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Matt. iv. 2. 

" Jt^ wJke9 Mb hadfeaUdforfy andfmiif mghU^ Se wot «^er* 

ward a» kitn^sntd," 

rnilE season of humiliation, which precedes Easter, 
-■- lasts for forty days^ in memory of our Lord's long* 
fast in the wilderness. Accordingly on this day^ the 
first Sunday in Lent, we read the Gospel which gives 
an account of it; and in the Collect we pray Him, who 
for our sakes fasted forty days and forty nights, to bless 
our abstinence to the good of our souls and bodies. 

We fast by way of penitence^ and in order to subdue the 
flesih. Our Saviour had no need of fasting for either 
purpose. His fasting was unlike ours, as in its intensity, 
so in its object. And yet when we begin to £ist. His 
pattern is set before us; and we continue the time of 
fasting till, in number of days, we have equalled His. 

There is a reason for this; — ^in truth, we must do 
nothing except with Him in our eye. As He it is, 
through whom alone we have the power to do any good 

[Vl] B 
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thing-, so unlciss we do it for Him it is not good. From 
Him our obedience comes, towards Him it must look. 
He says, Without Me ye can do nothing No work 
38 good without grace and without love. 

St. Paul ^ave up all things " to be found in Christ, 
not having his own righteousness which is of the law, 
but the righteousness which is God upon faith 
Then only are our righteousnesses acceptable when they 
are done, not in a legal way, but in Christ through 
iaith. Vain w ere all the deeds of the Law, because they 
were not attended by the power of the Spirit. Tliey 
were the mere attempts of unaided nature to fulfil what 
it ought indeed, but was not able to fulfil. None but 
the blind and carnal, or those who were in utter igno- 
rance, could find aught in them to r^oice in. What 
were all the righteousnesses of the Law, what its deeds, 
even when more than ordinary, its alms and fastings, 
its disfiguring oi iaees and afflicting of souls ; what was 
all this but dust and dross, a pitiful earthly service, a 
miserable hopeless penance, so far as the grace aad the 
presence of Christ were absent? The Jews might humble 
themselves, but they did not rise in tlie s])irit, while 
they fell down in the flesh; they might aiiiict them- 
selves, but it did not turn to their salvation; they 
might sorrow, but not as alwa3rs rejoicing \ the outward 
man misflit perish^ but the inward man was nut renewed 
day by day. They had the burden and heat of the day, 
and the yoke of the Law, but it did not work out for 
them a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory.'' 
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Bat Qod liaih reserved some better things for ns. This 
is what it is to be one of Christ's little ones, — to be able 
to do what the Jews thought they could do, and could 
not ; to have that within us through which we can do 
all things ; to be possessed by His presence as our life^ 
onr strength, our merit, our hope; our crown ; to become 
in a wonderful way His members, the instruments, or 
visible form, or sacramental sign, of the One Invisihle 
ETer-Present Son of God, mystically reiteratmg in each 
of ns all the acts of His earthly life. His birth, conse- 
cration, fasting, temptation, conflicts, victories, suffer* 
ings, agony, passion, death, resurrection, and ascension ; 
— He being all in all, — ^we, with as little power in our- 
selves, as little excellence or merit, as the water in 
Baptism, or the bread and wine in Holy Communion ; 
yet strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 
These are the thoughts with which we celebrated Christ- 
mas and Epiphany, these are the thoughts which must 
accompany us throug'h Lent, 

Yes, even in our penitential exercises, when we could 
least have hoped to find a pattern in Him, Christ has 
gone before us to sanctify them to ns. He has blessed 
fasting" as a means of grace, in that He has fasted ; uiid 
fasting is only acceptable when it is done for His sake. 
Penitence is mere formality, or mere remorse, unless 
done in love. If we fast, without uniting ourselves in 
heart to Christ, imitatino;' Him, and praying that He 
would make our fasting His own, would associate it 
with His own, and communicate to it the virtue of His 
own, 60 that we may be in Him, and He in us; we fast 
as Jews, not as Christians. Well then, in the Ser- 

B % 
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vices of this first Sunday^ do we place the thought of 
Him before us^ whose grace mu£t be within U8^ lest in 
oar chastisements we beat the air and humble onrselves 
in vain. 

Now in many ways the example of Christ may be 
raade a comfort and encouragement to us at this season 
of the year. 

And^ first of all^ it will be well to insist on the cir- 
cumstance, that our Iiord did thus retire from the 
worlds as confirming to us the like duty^ as far as we 

can observe it. This He did specially in the instance 
before us> before His entering upon His own ministr}- ; 
Jbut it is not the only instance recorded. Before Ho 
ehose His Ax>ostlcs, He observed the same preparation. 
" It came to pass in those days that He went out into 
a mountain to pray^ and continued all night in prayer 
to God Prayer through the night was a self-chastise- 
ment of the same kind as fasting. On another occasion, 
after sending- away the multitudes, He went up into a 
mountain apart to pray and on this occasion also^ He 
seems to have remained there through great part of 
the night. Again, amid the excitement caused by His 
miiaeles, " In the morning", rising up a great w liile before 
day. He went out and departed into a solitary place, and 
there prayed Considering that our Lord is the pattern 
of human nature in its perfection, surely we cannot doubt 
that such instances of strict devotion are intended for 
our imitation, if we would be perfect. But the duty is 
placed beyond doubt by finding similar instances in the 

1 Luke vi. 12. » Matt. jut. 23. * Mark i. 85. 
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case of tlie most emment of His servants. St. Paol^in 
the Epistle for this day, mentions among other sufferings, 

tl^at lie and his brethren were in watching.s, in fastings/' 
jind iu a later chapter, that he was " in fastings often/' 
St. Peter retired to Joppa, to the house of one Simon^ a 
tanner, on the sea-shore, and there fasted and |m <iyed. 
]\roses and Elijah Ijoth were supported through miracu- 
lous fasts, of the same length as our Lord's. Moses^ 
indeed^ at two separate times ; as he tells us himself^ 

Thus I fell down before the Lord, as at the first, forty 
da3^s and forty nights ; I did neither eat bread nor drink 
water Elijah, having been fed by an Angel, " went in 
the streng^ of that meat forty days and forty nights 
Daniel^ again^ ^'set his face unto the Lord his God, to 
seek by prayer and supplications, witii lUsiingj and sack- 
cloth, and ashes/' Again, at another time^ he says. 

In those days^ I Daniel was mourning three full 
weeks. I ate no pleasant bread, neither eome flesh nor 
wine in my mouth, neither did I anoint myself at all_, 
till three whole weeks were fulfilled'/' These are 
instances of fastings after the similitude of Christ. 

Next I observe^ that our Saviour^s fast was but intro- 
ductory to His temptation. He went into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devil, but before He was tempted 
lie fasted. Nor, as is worth notice, was this a mere 
preparation for the conflict, but it was the cause of the 
conflict in ^ood measure. Instead of its simply arming 
Him against temptation, it is plain, that in tlie first in- 
stance. His retirement and abstinence exposed Him to it. 

1 Deat. ix. 18, . * 1 Eitigt six. 8. * Ban. ». 3; x. 2, 8. 
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Tastinof was the primary occasion of it. " When He 
had lasted forty days and forty nights^ He was after- 
wards an hungered/^ and then the tempter came, hid* 
ding Him turn the stones into hread. Satan made use 
of His fast ai^ainst Tlimsclf. 

And this is singularly the case witli ('hristians now, 
who endeavour to imitate Him; and it is well they 
dionld know it, for else they will be discouraged when 
they practise abstinences. It is commonly said, that 
fasting is intended to make us better Christians, to 
sober ns, and to bring us more entirely at Christ's feet 
in fiiith and humility* This is true, viewing matters on 
the whole. On the whole, and at last, this effect will 
be produced, but it is not at all certain that it will 
follow at once. On the contrary, such mortifications 
have at the time very various effects on different persons, 
«.d a«, to IH, obsJed, not from their yirible Cfite! 
but from faith in the A\ ord ot God. Some men, indeed, 
are subdued by fasting and brought at once nearer to 
God ; hut others find it, however slight, scarcely more 
than an occasion of temptation. For instance, it is 
sometimes even made au objection to fasting, as if it 
were a reason for not practising it, that it makes a man 
irritable and ill-tempered. I confess it often may do 
this. Again, what very often follows from it is, a 
feebleness which deprives him of his command over his 
bodily acts, feelings, and expressions. Thus it makes 
him seem, for instance, to be out of temper when he is 
not ; I mean, because his tongde, his lips, nay his bram, 
are not in his power. He does nut use the words lie 
wishes to use, nor the accent and tone. He seems sharp 
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when he is not; and the consciousness of this, and the 

reaction of that consciousness upon his mind, is a 
temptation^ and actually makes him irritable, particularly 
if people misunderstand him^ and think him what he is 
not. Again^ weakness of hody may deprive him of self- 
command in other ways ; perhaps, he cannot help 
smiling or laughing, when he ought to be serious, which 
is evidently a most distressing and humbling trial; or 
when wrong thoughts present themselves^ his mind can- 
not throw them off, any more than if it were some 
dead thiug, and not spirit ; but they then make an im- 
pression on him which he is not able to resist. Or 
again^ weakness of body often hinders him from fixing 
his mind on his prayers, instead of making him pray 
more fervently ; or again, weakness of body is often 
attended with languor and listlessness^ and strongly 
tempts a man to sloth. Yet^ I have not mentioned the 
most distressing of the effects which may follow from 
even the moderate exercise of this great Christian duty. 
It is undeniably a means of temptation, and I say so, 
lest persons should be surprised, and despond when they 
find it so. And the merciful Lord knows that so it is 
from experience ; and that He has experienced and thus 
knows it, as Soiipture records, is to us a thought full of 
comfort. I do not mean to say, Grod forbid, that aught 
of sinful infirmity sullied His iinmaculate soul ; but it 
is plain from the sacred history, that in His case, as in 
ours, fasting opened the way to temptation. And, 
perhaps, this is the truest view of such exercises, that in 
some wonderful unknown way they open the next 
world for good and evil upon us^ and are an introduction 
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ta fiomewhat of an extraordinary €onflici with the powers 

of evil. Stories arc afloat (whether themselves true or 
not matters iK^t, tliev show what the voice of mankind 
thinks likely to be true), of hermits in deserts bein^ 
assaulted by Satan in strange ways, yet resisting the 
evil one^ and chasing himawa\_, aiter our LorcFi^ pattern^ 
and in His strength ; and^ I suppose^ if wc knew the 
secret history of men's minds in any age> we should iind 
th%9 (at least, I think I am not theorizing), — ^viz. a re- 
markable union in the ease of those who by God's grace 
have made advances in holy things (whatever be the 
case where men have not), a union on the one hand of 
temptations offered to the mind, and on the other, of the 
mind's not being affected by them, not consenting to 
them, even in momentary acts of the will, but simply 
iiating them, and receiving no harm from them. At 
least, I can conceive this— and so far persons are evi- 
dently brought into fellowship and conformity with 
Ciirist^s temptation, who was tempted, yet without sin. 

Let it not then distress Christians, even if they find 
themselves exposed to thoughts from which they turn 
with abhorrence and terror. Rather let such a trial 
bring before their thoughts^ with something of vivid- 
ness and distinctness, the condescension of the Son of 
Grod. For if it be a trial to us creatures and sinners to 
have thoughts alien from our hearts presented to us, 
what must have been the suffering to the Eternal Word, 
God of Grod, and Light of Light, Holy and True, to 
have been bo subjected to Satan, that he could inflict 
every misery on Him short of sinning ? Certainly it is 
a trial to us to have motives and feelings imputed to us 
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beiore men^ by the accuser of the brethren, which we 
never entertidiLed; it is a trial to have ideas secretly 
suggested within, from which we shrink; it is a 
trial to ns for Satan to be allowed so to mix his own 
thoughts with ours, that we feel guilty even when 
we are not \ nay, to be able to set on fire our irrational 
nature, till in some sense we really sin against our will : 
but has not One gone before us more awful in His trial, 
more glorious in His victory ? He was tempted iu all 
points " like as we are, yet without sin/^ Surely here 
too, Christ's temptation speaks comfort and encourage- 
ment to us. 

This then is, perhaps, a truer view of the conscciuences 
of fasting, than is commonly taken. Of course, it is 
always, under God's grace, a spiritual benefit to our 
hearts eventually, and improves them, -^through Him 
who worketh all iu all ; and it often is a .sensible benefit 
to us at the time. Still it is often otherwise ; often it 
but increases the excitability and susceptibility of our 
hearts ; in all cases it is therefore to be viewed, chiefly 
as an approach io God — an approach to the powers of 
heaven — yes, and to the powers of hell. And in this 
point of view there is something very awful in it. For 
what we know, Christ^s temptation is but the fulness of 
that which, in its degree, and according to our infirmi- 
ties and corruptions, takes place in all His servants who 
seek Him. And if so, this surely was a strong reason 
for the Church's associating our season of humiliation 
with Christ's sojourn in the wilderness, that we might 
not be left to our own thoughts, and, as it were, " with 
the wild beasts/' and thereupon despond when we afflict 
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ourselves ; but might feel that we are what we really are, 
not bondmen of Satan ^ and children of wrath, liopelessly 
^^roanin^ under onr burden, confessing" it^ and crying' ont, 
"O wretched man!'' but sinners indeed^ and sinners 
afflicting^ themselves, and doing penance for sin; but 
withal God^s children^ in whom repentance is fruitfu], 
and who, \\ Iiiio they abase themselves are exalted, and at 
the very time that they are throwing themselves at the 
foot of the Cross^ are stiil Christ's soldiers, sword in 
hand^ fighting a generous warfare, and knowing that 
they have that in them, and upon them, which devils 
tremble at, and flee. 

And this is another point which calls for distinct 
notice in fhe history of our SayJonrt fiittin? and tempta- 
tion, viz. the victory which attended it. He had three 
temptations, and thrice lie conquered, — at the last He 
said^ Get thee behind Me, Satan on which the 
devil leaveth Him/' This conflict and victory in the 
world imseen, is intimated in other passages of Scripture. 
The most remarkable of these is what our Lord says 
with reference to the demoniac, whom His Apostles 
could not cure. He had just descended from the Mount 
of Transfiguration, where, let it be observed, He seems 
to have j^one up with His favoured Apostles to pass the 
night in prayer. He came down afler that communion 
with the unseen world, and cast out the unclean w^vcit, 
and then He said, This kind can come forth by nothing 
but by prayer and fasting which is nothing less than 
a plain declaration that such exercises give the soul 

1 Uark Lc. 29. 
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power oyer tlie unseen world; nor ean any sufficient 

reason be assigned for confining it to the first ages of 
the Gospel. And I think there is enough evidence, even 
in what may be known afterwards of the effects of such 
exercises upon persons now (not to have recourse to 
history), to show that these exercises are God^s iustm- 
inents ibr giving the Cliristian a high and royal power 
above and over his fellows. 

And since prayer is not only the weapon, ever neces* 
sary and sure, m our conflict with tlie powers of evil, but 
a deliverance from evil is ever implied as the object of 
prayer, it follows that all texts whatever which speak 
of our addressing and prevailing on Almighty God, 
with prayer and fasting, do, iii tact, declare this conflict 
and promise this victory over the evil one. Thus in the 
parable, the importonate widow, who represents the 
Church in prayer, is not only earnest mth God, but 
against her adversary. "Avenge me of mine adver- 
sary," she says; and our adversary is "the devil, 
who, like a roaring lion, walketh about seeking whom 
lie may devour ; whom resist,'' adds Si Peter, ^'stedfast 
in the faith." Let it be observed that, in this parable, 
perseverance in prayer is especially recommended to us. 
And this is part of the lesson taught us by the long 
continuance of the Lent fast, — ^that we are not to gain 
our wishes by one day set apart for humiliation, or 
by one prayer, however fervent, but by " continuing 
instant in prayer/^ This too is signified to us in the 
account of JaooVs conflict. He^ like our Saviour, was 
occupied in it ikrouffk the night. Who it was whom he 
was permitted to meet in that solitary season, we aie 
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not told; but He with whom he wrestled^ g^ave him 

strength to wrestle, and at last left a tokeu on liim, as 
if to show that he had prevailed only by the conde- 
scension of Him over whom he prevailed. So strength* 
ened, he persevered till the morning^ broke> and asked a 
blessin*^ ; and He whom he asked did bless him, giving 
him a new name, in memoiy of his success. "Thy 
name shall be called no more Jacobs but Israel ; for as a 
prince hast thou power with God and with men, and 
Imst prevailed In like niamier, Moses passed one of 
his forty days* fast in confession and intercession for tbe 
people, who had raised the golden calf. " Thus I fell 
down before the Lord forty days and forty nights, as I 
i'ell down at the first; because tlie Lord had said He 
would destroy you. I prayed therefore unto the Lord, 
and said, O Lord God, destroy not Thy people and Thine 
inheritance, which Thou hast redeemed through Thy 
H'reatncss, which Thou hast brought forth out of Egypt 
with ii mighty hand'.^' Again, both of DanieFs re- 
corded fasts ended in a blessing. . His first was inter- 
cessory for his x>eople, and the prophecy of ihe seventy 
weeks was given him. The second was also rewarded 
with prophetical disclosxires 3 and what is remaikable, it 
seems to have had an influence (if I may use such a 
word) upon the unseen world, from the time he began 
it. — "The Aiigcl said, Fear not, Daniel, for fr(m fkefif%% 
(lay that thou didst set thine heart to understand, and to 
chasten thyself before thy God, thy words were heard, and 
I am come for thy words He came at the end, but he 

1 Gen. xxxu. 28. > Deut. k. 25» 26. ^ pajj. 12, 
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prepared to ^0 at the beg'inninj''. But more than this, 
the Angei proceeds, " But the prince of the kiiig-dom of 
Persia withstood me one and twenty days;'' just the time 
during .which Daniel had heen praying — '^but lo, 
Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me, and 
1 remained there with the kings of Persia/' 

An Angel came to Daniel upon his fast; so too in our 
Lord's instance, Angels came and ministered unto Him ; 
and so we too may well belie ve^ and take comfort in the 
thought, that even now, Angels are especially sent to 
those who thus seek God. Not Daniel only, but Elijah 
too was, during his fast, strengthened by an Angel ; an 
Angel appeared to Cornelius, while he was fasting, and 
in prayer ; and I do really think, that there is enough 
in what religious persons may see around them, to serve 
to confirm this hope thus gathered from the word of 
God. 

*^ He shall give Hxs Angels charge over Thee, to keep 
Thee in ail Thy ways^ ;" and the devil knows of this 
promise, for he used it in that very hour of temptation. 
He knows ftill well what our power is, and what is his 
own weakness. iSo we have nothing to fear while \\ e 
remain within the shadow of the throne of the Almighty. 

A thousand shall fall beside Thee, and ten thousand 
at Thy right hand, but it shall not come nigh Thee." 
While we are found in Cixrist, we are partakers of His 
security. He has broken the power of Satan ; He has 
gone " upon the lion and adder, the young lion and the 
dragon hath He trod under His feet;" and henceforth 

Fii. zoi. 11. 
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evil spirits, instead of having power over us, tremble 
and are attVighted at every true Christian, They know 
be hoB that in him which makes him their master; that 
he may, if he will, laugh them to scom, and pat them 
to flight. Tliey know this well, and boar it in mind, m 
all their assaults upon him ; sin alone gives them power 
over him ; and their great object is^ to make him sin, 
and therefore to surprise him into sin, knowing the3r 
iiave no other way of overcoming hini. They try to 
scare him by the appearance of danger, and so to sur- 
prise him ; or thej approach stealthily and covertly to 
seduce him, and m to surprise him. But except by 
taking him at unawares, they can do nothing. There- 
fore let us be, my brethren, ''not ignorant of their 
devices and as knowing them, let us watch, fast, and 
pray, let us keep close under the wings of the Almighty, 
that He may be our shield and buckler. Let us pray 
llim to make known to us His will, — ^to teach us our 
faults, — to take from us whatever may offend Him, — 
and to lead us in the way everlasting. And during this 
sacred season, let us look upon ourselves as on the Mount 
with Him — within the veil — ^hid with Him — not out of 
Him, or apart from Him, in whose presence alone is life, 
hut with and in Him — ^learning of His Law with Moses, 
of His attributes with Elijah, of His counsels with 
Daniel — learning to repent, learning to confess and to 
amend-leaming His love and His fear-unleam. 
ing ourselves, and growing up unto Him who is our 
Head, 
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SEEMON II. 



LIFE THE SEASON OF BEPENTA27CE. 

(second SUNDAY IN LENT.) 

Gen. xxvii. 34. 

"And «JI«ft Stan iiard the toordt of Ids father, Atf ciM tvUh a 
greai and eafceedii^ U^er ety, and said unio f(dher, sUit me, 
even me dUa, O my father/* 

T SUPPOSE no one can read this chapter without leel- 
ing some pity for Esau. He had expected that his 
father wonld ^ve him his blessing, but his brother was 
beforehand with liim and £>T)t the blessing- instead. lie 
did not know wliat had happened^ and he came iu to his 
father to be blessed, without any suspicion that •he was 
not to be blessed. His father, full of amazement and 
distress, told him, that without knowing it, for he was 
blind and could not see, lie had already g-iven the bless- 
ing to his brother Jacob, and he could not recall it. On 
hearing this, Esau burst out into " a great and exceeding 
bitter cry,^' as the text expresses it. All his hopes were 
disappointed in a moment. He had built much upon 
this blessing. For Esau, when he was young, had com- 
mitted a very great sin against God« -He was his 
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father^s first-born, and in those times, as now among" 
tbe rich and noble^ it was a great thing to be the eldest 
in a family. In Esau's case these privileges were the 
greater, for they were the direct gift of God. Esau, as 
being the eldest born of his father Isaac, inherited cer- 
tain rights and privileges which Isaac, the long-expected 
heir of Abraham, had received from ^Abraham. Now 
Esau's sin, when lie was a young man, had been this — 
he parted with his birthright to his younger brother, 
Jacob. He thought lightly of God's great gift. How 
little he thought of it is plain by the price he took for 
it. Esau had been hunting, and he came home tired 
and faint. Jacob, who had remained at liome, had some 
pottage ; and Esau begged for some of it. Jacob knew 
the worth of the birthright, though Esau did not i he 
had faith to discern it. So, when Esau asked for pot- 
tage, he said he would give it to Es&u in exchange for 
his birthright; and Esan, caring nothing for the birth- 
right, sold it to Jacob for the mess of food. This was 
a great sin, as being a contempt of a special gift of God, 
a gift, w hieh, after liis father Isaac, no one in the whole 
world had but he. 

Time went on. Esau got older ; and understood more 
than before the value of the gift which he had thus 
profanely surrendered. Doubtless he would fain have 
got it back again if he could; but that was impossible. 
Under these circumstances, as we find in the chapter 
which has been read in the course of to-day's Service, 
his father proposed to give him his solemn blessing before 
he died. Now this blessing in those times carried great 
weight with it, as being of the nature of a prophecy, and it 
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had been from the first divinely intended for Jacob ; Esau 
had no right to it,hut he thought that in this way he should 

in a certain sense get back his birthright, or what would 
stand in its place. lie liad parted with it easily^ and he 
expected to regain it easily. Observe, he showed no 
repentance for what he had done, no self-reproach ; he 
had no fear that €rod would punish him. He only 
regTetted his loss, without humbling himself j and he 
detennined to retrace his steps as quickly and quietly as 
he could. He went to hunt for venison, and dress it as 
savoury meat for his father, as his father hade him. 
And having gut all ready, he came with it and stood 
before his father. Then ^vas it that he learned, to his 
misery, that God's gifts are not thus lightly to be 
treated ; he had sold, he could not recover. He had 
hoped to have had his father's blessing, but Jacob had 
received it instead. He had thought to regaiu God's 
favour, not by fasting and prayer, but by savoury meat, 
by feasting and making merry. 

Such seems, on the whole, St. Paul's account of 
the matter, in his Epistle to the Hebrews. After 
having given examples of £uth, he bids his Christian 
brethren beware lest there should be any one among 
them like Esau, wiiom he calls a "profane person;'' 
as having thought and acted with so little of real 
perception of things unseen; ^Uooking diligently,'' 
he says, lest any man fail of tiie grace of God ; lest 
there be any fornicator, or profane person, as J.sau, 
who for one morsel of meat sold his birthright. For 
ye know how that afterwards, when he would have 
inherited the blessing, he was rejected; for he found 
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no place of repentance, though he sought it carefully 
mth tears 

This then is the meaning of Esau's great and bitter 
cry^ miiiieh at first sight we are disposed to pity. It is 
the cry of one who ]ias rejected God, and God in turn 
has rejected him. It is the cry of one who has trifled 
with God's mercies, and then sought to regain them 
when it was all too late. It is the cry of one who has 
not heeded the waniin<4^ " See that ye receive not the 
grace of God in vain/^ and who has " como short of 
the grace of God^/' It is the cry predicted by the wise 
man, Then shall they call upon Me, but I will not 
answer ; they shall seek Me early, but they sliall not 
find Me'.'' That subtilty and keenness of his brother 
Jacob, by which he got before him, and took the king- 
dom of heaven by yiolenoe, was God's act ; it was God's 
providence punishing^ Esau for former sin. l:]sau had 
sinned; he had forfeited his birthriglit, and he could 
not get it back. That cry of his, what was it like? 
it was like the entreaty of the five foolish Virgins when 
the door was shut, Lord, Lord, open to us ; but He 
answered and said. Verily, I say unto you, I know you 
notV It was like ''the weeping and gnashing of 
teeth'' of lost souls. Yes, surely, a great and bitter 
cry it well mig-ht be. Well may they v^'QQ\) and cry, as 
they will most largely, who have received God's grace 
and done despite to it. 

The ^mournful history then which I have been re- 
viewing, is a description of one wlio was first profane 

» Heb. xH. 15—17. 2 2 Cor. vi. 1. 

3 Prov, i. 28, . < Matt. xxv. 11, 12. 
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and then presumptuoiis. Esau was profane in selling 
his birtihnght^ he was presumptuous in claiming the 
blessing. Afterwards, indeed, he did repent, but when 
it was too late. And I fear such as Esau was of old 
time, such are too many Christians now. They despise 
God^B blessings when they are youngs and strongs and 
healthy; then, when they get old, or weak, or sick, 
they do not think of repentins^^ but they think they 
may take and e^joy the privileges of the Goi^l as a 
matter of course, as if the sins of former years went 
for nothing. And then, perhaps, death comes upon 
them ; and then after death, when it is too late, they 
would fain repent. Then they utter a great, bitter, 
and piercing cry to God; and when they see happy 
souls ascending towards heaven in the fulness of Gospel 
blessings, they say to their offended God, " Bless me, 
even me also, O my f'ather.^' 

Is it not, I say, quite a common case for men and for 
women to n^lect religion in their best days? They 
have been baptized, they have beeu tauf^^'ht their duty, 
they have been taught to pray, they know their Creed; 
their conscience has been enhghtened, they have opportu- 
nity to come to Church. This is their birthright, the 
priviloi^es of their birth of water and of the Spirit; but 
they sell it, as Esau did. They are tempted by Satan 
with some bribe of this world, and they give up their 
birthright in exchange for what is sure to perish, and to 
make them perish with it. Esau was tempted by the 
mess of pottage which he saw in Jacobus hands. Satan 
arrested the eyes of his lust, and he gazed on Ihe pot* 
tage, as Eve gazed on the froit of the tree of knowledge 

c 2 
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of good and evil. Adam and Eve sold their birthright 
for the fruit of a tree — ^that was their bargain. Esau 
sold his for a mess of lentils — ^that was his. And men 
Tiu w -a-days often sell theirs^ not indeed for any thing so 
simple as fruit or herbs^ but for some evil gain or other, 
which at the time they think worth purchasing at any 
price; perhaps for the enjoyment of some particular 
sin, or more commonly for the indulgence of general 
carelessness and spiritual slotli, because they do not like 
a strict life, an^ have no heart for God's service. And 
thus they are profane persons, for Uiey despise the great 
gift of God. 

And then, when all is done and over, and their souls 
sold to Satan, they never seem to undeistand that they 
have parted with their birthright, lliey think that 
they stand just where they did, before they followed the 
world, the flesh, and the devil ; they take for granted that 
when they choose to become more decent, or more reli- 
gious, they have all their privileges just as before. Like 
Samson, they propose to go out as at other times 
before, and shake themselves. ^Ind like Esau, instead 
of repenting for the loss of the birthright, they come, 
as a matter of course, for the blessing. Esau went out 
to hunt for venison gaily, and promptly brought it to 
his father. His spirits were high, his voice was cheerful. 
It did not strike him that God was angry with him 
for what had past years ago. He thought he was as 
sure of the blessing as if he had not sold the birthright. 

And then, alas! the truth flashed upon him; he 
uttered a great and bitter cry, when it was too late. 
It would have been well, had he uttered it before he 
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came for the blessing, not after it. He repented when 
H ms too late — it had been well if be had repented in 
time. So I say of persons who have in any way sinned. 
It is g-ood for them not to forget that they have sinned. 
It is good that they should lament and deplore their 
past sins. Depend upon it, they will wail over them 
in the next world, if they wail not here. Which is 
better, to utter a bitter cry now or then ? — then, when 
the blessing of eternal life is refused them by the just 
Judge at the last day, or now, in order that they may 
gain it ? Let us be wise enough to have our agony in 
this world, not in the next. If we humble ourselves 
now, God will pardon us then. We cannot escape 
punishment, here or hereafter; we must take our choice, 
whether to suffer and mourn a little now, or much then. 

Would you see how a penitent should come to Grod ? 
turn to the parable of* the Prodigal Son. He, too, had 
squandered away his birthright, as Esau did. He, too, 
'Caroe for the blessing, like Esau. Yes ; but how di£Per- 
ently he came I he came with deep confession and self- 
abasement. He said, " Father, I have sinned against 
heaven and before thee, and am no more worthy to be 
called thy son : make me as one of thy hired servants 
but Esau said, Let my father arise, and eat of his 
sou^s venison, that thy soul may bless me.^^ The one 
came for a son's privileges, the other for a servant's 
drudgery. The one killed and dressed his venison with 
his own hand, and enjoyed it not; for the other the 
fatted calf was prepared, and the ring for his hand, 
and shoes for his feet, and the best robe, and there was 
music and^dancing. 
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These are thouti^hts, I need hardly say, especially 
suited to this season. From the earliest times down to 
this day^ these weeks before Easter have been set apart 
every year ^ for the particnhir ■ remembranoe and confes- 
sion of our sins. From the first a^^e downward, not a 
year has passed but Christians have been exhorted to 
reflect how £»r they have let go their birthright^ as a 
preparatbn for their claiming the blessing. At Christ- 
ina s we are born agani willi Christ; at Easter we 
keep the Eucharistic Feast. In Lent, by penance^ we 
join the two great sacraments together. Are yon^ 
my bietiben, picpaied to say,--is there any single 
Christian alive who will dare to profess, — that he has 
not in greater or less degree sinned against God's 
fiee mercies as bestowed on him in Baptism without, or 
rather against his deserts ? Who will say that - he 
has so improved his birthrig-ht that the blessing is 
his fit reward, without either sin to confess, or wrath 
to deprecate? See^ then^ the Church offers you this 
season for the purpose. ''Now is the accepted time, 
now the day of salvation.^' Now it is that, God being 
your helper, you are to attempt to throw off from you 
the heavy burden of past transgression, to reeoncile 
yourselves to Him who has once already imparted to you 
His atoning merits, and you have profaned them. 

And be sure of this : that it' He has any love for you, if 
He sees aught of ^ood in your soul. Me will afHict you^ 
if you will not alfflict yourselves. He will not let you 
escape. He has ten thousand ways of purging those 
whom He has chosen, from the dross and alloy with 
which the ^nc gold is defaced. He can bring diseases on 
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you, or can visit you with misfortunes, or take away 
your friends, or oppress your minds with darkness, 
or refuse you strength to bear up against pain when it 

comes upon you. He can inflict on you a 'lingering 
and painful death. He can make "the bitterness of 
death pass not. We, indeed, cannot decide in the ease 
of others, when trouble is a punishment, and when not ; 
yet this' we know, that all sin brings affliction. We 
have no means of judging otiiers, but we may judge 
ourselves. Let us judge ourselves, that we be not 
judged. Let us afflict ourselves, that God may not 
afflict us. Let us come before Him with our best 
oiierings, that He may forgive us. 

Such advice is especially suitable to an age like this, 
when there is an effort on all hands to multiply comforts, 
and to get rid of the daily inconveniences and distresses 
of life. Alas ! my bretliieii, how do you know, il you 
avail yourselves of the luxuries of this world without 
restraint, butthat yon are only postponing, and inereasiiig 
by postponing, an inevitable chastisement? How do 
you know, but that, if you will not satisfy the debt 
of daily sin now, it will hereafter come upon you with 
inteoest ? See whether this is not a thought which wonld 
spoil that enjoyment which even religious persons are 
apt to take in this workFs ^-oods, if they would but 
admit it. It is said that we ought to enjoy this life as 
the gift of God* Easy circumstances are generally 
thought a special happiness ; it is thought a great 
IKiiiit to o«et rid of annoyance or discomfort of nimd and 
body ; it is thought allowable and suitable to make use 
of all means available for making life pleasant. We 
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desire^ and confess we desire, to make time pass agree- 
abl}', and to live in the sunshine. All things har&li and 
austere are carefully put aside. We shrink from the 
rude lap of earth, and the embrace of the elements, and 
we build ourselves houses in which the flesh may enjoy 
its Inst, Jind the eye its pride. We aim at having all 
things at our will. Cold, and hunger, and hard lodging, 
and ill usage, and humble offices, and mean appearance, 
are all considered serious evils. And thus year follows 
year^ to*morro\v as to-day, till we think that this, our 
artificial life, is our natural state, and must and ever will 
be. But, O je sons and daughters of men, what if this 
ffiir weather but ensure the storm afterwards? what if it 
be, that the nearer yon attain to making yourselves as 
gods on earth now, the greater pain lies before you in 
time to come, or even (if it must be said), the more cer- 
tain becomes your ruin when time is at an end ? Come 
down, then, from your high chambers at this season to 
avert what else may be. Sinners as yc are, act at least 
like the prosperous heathen, who threw his choicest 
trinket into the water, that be might propitiate fortune. 
Let not the year go round and round, without a break 
and interruption in its circle of pleasures. Give .back 
some of God's gifbs to God, that you may safely enjoy 
the vest. East, or watch, or abound in alms, or be 
instant in prayer, or deny yourselves society, or plea- 
sant books, or easy clothing, or take on you some irk- 
some task or emplo3naient; do one or other, or some, 
or all of these, unless you say that you have never 
sinned, and may go like Esau with a light heart to 
take your crown. Ever bear in mind that Day which 
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will reveal all tiling, and will test all thing-s so as 
by fire/^ and which will bring us into judgment ere 
it lodges us in heaven. 

And fi>r those who have in any grievous way sinned 
OT nejTflccted God, I recommend such persons never to 
forget they hare sinned ; if they forget it not, God in 
mercy forget it. I recommend them every day, morn- 
ing and evening, to fall on their knees, and say, Lord, 
forgive me my past sins." I recommend them to pray 
God to visit their sins in this world rather than in the 
next. I recommend them to go over their dreadful sins 
in their minds (unless, alas f it makes them sin afresh 
to do so) , and to confess them to Grod again and n^-aiu 
with great shame, and to entreat His pardon. I recom- 
mend them to look on all pain and sorrow which comes 
on them as a punishment for what they once were; and 
to take it jiatiently on that account, nay, joyfully, as 
giving thera a hope that God is punishing them here 
instead of hereafter. If they have committed sins of 
nncleannesB, and are now in narrow circumstances, or 
have undntlful eliihlren, let them take their })resent 
distress as God's merciful punishment. If they have 
lived to the world, and now have worldly anxieties, 
these anxieties are God's punishment. If they have led 
intemperate lives, and now are afflicted by any malady, 
this is God'w punishment. Let them not cease to pray, 
under all circumstances, that God will pardon them, and 
give them back what they have lost. And thus, by God's 
grace, it shall be restored to them, aud libaii's great and 
bitter cry never shall be theirs. 
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APOSTOLIC ABSTl^'ENCE A TATTERN Jb Oii CHRISTIANS. 

(lskt.) 
1 Tnc V. 23. 

"Drink no longer water, hut u$ea iUtls wine for ttomaA*s waJIse, 

and thine often infirmities." 

rpmS is a remarkable verse, because it axjcidentally 
tells us 80 much. It is addressed to Timothy^ St. 
Paulas oompanion^ the first Bishop of Ephesns. Of 

Timothy we know very little^ except that be did minister 
to St, Paul, and hence we might have inferred that he 
was a man of very saintly character ; but we know 
little or nothing of him, except that he had been from a 
child a careful reader of Scrii)ture. This indeed, by 
itself, in that Apostolic age, would have led us to infer, 
that he had risen to some gieat hei^t in spiritual ex. 
cellenee ; though it must be confessed that instances are 
frequent at thih day, <d' persons knowing the Bible well, 
and yet being little stricter than others in their lives, 
for all their knowledge. Timothy, however, had so read 
the Old Testament, and had so heard from St. Paul the 
New, that he was a true follower of the Apostle, as the 
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Apostle was of Chxist : St. Paul accordiugiy calls him 
''my own son/' or ''my true son in the faith/' And 
elsewhere he says to the Philippians^ that he has " no 
man like-miiided to Timothy, who would naturally^' or 
truly care for their state But stilly after all^ this 
is hut a general aocoimt of him, and we seem to desire 
something more definite in the way of description, heyond 
merely knowino^ that lie was a great saint, which con- 
veys no clear impression to the mind. Now, in the 
text we have accidentally a glimpse given us of his 
mode of life. St. Paul does not expressly tell ns that he 
was a man of mortified habits ; hut he reveals the fact 
indirectly by cautioning him against an excess of mortifi- 
cation. '^ Drink no longer water/' he says, but use a little 
wine.'' It should he observed, that wine, in the southern 
countries, is the same ordinary beverage that beer is here ; 
it is nothing strong or costly. Yet even from such as 
this, Timothy was in the habit of abstaining, and re- 
stricting himself to water; and, as the Apostle thought, 
imprudently, to the increase of his " often infirmities/' 

There is something very striking in this accidental 
mention of the private ways of this Apostolical Bishop. 
We know indeed from history the doctrine and the life of 
the great saints, who lived some time after the Apostles' 
age } but we are naturally anxious to know something 
more of the Apostles themselves, and their associates. 
We say, " Oh that we could speak to St. Paul, — that we 
could see him in his daily walk, and hear his oral and 
familiar teaching I — that we could ask him what he 

1 PhiLii.20. 
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meant by this expression in his Epistles^ or what he 

thought of this or the other doctrine/' This is not 
given to us. God might give us greater light than He 
does; bat it is His gracioos will to g^ve ns the less. 
Yet perhaps mueh more is given ns in Scripture, as it 
has come to us^ than we think, if our eyes were en- 
lightened to discern it there. Such, for instance^ is the 
text; it is a sudden revelation^ a glimpse of the per- 
sonal character of Apostolic Christians; it is a hint 
which we may lullow out. For no one will dsjiiy that a 
very great deal of doctrine, and a very great deal of 
precept^ goes with such a fact as this ; viz. that this holy 
man^ without impiously disparaging God's creation^ and 
thanklessly rejecting God's gii'ts^ yet, on the whole, 
lived a life of abstinence. 

I cannot at all understand why such a life is not 
excellent in a Christian now, if it was the characteristic 
of Apostles, and friends of Apostles, then. I really do 
not see why the trials and persecutions, which environed 
them from Jews and Grentiles^ their forlorn despised 
state, and their necessary discomforts, should not even 
have exempted them from voluntary sufferings lu addi- 
tion, unless such self-imposed hardships were pleasing 
to Christ. Yet we find that St. Paul, like Timothy, 
who (as the Apostle says) had known his doctrine and 
manner of life I say, St. Paul also, in iiddition to 
his "weariness and painfulness," " hunger and thirst,'^ 
'^cold and nakedness,'' was ''in watchings often/' ''in 
fastings ofben.^' Such were holy men of old time. How 

1 2 Tim. iii. 10. 
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far are we below them ! Alas for our easy sensual life, 
our cowardice, our sloth ! is this the way by which the 
kingdom of heaven is won ? is this the way that St. Paul 
firaght a good fight^ and finished his course? or was it 
by putting behind his back all thing's on earth, and 
looking stedfastly towards Him who is invisible ? 

Now at iirst sight it may not be clear why this 
moderation, and at least occasional abstinence, in the 
use of God^s o-ifts^ should be so great a duty, as our 
Lord, for instance, seems to imply, when Jie places 
Iksting in so prominent a place in the Sermon on the 
Mount, with almsgiving and prayer. But thus muck 
we are able ,to see, that the great duty of the Gospel is 
love to God and man; and that this love is quenched 
and extmguished by self-indulgence, and cherished by 
self-denial. They who enjoy this life freely, make it or 
self their idol ; they are gToss-hearted, and have no eyes 
to see God withal. Hence it is said, " Blessed are the 
pure in heart, for they shall see God And again, it 
was the rich man who fared sumptuously every day, 
who neglected Lazarus ; for sensual living hardens the 
heart, while abstinence softens and refines it. Now, 
observe, I do not mean that abstinence produces this 
effect as a matter of course in any given person, — else 
all the poor ought to be patterns of Christian love^ — 
but that where men are religiously-minded, there those 
out of the number will make greater attainments in 
love and devotional feeling, who do exercise themselves 
in self-denial of the body. I should really be disposed 
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to say^ — ^You must make yonr choice, you must in some 

way or another deny the fleshy or rou cannot posseRS 
Christian love. Love is no common grace in its higher 
degiees. It b true, indeed, that, as being the necewaiy 
token of every true Christian, it must be possessed in 
some depfree even by the weakest aiifl }iiimV)lest of 
Christ^s servants — but in any of its higher and maturer 
stages, it is rare and diffictdt. It is easy to be amiable 
or upright ; it is easy to live in regular habits ; — ^it is 
easy to live conscientiously, in the common sense of the 
word. I say, all this is comparatively easy; but one 
thing is needful, and one thing is often laddug,— ioye. 
We may act rightl}-, yet without doiug our right actions 
from the love of God. Oiher motives, short of love, are 
good in themselves ; these we may have, and not have 
love^ Now I do not think that this defect arises from 
any one cause, or can be removed by any one remedy; 
and yet still, it does seem as if abstinence and fasting 
availed much towards its removal ; so much so, that, 
granting love U necessary, then these are necessary; 
assuming love to be the characteristic of a Christian, so 
is abstinence. You may think to dispense with fasting ; 
true ; and you may neglect also to cultivate love. 

And here a connexion may be traced between the 
truth I have been insisting on, and our Lord's words, 
when asked why His disciples did not last. He said, 
that they could not fast while the Bridegroom was with 
than ; but that when He was taken from them, th^ 
they would fast* The one thing, which is all in all to 
us, is to live in Christ's presence ; to hear His voice, to 
see His countenauoe. His first disciples had Him in 
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bodily presence among them \ and He Bpoke to them^ 

warned them, was a pattern to them, and jj'iiidcd them 
with His eye. But when He withdrew Himself from 
the world of sense^ how should they see Him still? 
When their fleshly eyes and ears saw Him no more, 
when He had ascended whither flesh and l)]ood cannot 
enter, and the barrier of the flesh was interposed between 
Him and them^ how should they any longer see and 
hear Him ? " Lord, whither goest Thou V* they said ; 
and He answered to Peter, " Wliither I go thou canst 
not follow 3Tc now, but thou shall follow ^fo after- 
wards/^ They were to follow Him through the veil, 
and to break the barrier of the flesh after His pattern. 
Thev must, as far as thev could, ^\'eaken and attenuate 
what stood between them and Him ; they must anti- 
cipate that world where flesh and blood are not ; they 
must discern truths which flesh and blood could not 
reveal ; they must live a life, not of sense, but of spirit ; 
thev must practise those mortifications which former 
religions had enjoined^ which the Pharisees and John^s 
disciples observed, with bettci* fruit, for a lusher end, 
iu a more heaveidy way, lu order to see Him who is 
invisible. By iiisting, Moses saw God^s glory; by 
&sting, Elijah heard tiie still small voice by 
listing, Christ's disciples were to express their mourn- 
ing over the Crucified and Dead, over the Bndeqrooni 
taken away : but that mourning would bring Him back, 
ihat mourning would be turned to joy \ in that mourning 
they would see Him, they would hear of Him, again ; 
they would see Him, as they mourned and wept. And 
while they moumedj so long would they see Him and 
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rejoice — for blessed are they that monniy for they shall 

be comforted they are " sorrowful, yet iiiways re- 
joicing;'^ himgering" and thirsting* after and unto 
righteousness,— fasting in body^ that their soul may 
hunger and thirst after its tnie good; fasting in body, 
that they may be satisfied in spirit ; in a barren and 
dry land, where no water W" that they may look for 
Him in holiness, and behold His power and glory. 
''My heart is smitten down, and withered like grass 
(says the Psalmist) so that i forget to eat my bread. 
For the voice of my groaning, my bones will scarce 
cleave to my flesh. I am become like a pelican in the 
wilderness, and like an owl that is in the desert. I have 
watrlif I, and am even as a sparrow that sitt^th alone 
upon tlie lionsc-top.^' All day long have I been 
punished, and chastened every morning.^' And what 
was the consequence? ''Nevertheless, I am alway 
by Thee : for Thon hast hoUlen mo l)y my right hand. 
Thou shalt guide me with Thy eoimsel, and after that 
receive me with glory. Whom have I in heaven but 
Thee? and there is none upon earth that I desire in 
t-omparison of Thee? ^ly flesh and my lieart f'aileth, 
but God is the strength of my heart, and my portion for 
ever'.'' 

Such was the portion which St. Paul and St. Timothy 

received, when thoygave up tins world and its blessings; 
not that they might not have enjoyed them had they 
chosen; but because they might, and yet gave them 
up, therefore they received blessings out of sight instead. 

« Pa. Ixiii. 2. » l*e. cii. 4-7 ; Uxiu. 18. 22—25. 
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And in like manner^ appljing* this to ourselves^ it is our 
dnty also to be ever moderate, and at times to abstain, 
in the use of God^s earthly gifts; nay, happy is it for 
asj if Grod^s secfet grace call ns on^ as it called St. Paul 
and Timothy, to a more divine and tranquil life than 
that of the multitude. It is our dut}' to \\ :ir aix^iiiiist 
the flesh as they warred against it, that we may inherit 
the gifts of the Spirit as they inherited them. If 
Saints are our patterns, this surely means that we must 
copy them. 

Here^ however, it may he objected, that there is pre- 
sumption in wishing to he what Apostles and their 
associates were. That they had high spiritual gifts 
which we have not, and that to attempt their life without 
these, is all one with attempting to work such miracles 
as they did, which any one woidd grant to he presump- 
tuous. I^ere is much truth in such a remark so far as 
this, that to attempt at once all they did would be pre- 
sumptuous j we can but put ourselves in the way. God 
gives second and third gifts to those who improve the 
first; let us improve the first, and then we know not 
how high may be the spiritual faculties which at length 
He will give us. Who is there, who, on setting out on 
a journey, sees before him his destination ? How often, 
when a person is making for a place which he has never 
seen, he says to himself, that he cannot believe that at a 
certain time he really will be there? There is null sin q- 
in what he at present sees, which conveys to him the 
assurance of the future ; and yet, in time, that future 
will he present. So is it as regards our spiritual course : 
we know not what we shall be; but begin it, and, at 

[VI] D 
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lengih^ by God^s grace, yon will end it ; not, indeed, 
with the grace He now has given, but by fresh and fresh 

grace, fuller and fuller, increased accoiding to your need. 
Thus you will end, if you do but begin ; but begiu not 
wUk the end ; begin with the beginning ; mount up the 
heavenly ladder step by step. Fasting is a duty ^ but 
we ought to fast according to our strength. God re- 
quires nothing of us beyond our strength; but the 
utmost according to our strength. She has done what . 
she could/' was His word of commendation to Haiy. 
Now, to forget or to miss this truth, is verj' common 
with beginners, even through mere ignorance or inad- 
vertence. They know not what they can do, and what 
they cannot, as not having yet tried themselves. And 
then, when what they hoped was easy, proves a great 
deal too much for them, they fail, and then are dispirited. 
They wound their conscience, as being unable to fiilfil 
their own resolves, and they are reduced to a kind of 
despair ; or they arc tempted to be reckless, and to give 
up all endeavours whatever to obey God, because they 
are not strong enough for every thing. And thus it 
often happens, that men rush from one extreme to 
another ; and even profess themselves free to live with- 
out any rule of self-government at all, after having pro* 
fessed great strictness, or even extravagance, in their 
mode of living. 

This applies of course to all duties whatever. We 
should be very much on our guard, when we are engaged 
in contemplating the lives of holy men, against attempt- 
ing just what they did ; which might be right indeed in 
them, and yet may be wrong in us. Holy men may 
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say and do things which we have no right to say and 
do. Profession by word of mouth, religious language^ 
rebuking others, and the like^ may be natural and pro- 
per in them, and forced and out of place in ns. We 
ought to attempt nothing but what we can do. There 
is a kind of inward feeling which often tells us what we 
have a right to do, and what we have not. We have 
often a kind of misgiving, as if what we are tempted to 
do does not really belong to us. Let us carefully attend 
to this inward voice. This applies especially to our 
devotions : common men have no right to nee the 
prayers which advanced Christians use without offend- 
ing; and if they attempt it, they become unreal; an 
offence which all persunt;, who kavc any laith and 
reverence, will endeavour earnestly to avoid. But if* we 
will thus commence our religious course, it is certain we 
shall soon get tired of it; we shall give it up ; and our 
devotional feeling's will thus he showiij by the event, to 
have busen but a fashion or an impulse, which has no 
true excellence in it. 

And here I will observe, what may be of use even to 
those who are most cautious and prudent in their mode of 
conducting their self-denials, supposing they have seasons 
in which they practise them, such as L^t ought to be to 
all of us. Be very much on your guard against a re- 
action to a careless way of life after Lent is over. It is 
a caution commonly and usefully given, that after a day 
of fasting we should not, when we break our fast, eat 
unduly ; now I am giving a similar warning concerning 
a seaso7i oi' abstinence, and not only as regards eating 
largely^ but against all laxity and self-indulgence. In 

D % 



36 Apostolic Abstinence 



Lent^ Berious thoughts are hrought more regularly hefore 
the mind. The rule of ahstinence which we adopts how* 

ever slight it ma}' be in itself, acts as a continual restraint 
and memento upon us in ulher things. We cannot range 
at will through the field of thinking and wishing. We 
are more frequent also in prayer. And especially^ if we 
feel ourselves able to be strict in our fast, the weakness 
of body eonseciueut on it is an additional check upon us. 
. Let us beware^ then^ lest^ when this time is oTer, and 
Easter comes^ we fall hack into a lawless state of mind, 
and a random life, as if God^s paradise were some Judai- 
cal heaven, where we might indulge ourselves the more 
freely in this world^s goods, for having renounced them 
for a while. This grieTOus consequence is said actually 
to happen in some foreign countries, in the case of the 
multitude, who never will have a deep and consistent 
devotion while the world lasts ; and we should be much 
on our guard, lest it happens to us in our degree. It 
will be a sad thought for remembrance hereafter, if we 
shall find after all, that we have undone what was right 
and profitable in our Lent exercises by a relapse in 
Easter*tide. 

This, however, may be added for our encouragement, 
that to abstain for any length of time is the beginning 
of a habit ; aud we may trust, that what we have begun 
will continue, or tend to continue. And even though, 
through our frailty, we fall hack (which God forbid !), 
yet we shall find onr self-denials easier next Lent. Nay, 
as I just now said, we shall be able to do more. Self- 
denial wiU become natural to us. We shall feel no 
desire for those indulgences, whether animal or mental. 
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which savour of this world; and our tastes gnd likingg 
will begin to be fonned upon a heavenly rule. To those 
who are accustomed to self-denials, it is more iNiinful to 
indul"-e than to abstain, as every one of common self- 
control must know^ irom ordinary matters of his own 
experience. Persons in the humbler ranks^ of unrefined 
minds, look up to the rich, and wonder they do not do 
this or that, which they would do for certain, had they 
the like means. The reason is, tliat these rich persons, 
having a more perfect education, have too much taste and 
sense of propriety, even tbougfa religion should be absent^ 
to use their wealth in what may be called a barbarian 
way. Now the same dislike of self-indulgence, in all its 
shapes, is matured, under God^s grace, in the souls of 
those who seek Him in the way of austerity. Timothy 
had to be reminded by St. Paul to use a little wine ; for 
to drink wine was a trouble to Timothy, as putting him 
(to use a common phrase) out of his way. He was happy 
in his own way. All men have each his own way, and 
they wonder at one another. Each looks down upon his 
neighbour, because his neighbour does not like the very 
things he likes himself. We look down on foreigners, 
because their way is not ours. Happy he whose way is 
God's way ; when he is used to it, it is as easy as any 
other \vay — nay, much easier, for God's service is perfect 
freedom, whereas Satan is a cruel taskmaster. 

To conclude, let those who attempt to make this Lent 
profitable to their souls, by such observances as have 
ever been in use at this season since Christianity was, 
beware lest they lose this world without gaining the 
next; — ^for instance, as I said just now, by relapsing. 
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Or af,''ain, by observing^ what is in itself rij^bt in a cold 
and lormal manner. We can use the means, but it is 
God alone who blesses them. He alone turns the stones 
into bread; and brings water from the hard rock. He 
can turn all things into nourishment, but He alone can 
do so. Let us pray Him to bless what we venture for 
Him, that we may not only labour^ but may receive our 
wages, and gather fruit unto life eternal. Thb world 
is a very little thing to give up lor the next. Yet, if 
we give it up in heart and conversation, wc^ shall gain 
the next. Let us aim at the consistent habit of mind^ 
of looking towards God, and rejoicing in the glory which 
shall be revealed. lu that case, whether we eat or drink, 
or abstain, or whatever we do, we shall do all unto linn. 
Let us aim at being true heirs of the promise ; let us 
humbly aspire to be His elect, in whom He dclighteth, 
holy and undefiled, " blameless and liarmlcss, the sons 
of God^ without rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and 
perverse nation,'^ among whom we may shine ^'as 
lights in the worlds holding forth the word of life.'' 
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SEBMON lY. 

CHEISrS PRIVATIONS A MEDITATION FOR CHRISTIANS. 

2 Cob. viiL 9. 

•* IV know ihe grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, ihongh Me 7vaft 
rich, yet for your sakes Me became j^oor^ that ye through MU poverty 
might be rich.*' 

A S time goes on^ and Easter draws nearer, we are 
called upon not only to mourn over our sins, but 

especially over the various snfferino-s ^vlllc]l Christ our 
Lord and Saviour uiiderNwnt oa account of them. Why 
is it, my brethren, that we have so little feeling on the 
matter as we commonly have? Why is it that we are 
used to let the season come and go just like any other 
season, not thinkin«^ more of Christ than at other times, 
or^ at least, not feeling more? Am I not right in 
saying that this is the case? and if so, have I not cause 
for askini? why it is the case ? We are not moved when, 
we hear of the bitter passion of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, for us. We neither bewail our sins which 
caused it, nor have any sympathy with it. We do 
not suflfer wUA Him. If we come to Church, we hear. 
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and then we go away again ; not distrefised at all ; or 
if distressed, only for the moment. And many do not 

come to Church at all : and to thcm^ of course, this holy 
and solemn time is like other times. They eat, and 
dnnk^ and sleep, and rise np, and go abont their 
business and their pleasure, just as usual. They do 
not carry the thought of Ilini who died for them, along^ 
with them, — with them wherever they are, — with them 
'^whether they eat, or drink, or whatever they do/' 
They in no sense ''live,'* to use St. PauFs words, "by 
the faith of the Son of God, who loved them and gave 
Himself for them.'' 

This, alas ! cannot be denied. Yet, if it be so, that 
the Son of God came down from heaven, put aside His 
glory, and submitted to be despised, cruelly treated, and 
put to death by His own creatures, — by those whom He 
had made, and whom He had preserved up to that 
day, and was then upholding in life and being, — is it 
reasonable that so great an event should not move us? 
!Does it not stand to reason that we must be in a veiy 
irreligious state of mind, unless we have some little 
gratitude, some little sympathy, some little love, some 
little awe, some little self-reproach, some little self- 
abasement, some little repentance, some little desire of 
amendment, in consequence of what He has done and 
suffered for us ? Or, rather, may not so great a Bene- 
factor demand of us some overflowing gratitude, keen 
sympathy, fervent love, profound awe, bitter seli- 
reproach, earnest repentance, eager desire and longing 
after anew heart? Who can deny all this ? Why then, 
O my brethren is it not so? why are things with ns 
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as they are? Alas I I eorrowfiilly foretell tbat time will 

go on, and Passion-tide, Good Friday, and l^asUr- 
Day will pass hj, and the weeks after it, and many 
of you will be just what you were — not at all nearer 
heaven, not at all nearer Christ in your hearts and lives^ 
not impressed lastingly or saviug-ly with the thought 
of His mercies and your own sins and demerits. 

But why is this ? why do you so little understand the 
Gospel of your salvation? why are your eyes so dim, 
and your ears so hard of hearing-? why have you so 
little faith ? so little of hcayen in your hearts ? For this 
one reason, my brethren, if I must express my meaning 
in one word, because you so little medUate, You do not 
meditate, and therefore you are not impressed. 

"What is meditating on Christ? it is simply this, 
thinking habitually and constantly of Him and of His 
deeds and sufferings. It is to have Him before our 
minds as One whom we may contemplate, worship, and 
addiess when we rise up, when we lie down, when we 
eat and drink, when we are at home and abroad, when 
we are working, or walking, or at rest, when we are 
alone, and again when we are in eompany ; this is me- 
ditating. And by this, and nothing short of this, will 
our hearts come to feel as they ought. We have stony 
hearts, hearts as hard as the highways ; the history of 
Christ makes no impression on them. Aud yet, if we 
would be saved, we must have tender, sensitive, living 
hearts; our hearts must be broken, must be broken up 
like ground, and dug, and watered, and tended, and cul* 
tivatet], till they become as gardens, g-ardens ol Eden, 
acceptable to our God, ga.rden8 in which the Lord God 
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may walk and dwell; filled^ not with briars and tboms^ bat 

with all sweet-smelling and useful plants, with heavenly 
trees and tiowei-s. The dry and barren waste must 
burst forth into springs of living water. This change 
must take place in our hearts if we would be saved ; in 
a word, we must have what we Iiua c not by nature, 
faith and love; and how is this to be etfected, under 
God's grace^ but by godly and practical meditation 
through the day ? 

St, Peter deseribes what I mean, when he says, speak- 
inu;' of Christy "Whom having; not seen ye love; in 
whom, though now ye see Him not, yet believing, ye 
rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of glory 

Christ is gone away ; He is not seen ; we never saw 
Him, we only read and hear of Him. It is an old say- 
ing. Out of sight, out of mind/^ Be sure, so it will 
be, so it fnmt be with us» as regards our blessed Saviour, 
unless we make continual efforts all tbroug-h the day to 
think of Him, liis love, His precepts. His gilts, and His 
promises. We rnw^i recall to mind what we read in the 
Grospels and in holy books about Him ; we must bring 
before us what we have lieard in Church ; we must 
pray God to enable us to do so, to bless the doing so, 
and to make us do so in a simple-minded, sincere, and 
reverential spirit. In a word, we must meditate, for 
all this is meditation ; and this even the most unlearned 
person can do, and will do, if he has a will to do it. 

Now of such meditation^ or thinking over Christ's 
deeds and sufferings, I will say two things ; the first of 

1 1 Pet. i. & 
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which would be too plain to menHon, excex>t that, did I 
not mention it, I might seem to forget it, whereas I 
grant it. It is this : that such meditation is not at all 
pleasant at first. I know it ; people will find it at first 
very irksome, and their minds will gladly slip away to 
other suhjects. True : but consider, if Christ thought 
your salvation worth the great sacrifice of yoluntaiy 
sufferings for you, shonld not you think (what is your 
own concern) your own salvation worth the slight sacri- 
fice of learning to meditate upon those sufferings ? Can 
a less thing be asked of you, than, when He has done 
the work, that you should only have to believe in it and 
accept it? 

And my second remark is this : that it is only by 
slow degrees that meditation is able to soften our hard 
hearts, and that the history of Christ's trials and sor- 
rows really moves \\%, It is not once thinking of Christ 

or twice thinkin{> of Christ that will do it. It is bv 
going on quietly and steadily, with the thought of Him 
in our mind's eye, that by little and little we shall gain 
something of warmth, light, life, and love. We shall 
not perceive ourselves changing. ^'\t will be like the 
unfolding of the leaves in spring. You do not see them 
grow j you cannot, by watching, detect it. But every 
day, as it passes, has done something for them; and 
you are able, perhaps, every iriorning to say that they 
are more advanced than yesterday. So is it with our 
souls ; not indeed every morning, but at certain periods, 
we are able to see that we arc more alive and religious , 
than we uore, though during the interval we were not 
conscious that we were advancing. 
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Now, then, as if by way of specimen, I will say a few 
woids upon the voluntar}'^ self-abasement of Christ, to 
suggest to jou thoughts^ which jou ought^ indeed^ to 
bear about you at all times^ but especially at this most 
holy season of the year ; thoughts which \v\\\ in their 
poor measure (please God) prejjare you for seeing Christ 
in heaven^ and, in the meanwhile, will prepaie you for 
seeing Him in His Easter Eestival. Easter-Day comes 
but once a year ; it is short, like other days. O that we 
may make much of it, that ^ve may make the most of 
it, that we may enjoy it 1 O that it may not pass over 
like other days, and leave us no fragrance after it to remind 
us of it ! 

Come then, my brethren, at this time, before the solemn 
days are present, and let us review some of the privations 
of the Son of God made man, which should be your 
meditation through these holy weeks. 

And, chiefly. He seems to speak to the poor. He 
came in poverty, St. Paul says, in the text, Ye know 
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was 
rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, that ye through 
His poverty mi^i];'lit be rieli.'^^ Let not the poor suppose 
that their hardships are their own only, and that no 
one else ever felt them. The Most High God, God the 
Son, who had reigned with the Father from everlasting*, 
supremely blessed, He, even He, became a poor man, 
and suffered the hardships of the poor. What are their 
hardships ? I suppose such as these ; — ^that they have 
bad lodo'ing-, bad clothing, not enough to eat, or of a 
poor kind, that they have few pleasures or amusements, 
that they are despised, that they are dependent upon 
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others for their living, and that they have no prospects 
for the future. Now how was it with Christ, the 
Son of. the Living God ? Where was He bom ? In a 
stable. I suppose not many men suffer an indignity so 
great; bom, not in quiet and comfort, but amid the 
brute cattle ; and what was His first cradle, if I may so 
call it? a manger. Such were the b^nnings of His 
earthly life : nor did His condition mend as life went on. 
He says on one occasion, " Foxes have holes, and birds 
of the air have nests, but the Son of Man hath not 
where to lay His head He had no home. He was, 
when He began to preach, what would now be called 
with contempt a vagrant. There are persons who are 
obliged to sleep where they can ; such, in good measure, 
seems to have been our blessed Lord. We hear of 
Martha who was hospitable to Him, and of others; 
but, though little is told us, He seems, from what 
M told, to have lived a rougher life than any village 
peasant. He was forty days in the wilderness : where 
do yon think He slept then? in caves of the rock. 
And who were His compaiuoiis then? worse companions 
even than those He was born among. He was born 
in a cave; He passed forty nights in a cave; but on 
His birth, at least, they were tame beasts whom He 
was among, the ox and the ass. Jjut during His 
forty days' temptation He " was with the wild beasts." 
Those cayems in the wildamess are filled with fierce 
and poisonous creatures. There Christ slept; and 
doubtless, but for His Father^s unseen arm and 

< Luke ix. 58. 



Digilized by Google 



46 



Christ's Privaiions 



His own sanctity^ they would have fallen upon 

Him. 

Again, cold is auotlicr hardship whicii sensibly afflicts 
U8. This^ too^ Christ enduied. He lemaioed whole 
nights in prayer upon the mountains. He ixise hefore 
day and went into soUtaiy places to pray. He was on 
the sea at night. 

Heat is a suffering which does not afflict us much in 
our country^ hut is very formidahle in the eastern ports^ 
where our Saviour lived. Men keep at home when 
the Sim is high, lest it should harm them ; yet we read 
of His sitting down on JacoVs well at mid*day^ being 
wearied with His journey. 

Observe this also, to which I have already referred. 
He was constantly journeying during His ministry, Jind 
journeying on foot. Once lie rode into Jerusalem, to 
fulfil a prophecy. 

Again, He endured hunger and thirst. He was 
athirst at the well^ and asked the Samaritan woman to 
give Him water to drink. He was hungry in the 
wilderness, when He fasted forty days. At another 
time, when actively engaged in His works of mercy. 
He and His discipk^s had no time to eat l^read \ And, 
indeed, wandering about as He did. He seldom could 
have been certain of a meaL And what was the kiud of 
food He lived on? He was much in the neighbourhood 
ui au inland sea or lake, ealled the sea of Gennesaret, or 
l^berias, and He and His Apostles lived on bread and 
hsh j as spare a diet as poor men have now, or sparer. 



» Mark vi. 31. 
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We bear, on one well-biiown occasion, of five barley 
loaves and two bmall fisbes. After His resurrection He 
provided for His Apostles — a iiie^and iifib laid thereon^ 
and bread * *" as it would seem^ their usual fare. 

Yet it deserves notice that, in spite of this penury. 
He and His were in tbe custom of gfiving something to 
the poor notwithstanding. They did not allow them- 
selves to make the most even of the little thej had. 
When the traitor Judas rose up and went out to betray 
ilim, and Jesus spoke to him, some of the Apostles 
thought that He was giving directions about alms to 
the poor ; this shows His practice. 

And He was, as need scaiTcly be added, quite depen- 
dent on others. Sometimes ricli men entertained Ilim. 
Sometimes, as I have said, pions persons ministered 
to Him of their substance ^. He livedo in His own 
blessed words, like the ravens^ whom God feeds, or like 
the grass of the field, wliieli God clothes. 

Need I add tliat He had few pleasures, few recrea- 
tions ? it is hardly in place to speak on such a topic in 
the case of One who came from God, and who had 
other thoughts and ways than we have. Yet there are 
innocent enjoyments which God ^ives us hero to coun- 
terbalance the troubles of life \ our Lord was exposed to 
the trouble, and might have taken also its oompensatioii. 
But He i-efrained. It has been observed, that He is 
never spoken of as mirthful; we often read of His 
sighing, groaning, and weeping. He was '^a. ;man of 
sorrows and acquainted with grief/' 

i John xxi. 9. * Luke viii. 3. 
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Now let us proceed to other greater sufferings^ which 

He took on Himself when He became poor. Contempt^ 
hatred^ and persecution from the world was one of these. 
Even in His infancy Mary had to flee with Him into 
> Egypt to hinder Herod from killing Him. When He 
' returned, it was not safe to dwell in Judea, and He was 
brought up at Nazareth, a place of evil name, where the 
holy Virgin had been when Grabriel the Angel came to 
her. I need not say how He was set at nought and 
persecuted by the Pharisees and priests when He began 
to preach, and had again and again to flee for liis life, 
which they were bent on taking. 

Another great suffering from which our Lord did not 
withdraw Himself, was what in our case we call bereave- 
ment, the loss of relations or friends by death. This, in- 
deed> it was not easy for Him to sustain, who had but 
one earthly near relation, and so few friends ; but even 
this affliction He tasted for our sakes. Lazarus was 
His friend, and He lost him. He knew, indeed, that 
He could restore him, and He did. Yet still He bitterly 
lamented him, for whatever reason, so that the Jews 
said, Behold how He loved him.'' But a greater and 
truer bereavement, as far as wo dare speak of it, was 
His original act of humiliation itself, in ]eavino> His 
heavenly glory and coming down on earth. This^ of 
oonrse, is a great mystery to us from beginning to end; 
still. He certainly vouchsafes to speak, through His 
Apostle, of His " emptying Himself"'^ of His glory; so 
that we may fiiirly and reverently consider it as an un-» 
Efpeakable and wondrous bereavement, which He under- 
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went, ill l)eiii<^'' tor the time, as it were, disinherited, and 
made in the likeness of sinful flesh. 

Bat all these were but the banning of sorrows with 
Him; to see their fulness we must look on to His 
passion. In the anguish which He then endured, we 
see all His other sorrows concentrated and exceeded; * 
though I shall say little of it now^ when His time is 
not yet oome/' 

But I will observe thus much ; first, what is veiy 
wonderful and awful, the overwhelming' fear He had of 
His sufferings before they came. This shows how great 
they were; but it would seem besides this, as if He 
had decreed to go througli all trials for us, and, among^ 
them, the trial of I'ear. He says, " Now is My soul 
troubled, and what shall I say ? Father, save Me from 
this hour ; but for this cause came I unto this hour/' 
And when the hour came, this terror formed the l)e^n- 
ning of His suHerings, and caused His agony and bloody 
sweat. He prayed, O My Father, if it be possible, let 
this cup pass from Me ; nevertheless, not My will, but 
Thine, he done.'' St. Luke adds; "And being in an 
agony. He prayed more earnestly, and His sweat was as 
it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground ^" 

Neict, He was betrayed to death by one of His own 
friends. What a hitter stroke was tlus ! He was lonely 
enough without this : but in tliis last trial, one of the 
twelve Apostles, His own familiar friend, betrayed Him, 
and the otihers forsook Him and fled; though St. Peter 
and St. John afterwards recovered heart a little, and 

> John xH. 27. Kott xxvL 89. Lake xxii. 44. 
[VI] ■ 
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followed Him. Yet soon St. Peter himself incurred a 
worse sin, by denying Him thrice. How affectionately 

He felt towards them, and how He drew towards them 
with a natural movement of heart upon the approach of 
His trials though they disappointed Him^ is pbun from 
• the words He used towards them at His Last Supper ; 
''He said unto them, With desire I have desired to eat 
this passover with you before T suffer ^" 

Soon after this His sufferings began \ and both in soul 
and in body was this Holy and Blessed Saviour^ the Son 
ot God, and Lord of life^ ig^iven over to the malice of the 
great enemy of God and man. Job was given over to 
Satan in the Old Testament^ but within prescribed 
limits ; first, the Evil One was not allowed to touch his 
person, and afterwards, though his person, yet not his 
life. But Satan had power to trium])li, or what he 
thought was triumphing, over the life of Christ, who 
confesses to His persecutors, ''This is your hour, and 
the power of darkness His head was crowned and 
torn with thorns, and bruised with staves \ His face was 
defiled with spitting; His shoulders were weighed 
down with the heavy cross; His back was rent and 
gashed with scourges ; His hands and feet gored tlirough 
with nads ; His side, by way of contumely, wounded 
with the spear; His mouth parched with intolerable 
thirst ; and His soul so bedarkened^ that He cried out, 
"My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Mc'?'' 
And thus He hung upon the Cross for six hours, His 
whole body one wound, exposed almost naked to the eyes 

» Luke xxii. ]5. * Xioke xxii. 53. » Matt, xxvii. 46. , 
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of men, despising the shame '/^ and xailcd at^ taunted, 

and cursed by all who siiw Iliiu. Surely to Him alone, 
iu their fulness, apply the Prophet's words; "Is it 
nothing to yon, all ye that pass by ? behold, and see if 
there be any sorrow like unto My sorrow which is done 
unto .Ml , w herewith the Lord hath afflicted Me in the . 
day of His tierce anger '/^ 

How little are our sorrows to these ! how little is our 
pain, our haidships, our persecutions, compared with 
those vvliicli Christ voluntarily undertook for us! If 
He, the sinless, underwent these, what wonder is it that 
we sinners should endure, if it so be, the hundredth part* 
of them ? How base and miserable are we, for under* 
btaudintp them so little, for being* so little impressed by 
them I Alas ! if we felt them as we oug-ht^ of course 
they would be to us, at seasons such as that now coming, 
far worse than what tiie death of a friend is, or his 
painful illnesp. We should not Ijc able at such times 
to take pleasure in this world; we should lose our en- 
joyment of things of earth ; we should lose our appetite^ 
and be sick at heart, and only as a matter of duty eat, 
and drink, and go about our work. The Holy Season on 
which we shall soon enter would be a week of mourn- 
ing, as when a dead body is in a house. We cannot, 
indeed, thus feel, merely because we wish and ought so 
to feel. We ( annot force ourselves into so feeling". I 
, do not exhort this man or that so to feel, since it is not 
in his power. We cannot work ourselves up into such 



feelings ; or, if we can, it is 



1 Hcb. xil. 2. 




Digitized by Google 



5 2 Christ's Privations^ &c, 

because it i« a working up, which is bad. Deep feelings 

is but the natural or necessary attt^ndant uii a lioly 
heart. Bjit though we cannot at our will thus feel, 
and at once, we can go the way thus to feel. We can 
grow in grace till we thus feel. And, meanwhile, we 
can observe such an outward abstinence from the inno- 
cent pleasures and comforts of life, as may prepare us 
for thus feeling ; such an abstinence as we should spon- 
taneously observe if we did thus feel. We may meditate 
upon Christ's sufferin<2fs ; and by this meditation we sliall 
gradually, as time goes on, be brought to these deep 
< feelings. We may pray God to do for us what we cannot 
do for ourselves, to make us feel ; to give us the spirit 
of gratitude, love, reverence, self-abasement, ^odly fear, 
repentance, holiness, and lively faith. 
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SEEMON V. 

CHRIST, THE SON OP QOD MADE 1£AN. 



(mTH 0UNDAY IIT UVT.) 



HsB. ix. 11. 



CkM Miff eom0, a» Sigh Mut gowt iUngw (o coiM, If m 
grtaUr and morep^r^et UAwnads, noi HMultf with hattdfiihai w lo 
9afft noi qf Mit ImHing** 

TJEFOKE the Passover the Jews numbered fourteen 



days, and then the Jj'east came. It was to be the 
fourteenth day of the months at even; and to mark the 
be^innin^ of that period more distinctly^ it was made 
the beginning*" oi* months^ that is, the first month of the 
year. We then^ if our Easter answers to the Passover, 
as substance answers to shadow^ may well account that 
from this day, which is fourteen days before Easter^ a 
more sacred season begins. And so our Cliuroh seems 
to have determined it, since from this day, the character 
of the Services changes. Henceforth they have more 
immediate reference to Him, whose death and resur* 
rection we are soon to commemorate. The lirsL weeks 
in Lent are spent in repentance, though with the 
thought of Him withal, who alone can give grace and 
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power to om' penitential exercises; the last, without 
precluding lepentance, are moie especiallj consecrated to 
the thought of those sufferings, whereby grace and power 
were purchased for ns. 

The history of the destruction of Sodom and Go- 
morrah; of Dinah, Jacobus daughter; and of Joseph in 
Potiphajr's house ; the account of our Lord's temptation; 
and the payable of the man out of whom the evil spirit 
went and returned sevenfold, which have Ijeeu read on 
Sundays at this season, may fitly be called penitential 
subjects; and of the same character have been the 
Epistles. On the other hand, to-day's Epistle^, from 
which the text is taken, speaks of Christ^s Incarnation 
and Atonement; while the Gospel tells us of His 
Divinity, He being that same God who, as the first 
Morning Lesson relates, called Himself in the bush 
"I am that I am.'' And so again, next Sunday's 
Epistle is also upon our Lord's Divinity and voluntary 
humiliation, and one of the Lessons and the Gospel 
contain the sacred narrative of His passion and death. 
The other second Lesson is also on the subject of His 
humiliation, from St. Paul. And further : all fom* first 
Lessons of to-day and next Sunday relate to the de^ 
liverance of the Israelites from Egypt^ which is the type 
of our redemption. 

Let us then to-day, in accordance with the apparent 
disposition of our Services, remind ourselves of one or 
two of the great truths which the Epistle contains;^ 
of course we cannot do so with any great exactness or 
completeness ;— but still, sufiiciently to serve, through 
Ood^s merqr, as a sort of preparation for the solemn 
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days wlueh lie before tis in tlie course of the next fort- 
night. It Avill be a fitting preparation, please God, 
tor Good Friday, to bear in mind who our Lord is, and 
what He has done for us. And^ at present, let us con- 
fine ourselves to this one subject, who our Lord is, — 
God and man in one Person. On this most sacred 
and awful subject, I shall speak as simply and plainly 
as I can ; merely stating what has to be stated, after 
the pattern of the Creeds, and leaving those who hear 
me, as tlie Creeds leave tlicin, to reeeive it into their 
hearts Ixuitfuliy, and to improve it, under God's grace, 
for themselves. 

Let us, I say, consider who Christ is, as the Epistle 
fur the day sets forth in the words of the text. 

1, First, Christ is God: from eternity He was the 
Living and True God. This is not mentioned expressly 
in the Epistle for this day, though it is significantly im- 
plied there in various ways ; but it is all but expressly 
stated, and that by Himself, in the Gospel. He says there. 

Before Abraham was, lam^:^^ by which words He 
declares that He did not begin to exist from the Virgin's 
womb, but had been in existence before. And by using* 
the words / lie seems to allude, as I have already 
said, to the Name of God, which was revealed to Moses 
in the burning bush, when he was commanded to say to 
the children of Israel, " / am hath sent me unto you*.'* 
Again: St. Paul says of Christ, that He was in the form 
of God/^ and. thought it not robbery to be equal with 
6k>d,'' yet made Himself of no reputation.^' In like 
manner St. John says; " In the beginning was the Word, 

> Jolin viu. 58. » Exod. iu. 14. 
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and the Word was with God, and the Word was €k)d." 
And St. Thomas addressed II im as ins Lord and his 
God ; and St. Paul declares that He is " God over all, 
hlessed for ever;'^ and the prophet Isaiah, that He is 
"the mighty €k>d, the Everksting Father;** and St. 
Paul again, that He is ' our great God and Saviour;** 
and St. Jude, that He is our only Sovereign God and 
Lord'/* It is not necessary, surely, to enlarge on this 
point, which is constantly hroughthefore us in Scripture 
and in our Services. Day by day we magnify Him, 
and we worship His Name ever world without end 
which would he idolatry were He not the Very and 
Eternal God, our Maker and Lord. We know, indeed, 
that the Father is God aiso, and so is the Holy Ghost ; 
but still Christ is God and Lord, most fuUy^ completely, 
and entirely, in all attributes as perfect and as adorable, 
as if nothing had been told us of Father or of Holy 
Giiost; as much to be adored, as, before He came in 
the flesh, the Father was adored by the Jews, and is 
now to he adored by us *^ in spirit and in truth.** For 
He tells us expressly Himself, He that hath seen Me, 
hath seen the Father;** and "all men^^ are to honour 
the Son, even as they honour the Father -/* and " He 
that honoureth not the Son, hououreth not the Father 
which hath sent Him*.** 

2. And here we are brought to the second point of 
doctrine which it is necessary to insist upon, that while 
onr Lord is God He is also the Son of God, or rather, 

1 Phil. ii. 6, 7. John i. 1; xir. 2S. Som. ix. 5. hxu ix. 6. Tit. 
il. 13. Judo 4. 

2 Joiinxiv. V. S3. 
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that He k Ood because He is the Son of Gk)d. We are 

apt, at first hearing, to say that He is God thoug-h He 
is the Son of God^ marvelling at the mystery. But 
what to man is a mysteiy^ to God is a cause. He is 
God, not ikoughy bat because He is the Son of God. 

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, that which 
is bom of the Spirit is spirit,'^ and That which is be- 
. gotten of Grod is God. I do not say that we could 
presume thus to reason for ourselves, but Scripture draws 
the conclusiou for us. Christ tells us Himself, " as the 
Father hath life in Himself, so hath He given to the 
Son to have life in Himself And St. Paul says^ that 
He is " the brightness of God's glory, and the express 
Image of His Person And thus, thougli we could 
not presume to reason of ourselves that He that is 
begotten of God is God^ as if it became us to reason 
at all about such inef&ble things, yet, by the light of 
Scripture, we may. And niter all^ if the truth must be 
said, it is surely not so marvellous and mysterious that 
the Son of God should be God^ as that there should be 
a Son of God at all. It is as little level to natnral 
reason that God should ha\ e a Son, as that, if there be 
a Son^ He must be God because He is the Son. Both 
are mysteries; and if we admit with Scripture that 
there be an Only-begotten Son, it is even less to admit, 
what Scripture also teaches, that that Only-begotten 
Son is God because He is Only-begotten. And this is 
what makes the doctrine of our Lord's Eternal Sonship 
of such supreme importance, viz. that He is God because 
He is begotten of God ; and they who give up the latter 

1 John T. 23. Heb. i. 3. 
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troth, axe in the way to give up^ or will be found 

already to have given up, the former. The great safe- 
guard to the doctrine of our Lord''s Divinity is the 
doctrine of His Sonship ; we realize that He is God 
only when we acknowledge Him to be by nature and 
from eternity Son. 

Nay, our Lord's Sonship is not only the guarantee to 
us of His Godhead, but also the antecedent of His incar- 
nation. As the Son was Grod, so on the other hand was 
the Son suitably made man ; it belonged to Him to have 
the Father s perfections, it became Him to assume a 
servant's form. We must beware of supposing that the 
Persons of the Ever-blessed and All-holy Trinily differ 
from each other only in this, that the Father is not the 
Son, and the Son is not the Father. They differ in this 
besides, that the Father u the Father, and the Son m 
the Son. While They are one in substance. Each has 
distinct characteristics which the Other has not. Surely 
those sacred Names have a meaning in them, and must 
not lightly be passed over. And they will be found, if 
we reverently study them, to supply a very merciful use 
towards our understanding Scripture ; for we shall see a 
fitness, I say, now that that sacred truth is revealed, in 
the &(m of God taking flesh, and we shall thereby under- 
stand better what He says of Himself in the Gospels. 
The Son of Gtod became the Son a second time, though 
not a second Son, by becoming man. He was a Son 
both before His incarnation, and, by a second mystery, 
alter it. From eternity He had been the Only-batten 
in the bosom of the Father; and when He came on 
earth, this essential relation to the Father remained 
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unaltered; still, He was a Son, wlicu iii the foriii of a 
.servant, — still performing the will of the Father, as His 
Father's Woid and Wisdom^ manifesting His glorj and 
accomplishing His purposes. 

For instance, take the following passages of Scripture : 
"\ do nothing of Myself " He that sent Me is with 
Mej'' ''the Eather hath not left Me alone/' ''My 
Father worketh hitherto^ and I work;^' Whatsoever 
I speak, even as the Father said unto Me, so I speak 
" I am in the Father, and the Father in Me \" Now, it 
is trae> these passages may be understood of our Lord's 
human nature \ but^ surely, if we confine them to this 
interpretation, we run the risk of viewing Christ as two 
separate beings, not as one Person ; or, again, of gra* 
dually forgetting aud explaining away the doctcme of 
His Divinity altogether. If we speak 'as if our Lord had 
a human personality, then, if He has another personality 
as God, He is not one Person; and if He has not. He is 
not God. Such passages, then, as the for^^oiog, would 
seem to speak neither of Christ's human nature, nor of 
His divine, solel}", but of both together; that is, of Him 
who being the Son of God is also man. Ho who spoke 
was one really existing Person, and He, that 'one Living 
and Almighty Son, both God and man, was the bright- 
ness of God's glory and His Power, and wi'ought wluit 
His Father and He wiiied, and was in the Father and 
the Father in Him, not only from et^nity but in time. 
From eternity He was this, and did this, as God ; and 
in time He was this, and did this, in that manhood 

> Jobn viii, 29; y. 17; zii, 60; ziv. 10. 
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which He asstimed. It was therefore true of Him 
altogethery when He spoke, that He was not alone, nor 
spoke or wrought of Himself, but where He was, there 
was the Father, and whoso had seen Him had seen the 
Father, whether we think of Him as God or as man. 

Again, we read in Scripture of His being sent by the 
Father, addressing the Father, interceding to Him for 
His disciples, and declaring to them that His Father is 
greater than He ; in what sense sajrs and does He all 
this? Some will be apt to say that He speaks only in 
His liuman nature ; which words are perplexing to the 
mind that tries really to contemplate Him as Scripture 
describes Him, as if He were speaking only under a cha- 
racter, and not in His Person. No; it is truer to say 
that He, that One All-gracious Son of God, who had 
been with the Father from the beginning, equal in all 
divine perfections and one in substance, but subordinate 
as being the Son, — as He had ever been His Word, and 
Wisdom, and Counsel, and Will, and Power in Heaven, 
— so after His incarnation, and upon the earth, still 
spoke and acted after, yet with, the Father as before, 
though in a new natiu'e, which He had j>ut on, and in 
humiliation. 

This, then, is the second point of doctrine which I had 
to mention, that our Lord was not only God, but the 

Son of God, We know more than that God took on 
Him our flesh ; though all is mysterious, we have a point 
of knowledge further and more distinct, viz. that it was 
neither the Father nor the Holy Ghost, but the Son of 
the Father, God the Son, God from God, and Light 
from Light, who came down upon earth, and who thus. 
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though graciously taking on Him a new nature, re- 
mained as He had been ti ora everlasting, the Bon of the 
Father^ and spoke and acted towards the Father as a 
Son. 

3. Now, thirdly, let us proceed to consider His mercy 
iu taking un llini our nature, and what that act of mercy 
implies. The text speaks of a greater and more per- 
fect tabernacle/' that is^ greater than any thing earthly. 
This means His pure and sinless flesh, which was miracu- 
lously formed of the substance of the Blessed Virgin, 
and therefore called not of this building/' or more 
literally, not of this creation/' for it was a new creation 
by which He was formed, even by the descent of the 
Holy Ghost. This was the new and perfect tabernacle 
into which He entered ; entered, but not to be confined, 
not to be circumscribed by it. The Most High dwelleib 
not in temples made with hands i though His own 
hands " made it and fashioned it/' still He did not cease 
to be what He was, because He became man, but was 
still the Infinite God, manifested in, not altered by the 
flesh. He took upon Him our nature, as an instrument 
of His purposes, not as an agent in the work. What is 
one thing cannot become another; His manhood re- 
mained human, and His Godhead remained divine. God 
became man, yet was still Grod, having His manhood as 
an adjunct, perfect in its kind, but dependent upon 11 is 
Godhead. So much so, that unless Scripture had ex- 
pressly called Him man, we might well have scrupled to 
do so. Left to ourselves, we mi^^ht have felt it more 
reverential to have spoken of Him, as iucaniaie indeed, 
come in human fiesh, human and the like, but not simply 
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as man. But St. Paul speaks in plain terms of our one 

Mediator as " the man Christ Jesus/' not to speak of our 
Lord's own words on the subject. Stilly we must ever 
remember, that though He was in nature perfect man, 
He was not man in exactly the same sense in which any 
one of us is a man. Tliougli man, He was not, strictly 
speaking, in the English sense of the word, a man ; He 
was not such as one of us, and one out of a number. 
He was man because He had onr human nature wholly 
and perfectlj', but His Person is not human like ours, 
but divine. He who was from eternity, continued, one 
and the same, but with an addition. His incarnation 
was a taking of the manhood into God.^' As He had 
no eartlily lallier, so has Ho no human j^ersonality. We 
may not speak of Him as we speak of any individual 
man, acting from and governed by a human intelligence 
within Him, but He was God, acting not only as God, 
but now throufifh the flesh also, when He would. He 
was not a man made God, but God made man. 

(1.) Thus, when He prayed to His Father, it was not 
tiie prayer of a man supplicating God, but of the 
Eternal Son of God who had ever shared the glory of 
the Father, addressing Him, as before, but under far 
other circumsfcances, and in a new way, not according to 
those most intimate and ine&ble relations which be- 
longed to Him who was in the bosom of the Father, but 
in the economy of redemption, and in a lower world, 
viz. through' the feelings and thoughts of himaan nature. 
When He wept at the grave of Lazarus, or sighed at 
the Jews' hardness of heart, or looked round about in 
anger, or had compassion on the multitudes. He manifested 
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the tender mercy, the compassion, tlio long'-siifFenni^, 
the fearful wrath of Almighty God, yet not in Himself, 
as from eternity^ but as if indirectly through the 
outlets of that manhood with which He had clothed 
Himself. 

(2.) AVhen " He spat on the «^round, and made clay 
of the spittle, and He anointed l^e eyes of the blind 
man with the clay V' He exerted the virtQe of His 
Divine Essence thiongh the properties and cirenmstances 
of the flesh. When He breathed on His disciples and 
said, "Receive ye the Holy Ghost He vouchsafed 
to give His Holy Spirit throngh the breath of His 
human nature. When virtue went out of Him, so 
that wiiuso touched Him was made whole, iiere too, in 
like manner. He shows us that He was not an indi- 
vidual man, like «iy of us, but God acting through 
human nature as His assumed instrument. 

(8.) "When He poured out His precious blood upon 
the Cross, it was not a man's blood, though it belonged 
to His manhood, but blood full of power and virtue, in- 
rfinct with life and grace, » iwuing most myBterionslr 
from Him who was the Creator of the world. And 
the case is the same in every successive communication 
of Himself to individual Chiistians. As He became 
the Atoning Sacrifice by means of His human nature, 
m is He our High Priest in heaven by means of the 
same. He is now in heaven, entered into the Holy 
p1ace> interceding for us, and dispensing 'blessings to 
us. He gives us abundantly of His Spirit j but still 
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He gives It not at once from His Divine nature^ though 
from eternity the Holy Ghost proceeds from the Son as 
well as from the Father, but by means of that incorrup- 
tible flesh which lie has taken on Him. For Ciirist is 
come a High Priest through the perfect tabernacle 
which He assumed^ a tabernacle not of this creation, 
or in the ordinary course of nature, but framed miracu- 
lously of the siihstance of the A^ir^in by the Holy 
Ghost ; and therefore the streams of life flow to us 
from Him^ as 0(A indeed, but still as God incarnate. 

That which quickeneth us is the Spirit of the 
Second Adam, and His flesh is that wherewith He 
quickeneth." 

(4.) I shall mention a fourth and last point in this 
great mystery. I have said that our Hi^h Priest and 

Saviour, the Sou of God, when lie took our nature upon 
Him, acted through it, without ceasing to V)c what He 
was before, making it but the instrument of His gracious 
purposes. But it must not be supposed, because it was 
an instrument, or because in the text it is called a taber- 
nacle, that therefore it was not intimately one with 
Him, or that it was merely like what is commonly meant 
by a tabernacle, which a man dwells in, and may come 
in and out of; or like an instrument, which a man 
takes up and lays down. Far from it ; though His 
Divine Nature was sovereign and supreme when He 
became incarnate, yet the manhood which He assumed 
was not kejit at a distance from Him (if I may so 
speak) as a mere instrument, or put on as a mere 
garment, or entered as a mere tabernacle, but it was 
really taken into the closest and most ineffid>le union 
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with Him. He received it into His Divine Essence (if 
we may dare so to speak) almost as a new attribute of 

His Person; of course I speak by way ot unalogy, but 1 
mean as simply and indissolubly. Let us consider what 
is meant by God^s justice, or mercy, or wisdom, and we 
shall perhaps have some glimpse of the meaning of the 
inspired writers, when they ppeak of the Son's incarna- 
tion. If we said that the Son of God is just ormerciM, 
we should mean that these are attributes which attach to 
all He is or was. Whatever He says, whatever He 
designs, whatever lie works. He is just and loving when 
He thus says, designs, or works. There never was a 
moment, there never was an act or providence, in which 
God wrought, without His being just and loving, even 
though both attributes may not be exercised at once in 
the same act. In somewhat the same way the Son of 
God is man ; all that is necessary to constitute a perfect 
manhood is attached to His eternal Person abso- 
lutely and entirely, belonging to Him as really and 
Mly as His justice, truth, or power; so that it 
would be as unmeaning to speak of dividing one of 
His attributes from Him as to separate from Him 
His manhood. 

This throws light upon the Catholic tenet, that the 
Godhead and Manhood were joined together in One 
Person, ne\ tji to be divided/^ words which also serve too 
often to bring home to us how faintly we master the 
true doctrine: for we are sometimes tempted to ask, 
where is it said in Scripture that the manhood shall 
never be divided from the Godhead ? which is as incon- 
gruous a question as if we were to ask whether God's 

[vi] P 
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justice^ mercy ^ or holiness can be divided from Him ; 

or wliether Scripture ever declares that this or that 
attribute may not disap])ear : for as these have no real 
existence except as in God^ neither has our Lord's man- 
hood except as in His Divine nature ; it never subsisted 

except as belonging to Ilis divinity ; it has no subsistence 
in itself. 

Thus all that He did and said on earth was but the 
immediate deed and word of Grod the Son actin<^^ by 
meaiij^ of His human tabemncle. He surrounded Him- 
self with it; He lodg^ed it within Hira; and thenceforth 
the Eternal Word, the Son of God, the Second Person 
in the Blessed Trinity, had two natures, the one His own 
as reall}' as the other. Divine and human ; and He acted 
through both of them, sometimes through both at once, 
sometimes through One and not through the other, as 
Almighty God acts sometimes by the attribute of justice, 
sometimes by that of love, sometimes througfh both 
together. He was as entirely man as if He had 
ceased to be God, as fully God as if He had never 
become man, as fully both at once as He was in being 
at all. 

The Athanasian Creed expresses all this as follows : 
The right faith is, that we believe and confess that our 

Lord Jesus Christ the Son of God is God and Man; God 
oi the substance of His Father, begotten before the 
worlds ; and Man of the substance of His Mother, bom 
in tibe world. Perfect God \ and perfect Man, of a rea- 
sonable soul and human flesh subsisting : who, althoug'h 
He he God and Man, yet is not two but one Christ ; one, 
not by conversion of the Godhead into flesh,^' as if He 
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could cease to be God, " but by taking of the Manhood 
into Ood/^ taking it into His Divine Person as His 
own : '^'one altogether^ not by confusion of substance/' 
not by the Divine Nature and the human becoming some 
one new nature^ as if lie ceased to be God, and did not 
become a man^ "but bj unity of Person" This is 
what His unity consists in, — ^not unity of natniej but 
in this, that He who came on earth, was the very Same 
who had been from everlasting. 

In conclusion, let me observe, that we ought not to 

speak, we ou^^ht not to bear^ such hi<;'h truths, without 
great reverence and awe, and preparation of mind. And 
this is a reason, perhaps, why this is a proper season for 
dwelling on them ; when we have been engaged, not in 
mirth and festivity, but in chastening and soberincif 
ourselves. The Psalmist says, " Lord, I am not high 
minded; I have no proud looks. I do not exercise 
myself in great matters which are too high for me. But 
I refrain my soul and keep it low, like as a child that is 
weaned from his mother.^' "When we are engaged in 
weaning ourselves £rom this world, when we are denying 
ourselves even lawful things, when we have a subdued 
tone of thought and feeling, then is an allow able time 
surely to speak of the high mysteries of the faith. And 
then, too, aare they especially a comfort to us ; but those 
who neglect lasting, make light of orthodoxy too. But 
to those who through God's grace are otherwise minded, 
the Creed of the Church brings relief ; when, amid the 
gloom of their own hearts, Christ rises like the Sun of 
righteousness, giving them peace for disquiet, ^'beauly 
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for ashes, the oil of joy for moamiiig, the garment of 

praise for the spirit of heaviness, that they may be called 
trees of righteousness^ the planting of the Lord^ that He 
may be glorified/' 
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SEEMON VI. 

THE INCABNATE SON, A SUFFEBEB AND SACRIFICE. 
(8IXTS SVVDAT ZV UVT.) 

Feil. il. & 

*' Bektg found in fashion at a man, Se humbled Stmsetf and hecamB 
^bedkiU tnUo dtath, 09m tk^ d«M of tie Orott" 

wlio thns humbled Himself'— l>eiiig first made 

man, then dying, and that upon the shameful 
and agonizing Cross— was the same who from eternity 
had been in the fonn of God/^ and was equal with 
Giod/' as the Apostle declares in a preceding verse. In 
the beginning" was the Word, and the Word was with 
God ; and the Word was God ; the same was in the begin- 
ning with God; thus speaks St. John^ a second witness 
to the same great and awful truth. And he, too, goes 
on to say, And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt 
among us.^' And at the close of his Gospel, as we know, 
he gives an account of our Lord's death upon the Cross. 

We are now approaching that most sacred day whoi 
we commemorate Christ's passion and death. Let us 
try to fix our minds upon this great thought. Let us 
try^ what is so very difficult, to put off other thoughts. 
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to dear our minds of things transitory, temporal, and 

earthly, and to occupy them with the contemplation of 
the Eternal Priest and His one ever-enduriug Sacrifice; 
— ^that Sacritice which, though completed once for all 
on Calvary, yet ever abideth, and, in its power and its 
grace, is ever present among ns, and is at all times 
gratefully and awfully to be commemorated, but now 
especially, when the time of year is come at which it 
was made. Let us look upon Him who was lifted up 
that He mii^liL draw us to Him ; and, by being- drawn 
one and ail to Ilim, let us be drawn to each other, so that 
we may understand and feel that He has redeemed us one 
and all, and that, unless we love one another, we cannot 
really have love to Him who laid down His life for us. 

With the hope, then, of snj^i^esting to you some serious 
thoughts for the week which begins with this day, I 
will make a few remarks, such as the text suggests, upon 
that dreadful yet most joyful event, the passion and 
death of our Lord. 

And,- lirst, it ought not to be necessary to say, though 
it may be neceSiBary even because it is so obvious, — (for, 
what is very plain is sometimes taken for granted by 
those who know it, and lience is never heard by 
others at all,) — this, I si^r, in the first place, muct be 
ever rismembeted, that Christ^s deal^ wa« not a mere 
martyixlora. A martyr is one who dies for the Church, 
who is put to death for preacliing and maintaining the 
truth. - ChAst, indeed, was put to death for preaching 
the Gospel; yet He Was not a Martyr, bat He wa9 
much more than a Martyr. Had He been a mere man. 
He would have been rightly called a Martyr, but as He 
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was not a mere man, so He was not a mere Mart3rr. 

Man dies as a Martyr, but the Son of God dies as an 
Atonin<^* Sacrifice. 

Here then^ as you see^ we are at once introduced into 
a very my sterious subject, though one which concerns us 
most nearly. There was a virtue in His death, which 
there could be in no otlieiv, lor He was God. We, indeed, 
could not have told beforehand what would follow from 
so high an event as God becoming incarnate and dying 
on the Cross : but that Fomethiii"* extraordinnrv and 
high would issue from it, we might have been quite 
sore^ though nothing had been told us. He would not 
have so humbled Himself for nought ; He could not so 
huml)lc Himself (if I may use the expression) without 
momentous consequences. 

It would be well if we opened our minds to what is 
meant by the doctrine of the Son of God dying on the 
Cross for us. I do not nay we shall ever be able to 
solve the mystery of it^ but we may understand in what 
the Mystery consists; and that is what many men are 
deficient in. They have no clear views what the truth 
of the matter is; if they had, it would make them more 
serious than they are. Let it be understood, then, that 
tiie Almighty Son of God, who had been in the bosom 
of the Father from everlasting, became man; became 
man as truly as He was always God. He was God from 
God, as the Creed says ; that is, as being the Son of the 
Father^ He had all those infinite perfections from the 
Father which the Father had. He was of one substance 
with the Father, and was God, because the Father was 
God. He was truly God^ but He became as truly man» 
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He became man^ yet so as not to cease in any respect 

bcinqr what He was before. He added a new nature to 
Himself, yet so intimately, that it was as if He had 
actually left His former self^ which He did not. The 
Word became flesh even this would seem mvsteiy and 
iiiarvel enough, but even this was not all ; not i>rily was 
He " made man/^ but, as the Creed goes on to state. 
He was cmcified also for us under Pontius Pilate^ He 
suffered and was buried/' 

Now here, I sav, is a fresh mysterv in the iiistory of 
His humiliation, and the thought of it will cast a new 
and solemn light on the chapters we shall read during 
the week. I have said that, after His incarnation, man's 
nauut? was as much and as truly Christ^s as His Divine 
attril>utes; St. Paul even sj>eaks of God '^purchasing 
US with His own blood/' and of the Lord of glory'' 
being "killed,'' — expressions which, more than any 
other, show how absolutely and simply He liad put on 
Him the nature of man. As the soul acts throujj^h the 
body as its instrument^ — in a more perfect way^ but as 
intimately^ did the Eternal Word of Ood act through 
the manhood which He had taken. When He spoke, it 
was literally God speaking-; when He sutlcixxb it was 
God suffering. Not that the Divine Nature itself could 
suffer^ any more than our soul can see or hear; but, as 
the soul sees and hears through the organs of the bodj^, 
so God the Son suffered in that human nature which He 
had taken to Himself and made His own. And in that 
nature He did truly suffer; as truly as He framed the 
worlds through His Almighty power, so through His 
human nature did He suffer; for when He came on 
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earth. His manhood became as truly and personally . 

His, as His Almighty power had been from ever- 
lasting. 

Think of this, all ye light-hearted, and consider 
yrhether with this tiiought you can read the last chapters 

of the four Gospels without fear and trembling. 

For instance ; " When He had thus spoken, one of 
the officers which stood by struck Jesus with the palm 
of his hand, saying, Answerest Thou the high priest 
so?" Tlie words must be said, though I hardly dare 
say til em J — that officer lifted up his hand against God 
the Son. This is not a figurative way of speaking, or a 
rhetorical form of words, or a harsh, extreme, and unad- 
visable statement ; it is a literal and simple truth, it is 
a great Catholic doctrine. 

Again : " Then they did spit in His face, and buf- 
feted Him, and others smote Him with the palms of 
their hands.''' 

"The men that held Jesus mocked Him, and smote 
Him, and when they had blindfolded Him, they struck 
Him on the face, and asked Him, saying. Prophesy, who 
IS it that smote Thee? and many other things blasphe- 
mously spake they against Him.^' 

And Herod with his men of war set Him at nought, 
and mocked Him, and arrayed Him in a gorgeous robe, 
and sent Him again to Pilate/' 

Pilate therefore took Jesus and scourged Him; and 
the soldiers platted a crown of thorns, and put it on His 
head, and a reed in His right hand, and they put on 
Him a purple robe, and said. Hail, King of the Jews ! 
and they smote Him on the head with a reed, and did 
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spit upon Him^ and, bowing their knees, worshipped 

Him. Then came Jesus forth, wearing the crown of 
thorns and the purple robe/' 

Lastly : " When they were come to the place which is 
called Calvary, there they crucified Him^^' — between 
two male&ctors^ and even there they did not cease in- 
sulting and mocking' Him ; but all of them, chief priests 
and people, stood beholdiug, and bidding Him come 
down from the Cross. 

Now T bid you consider that that Pace, so ruthlessly 
smitten, was the Face of God Himself ; the Brows bloody 
with the thorns, the sacred Body exposed to view and 
lacerated with the scourge, the Hands nailed to the 
Cross, and, afterwards, the Side pierced with the spear ^ 
it was the Blood, and the sacred Flesh, and the liaads, 
and the Temples, and the Side, and the Feet of God 
Himself, which the frenzied multitude then gazed upon* 
This is so fearful a thoog-ht, that when the mind first 
masters it, surely it will l)e difficult to think of any 
thing else ; so that, while we think of it, we must pray 
God to temper it to us, and to give us strength to think 
of it rightly, lest it be too much for us. 

Takin^T^ into account, then, that Alnu^hiy God Him- 
self, God the Son, was the Sufferer, we shall understand 
better than we have hitherto the description given of 
Him by the Evangelists ; we shall see the meaning of 
His g'cuei-al demeanour, His silence, and the words He 
used when He spoke, and Pilate's awe at Him. 

And the high priest arose and said unto Him, 

* John xviii. 22. Matt. xxvi. 67. Luke xxii. 63—65; xxiii. 11. 
Jdbtt zix. 1, 2. Mutt, xxvii. 29. Mark xv. 19. Luke xxiii. 33. 



Digitized by Google 



a Sufferer and Sctcrifice^ 75 

Answerest Thou nothing? What is it which these 
witness against Thee ? Bat Jesus held His peace\'' 

"When He was accused of the cliief priests and elders. 
He answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto Him^ 
Heaiest Thou not how many things they witness against 
Thee ? and He answered him to never a word, insomuch 
that the governor iiiLirwlled greatly*/' 

" The Jews answered Him, We have a law, and by 
our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the 
Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, 
he was the more aiiaid, aiul went again into the judg- 
ment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art Thou? 
But Jesus gave him no answer 

And when Herod saw Jesus, he was exceeding glad: 
fur he was desirous to see iliiu oF a long season, beeause 
he had heard many things of Him ; and he hoped to 
have seen some miracle done by Him. Then he 
questioned with Him in many words, but He answered 
him nothing'*."*^ 

Lastly, His words to the women who followed Him, 
" Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for Me, but weep 
for yourselves and for your children. For behold the 
days are coming, in the which they shall say. Blessed 
are the barren, and the wombs that never bare, and the 
paps which never gave suck. Then shall they begin to 
say to tiie mountains, Fall on us; and to the hills. Cover 
us*.^' 

After these passages, consider the words of the beloved 
disciple, in anticipation of His coming at the end of the 

» Matt. xxvi. 62, 63. « Matt, xxvii. 12-14. « John xix. 7—9. 
* Luke xjuii. 8, 9. « Luke xxui. 28—30. 
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world. " Behold He cometh with clouds, and every eye 

shall see Him, they also which pierced Him : and all the 
Jdndreds of the earth shall wail because of Him. Evea 
so, Amen\^^ 

Yes, we Bhall all of ns^ for weal or for woe, one day 

see that holy Countenance which wicked men struck 
and dishonoured ; we shall see those Hands that were 
nailed to the cross ; that Side which was pierced. We 
shall see all this ; and it will be the sight of the Living 
God. 

This being the great mystery of Christ^s Cross and 
Passion, we might with reason suppose, as I have sud, 
that some great thing would result from it. The suffer- 
ings and death of the Word Incarnate could not pass 
away like a dream ; they could not be a mere martyr- 
dom, or a mere display or figure of something else, they 
must have a virtue in them. This we might be sure of, 
though nothiiiji^ had been told us about the result. But 
that result is also revealed : it is this — our reconciliation 
to God, the expiation of our sins, and our new creation 
in holiness. 

We had need of a reconciliation, for by nature we are 

outcasts. From the time that Adam fell, all his children 
have been under a curse. " In Adam all die','' as St. 
Paul says. So tiiat every, one of us is bom into this 
world in a state of deaths such is our natural life from 
our very first breath ; we are children of wrath ; con- 
ceived in sin ; shapen in iniquity. We are under the 
bondage of an inborn element of evil, which thwarts 

» Bcv. i. 7. « 1 Cor. xv. 22. 
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and stifles whatever principles remain of trutli and 

g-oodness in us, directly we attempt tu act according to 
them^ This is that " body of death'' under which St. 
Paul describes the natural man as groaning^ and saying, 
"O wretched man, who shall deliver me?'' Now for 
ourselves, niy bretlireii, we know (praised be God) that 
all of us have from our infancy been taken out of this 
miserable heathen state by holy baptism^ which is God's 
appointed means of regeneration. Still it is not less 
our natural state : it is the state in which every one of 
us was bom ; it is the state in which every little child 
is, when brought to the font^ Dear as he is to those who 
bring him thither, and innocent as he may look, there 
is^ till he is baptized, an evil spirit in his heart, a spirit 
of evil lying hid, seen of God, unseen by man (as the . 
serpent among the trees of Eden), an evil spirit which 
from the first is hateful to God, and at length will be 
his eternal ruin. That evil tspirit is cast out by Holy 
Baptism, without the privilege of which his birth would 
but be a misery to him. But whence did Baptism gain 
its power ? From that great event we are so soon to 
commemorate j the death of the Son of God incarnate. 
Almost all religions have their outward cleansings; 
they feel the need of man, though they cannot supply 
it. Even the Jewish system, though Divine, effected 
nothing here ; its washings were but carnal ; the blood 
of bulls and g-oats was but earthly and unprofitable. 
Even St. John's baptism, our Lord's forerunner, had no 
inward propitiatory power. Christ was not yet crud- 
fied. But when that long-expected season came, when 
the Son of God had solemnly set Himself apart as a 
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Victim ia tbe presence of His twelve Apostles, and had 

^ne into the garden, and before three of them luid 
undergone His agony and bloody sweaty and tiien hud 
been betrayed^ buffeted, spit upon, scourged, and nailed 
to the cross, till He died, then He with His last breath 
said, " It is finished and iVoiii that time the virt\ie of 
the Highest went forth through His wounds and with 
His blood, for the pardon and regeneration of man ; and 
hence it is that baptism has its power. 

^fhis is why He "^humbled Himself and became 
obedient unto death, even the death of the cross/' 
^'Christ hath redeemed us/' says the Apostle else- 
where, ''from the curse of the Law, being made a 
curse for us." Again^ he says that Christ has " made 
- peace by the blood oi' His cross." He has " recon- 
ciled^' us '' in the body of His flesh through death, to 
present us holy and unblameable, and unreproYcable 
in His sight." Or, as St. John says, the saints " have 
washed theii* robes, and made them white in the blood 
of the Lamb/' And no one speaks more explicitly 
on this great mystery than the prophet Isaiah, many 
hundred years before it was accomplished. " Surely 
He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows. He 
was wounded for our transgxessions, He was bruised for 
our iniquities ; the chastisement of our peace was upon 
iiiinj and with His stiiiics we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray, we have turned every one to his 
own way, and the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity 
of us all*/' 

i Qal. iii. 13. CoL i. 20—22. lUv. vit. 14. Isa. liU. 4-6. 
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We believe^ tlien^ that when Christ suffered on the 
cross, our nature sult'ered in Him. Human nature, 
fallen and corrupt;, was under the wrath of G<vl, and 
it was impossible that it should he restored to His 
favour till it had expiated its sin by suffering'. Why 
this was necessary, wc know not ; but we art* told 
expressly, that we are ''all by nature children of 
wrath,^' that by the deeds of the law there shall no 
flesh be justified/^ and that " the wicked shall be turned 
into hell, and all the people that forget Lrod/^ Tiie 
Son of God then took our nature on Him, that in Him 
it might do and suffer what in itself was impossible to 
it. What it could not effect of itself, it could effect in 
Him. He carried it about Him through a lite of penance. 
He carried it forward to agony and death. In Him 
our sinful nature died and rose agaiu. When it died 
in Him on the cross, that death was its new creation. 
In Him it satisfied its old and heavy debt; for the 
presence of His Divinity gave it ti*anscendent merit. 
His presence had kept it pure from sin from the first. 
His Hand had carefully selected the choicest specimen 
of our nature from the Virgin's substance ; and, 
separating from it all defilement. His personal in- 
dwelling hallowed it and gave it power. And thus, 
when it had been offered up upon tiie Cross, and was 
made perfect by suffering, it became the first-fruits of 
a new man ; it became a Divine leaven of holiness for 
the new birth and spiritual life of as many as should 
receive it. And thus, as the Apostle says, '' If one died 
for all, then did «/^die;'^ "our old man is crucified in 
Ilim, that the Lodjf of sin might be destroyed and 
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together with Chriet " when we were dead in eins, 
hath He quickened ns, and raised ns up together^ and 
made ^iis sit toj^cllier in heavenly })lace8 in Christ 
Jesus/' Thus we are members of His body, from 
His flesh, and from His bones : for whosoever eateth 
His flesh and drinketh His blood, hath eternal life" 
for His flesh is meat iiKUc<l, ancl His liluod is drink 
indeed; and "he that eateth His llesii and drinketh 
His blood dwelleth in Him, and He in him^'^ 

What a very different view of life do these doctrines 
present to us from lliai which the woriJ lakes. Onlv 
think of this one thing— of the eagerness of the great 
mass of men after matters of time, after engagements of 
this world, after gain, affcer national aggrandizement, 
after specuhitioiis wliich promise j)ublic or private advan- 
tage ; and having thought of this, turn back to the con- 
templation of Christ's Cross, and then say, as candid 
men, whether the world, and all that is in the world, is 
not as unbelieving now as when Christ came. Does 
there not seem too great cause to fear that this nation, 
in spite of its having been baptized into the Cross of 
Christ, is in 80 nnholy a state, that, did Christ come 
among ns as He came among the Jews, we should, except 
a small remnant, reject Him as well as they ? May we. 
not be snre that men now-a-days, had they been alive 
when He came, wonld have disbelieved and derided thcf 
holy and mysterious doctrines which He brought? 
Alas ! is there any doubt at all^ that they would have 
fulfllled St. John's word£, — 'Hhe darkness comprehended 

> 2 Oor. y. 14. Bom. vi. 6. £pb. ii. 6, 6 j t. 30. Jolm vi. 64 
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it not Their hearts are set on schemes of this world : 
there would have been no sympathy between them and 
the calm and heavenly mind of the Lord Jesns Christy 
They would have said that His Ooepel was strang-e, 
extravagant, incredible. The only reason they do not 
say so now is, that they are used to it, and do not really 
dwell on what they profess to believe. What I (it would 
have been said,) the Son of God taking human flesh, 
impossible ! the Sun of God, separate from God yet one 
with Him ! " how can these things be God Himself 
suffering on the Cross^ the Almighty Everlasting God in 
the form of a servant, with human flesh and blood, 
wounded, insulted, dying? and ull this as an Expiation 
for human sin? Why (they would ask) was an Expia- 
tion necessary ? why could not the All-merciful Father 
pardon without one ? why is human sin to be accounted 
so great an evil ? We see no necessity for so marvellous 
a remedy ; we refuse to admit a course of doctrine so 
utterly unlike any thing which the face of this world 
tells us of. These are events without parallels; they 
belong to a new and distinct order of things ; and, 
while our heart has no sympathy with them, our reason 
utterly r^ects them. — And as for Ghrist^s miracles^ if 
they bad not seen them, they would not have believed 
the report ; if they had, tliey would have been ready 
enough to refer them to juggling craft, — ^if not, aa the 
Jews did, to Beelzebub. 

Such will the holy truths of the Gospel ever appear 
to those who live to this world, whether they love its 
pleasures, iis comforts, its prizes, or its struggles ; their 
^es are waxen grcss, they cannot see Ghrist spiritually. 

[vi] a 
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When they see Him^ there is no beanty in Him that 

they should desire llim. Thus they become unbelieving". 
In our Lord^s words, " No servant can serve two masters: 
for either he will hate the one and love the other^ or else 
he will hold to the one and despise the other. Ye cannot 
serie God and mammon^'* AVlieu lie said this, the 
Pharisees derided Him, And He said unto them, " Ye 
are thej which justify yonrselves before men; hat God 
knoweth your hearts, for that which is highly esteemed 
among men is abominatiou in the sight of God/* God 
grant that we may not be of those who justify them- 
selves before men/' and deride " those who preach the 
severe doctrine of the Cross \ God grant that, if we 
have any misgivings about the corruptions and defects of 
the religion now so popular among us, we may have the 
grace forthwith to desire honestly to know God's will 1 
Grod grant that we may not attempt to deceive our con- 
sciences, and to reconcile together, by some artifice or 
otlier, the service of this world and of God ! God grant 
that we may not pervert and dilute His holy Word^ put 
upon it the false interpretations of men, reason ourselves 
out of its strictness, and reduce religion to an ordinary 
common-place matter — instead of thinking it wliat it h, 
a mysterious and supernatural subject, as distinct from 
any thing that lies on the surface of this worlds as day 
is from night and heaven from earth I 



^ Luke xvi. 13 — 15. 
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THE CROSS OF CHRIST TH£ MEASURE OF THE WORLD. 

(sixth BWDAY TS IiBKT.) 

JOUN xii. 32. 

**AMd It ^ I he l^d npJHm the earii, mil draw tdi men unto Me J* ^ 

A GREAT number of men live and die without re- 

fleeting at all upon the state of things in whicli 
ihey find themselves. They take things as they come^ 
and follow their inclinations as far as they have the 
opportunity. They are guided mainly by pleasure and 
pain^ not hy reason, principle, or conscience ; and they 
do not attempt to interpret this world, to determine what 
it means, or to reduce what they see and feel to system. 
But when persons^ either from thoughtfulness of mind, 
or from intellectual activity, })egin to contemplate the 
visible state of thing's into which they are born, then 
forthwith they find it a maze and a perplexity . It is a 
riddle which they cannot solve. It seems full of contra- 
dictions and without a drift. Why it is, and what it is 
to issue in, and how it is what it is, and how we come 
to be introduced into it, and what is our destiny, are all 
mysteries. 

G % 
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In tMs difficnltj, some liaye formed one philosopliy of 

life, and others another. Men have thought they had 
found the key, by means of which they might read what 
is so obscure. Ten thousand things eome before us one 
alter another in the course of life^ and what are we to 
think of them ? what colour are we to give them ? Are 
we to look at all things in a gay and mirthful a\ ay ? or 
in a melancholy way? in a desponding or a hopeful way? 
Are we to make light of life altogether^ or to treat the 
whole subject seriously ? Are we to make greatest things 
of little consequence, or least things oi great conse- 
quence ? Are we to keep in mind what is past and 
gone^ or are we look on to the future^ or are we to be 
absorbed in what is present ? How are we to look at 
things ? this is the question which all persons of obser- 
vation ask themselves, and answer each in his o\\'n way. 
They wish to think by rule ; by something within them^ 
which may harmonise and adjust what is without them. 
Such is the need felt by reflective minds. Now, let me 
ask, what is the real key, what is the Christian interpre- 
tation of this world ? What is given us by revelation 
to estimate and measure this world by ? The event of 
this season, — the Crucifixion of the Son of God. 

It is the death of the Eternal Word of God made 
fleshy which is our great lesson how to think and how to 
speak of this world. His Cross has put its due value 
upon every thing which we see, upon all fortunes^ all 
advantages, all ranks, all dignities, all pleasures ; upon 
the lust of the fleshy and the lust of the eyes^ and the 
pride of life. It has set a price upon the excitements) the 
rivalries, the hopes, the fears, the desires, the efforts, the 
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triumphs of mortal man. It has given a meaning' to 
the variotis^ shifting course, the trials, the temptations, 
the sufferings^ of his earthly state. It has brought 
together and mudo consistent all that seemed discordant 
and aimless. It lias tauglit us how to live, how to use 
this world, what to expect, what to desire, what to hope, / 
It is the tone into whicU all the strains of this world's ^ 
music are nltimatelv to be resolved. 

Look around, and see what the world presents of high 
and low. Go to the court of princes. See the treasure 
and skill of all nations brought together to honour a 
child of num. Ohserve the prostration of the many 
before the few. Consider the form and ceremonial, the 
pomp, the state, the circupistahce ; and the vain-gloty. 
Do you wish to know the worth of it all ? look at the ^ 
Cross of Christ. 

Go to the political world : see nation jealous of nation, 
* trade rivalling trade, armies and fleets .matched against 
each other. Survey the various ranks of the community, 
its parties and their contests, the strivings of the 
ambitious, the intrigues of the crafty. What is the end 
• of all this turmoil ? the grave. What is the measure? ^ 
the Cross. 

Go, again, to the world of intellect and science : 
consider the wonderful discoveries which the human 
mind is making, the variety of arts to which \\& 
discoveries give rise, the all but miracles by which it 
shows its power ; and next, the pride and confidence of 
reason, and the absorbing devotion of thought to tran- 



sitory objects, which is the consequence. Would you 
form a right judgment of all this ? look at the Cross. 



• 
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Again : look at misery, look at poverty and destitu- 
tion, look at oppression and captivity ; go where food is 
scanty^ and lodging unhealthy* Consider pain and 
suffering, diseases long or violent, all that is frightful 
and revolting. Would you know how to rate all these? 
gaze upon the Cross^ 

Thus in the Cross, and Him who hung upon it, all 
things meet | all things subserve it, all things need it. 
It is their centre and their interpretation. For He was 
^lifted up upon it, that He might draw all men and all 
things unto Him. 

Bnt it will he said, that the view which the Oioss of 
Christ imparts to us of human life and of the world, is 
not that which we should take, if left to ourselves ; that 
it is not an obvious view ; that if we look at things on 
their surface, they are far more bright and sunny than 
they appear when viewed in the light which this season 
casts upon them. The world seems made for the enjoy- 
ment of just such a being as man, and man is put into it. 
He has the capacity of enjoyment, and the world supplies 
the means. How natural this, what a simple as well as 
pleasant philosophy, yet how dillerent from that of the 
Cross I The doctrine of the Cross, it may be said, dis- 
arranges two parts of a system which seem made for 
each other; it severs the fruit from the eater, the enjoy- 
ment from the enjoycr. How docs this solve a problem ? 
does it not rather itself create one ? 

I answer, first, that whatever force this objection may 
have, surely it is merely a repetition of that which Eve 
felt and Satan urged in Eden ; for did not the woman see 
that the forbidden tree was good for food,^' and " a tree 
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to be desired f** Well^ tben^ is it wonderfbl that we too, the 

descendants of the first pair, should still be in a world 
where there is a forbidden fruit, and that our trials should 
lie in Ijeing within reach of it^ and our happiness in ab- 
staining^ from it? The world, at first sight, appears mtde 
for pleasure, and the vision of Christ's Cross is a solemn 
and sorrowful sight interfering with this appearance. 
Be it so ; but why may it not be our duty to abstain 
from enjoyment notwithstanding, if it was a dnty even 
m Eden ? 

Bat again ; it is but a superticial view of things to 
say that this life is made for pleasure and happiness. 
To those who look under the sur&ce, it tells a very dif- 
ferent talc. The doctrine of the Cross does but teach, 
though infinitely more forcibly, still after all it does but 
teach the yery same lesson which this world teaches to 
those who live long in it, who have much experienoe in 
it, wlio laiow it. The world is sweet to the lips, but 
bitter to the taste. It pleases at first, but not at last. 
It looks gay on the outside, bnt evil and misery lie con- 
cealed within. When a man has passed a certain 
number 01 years in it, he cries out with the Preacher, 

Vanity of vanities, all is vanity.'' Nay, if he bus not 
religion for his guide. He will be forced to go further, 
and say, ''All is vanity and vexation of spirit/' all is 
disappointment ; all is sorrow ; all is pain. ^Fhe sore 
judgments of God upon sin arc concealed within it, and 
force a man to grieve whether he will or no. Therefore 
the doctrine of the Cross of Christ does but anticipate 
for us our experience of the world. It is true, it bids us 
grieve for our sins in the midst of all that smiles and 
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glitters around us ; but if we will not Heed it> we shall 

at leiif^th be forced to grieve for them from undergoing 
their fearful punishment. If we will not acknowledge 
that this world has been made miserable by sin^ from, 
the sight of Him on whom our sins were laid, we shall 
experience it to be miserable by the recoil of those sins 
upon ourselves. 

It may be granted^ then, that the doctrine of the Cross i 
is not on the surface of the world. The surface of things 
is brig-ht only, and the Cross is sorrowful ; it is a hidden 
doctrine ; it lies under a veil ; it at first sight startles 
us, and we are tempted to revolt from it. Like St, 
Peter, we cry out, ''Be it far from Thee, Lord; this 
shall not be unto Thee^^' And yet it is a true doctrine ; 
for truth is not on the surface of things, but in the 
depths. 

And as the doctrine of the Cross, though it be the 

true interpretation of this world, is not prominently 
manifested in it, upon its surface, but is concealed ; so 
again, when received into the faithful heart, there it 
abides as a living principle, but deep, and hidden from 
observation. Religious men, in the words of Scripture, 
"live by the faitli of the Son of God, who loved them 
and gave Himself for them' but they do not tell this 
to all men ; they leave others to find it out as they may* 
Our Lord's own command to His disciples was, that 
when they fast, they should " anoint their head and 
wash their £ace^.^^ Thus they are bound not to make a 
display, but ever to be content to look outwardly differ- 

» Matt. xvi. 22. - (ial. ii. 2a » Matt. vi. 17. 
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ent from what they are really inwaFcUy. They are to 

carry a cheerful countenance with them, and to control 
and regulate their feelings, that those feelings, by not 
beings expended on the sur&ce^ may retire deep into their 
hearts and there live. And thus *^ Jesus Christ and He 
crucified is, as the Apostle tells us^ " a hidden wisdom 
— hidden in the world, which seems at first sight to 
speak a far other doctrine, — ^and hidden in the faithful 
soul, which to persons at a distance, or to chance 
beholders, seems to be living" but an ordinary life, while 
really it is in secret hoidin*^ communion with Him who 
was ''loanifeBted in the flesh,'' crucified through weak- 
ness,'' ''justified in the Spirit, seen of Angels, and .re* 
ceived up into glory/' 

This being the case, the great and awful doctrine of 
the Cross of Christ, which we now commemorate^ may 
fitly be called, in the language of figure, the heart of 
religion. The heart may be considered as the seat of 
life; it is the principle of motion, heat, and activity; 
from it the blood goes to and fro to the extreme parts of 
the body. It sustains the man in his powers and facul- 
ties; it enables the brain to think; and when it is 
touched, man dies. And in like manner the sacred 
doctrine of Christ's Atoning Sacrifice is the vital prin- 
ciple on which the Christian lives, and without which 
Christianity is not. Without it no other doctrine is 
held profitably; to believe iu Chiist^s Divinity, or m liis 
manhood, or in the Holy Trinity, or in a judgment to 
come, or in the resurrection of the dead, is an untrue 
belief, not Christian faith, unless we receive also the 
doctrine of Christ's sacrifice. On the other hand, to re- 
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ceive it presupposes tbe reception of other high truths of 

the (jospcl iK^sides ; it involves the belief in Christ's true 
divinity, in ilis true incarnation^ and in man's sinful 
state by nature; and it prepares the \mj to belief in the 
sacred Eucharistio feast, in which He who was once 
crucified is ever gi\en to our souls and bodies, verily 
and indeed, in His Body and yi His Biood. But again, 
the heart is hidden from view; it is carefully and 
securely guarded ; it is not like the eye set in the fore- 
head, commanding all, and seen of all : and so in lilvO 
manner the sacred doctrine ui' the Atoning Sacrifice is 
not one to be talked of^ but to be lived upon; not to be 
put forth irreverently^ but to be adored secretly ; not to 
be used as a necessary instrument in the conversion of 
the ungodly or for the satisfaction of reasonei*s of this 
worldj but to be unfolded to the docile and obedient; to 
young children^ whom the world has not corrupted ; to 
the sorrowful, who need comfort ; to the sincere and 
earnest, who need a rule of life ; to the innocent, who 
need warning ; and to the established, who have earned 
the knowledge of it. 

One more remark I shall make, and then conclude. 
It must not be supposed, because the doctrine of the 
Cross makes us sad, that therefore the Gospel is a sad 
religion. The Psalmist says, They that sow in tears 
shall reap in joy;'' and our Lord says, "They that 
mourn shall be comforted/' Let no one go away with 
the impression that the Gospel makes us take a gloomy 
^ew of the world and of life. It hinders us indeed 
/ from taking a superficial view, and finding a vain tran- 
sitory joy in what we see; but it forbids our immediate 
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enjoyment, only to grant enjoyment in truth and fulness 
afterwards. It only forbids us to begin with enjoyment. 
It only says. If yon begin with pleasure, you will end 
with pain. It bids us begin with the Cross of Christ, 
and in that Cross we shall at first find sorrow, but in a 
while peace and comfort will rise out of that sorrow. 
That Cross will lead us to mourning, repentance, humi* 
liation, prayer, fasting ; we shall sorrow for our sins, we 
shall sorrow with Christ's sufl'erings ; but all this sorrow 
will only issue, nay, will be undergone in a happiness 
far greater than the enjoyment which the world gives, 
— ^though careless worldly minds indeed will not believe 
this, ridicule the notion of it, because thoy never have 
tasted it, and consider it a mere matter of words, which 
religious persons think it decent and proper to use, and 
try to believe themselves, and to get others to believe, but 
which no one really feels. This is what they think ; but 
our Saviour said to His disciples, Ye now therefore 
have sorrow, but I will see you again, and your heart 
shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.'' . . . 
"Peace I leave with you; My peace I give unto you; 
not as the world giveth, give I unto you/' And St. 
Paul says, The natural man receiveth not the things 
of the Spirit of God ; for they are foolishness unto him ; 
neither can he know them, l^ecause they are spiritually 
discerned.'' " Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither 
have entered into the heart of man, the things which 
God hath prepared for them that love Him\'' And 
thus the Cross of Christ, as telling us of our redemption 



> John xvi. 22; xlv. 27. 1 Cor. ii. d. 14. 
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as well as of His siifferings^ wounds us indeed^ but so 

wounds as to heal also. 

And thus, too, all that is bright and beautiful, even 
on the surface of this world, though it has no substance, 
and may not suitably be enjoyed for its own sake, yet 
is a figure and promise of that true joy which issues out 
of the Atonement. It is a promise beforehand of what 
is to be : it is a shadow, raising hope because the sub- 
stance is to follow, but not to be rashly taken instead of 
the substance. And it is God's usual mode of dealins: 
with us, in mercy to send the shadow before the sub- 
stance, that we may take comfort in what is to be, 
before it comes. Thus our Lord before His Passion 
rode into Jerusalem in triumph, with the multitudes 
crying Hosanna, and strewing His road with palm 
branches and their garments. This was but a vain and 
hollow pageant, nor did our Lord take pleasure in it. 
It was a shadow which stayed not, but flitted away. It 
could not be more than a shadow, for the Passion had 
not been undeigone by which His true triumph was 
wrought out. He could not enter into His glory before 
He had first suffered. He could not take pleasure in 
this semblance of it, knowing that it was unreal. Yet 
that first shadowy triumph was the omen and presage of 
the true victory to come, when He had overcome the 
sharpness of death. And we commemorate this figura- 
tive triumph on the last Sunday in Lent, to cheer us in 
the sorrow of the week that follows, and to remind us of 
the true joy which comes with Easter-Day. 

And so, too, as regards this world, with all its enjoy- 
ments, yet disappointments. Let us not trust it ; let 
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OS not give our hearts to it ; let us not beg-in with it. 
Let us begin with faith; let us be^^in with Christ; let 
us be<i;"in with His Cross and the humiliation to which 
it leads. Let us fiist be drawn to Him who is lifted 
up, that so He may, with Himself, freely give us all 
things. Let ug " seek iirst the Kingdom of God and 
His righteousness," and then all those things of this 
world will be added to us/' They alone are able truly 
to enjoy this world, who begin with the world unseen. 
Thev alone eniov it, who have first abslained from it. 
They alone can truly feast, who have hrst fasted ; they 
alone are able to use the worlds who have learned not to 
abuse it; they alone inherit it, who take it as a shadow 
of the world to come, and who for that world to come 
relinquish it. 
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DIFFICULTT OF BKALIZmO S^CBBD PBIVILBGES. 

(£AST£B.) 

PfiAUC cxviii. 24 

"Tkieit the Bay vihSch ike Lord iM madej w ndU «^oIm and be 

glad i» it.** 

TT is always very diHieult to realize any great joy or 
^ great sorrow. We cannot realize it by wishing to 
do so. What brings joys and sorrows of this world 
home to us, is their circumstances and accompaniments. 
When a friend dies, we cannot believe him taken irom 
us at first j — we cannot believe ourselves to be in any 
new place when we are just come to it. When we are 
told a thing, we assent to it, we do not doubt it, but we 
do not feel it to be true, we do not understand it as a 
fact which must take up a position or station in our 
thoughts, and must be acted from and acted towards^ 
must be dealt with as existing : that is, we do not 
realize it. This seems partly the reason why, when 
Almighty God reveals Himself in Scripture to this man 
or that^he^ on the other hand^ asks for some sign whereby 
he shall know that God has spoken. Doubtless sinful 
infirmity sometimes mixed itself up in such questions. 
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as in the case of Zachaiias, who being a Frieat in the 

Temple, the very dwelling'-place of the Living God, 
where, if any where. Angels were present, where, if any 
wheie^ God would apeak, ought to have needed nothing 
whereby to realize to himself God's power, God's super* 
intending eye, God^s faithfulness towards the house of 
Israel and its priests. Under the same feeling, though 
blamelessly, Gideon asked for the miracle upon the 
fleece* He could not bring himself to believe that he 
was to be what God's Aii<;el had declared. What ? he, 
the least of his father's house, and his family poor in 
Manasseh, how could he understand that ke was to be 
the greatest champion of Israel against the Midianites? 
Not that he doubted it, for God had said it; but he 
could not feel, think, speak, act as if it were true. If 
he attempted to do so, it was in an nnreal way, and he 
spoke and acted unnaturally and on a theory, on a view 
of things which he had mastered one minute and which 
was gone the next. The special favour of God towards 
him, according to the words, " The Lord is with thee, 
thou mighty man of valour * seemed like a dream, 
and confhsed him. So he said If now so it be, certain 
consequences How from it ; if God is with me, it is the 
God of miracles who is with me, who can change the 
creature as He will; may He then vouchsafe to do so t 
that I may have the full impresdon on my soul, heart, 
and mind^ of what my reason receives; that I may be 
iamiliarized to this strange and overpowering Providence, 
that / should be raised above my brethren, and made 
God's minister to them for good." And therefore he 

1 Judges vi. 12. 
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askedj first, that tlie fleece mig-lit be wet> then that it 

mit^ht be dry; not as evidence whereon to build his 
iaith, but as a manifestation impressing his imagination 
and heart. 

In somewhat the same way we are told of Jacob also \ 

" when he saw the wacfg-ons which Joseph had Rent to 
carry him, the spirit of Jacob their father revived 
Jacobs to be sore, did doubt what his sons reported^ 
from distrust of them \ yet the mere sight of the wag- 
gons did not serve to prove their veracity nearly so 
much, as to quiet his perplexed imagination, and to 
reconcile it to the sudden news. That news was more 
startling, than the reporters were untrustworthy. 

And tlius we Christians, thou^^h born in our very 
infancy into the kingdom of God, and chosen above all 
other men to be heirs of heaven and witnesses to the 
world, and though knowing and believing this truth 
entirely, yet have very great difficulty and pass many years 
in learning our privilege. Not any one, of course, fully 
understands it; — doubtless; but we have not even a 
£Mr, practical hold of it. And here we are, even on this . 
great Day, this Day of days, on which Christ arose 
from the dead, — here are we, on this very Day as infants, 
lying helpless and senseless on the ground, without eyes 
to see or heart to comprehend who we are. 

Surely so it is : and it cannot be denied that we have 
much to do, very much, before we rise to the under- 
standing of our new nature and its privileges, and learn 
to rejoice and be glad in the Day which the Lord 

1 Oea. zlv. 27. 
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hath made \ the eyes of our understanding bang en- 
lightened, that we may know what is the hope of His 

calling", and what the riches ui' the glory of His inhe- 
ritance in the Saints, and what is the exceeding gieatness 
of His power to us-ward who believOj according to the 
working of His mighty power, which He wrought in 
Christ, when He raised Iliin from the dead, and set Him 
at His own right hand in the heavenly places Such 
high words as these are, alas ! scarcely more than mere 
words when spoken to us ; at best, we but belieTe them, 
we do not in any good measuie realize tlieni. 

Now this insensibility or want of apprehension rises 
in great measure, it is scarcely necessary to say, from 
our exceeding frailness and sinfulness. Our old nature 
is continually exerting itself against the new ; " the 
flesh lusteth against the Spirit Its desire is towards 
this world. This world is its food; its eyes apprehend 
this world. Because it is what it is, it allies itself to 
this world. The world and the flesh iomi a compact 
with each other j the one asks, and the other supplies. 
Therefore,- in proportion aa it seduces us into the world's 
company, of course, in an equal degree, it blunts our 
perception (1 that world which we do not see; it pre- 
vents our realizing it. And thus one special cause of 
our difficulty in realizing our election into the kingdom 
of heaven is our evil nature, which familiarizes us with 
this world, Sutan's kingdom^ and weighs on us and 
pulls us down when we would lift up our hearts, lift 
them up unto the Lord. This is certain : yet, besides 
this, there are certainly other reasons too which make it 

> Eph. i. 18—20. * Gal. v. 17. 

[vi] 11 
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difficult for us to apprehend our state^ and cause us to 
do so but gradually j and which are not our faulty but 
which arises out of our position and circumstances. 

We are bom almost into the fulness of Christian 
blessings^ before we have reason. We could not 
apprehend them at all^ and that without our own faulty 
when we were baptized ; for we were in&nts. As^ then^ 
we acquire reason itself but gradually, so we acquire 
the knowledge ot" what we are but gradually also ; 
and as it is no fault in us^ but a blessing to us, that 
. we were baptized so early^ so^ from the nature of 
the easc^ and not from any fault of ours, do wc? but 
slowly enter into the pri\ ileges of our baptism. So 
it is as regpards all our knowledge of ourselves and of 
our position in the world ; we but gradually gain it. 
At first children do not know that they are responsible 
beings ; but by degrees they not only feel that they are, 
but reflect on the great truth, and on what it implies. 
Some persons recollect a time as children when it fell 
on them to reflect what they >vere^ whence they came, 
whither they tended, why they lived, what was required 
of them. The thought fell upon them long after they 
had heard and spoken of God ; but at length they began 
to realize what they had licaid, and they began to muse 
about themselves. So, too, it is in matters of this 
world* Ab onr minds open, we gradually understand 
where* we are in human society. We have a notion of 
ranks and classes, of nations, of countries. Wc begin 
to see how we stand relatively to others. Thus a man 
differs from a boy ; he has a general view of things ; 
he sees their bearings on each other; he sees his own 
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position, sees what is becomings what is expected of 
him, what his duty is in the commttnity^ what his rights. 
He understandB his place in the world, and, in a word, 
he is at home in it. 

Alas, that while we thus grow in knowledge in 
matters of time and sense, yet we remain children in 
knowledge of onr heavenly privileges ! St. Paul says, 
that whereas Christ is risen, He ''hath raised ns up 
together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in 
Christ Jesus This is what we have still to learn; 
to know onr place, position, situation as ''children of 
God, members of Christ, and inheritors of the kingdom 
of heaven/' e are risen again, and we know it not. 
We begin our Catechism by confessing that we are risen, 
but it takes a long life to apprehend what we confess. 
"We are like people waking from sleep, who cannot 
collect their thoughts at once, or understand where 
they are. By little and little the truth breaks upon 
ns. Such are we in the present world; sons of light, 
gradually wdring to . knowledge of ihenmelyes. For • 
this let us meditate, let us praVj, let us work, — gradually 
to attain to a real apprehension of what we are. Thus, 
as time goes on, we shall gain first one thing, then 
another. By little and little we shall give up shadows 
and fmd the substance. Waiting on God day by day, 
we shall make progress day by day, and approach to the 
true and dear view of what He has made ns to be in 
Christ. Year by year we shall gain something, and 
each Easter, as it comes, will euable us more to rejoice 

H % 
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with heart and understanding in that great aalvation 

which Christ then accomplislied. 

This we shall find to he one great providential henefit 
arising from those duties which He exacts of us. Our 
duties to God and man are not only duties done to Him^ 
hut they are means uf enlightening our eyes and making' 
our £aith apprehensive. Every act of obedience has a ten- 
dency to strengthen our convictions about heaven. Every 
sacrifice makes us more zealous ; every self-denial makes 
us more devoted. This is a use, too, of the observance 
of sacred seasons ; tbey wean us from this world, they 
impress upon us the lealiiy of the world which we see 
not. We trusty if we thus proceed, we shall understand 
more and more where we arc. We humblv trust that, 
as we cleanse ourselves from this world, our eyes will 
be enlightened to see the things which are only spiri- 
tually discerned. We hope that to us wOl he fulfilled 
in due measure the words of the beatitude, *^ Blessed 
are the pure in heart, for they shall see God^^' We 
have good hope, which cannot deceive us, that if we 
wait upon Grod, as the Saints have ever waited, with 
fastiuprs and prayers, — if we seek Him as Anna sought 
Him, or St. Peter at Joppa, or holy Daniel before 
them, Christ will be manifested to ns; the day will 
dawn, and the day-star arise in our hearts. We shall 
see the sign of the Son of man in heaven; we shall 
eat of the liidden manna, and possess that secret of 
the Jjord which is with those that fear Him; and, 
like St. Paul, we shall ''know whom we have be- 
lieved, and be persuaded that He is able to keep that 

1 Matt. 8. 
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which wc have committed unto Ilim against that 

While then we feel keenly^ as we oug^ht^ that we do 
not honour this Blessed Day with that lively and earnest 
joy which is its due^ yet let us not be discouraged, let 
OS not despond at this. We do feel joy ; we feel mote 
joy than we know we do. We see more of the next 
world than we know we see. If we have duly improved 
the sacred season which is now past ; if we have in 
good earnest^ and without trifling with ourselves, denied 
ourselves in meat and drink, and other indulgences, 
according' to our strength ; if we have been frequent 
in prayers according to our opportunities ; it cannot 
be but that a blessing has come upon us, and is upon 
<ns now. We may not be sensible of it, but by and 
by we shall know it, when we look back upon it. 
What has already happened in our past experience 
«uiely is enough to assure us of this. We know in 
what way we have been hitherto brought to recognize 
so much as we do recognize of our Christian blessedness; 
how very gradually, how silently. We may recollect, 
perhaps, one or other striking occurrence. Perhaps, as 
I have said, we can put our hand, as it were, on a 
time in our childhood, when the thought fii-st came on 
us that we had relations towards other beings, and they 
towards us, and we marvelled what we were, and why 
we existed. Perhaps, in after life, we recollect seasons 
when the force of Divine trath came on us more sensibly 
and distinctly ; but for the most part it is not so. For 
the most part we have gained truth, and made progress 

t 2 Tim. u 12. 
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from truth to truths without knowing it. We cannot tell 
when we first heldthis^ or first held that doctrine, which 

is now our joy and treasure. It is " as if a man should 
cast seed into the ground, and should sleep and rise 
night and day^ and the seed should spring and grow up 
he knoweth not how . . . first the hlade, then the ear, 
after that the full corn in the ear'/"* One may see this 
on all sides ; one may see it especially at this time. 
Grod Almighty seems at this time to he mercifully 
leading numbers on to the full truth, as it is in Jesus 
(if it be not presumptuous thus to speak) ; He is 
leading them on, and they do not know it themselves. 
They are gradually modifying and changing their 
opinions, while they think they remain stationary. 
Others, perhaps, see how it is with them : they do 
not ; in due time they will. Such is God's wonderful 
way. Ja(Sob was at Bethel before he knew it. We^ 
too, are in the kingdom of grace without knowing it, 
and it is manifested in us before we are sensible of the 
manifestation. As infants gaze around them, and yet 
seem to look at nothingi we too see our privileges, yet 
do not master them. Let us pray ever, that we may 
know more and more what w^e are, and that we may 
duly apprehend our own knowledge ; in a word, that 
we may haye right feelings, and a coirei^nding creed.. 

And now, to conclude, for it is hardly befitting on 
this Day to speak much, when God has done His 
greatest work. Let us think of it and of Him. Let us 
rejoice in the Day which He has made, and let us be 
^'willing in the Day of His Power.'' This is Easter 

> Mark iv, 26-28. 
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Diiy. Let us say this again and ag^ain to ourselves 
with fear aud great joy. As children say to themselves. 
This 18 the spring/' or This is the sea/' trying to 
iifrasp the thought^ and not let it go ; as travellers in a 
Ibreign land gay, " This is that great city/' or " This is 
that famous building/^ know ing it has a long history 
through centuries, and vexed with themselves that they 
know so little about it ; so let us say, This is the Day of 
Days, the Royal Day, the Lord^s Day. This is the 
Day on which Christ arose from the dead ; the Day 
which brought us salvation. It is a Day which has 
made us greater than we know. It is our Day of rest, 
the true Sabballi. C. hnsi entered into His rest, and so 
do we. It brings us, iu figure, through the grave and 
gate of death to our season of refreshment in Abra- 
ham's bosom. We have had enough of weariness, and 
dreariness, and listlessness, and sorrow, and remorse. 
We have had enough of this troublesome world. We 
have had enough of its noise and din. Noise is its best 
music. But now there is stillness; and it is a stillness 
that speaks. W^e know how strange the feeling is of 
perfect silence after continued sound. Such is our 
blessedness now. Calm and serene days have begun ; 
and Christ is heard in them, and His still small voice, 
because the world speaks not. Let us only put off the 
world, and we put on Christ, The receding from one is 
an approach to the other. We have now for some 
weeks been trying, through His grace, to unclothe our- 
selves of earthly wants and desires. May that un- 
clothing be unto ns a clothing upon of things invisible 
and imperishable i May we grow in grace, and iu the 
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knowledge of our Lord and Savionr, season after season, 
year after year, till lie takes to Himself, fii-st one, then 
another, in the order He thinks fit, to be separated 
from each other for a little while, to be united together 
for ever, in the king>dom of His Father and our Father, 
His God and our God. 
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THE GOSPEL SIGN ADDRESSED TO FAITH. 

(bastxb.) 
Matt. xii. 38. 

** Then certain of the Scriheft and of the Pharhees anftivered, *aifi»0, 
Master^ we would see a Si^n from Thee," 

rpH£SE Scribes and Pharisees^ though Christ had 
wrought among them works which none other 

man did/^ and, as one of their own company confessed, 
no man could do miracles such as His "except God were 
with him/' persisted in asking for some decisive Sign, 
which would prove His Divinity beyond all question. 
In His reply, our Lord denied and yet promised snch a 
sign. He says, "An evil and adulterous generation 
seeketh after a sign; there shall no sign be given to it, 
but the Sign of the Prophet Jonas.'' In this sentence it 
is implied, both that their wislies were not to be granted, 
yet that a great miracle was to be wrought. 

On a second occasion they asked ag^in, Sadducees as 
well as Pharisees : they ''came, and tempting, desired 
Him that He \\ ould show them a sign from heaven 
Joshua had stopped the sun and moon " in the sight of 
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Israel Samnel had brought thunder at harvest time ; 

they asked for a similar miracle. They asked for a 
sign from heaven; He answered still by promising a 
Sign from the earth, — ^a Sign like his, who was " three 
days and three nights in the whaVs belly.*" A Sign 
waa to be wrought and was to disappoint them : it was 
to be a Sign, but not to them ; hence our Lord says in 
the parallel passage in St. Mark, Verily I say unto 
you, There shall no bign be given to this generation 

In an earlier part of His ministr}-, the same question 
had been asked, and the same answer given under a 
different image. The Jews said unto Him, What sign 
showest Thou unto us, seeing that Thou doest these 
things He in like mumior imswers; "Destroy this 
temple, and in three days I will raise it up They 
misunderstood Him, and He did not set them right. For 
they were to see, and see not ; they were not to witness 
the Sign then, nor were they allowed to apprehend His 
language now. He spoke of the resurrection of His 
body, and they were not at that season to see Him whom 
they had piereed. 

Now what is remarkable in this passage is this, 
that our Lord promised a great sign parallel to those 
wrought by the old prophets; yet instead of being 
public as theirs was, it was in the event, like Jonah's, 
a secret sign. Few saw it ; it was to be received by all, 
but on faith ; it was addressed to the humble and lowly. 
When it took place, and St. Thomas re^ed to believe 
without sight, our Lord said to him, " Thomas, because 
thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed ; blessed are they 
1 Matt. xvi. 1. Mark viu. 12. 2 jobn iL 19. 
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that have not seen^ and yet have belieyed/' The Apostle^ 

perhaps^ luig-ht have been arguing", " If this be the 
Lord^s great Sign^ surely it is to be seen. What is 
meant by the resurrection hut an evidence which is 
to he addressed to my senses ? I have to believe, and 
this is to assure my Ijelief/^ Yet St. Thomas would 
have been more blessed, had he believed Christ's miracu- 
lous Presence without seeing it ; and our Lord implied 
that such persons there would be. 

Now what makes this u subject of int<^rest to us is, 
that our Lord does expressly promise all Christians a 
certain gracious manifestation of Himself^ which it is 
natural, at first sight, to supjiose a sensible one: and 
many persons undei*stand it to be such, as it' it were not 
more blessed to believe than to see. Our Lord says ; 
^'He that hath My commandments and keepeth them^ 
he it is that loveth Me ; and he that loveth Me^ shall he 
loved of My Father, and I will love him, and will mani- 
fest Myself to him.**' When Jude asked Ilim, Lord, 
how is it that Thou wilt manifest Thyself unto us^ and 
not unto the world?'' our Lord answered^ If a man 
love Me, he will keep !My words ; and My Father will 
love him, and We will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him In accordance with this promise^ St. 
Paul says^ ''The Spirit Itself heareth witness with our 
spirit, that we are the children of God and St. John, 
" He that belicveth on the Son of God hath the witness 
in himself/' 

Now^ that this great gift^ whatever it he^ is of a 
nature to impart illumination^ sanctity^ and peace^ to 

1 John xiv. 21-23. 
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the soul to whicli it comes, far from disputing, I would 

earnestly maintain. And, in this indirect wa\% doubt- 
less, it is in a certain sense apprehended and perceived ; 
perceived in its effects, with a consciousness that those 
effiscts cannot come of themselyes, hut imply a gift from 
wliicli they come, and a presence of which they are, as 
it were, the shadow, a voice of winch they are the echo. 
But there are persons who desire the inward manifesta* 
tion of Christ to be much more sensible than this. They 
will not be contented without some sensible sign and . 
direct evidence that God loves them ; some assurance, in 
which faith has no part, that God has chosen them ; and 
which may answer to their anticipations of what Scrip- 
ture calls "the secret of the Lord/^ and " that hidden 
manna which Christ invites us to partake. Some men, 
for instance, hold that their conscience would have no 
peace, unless they recollected the time when they were 
converted from darkness to light, from a state of wrath 
to the kingdom of God. Others consider, that in order 
to possess the seal of election, they must be able to 
discern in themselves certain feelings or frames of mind, 
a renunciation of their own merit, and an apprehension 
of gospel salvation ; as if it were not enough to renounce 
ourselves and follow Christ, without the lively conscious* 
ness that we are doing so \ and that in this ]ies the 
secret of the Lord/' Others go further; and think that 
without a distinct inward assurance of his salvation, a 
man is not in a saving state. This is what men often 
eonceive; not considering that whatever be the mani- 
festation promised to Christians by our Lord, it is not 
likely to be more sensible and more intelligible than the 
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great sign of His own Kesurrection. Yet even thai, 
like the miracle wrought upon Jonah^ was in secret, 
and they who believed without seeing it were mote 
blessed than those who saw. 

All this accords with what is told ns about particular 
Divine manifestations in other parts of Scripture. The 
Saints reflected on them afterwards, and mastered them, 
but can hardly be considered as sensible of them at the 
very time. Thus Jacob, after the vision, says ; " Surely 
the Lord is in this place, and 1 knew it not/* Manoah 
said to his wife, after the Angel had departed, We 
shall surely die, because we have seen God/' Gideon in 
like circumstances said, Alas, O Lord God! for because 
I have seen an Angel of the Loi-d lace to face/' And 
St. Peter, while the Angel was delivering him out of 
prison, though he obeyed him, yet wist not that it was 
true which was done by the Angel, but thought he saw 
a vision /' but " when he was come to himself, he said. 
Now I know .of a surety that the Lord hath sent His 
Angel'/' * 

Let no one think it strange to say, that God may 
be holding communion with us without our knowing it. 
Do not all good thoughts come from Him ? Yet are we 
sensible that they so come ? Can we tell how they come ? 
We commonly speak of beinig^ influenced by (Jod's grace, 
and resisting His grace ; this implies a certain awful 
intercourse between the soul and God ; yet who will say 
that he himself can tell in particular instances when 
God moves him, and when he is responding this way or 
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that? It is one thing^, then, to receive impressions, 
another to rellect upon them and to be conscious of them. 
God may manifest Himself to ub^ and that to the in- 
crease of our comfort^ and yet we not realize that He 

does so. 

But now to prucetd ; for there is more information 
given us on the subject. There was another occasion 
on which the Jews asked for a sign^ and on which onr 
Lofd answered by promising one^ not to His Apostles 
only, but in contimiaiue, like the manifestation He 
speaks of^ to all His faithful followers. And it was a 
sign not more sensible or palpable, not less the object 
of faith as regards the many, than that sign of His 
resurrection which He gave once for all. He luid just 
before been feeding five thousand men with live barley 
loayes and two small fishes ; when, not contented with 
thiS; the Jews said, What sign showest Thou, that we 
may see and believe Thee ? What dost Thou work 
and they ])roceeded to refer to ^e sign from heaven/' 
which Moses had given them, Our fathers did eat 
manna in the desert, as it is written, He gave them 
bread from heaven to eat.^' It was a little thing, they 
seemed to say, to multiply bread, but it was a great 
thing to send down bread from heaven, — a great tiling, 
when the nature of the creature was changed, and men 
were made to live hv the word of the Lord. Was the 
Son of man able to give them bread such as this ? Yes, 
Buiely, He had a Sign, — a Sign from heaven, more 
wonderful, a fearful Sign, surpassing thought and sur- 
passing sight too, addressed to faith only, but not the 
less true because it was hidden. Moses gave their 
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fathers bread from heaven; they saw it, ato it, aiul were 
dead ; His sign was greater. He was Himself the Bread 
from heaven under the Gospel^ and the Bread of life. 
He took not of the creature to Batisfy their need^ hut 
He gave Himself for the life of the world. ''Moses 
gave you not that bread from heaven ; but j\ry Father 
giveth you the True Bread from heaven^ for the Bread 
of God is He which cometh down from heaven and 
^veth life unto the world. I am the Bread of Life. 
This is the Bread which cometh down from heaven, that 
a man may eat thereof and not die/' Now I am not 
led to speak here of that special ordinance in which His 
Divine announcement is fiilfiUed ; this would be foreifirn 
to my present purpose. I do but wish to consider tiie 
gift in itself, and the sign in itself, as these words de- 
scribe it. It is a sign greater than manna, yet beyond 
dispute^ as the passage itself shows, a sign not addressed 
to sight, but to faith. For our Lord speaks oi our 
coming to Him,'' and "believing on Himj" and He 
says that ''it is the Spirit that quickeneth, the flesh 
profiteth nothing/' and He warns us, "No one can 
come unto Me, except the Father which hath sent Me 
draw him." His coming up from the heart of the earth 
was a sign for faith, not for sight ; and such is His 
coming down firom heaven as Bread. 

I have bee*^ speaking of the signs which He Himself 
promised; but others were announced concerning Him 
by His servants, and these, let it be observed, are secret 
also, and addressed to faith. The Prophet Isaiah was 
commissioned to promise Ahaz a sig-n ; " Ask thee a 
sign of the Lord thy God," he says, "ask it either in 
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the depth or in the height above/' When Ahaz would 
not speak, the Prophet proceeded : *'The Lord Himself 

shall g-ive you a Sig-n ; behold, a Virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a Sou^ and shall call His name Immanuel 
Yet could there be a Sign more secret^ less exposed to 
the senses, less addressed to the reason, than the Con- 
ception of Christ? It was a mii'acle, yet not an evi- 
dence. 

And so again, when onr Lord was bom, the Angel 
gave the Shepherds a Sign ; but which was the greater 

evideuce, the Ang^l himself, and the multitude of the 
heavenly host, or the Sign itself which he sent them to 
see ? This shall be a Sign unto jou,^' he said, " Ye 
shall see the Sabe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lynig^ 
in a manger/' Was this an evidence of greatness or of 
meanness ? Did it prove Him to be God, or was it a 
trial of £Eiith? 

And so again, though it is not called a sign, yet it 
had been published in the manner of a sig^n, that the 
Lord should suddenly come to His Temple, even the 

Messenger of the Covenant,^^ that the glory of the 
latter house should be greater than that of the former,^' 
and that God would "glorify the house of His glory/' But 
how did He come to fulfd these prophecies ? As an 
infant in arms, recognized by one or two holy persons, 
and that by means of &ith, without pomp,'or display of 
irreatness. Simeon held in his hands the immaeulate 
form of the Saviour of men, the Light and Life of the 
world, the all-holy and incorruptible Presence which 
the Angels of Gt)d worship ; yet in what an ontward 

• * Isa. vii. 11. 14. 
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appearance! Yet still he said andoubtingly^ ''Mine 

eyes have seen Thy salvation; a lig-ht to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of Thy people Israel/' 

What is true in these instances, is true of all the 
parts of our Lord'? gracious economy. He was ''ma- 
nifested in the flesh ; justified in the Spirit ; seen of 
Angels ; preached unto the Gentiles ; believed on in the 
world ; received up into glory \ yet what was the nature 
of the manifestation ? The Annunciation was secret ; 
the Nativity was secret ; the miraculous Fasting in the 
wilderness was secret ; the Resurrection secret ; the 
Ascension not far from secret ; the abiding Presence 
secret. One thing alone was public, and in the eyes 
of the world, — His Death ; the only event which did 
not speak ot His Divinity, the only event in which He 
seemed a sign, not of power, but of weakness. He 
was crucified in weakness, but He was not crucified in 
secret. His humiliation was proclaimed and manifested 
all over the earth. When lifted up indeed from the 
earth, He displayed His power ; He drew all men to 
Him, but not from what was seen, but from what was 
hidden, from what was not known, from what was 
matter of faith, from His atoning virtue. As far as 
seen, He was, in holy Simeon's words, "a Sign which 
should be spoken against.'^ It .is not by reason or by 
>ig1it that we accept and glory in the sign of the Cross; 
it is by " laying aside all malice, and all guile, and 
hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings,'' and 
^'as newborn babes desiring the sincere milk of the 
word, that we may grow thereby.^' "If so be,*' as 
St. Peter proceeds, '^ye have tasted that the Lord is 

[VI] I 
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gmeiotis; to whom comings as unto. a lining stone, 
^disallowed indeed of men, bnt chosen of God^ and 
precious^ ye also as lively stouets are built up a spiritual 
house j a lioly^ priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, 
•aoeeptftble to God by Jesus Christ. Unto you, there- 
i^re, that believe, fie is precious ; but unto them which 
be disobedient, the Stone which the builders disallowed, 
the same m made the head of the comer 
• Let us not seek then for signs send wonders, or ask 
(for sensible inward tokens of God's faTOur ; let us not 
iudulge enthusiasm, or become the slaves of superstition, 
who are childfen of God by faith, Paith only can in- 
troduce us to the unseen Presence of. God; let us 
▼enture to beHeve, let us make, trial before we see, 
and the evidence which others demand before believing, 
we shall gain more abundantly by believing- Almighty 
God> is 'hidden &om us; the world does not discoyer 
Hhn to us ; we may go to the right hand and the left, 
but we find Him not. The utmost we can do in the 
way of nature is to feel after Him, who, though we see 
Him not, yet is not far from every one of us. ^^Lo 
He goedt by me,^^ says Job, and I see Him not ; He 
passeth on also, and I perceive Him not/* O that 
I knew where j[ might find Him ! that I might enmo 
even to His seat. • . . JBehold, I go forward, and He 
is no^ there ,* and backward, but I cannot perceive Him. 
On the left hand where He doth work, but I cannot 
behold Him; He hideth Himself on the right hand, 
that I cannot see K\m^" This is the veil that is cast 

> 1 i\t. u. 1- 7. * Job ix. 11 ; xxiii. 3. 8. 9. 
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over all nations ; the want of intercourse or communion 

between the bouI and Him who made it. We can speak 
to Hk creatures, we cumot speak to Him. Once it was 
not so; man was created upright^ amd then He saw 
God; he fell^ and lost God^8*image and God's -presence. 
How must he recfain his privilege, but by becoming' 
what he once was? He lost it by sinning, he must 
regain it^ by pureness. And till this recovery he must 
accept it on faith ; he is allowed to apprehend and enjoy 
it by faith. He beg-ins witli fnit]i,thjit he may end with 
holiness ; he is allowed to begin with laith, because faith 
is itself of a holy nature, and the first fruits and earnest 
of holiness to come. Faith is the religion of sinners 
beginning to purify tliemselves for (iod^ and in every 
age, and under every dispensation, the just liave lived 
by faith. By Mth^' Moses '' endured, as seeing Him 
who is invisible for lack of faith. Balaam met an 
Angel ill llie way and discerned him not. Thus "we 
walk by faith^ not by sight we "look not at the 
things which are seen, hut at the things which are 
not seen/' We set Him on our right hand, '^whom 
having" not seen, we love : in whom, tliou^h now we 
see Him not, yet believing, we rejoice with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory, receiving the end of our 
faith, even the salvation of our souls/' 

Opposed to this generous and vigorous faith are carnal 
blindness and grossness of heart, of which Scripture 
speaks so often. Whatever there is of spiritual light 
within us, is quenched by indulging our natural tastes 
and appetites. Our Lord says, " Ye cannot serve God 
and mammon He bids us watch and pray, and 

I 2 
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' beware of eating and drinking, buying and selling, 
marrying' and being given in marriage. We cannot 
have our eyes at once on this world and on the other. 
Those who live in the sun's glare^ can see nothing in . 
twilight ; but those whose eyes are used to the shade, 
see many things which the others will not believe they 
can see. So is it with our souls ; the minding of the flesh, 
aiming at this world's goods, seeking to rise or succeed 
in life, gazing on g^reatness, rank, distinction,' abund* 
ance, pomp and show, coveting wealtli, measuring 
things by wealthy eating and drinking without restraint, 
placing no curb upon the passions, exercising no self- 
command^ living without rule, indolently and weakly 
following the first idea which presents itself, the first 
impulse^ the first temptation, all this makes the heart 
irreligious. Then it is that men ask for clearer evidence, 
and reject the truth ; then they say, How can these 
things be?'* or "This is a hard saying:" or "What 
sign showest Thou ? for " the heart of this people/' in 
the prophet's words, " is waxed gross, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes Baye they closed ; lest 
they should see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, 
and understand with their hearts, and should be con- 
verted, and I should heal them." When He healed 
men in the days of His flesh, it was indeed by means 
of His own sacred Person, His touch, or His breath, or 
His voice ; but still faith was the condition on the part 
of the suppliants ; and now too, though He is with us 
ever so really and fully according to His promise, yet 
He requires faith, as before, in order to our restoration 
to His favour and to His image. 
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What a contrast to such tliou<^bts as these is the con- 
duct of the mass of men ! Truly they are without 
God in the world/' — that is, they do not keep before 
their inindB, in any sense, that He is present, though 
unseen ; they do not even admit that they ought to do 
so, or try to do so, or approach even to the idea that 
there are persons who do live as in the sight of the 
Invisible. Go into the general conconrse of mien, and 
what notion is there entertained of such a dependence 
upon, such an intercourse with, things unseen, as Scrip- 
ture prescribes? They are engaged in their several 
trades and professions ; they are active, companionable, 
and friendly; they are nnexoepttonable as far as the 
civilities and kindnesses ol* mutual intercourse are con- 
cerned ; but what are they more ? Have they seriousness? 
Are they. under the habitual influence of religion? Do 
they sacrifice this life to the next? Is there any thing 
which they do or do not, which they \\uuld not do, or 
would not omit to do, were religion a mere idle tale ? 
Is God in any one of their thoughts? Do they fear 
Him ? Do they recollect that they are to be judged ? 
What marks" have thev '*of the Lord Jesus?" How^ 
show they that they are waiting- for Him who has gone 
away only to come back again ? What an awful sight 
does the baptized world present to any one who retires 
some few steps out of it ! O fearful thoii<^'ht, a Day will 
come when every eye shall see Him bodily, whom they 
will not learn now to see spiritually 1 O fearful thought 
indeed, when all these indolent and careless men, to say 
nolhiiig of open scoffei'S and profligates, will be gathered 
together before His Judgment-seat, to receive their 
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doom once for all ! At present they look upon religion 
as a dream, and religious men as dreamers ; they only 
think of them as narrow-minded men^ or superstitiously 
strict, or weak, or fanoiful, or hypocrites^ or fanatical^ or 
party-spirited; as persons who profess mnch, bat are, 
after all, much the same as other men, "-overned by 
the same weaknesses^ passions, and inducements. 

O miserable and most dreadfol Day of His coming, and 
who shall abide it? when those who will not acknow- 
ledge the secret glory, shall at lcngi:h feel the mani- 
fested power of the Lamb; when those who will not 
discern His tokens now, but think His ordinances, His 
Church, His servants, to be but things of this world, 
will then see "the Sign of the Son of man in heaven/' 
and against their will must believe and tremble. Jj'or 
''then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and 
they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of 
heaven with power and great glory/' Let \is be wise 
in time ; let us seek Him while it is called to-day ;" 
let us ''seek the Lord and His strength, seek His 
&ce evermore/' Let us seek Him in His Temple, 
and in its ordinances; espeeiallv in that most sacred 
Ordmancc in which He all but reveals to us His 
heavenly countenance, all but gives us to touch His 
hands and feet, and put our hand into His side, that 
we may see that it is He Himselt, and tliat we are fol- 
lowing no deceitful vision. He said to ^lary, " Touch 
Me not, for I am not yet ascended to My Father/' He 
is now ascended, therefore we may touch Him. Let us, 
as far as is permitted us, approach liini, who walked 
upon the sea, and rebuked the wind, and multiplied the 
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loaves, and turned the water into wine^ and made the 
clay give sights and entered through the closed doors, 
and came and vanished at His will. Let ns see Him 
by faith; though onr eyes are holden, that we Imow it 
not. Evermore may He so be \\ itk us, a gracious Lord, 
whose " garments smell of myrrh, aloes, and cassia,'' of 
spikenard and saffiron, calamus and cinnamon, and all 
trees of frankincense, myrrh, and aloe8,«with all the chief 
spices So may He be with us evermore, mo^nng our 
hearts within us, until the day break and the shadows 
flee away/' 

I Ffe. 8. Canfc. ir. 14. 
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THE SPIRITUAL PRESENCE OF CHRIST IX THE CHURCH^' 



** A mile whiUf and ije shall not see Me : and a(jai,i, a HI lie while, and 
shall see Me, because I go to the Father.'^ 



iRY opposite lessons are drawn in different parts 



^ of Scripture from the doctrine of Christ^s leaving 
the world and retuminj^ to His Father; lessons so 

opposite the one to the other, that at first sij^'ht, a reader 
might even find a difficulty in reconciling them together. 
In an earlier season of His ministry^ our Lord inti- 
mates that when He was removed^ His disciples shotdd 
sorrow, — that thenw«as to])e the special time for huniili- 
ation. "Can the children of the Bride-chamber mourn/* 
He asks^ as long as the Bridegroom is with them ? hut 
the days will come, when the Bridegroom shall he taken 
from them, and fkcn sliall they fast\^' Yet in tlie words 
following the text, spoken by Him when He was going 
away> He says ; " I will see you again, and your heart 

i Matt, ix, 15, 



(easteb.) 



JoHir xvi. 16. 
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shall rejoice, and your joy no man takeih from you/' 
And He says shortly before it, " It is expedient for yovi 
that I go away/^ And again : *^ I will not leave you 
comfortless, I will come to you. Yet a little while, and 
the world seeth Me no more : but ve see Me/' Thus 
Christ^s f^oingf to the Father is at once a source of 
sorrow, because it involves Uis absence ; and of joy, 
because it involves His presence. And out of the 
doctrine of His resurrection and ascension, springs 
those Christian paradoxes, often spoken of in Scrii)tuve, 
that we are sorrowing, yet always rejoicing ; as having 
nothing, yet possessing all things. 

This, indeed, is our state at present ; we have lost 
Christ and wc liave found Him ; we see llini not, yet 
we discern Him. We embrace His feet, yet He says. 

Touch Me not/' How is this? it is thus: we have 
lost the sensible and conscious perception of Him ; we 
oaimut look on Him, hear Him, convert^o with Him, 
follow Him from place to place ; but we enjoy the spiri- 
tual, immaterial, inward, mental, real sight and posses** 
sion of Him ; a possession more real and more present 
tlian that wliieli the Apostles luul in the days of His 
flesh, because it is spiritual, became it is invisible. We 
know that the closer any object of this world comes to 
us, the less we can contemplate it and comprehend it. 
Christ has come so close to us in the Christian Church 
(if I may so speak), that we cannot gaze on Him or 
discern Him. He enters into us. He claims and takes 
possession of His purchased inheritance ; He does not 
present Himself to us, but He takes us to Him^ He 
makes us His members. Our faces are, as it were. 
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turned from Him ; we see Him not, and know not of 

His presence, except \^y faith, because He is over us and 
within 118. And thus we may at the same time lament 
because we are not conscious of His presencej as the 
Apostles enjoyed it before His death \ and may rejoice 
because we know we do possess it even more than they, 
according to the text, " whom having not seen (that is, 
with the bodily eyes) ye love ; in whom, though now ye 
see Him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unqieak- 
able and full of glory : receiving the end of your faith, 
even the salvatiua of your souls 

Concerning this great and mysterious gift, the pre- 
sence of Christ, invisible to sense, apprehended by 
faith, which seems to be spoken of in the text, and is 
suggested by this season of the year, I purpose now to 
saysome few words. 

Now observe what the promise is, in the text and the 
verses following — ^a new era was to commence, or what 
is called in Scripture a day of the Lord/' Wc know 
how much is said in Scripture about the awfuiuess and 
graciousness of a day of the Lord, which seems to be 
some special time of visitation, grace^ judgment, restora- 
tion, righteousness, and glory. Much is said concerning 
days of the Lord in the Old Testament. In the begin- 
ing we read of those august days, seven in number, each 
perfect, perfect all together, in which all things Were 
created, finished, blessed, acknowledged, approved by 
Almighty God. And all things will end with a day 
greater still, which will open with the coming of Christ 
from heaven, and the judgment; this is especially the 

* 1 Pet. i. 8, 0. 
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Day of the Lord, and will introduce an eternity of 
blessedness in God's presence for all believers. And 
another special day predicted and fulfilled^ is that longf 
season which precedes and prepares for the day of 
heaven, viz. the Day of the Christian Church, the Day 
of the gospel, the Day of grace. This is a day much 
spoken of in the Prophets^ and it is the day of which 
our Saviour speaks in the passage before ns. Observe 
how solemn, how hi" h a day it is : this is His account 
of it, I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice ; 
your joy no man taketh from you. And in that Day 
ye shall ask Me nothing. Verily^ verily^ I say unto 
you. Whatsoever ye shall ask the Father in My Name, 
He will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing 
in My name ; ask, and ye shall receive, that your joy 
may be full. • . . At that Day ye shall ask in my 
Name, and I say not unto you, that I will pray the 
Father for you, for the Father Himself loveth you, 
because ye have loved Me, and have believed that I came 
out from God. I came forth from the Father, and am 
come into the world ; again I leave the world, and go to 
the Father.^^ The Day, then, that dawned upon the 
Church at the Kesurrection, and beamed forth in full 
splendour at the Ascension, that Day which has no set- 
ting, which will be, not ended, but absorbed in Christ^s 
glorious appearance from heaven to det^lroy sin and 
death ; tliat Day in which we no\^ are, is described in these 
words of Christ as a state of special Divine manifestation, 
of special introduction into the presence of God. B3' 
Christ, says the Apostle, " we have the access by faith 
into this grace wherein we stand.'' He hatli raised us 
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up together^ and made us sit together in heavenl y places 
in Christ Jesus/' ^'Yonr life is hid with Christ in 
God/^ " Our conversation is in heaven, from whence 
also we look for the Saviour^ the Lord Jesus Christ.'' 
God, who commanded the light to shine out of dark<» 
ness, hath shined in our hearts, to o-iye the light of the 
knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Chnst/' As many as have been baptized into Christ 
have put on Christ/' And our Lord says ; *^ I will love 
him, and will manifest Myself to him. . . . We will 
come unto him, and make Our abode with him/' Thus 
we Christians stand in the courts of God Most High^ 
and, in one sense, see His face ; for He who once was 
on earth, has now departed from this visible scene of 
things in a mysterious, twofold way, both to His Father 
and into our hearts, thus making the. Creator and His 
creatures one ; acconUng to His own words, I will 
not leave you comfortless : I will come to you. Yet a 
little while, and the world seeth Me no more ; but ye 
see Me : because I live, ye shall live also.^ At that Day 
ye shall know that I am in the Father, and ye in Me, 
and I in yon*/' 

Now, in behalf of this mystery, I observe : — 
First, that Christ really is with us now, whatever be 
the mode of it« This He says expressly Himself; ^'Lo, 
I am with you alway, even nnto the end of the world/' 
He even says, " Where two or three are gathered tog-e- 
ther in My Name, there am I in the midst of them\'' 

' llom. V. 2. Kph. ii. 6. Col. iii. 3. Phil. iii. 20. 2 Cor. iv. 6. 
Gal. iii. 27. John xiv. 21—23. 18—20. 
2 Matt.xxviii.20; xviii. 20. 
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And in a passa^je already quoted more than once, I 
will not leave you comfortless : I will come to yon/' 
Christ's piesence^ then^ is promised to ns stilly thongh 
He IB on the right hand of the Father. Yon will say, 
Yes ; He is present as God/' Nay, I answer ; more 
than this, lie is the Christ, and the Christ is promised, 
and Christ is man as well as God. This surely is plain 
even from the words of the text. He said He was 
going away. Did He go away as God or as man ? ''A 
little while, and ye shall not see Me this was on His 
death. He went away as man. He died as man; if, 
then. He promises to come again, surely He must mean 
that He would return as man, in the only sense, that is, 
in which He eouid return. As God He is ever present, 
never was otherwise than present, never went away ; 
when His hody died on the Cross and was buried, when 
His soul departed to the plaee of spirits, still He was 
with His disciples in His Divine ubiquity. The separa- 
tion of soul and body could not touch His impassible 
ererlasting Godhead. When then He says He should 
go away, and come again and abide for ever. He is 
speaking", not merely of II is omnipresent Divine nature, 
but of His human nature. As being Christ, He says 
that He, the Incarnate Mediator, shall be with His 
Church for ever. 

Hut again : } oii may be led to explain 1 Us declaration 
thus ; " He has come again, but in His Spirit ; that is, 
His Spirit has come instead of Him ; and when it is 
said that He is with us, this only means that His Spirit 
is with us/^ No one, doubtless, can deny this most 
gracious and consolatory truth, that the Holy Ghost is 
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come; bnt why has He come? to supply Christ's 

absence^ or to a(.'eorii))Iish His presence? Surely to make 
liim present. Let us not for a moment suppose that 
God the Holy Ghost comes in such sense that God the 
Son remains away. No; He has not so come that 
Christ does not come, l)ut rallier lie eomos tliat Christ 
may come in His coming". Through the Holy Ghost we 
haye oommunion with Father and Son. In Christ we 
are bnilded to^^ether/^ says St* Pani, for an habitation 
of God throug-li tlie Spirit/* ^* Ye are the temple 
of God, and the Spirit of God dwelleth in you/' 

Strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner 
man, that Christ may dwell in yonr hearts by faith/' 
The Holy Spirit causes, faith welcomes, the indwelling 
of Christ in the heart. Thus the Spirit does not take 
the pkee of Christ in the soul, but secures that place to 
Christ. St. Paul insists much on this presence of 
Christ in those who have His Spirit. Know ye not,^^ 
he says, "that your bodies are the members of Christ?'' 

By one Spirit are we all baptized into one Body . . . 
ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular.'' 
*' Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ 
is in you, except ye be reprobates?" "Christ in you, 
the hope of glory." , And St. John : " He that hath the 
Son, hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God, 
hath not Life." And our Lord Himself, " Abide in Me 
and I in you : I am the \ ine, ye are the branches. He 
that abideth in ]Me, and I in Him, the same bringeth 
forth much fruit." The Holy Spirit, then, youchsafes 
to come to us, that by His coming Christ may come to 
us, not carnally or visibly, but may enter into us. And 
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ibus He is both present and absent ; absent in tbat He 

Jias left the earth, present \\\ that lie lias not left the 
faithful soul ; or^ as He says Himself^ The world seetb 
Me no more, but see He 

Yon will say. How can He be present to the Christian 
and in the Churcli, yet not be on earllij but on the 
right hand of God ? I answer^ that the Christian 
Church is made up of faithful 90uUy and how can any of 
ne say where the soul is, simply and really ? The soul 
indeed acts throu<>h the body, and perceives tlirou<^h 
the body ; but where is it ? or what has it to do with 
place ? or why should it be a thing incredible that the 
power of the Spirit should so visit the soul as to open 
upon it a Divine manifestation, which yet it pereeives 
not, l^cause its present perceptions are only through 
the body ? Who shall limit the power of the gracious 
Spirit of God ? How know we, for instance, bnt that 
•He makes Christ present with us, by making* us present 
with Christ? As the earth goes round the sun, yet the 
mm is said to move, so our souls, in £ict, may be taken 
up to Christ, when He is said to come to us. But no 
need to insist on one mode in which the myster}^ may 
be conceived, when ten thousand ways are possible with 
God, of which we know nothing. Scripture says enough 
to show us that influences may be exerted upon the 
soul so marvellous, that we cannot decide whether the 
soul remains in the body or not, while subjected to 

* 

> Eph. ii. 22. 1 Cor. iii. 16. Epli. iii. 17. 1 Cor. vi. 15; xii. 
13. 27. 2 Cor. xiii. 5. Col. i. 27. 1 John v. 12. Joliu xv. 4, 5 ; 
xiv. 19. 
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them. St. Paul, speaking of himself, says, ''Whether 

in the body^ T cannot tell^ or whether out of the body, 
I cannot tell ; Clod knoweth : . , , caught up to the third 
heaven.'' And he 'repeats his statement: '^I knew 
snch a man/' meaning himself, ''whether in the body I 
cannot tell, or out of the body I cannot tell, God know- 
eth: how that he was caught up into Paradise, and 
heard unspeakable words which it is not lawful for a 
man to utter/' St Paul was brought into Paradise, 
yet his body remained where it was ; and whether his 
soul was separated from it, was a question which he 
' could not decide. How can we pretend to decide what 
the Holy Spirit may or may not do towards faithful 
souls now, and whether He does not manifest Christ to 
and in them, by bringing them to Christ? A^-ain ; 
consider Satan's power in showing our Lord all the 
kingdoms of the world "in a moment of times*' m&y not 
the Almig^lity Spirit much more do with us, what the 
e\'il one did with our Lord ? May He not in less than 
a moment bring our souls into God's presence, while our 
bodies are on earth ? 

And again ; while we know so little about our own 
ponlsj on the other hand, wc are utterly ignorant of 
the state in which our Blessed Lord exists at present, 
and the relation of this visible world to Him; or 
whether it may not be possible for Him, in some 
mysterious way, to come to us, though lie is set down 
on the right hand of God. Did He not, after His 
resunection, come into a room, of which the doors were 
shut, yet suffer Himself to be handled, to prove that 
He was not a spirit ? Certainly then, though He is 
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clothed in our nature, and is perfect tnan, yet His 

glorified body is not confined by those laws under which 
our mortal bodies lie. 

But further; whether it is difficult to conceive or 
no, Scripture actually gives us at least one instance of 
His appearini^ after His ascension, as if to satisfy us that 
His prusfiu-e is possible, though it be mysterious. We 
all know that He has often vouchsafed to appear to 
His saints in vinons. Thus He appeared to St. John, 
as related in the Book of Hevelation ; and to St. Paul, 
when he was at Corinth, at Jerusalem several times, 
^d in the ship. TAe^e appearances were not an actual 
presence of Christ, as we may conjecture, but impres- 
sions divinely made, and shadows cast upon the mind. 
And ill the same way %ve may explain His appearing to 
St. Stephen, When that blessed Martyr said, " Behold 
I see the heavens open, and the Son of Man standing 
on the right hand of God,'' we may suppose he did not 
see this great sight really, but only had a vision of it. 
These, I repeat, may be visions; ,but what shall we say 
to Christie appearance to St. Paul on his conversion, 
while he was on the way to Damascus ? For then the 
Lord Jesus plainly was seen and heard by him close at 
hand. He tell to the earth, and heard a voice saying 
unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me? And 
he said. Who art Thou, Lord? And the Lord said, 
I am Jesus, whom thou persecutest How was this? 
We do not know. Can a body be in two places 
at once? I do not say so; I only say. Here is a 

1 Acts ix. 4, 5. 
[Vl] K 
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mystery. By way of contrast with this real siff/d of 

the Lord, we are presently told that to Ananias the Lord 
appeared ^'ia a vision." And hence, moreover, when 
Ananias came to Saul^ he said that God had chosen him 
that Jke should "see that Just One> and /tear the voice 
of His mouth And hence, too, he say^ himself in 
his Epistle to the Corinthians, " Am I not an xVpostle ? 
am I not free ? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord 
Would he haye said this^ if he had had but a vision of 
Him ? Had he not many more visions of Him, not 
one only? And a^^ain, after mentioning our Loixl's 
appearance to St. Peter, the Eleven, and five hundred 
brethren at once, and St. James, he adds, ''last of all. 
He was seen of me also, as of one bom out of due 
time That is, he speaks uf his having been favoured 
with a sight of Christ in as real, true, and literal a 
sense, as that in which the other Apostles had seen Him. 
St. Paul then saw Him, and heard Him speak, who was 
on the right hand of God. And this literal sight seems 
to have been, for some unknown reason, necessary for the 
office of an Apostle ; for, in accordance with St. FauFs 
words, just now cited, St. Peter says, when an Apostle 
was to be chosen in the phice of Judas, " Of these men 
which have companied with us . . . from the baptism of 
John unto that same day when He was taken up from 
us, must one be ordained to be a witness with us of His 
resurrection." And again, to Cornelius, Him God 
raised up the third day, and showed Him openly, not to 
all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before of God, 

^ Acts xxii. 14. 2 1 Cor. ix. 1. 3 1 Cor. xv. b. 
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even to us If St. Paul saw only a vision of Christy 

and not Christ ''veriljr and indeed/' in that case he 
was not a witness of His resurrection. But if he did 
see Him^ it is possible for Christ to be present mth u% 
also^ as with bim. 

Once more : it may be said tbat St. Paul was con,' 
scious of the presence of Christ on his conversion, and 
that he actually the sights and /leard the sounds of 
Paradise, bnt that we see and bear nothing. We, then, 
are not in Christ's presence, else we should be conscious 
of it.'' Now, with a view of meeting this objection, let 
us turn to the account of His appearances to His disci* 
pies after the Resurrection, which are most important, 
first, as showing tbat such an unconscious communion 
with Christ is possible ; next, that it is likely to be the 
sort of communion now granted to us, from the circum- 
stance that in that period of f orfy days after the Besur* 
rection, He began to be in that relation towards His 
Church,, in whicli He is still, and probably intended to 
intimate to us thereby what His presence with us is 
now. 

Now observe what was the nature of His presence in 

the Church after His Resurrection. It was this, that 
He came and went as lie pleased ; that material sub- 
stanch, such as the fastened doors, were no impediments 
to His coming; and that when He was present His 
disciples did not, as a matter of course, know Him. St. 
Mark says He appeared to the two disciples who were 
going int6 the country, to Emmaus, "in another /armj' 
St. Lake, who gives the accoimt more at length, says, 

> Actsi. 21, 22; X. 40, 41. 
K Z 
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that while He talked with them their heart l)urned 
within them. And it is worth remarking, that the two 
disciples do not seem to have been conscious of this at 
the time^ but on lookinf^ back, they recollected tliat as 
having been, which did not strike them while it was, 
"Did not/' they say, " did not our heart bum within 
US, while He talked with ns by the way, ft^d while He 
opened to ns the Scriptures But at the time, their 
hearts seem to have been holden (if we may use the 
expression) as well as their eyes. They were receiving^ 
impressions, but could not r^a/^iiv to themselves that they 
were receiving them ; afterwards, however, they became 
aware of what had been. Let us observe, too, w/ien it 
was that their eyes were opened ; here we are suddenly 
introduced to the highest and most solemn Ordinance of 
the Gospel, for it was when He consecrated and brake 
the Bread that their eyes were opened. Tliere is evi- 
dently a stress laid on this, for presently St. Luke suma 
up his account of the gracious occurrence with an allu- 
sion to it in particular; ^'They told what things were 
done in the way, and how lie was known of them 
in breaking of bread. For so it was ordained, that 
Christ should not be both seen and known at once; 
first He was seen, then He was known. Only by 
faith is He known to be present ; He is not recognized 
by sight. AVlien He opened His disciples' eyes. He at 
once vanished. He removed His visible presence, and 
left but a memorial of Himself. He vanished from 
sight that He might be present in a sacrament ; and in 
order to connect His visible presence with His presence 
invisible. He for one instant manifested Himself to 
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their open eyes; manifested Himself, if I may so 
speak, while He passed from His hiding-place of sight 
without knowledge, to that of knowledge without sight. 

Or again : consider the account of His appearing to 
St. Mary Magdalene. While slie stood at the sepulchre 
weeping He appeared, but she knew Him not. When 
He revealed Himself^ He did not, indeed, at onoe vanish 
away, but He would not let her touch Him; as if, 
in another way, to show that His presence in His new 
kingdom was not to be one of sense. The two disci- 
ples were not allowed to 9ee Him after recognizing 
Him, St. Mary Magdalene was not allowed to ttmeh 
Him. But afterwards, St. Thomas waz allowed both 
to see and touch; he had the full evidence of sense : but 
observe what our Lord says to him, Thomas, because 
thou hast seen Me, thou hast believed; blessed are 
they that have not seen, and yet have believed," Faith 
is better than sight or touch. . 

Let so much suffice^ by way of suggesting thoughts 
upon this most solemn and elevating subject. Christ 
has promised He will be with us to the end, — be with 
us, not only as lie is in the unity of the Father and the 
Son, not in the Omnipresence of the Divine Nature, but 
personally, as the Christ, as God and man ; not present 
with us locally and sensibly, but still really, in our 
hearts and to our faith. And it is by the Holy Ghost 
that this gracious communion is effected. How He 
effects it we know not ; in what precisely it consists 
we know not. We see Him not ; but wc are to believe 
that we possess Him, — that we have been brought under 
the virtue of His healing hand, of His life-giving breath. 
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of the manna flowing^ from His lips, and of the blood 
issuing from His side. And liereat'terj on looking back> we 
shall be consdons that we have been thus &TO!ued. 
Sueh is the Day of the Lord in which we find ourBelves^ 
as if in i'ulliluu'iit of the words of the prophet, The 
Lord my God shall come, and all the saints with Thee. 
And it shall oome to pass in that Day, that the light • 
shall not be clear, nor dark : hut it shall he one day 
which shall be known to the Lord, not day, nor night : 
but it shall come to pass, that at eveuiug time it shall 
be light ^" Nay, even before tiie end comes. Christians, 
on looking hack on years past, will feel, at least in a 
degree, that Christ has been with thertx, though they 
knew it not, only believed it, at the time. They will 
even recollect then the burning of their hearts. Nay, 
though they seemed not even to believe any thing at the 
time, yet afterwards, if they have come to Him in 
sincerity, they will experience a sort of heavenly fra- 
ganoe and saTOur of immortality, when they least expect 
it, rising upon their minds, as if in token that God has 
been with them^ and investing all that has taken place, 
which before seemed to them but earthly, with beams of 
glory. And this is true, in one sense, of all the ritea 
and ordinances of the Church, of all providences that 
happen to us ; that, on looking back on them, though 
they seemed without meaning* at the time, elicited no 
strong feeling, or were even painful and distasteful^ yet 
if we come to them and submit to them in &ith, they 
are afterwards tninsfigured, and we feel that it has been 
good for us to be there ; and we have a testimony, as a 

I Zech. xir. 6—7. 
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reward of our obedience, that Christ has ftilfilled His 
promise, and, as lie aaitl, is here through the Spirit, 
though He be with the father. 

May He enable ns to make full trial of His bounty, 
and to obtain a full measure of blessing. There is a 
river, the streams wliereof shall make glad the city of 
God, the holy place of the tabernacles of the Most 
High. God is in the midst of her ; she shall not be 
moved : God shall help ber and that ri<s:ht early. . . . 
Be still, and know that I am God ; 1 will be exalted 
among the heathen, I will be exalted in the earth. The 
Lord of hosts is with ns; the God of Jacob is our 
refuge 

> Ps. xlvi. 4, 5. 10, 11. 
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THE EUCHABISnC PBfiSSNCE. 
(bastsb.) 

JouK vl. 50. 

2%if U the Bread wJdeh eomHh downfnm heaven, that a man mtuf 

eat ikereqfand not die" 

nnri]^] quartor of the year from Ash-Wednesday to 
Trinity Sunday may fittingly be called the Sacra- 
mental Season^ as the Season preceding it is the 
Season of ^ce ; and as we are specially called in the 
Christmas Season to sincerity of purpose, so now we 
are called to faith. God doi^s good to those who are 
good and true of heart ; and He reveals His mysteries 
to the believing. The earnest heart is the good ground 
in which faith takes root, and the truths of the 
Gospel are like the dew, the sunshine, and the soft rain, 
which make that heavenly seed to grow. 

The text speaks of the greatest and highest of all 
the Sacramental mysteries, which faith has been 
vouchsafed, that of Holy Communion. Christ, who 
died and rose again for us, is in it spiritually present^ 
in the fulness of His death and of His resurrection. 
We call His presence in this Holy Sacrament a 
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spiritual presence, not as if ''spiritual were but a name 
or mode of speech^ and He were really absent, but by 
way of ezpiessiiig that He who is present there can 
neither be seen nor heard; that He cannot be ap- 
proached or ascertained bv any of the senses; that 
He is not present in place, that He is not present car- 
nally, tbongh He is really present. And how this is, of 
course is a mystery. All that we know or need know 
is that He M- g-iven to us, and that in the Sacrament of 
Holy Communion. 

Now, with reference to the text and the chapter from 
which it is taken, I begin by observing, what at first 
yio-ht one would think no one could doubt, that this 
chapter of St. John does treat of the Lord's Supper, and 
is, in fact, a comment upon the account of it, given by 
the other three Evangelists. We know it is St. John's 
way to supply what his brethren omit, and that especially 
in matters of doctrine; and in like manner to omit 
what they record. Hence, while all three give an 
account of the institution of Holy Communion at the 
last Supper, St. John omits it; and, because they omit 
to enlarge upon the great gift contained in it, he enters 
upon it. This, I say, is his rule: thus, for . instance, 
St. Matthew and St. Mark give an account of the 
accusation brought a^inst our Lord at His trial, that 
He had said He could destroy and build again the Temple 
of God in three days. They do not inform us when 
He so said ; accordingly, St. John supplies the omission; 
and, while he passes over the charge at the time of His 
trial, he relates in his second chapter the circumstances 
some years before out of which it was framed. The 
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Jews had come to Him and asked Him for a sign ; then 

said He, referring" in His mind to His resnrrection 
which ^Yas to be, " Destroy this Temple, and in three 
days I will raise it up;*^^ meaning by Temple His own 
body, and by His raising it np His resurrection^ after 
He had been put to death. 

Again ; St. Matthew and St. Mark also I'^'ive an 
account of His instituting the Sacrament of Baptism. 
Christ instituted it on His ascending on high, but He 
did not explain the meaning and ^ ;!lin i.X Baptism, at 
least there is no record of His doing' so in St. Matthew 
and St. Mark. But St. John^ while He omits mention 
of the institution of that Sacrament after the Resur- 
rection, does teach us its doctrinal meaning", by means 
of a previous discourse of our Lord^s with Nicodemus 
on the subject^ a discourse which he alone of the 
Evangelists introduces. And in like manner, I say, 
in the chapter before us he explains as a doctrine, what 
the other Evangelists deliver as an ordinance. And, 
further, it is remarkable that in our Lord^s discourse 
with Kicodemus, no express mention is made of Bap- 
tism, though Baptism is evidently the subject of that 
discourse. Our Lord speaks of bemg born "of water 
and the Spirit;^' He does not say, ''of Baptism and 
the Spirit,'^ yet none of us can doubt that Baptism is 
meant. In like manner, in the passage before us. He 
does not say delinitcly that bread and Avine are His 
Body and Blood; but He speaks only of bread, and, 
again, of His flesh and blood j words, howeyer, which 
as evidently refer to the Sacrament of His Supper, as 
His discourse to Nicodemus refers to Baptism, in spite 
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of His not naming Baptism in express words. Of 
course it would be very unreasonable to say that when 
He spoke of water and the Spirit/' He did not allude 
to Baptism; and it is as uni^sonable^ surely^ to say 

that in the chapter before us He does not refer to His 
Holy Supper. 

The bearing, then, of our Lord's sacred words would 
seem to be as follows^ if one may venture to investigate 

it. At Capernaum, in the chapter now before ns, 
He solemnly declares to His Apostles that none shall 
live for ever^ but such as eat and drink His flesh and 
blood ; and then afterwards^ just before He was cruci- 
fied, as related in the other three Gospels, He points out 
to them the way in which this mystery of grace was to 
be fulfilled in them. He assigns the consecrated Bread 
as that Body of which He had spoken^ and the conse- 
crate cl Wine as His Blood ; and in partaking of the 
Bread and the Cup, they were partakers of His Body 
and Blood. 

It is remarkable^ too^ considering that our Lord's 

institution of His Supper took place just before His 
betrayal by Judas, and that Judas had just partaken of 
it, that in the discourse before us He alludes to Judas. 

Have I not chosen you twelve, and one of you is 
a devil as if He had before His mind, in His" divine 
prescience, what was to take place when He instituted 
the Sacrament formally. Observe, too, at the time of 
that last Supper, He recurs to the idea of chnmng them. 
" I speak not of you all ; I know whom I have chosen'." 

When, then, Christ used the words of the text and of 

i John xiii. 18. 
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other parts of the chapter containing" it, He was de- 
scribing prospectively that gift, which, in due season, 
the consecrated bread and wine were to convey to His 
Church for ever. Speaking with reference to what was 
to be, He says, " I am that Bread of Life. Your 
fatliers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. 
This is the Bread which cometh down from heaven, 
that a man may eat thereof and not die. I am the 
Living Bread which came down from heaven: if any 
man eat of this Bread he shall live for ever : and the 
Bread that I will give is My flesh, which I will give for 
the life of the world/' 

In corroboration I would observe, that our Lord had 
been just then working the miracle of the loaves, in 
which He had actually blessed and broken the Bread ; 
upon (Mb, He goes on to say as follows, I have wrought 
a miracle on the bread and fed you, but the time shall 
come when I will g'ive you the true Eueharistic Bread, 
which is not like these perishable barley loaves, but 
such, that by it you shall live for ever, for it is My 
flesh." When, then, before He was taken away, Kedid 
take bread, and ])lessed, and brake, using- just the same 
action as He had used in the iiistanee of the miracle of 
the loaves, and even caUed it His body, how could the 
Apostles doubt that by tiiat significant action He intended 
to recall to their minds His discourse recorded in the sixth 
chapter of St. John, and that they were to recognize in 
that action the interpretation of His discourse ? He had 
said He would give them a bread which should be His flesh 
and should have life, and surely they recollected this well. 
Who among us, had he been present, would not under 
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such circmnstances^ have reoog^zed in His mstitution 
of His Supper tlie fulBlment of that previous promise ? 
Surely^ tlien^ we cannot doubt that this announcement 
in St. John does look on towards, and is accomplished 
in^ the consecrated Bread and Wine of Holy Communion. 

If this be so, it requires no proof at all how great is 
the ^ift in that Sacrament. If this chapter does allude 
to it, then the very words " Flesh and Blood ''^ show it. 
Nor do they show it at all the less, if we do not know what 
they precisely mean ; for on the face of the matter they 
evidently mean somethinsf very high, so high that thefe- 
fore we cannot comprehend it. 

Nothing can show more clearly how high the blessing 
is, than to observe that the Church's tendency has been, 
not to detract from its marvellousness, but to increase 
it. The Church has never thought little of the gift ; 
so far from it, we know that one veiy large portion of 
Christendom holds more than we hold. That belief, 
which goes beyond ours, shows how great lliu gilt is 
really. I allude to the doctrine of what is called Tran- 
snbstantiation, which we do not admit ; or that the bread 
and wine cease to be, and that Christ's sacred Body 
and Blood are directly seen, touched, and handled, 
under the appearances of Bread and Wine. This our 
Church considers there is no ground for saying, and 
our Lord's own words contain marvel enough, even 
without adding any thing to them by way of explana- 
tion. Let us, then, now consider them in themselves, 
apart from additions which came alfcerwards. 

He says, then> Except ye eat the flesh of the Son 
of Man and drink His blood, ye have no life in you. 
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Whoso eateih My flesh and drmkeih Mj Bloody hath 
etemal life, and I will raise him tip at the last day. 

For My Fletjli is meat indeed, and My Blood is drink 
indeed/' 

1. Ahout these words I observe^ firsts that they evi- 
dently declare on the face of them some yery great 
mystery. How can they be otherwise taken ? If tbey 
do not, they must be a figurative way of declaring 
something which is not mysterious, but plain and intel- 
ligible. But is it conceiyable that He who is the Truth 
and Love itself, should have used difficult words when 
plain words would do? Why should He have used 
words, the sole effect of which, in that case, would be to 
perplex, to startle us needlessly? Does His mercy 
delight in creating difficulties ? Does He put stumbling- 
blocks in our way without cause? Does He excite 
hopes, and then disappoint them? It is possible; He 
bare some deep pmpcse in eo d«mg: b«t wludi 
is more likely, that His meaning is beyond us, or His 
words beyond His meaning ? All who read such awful 
words as those in question will be led by the first im- 
pression of them, either with tibe disciples to go back, as 
at a hard saying, or with St. Peter to welconie what is 
promised : they will be excited in one way or the other, 
with incredulous surprise or with believing hope ? And 
are the feelings of these opposite witnesses, discordant 
indeed, yet all of tiiem deep, after all unfounded? Are 
they to go for nothing ? Are they no token of our 
Saviour^s real meaning? This desire, and again this 
avendon, so naturally raised, are they without a real 
object^ and the mere consequence of a general mistake 
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on all hands, of what Christ meant as imagery, for 

literal truth ? Surely this is very improbable. 

2. Next, comsider our Lord s alhision to the Manna. 
Persons there are who explain our eating Christ^s flesh 
and blood, as merely meaning our receiving a pledge of 
the effects of the passion of His Body and Blood ; that 
is, in other words, of the favonr of Ahnighty God : but 
how ean Christ's giving us His Body and Blood mean 
merely H» giring i» a pledge of Hi» favour? Snrdy 
these awful wovds are far too clear and precise to be 
thuy carelessly treated. Christ, as I have said, surely 
would not use such definite terms, did He intend to convey 
an idea so far rmoved from their meaning and so easy 
of expression in simple language. Now it increases the 
force of this consideration to obsen c that the manna, to 
which He compares His gift, was not a figure of speech, 
but a something definite and particular, really given, 
really received. The manna was not simply health, or 
life, or God's favour, but a certain something which caused 
health, continued life, and betokened God's favour. The 
manna was a gift external to the Israelites, and external 
also to God's own judgment of them and resolve con- 
cerning them, a gift created by Him and partaken hy 
His people. And Christ, in like manner, says, that He 
Himself is to us the true Manna, the true Bread that 
came down from heaven; not like that manna whieli 
could not save its partalcers from death, but a life- 
imparting manna. What therefore the manna was in the 
wilderness, that surely is the spiritual manna in the Chris- 
tian Church ; the manna in the wilderness was a real gill, 
taktii and eaten; so is the manna iu the Church. It is 
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not God's mercy, or favour, or imputation ; it is not a 
state of grace, or the promise of eternal life, or the pri- 
vileg^eB of the Gospel, or the new covenant; it is not, 
much less, the doctrine of the Gospel, or faith in that 
doctrine ; but it is what our Lord says it is, the g ift of 
His own precious Body and Blood, really <>'iven, taken, 
and eaten as the manna might he (though in a way 
unknown), at a certain particular time, and a certain 
partictihir spot; namely, as T have already made it evi- 
dent, at the time and spot when and Avhere the Holy 
Communion is celebrated. 

3. Next, I observe, that our Lord reproves the mul- 
titude, for not dwelling on the miracle of the loaves as 
a miracle, but only as a means of gaining food for the 
body. Now observe, this is contrary to what He else* 
where says, with a view of discountenancing the Jews' 
desire after signs and w ontkrs. It would seem then as 
if there must be something peculiar and singular in 
what He is here setting before them. He generally re- 
presses their desire for signs, but here He stimulates it. 
He finds fault here, because they did not dwell upon the 
miracle, " Ye seek Me,'' He says, " not because ye saw 
the miracles, but because ye did eat of the loaves and 
were filled.'^ Now supposing the Eucharistic Gift is a 
special Sign, the Sign which He meant to give them 
for ever of His Divine power, this will account for the 
difference between His conduct on this occasion and on 
others, it being as unbelieving to overlook signs when 
given, as to ask for them when withheld. It will 
account for His bidding them marvel, when about to 
promise them Bread from heaven. They were but imi- 
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iating their ancestors in the wilderness. Their an- 
cestors^ on the seventh day, went ont to gather manna 

in Bpite of Mosos^ telling' them they would not find it. 
What was this but to look for mere food, and to forget 
that it was miraeulonsly given^ and as such immediately 
dependent on the Giver ? Let me ask, is their conduct 
in this age very different, who come to the Lord^s Table 
without awe, admiration, hope; without that assem- 
blage of feelings which the expectation of so transcend- 
ent a marvel should raise in ns ? Let ns fear, lest a 
real, though invisible work of power being vouchsafed 
to us, greater far than that of the loaves, which related 
only to this life's sustenance, we lose the benefit of it 
by diBbelteving it. This i»ilerti<m U rtrengflieiied by 
finding that St. Paul expressly warns the Corinthians 
of the great peril of ''not discerning the Lord^s Jjody/' 

4. In what has been said, it has been implied that 
the miracle of the Loaves was a type of Holy Com- 
munion ; this it is all but declared to be in the chapter 
before us, and much follows irom it. For let it be con- 
sidered, if the type be a miracle, which it is, how great 
must the fulfilment be, unless the shadow be greater 
than the reality ? unless indeed we are willinfi^ to argue 
in the spirit of those who deny the Atonement, on the 
ground that though the Jewish Priests were types of 
Christ, the Antitype need not be a Priest Himself. 
Moreover, the incomprehensible nature of the miracle of 
the loaves is a kind of protection of the mystery of the 
Eucharist against objections with which men are wont 
.to assail it; as, for instance, that it is impossible* For 
to speak of five thousand persons being fed with five 

[VI] L 
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loaves, may be speciously represented to be almost a 
contradiction in terms. How coold it be ? did the sub- 
stance of the bread grow ? or was it the same bread 
here and there and every where, for this man and for 
that, at one and the same time ? Or was it created in 
the shape of breads in that ultimate condition into 
which the grain is reduced by the labour of man, and 
this created a<4ciiii and again out of nothing, till the 
whole five thousand were satisfied. "What, in short, is 
meant by multiplying the loaves ? As to Christ's other 
miracles, they are> it may be said, intelligible though 
supeiDaiural. We do uot know how a blind man's 
eyes are opened, or the dead raised ; but we know what 
U meant by saying that the blind saw, or the dead arose: 
but what %e meant by saying that the loaves fed Bve 
thousand persons ? Such then is the objection wbicli 
may be brought ag-ainst the miracle of the loaves; and 
let it be observed, it is just such as this which is urged 
against the mystery of Christ's Presence in Holy Com- 
munion. If the marvellousness of the miracle of the 
loaves is no real objection to its truth, neither is the 
marvellousness of the Eucharistic presence any real 
difficulty in our believing that gift. 

And as if still more closely to connect this Holy 
Sacrament with the miracle of the Loaves, and to make 
the latter interpret the former, our Lord, as I have 
observed, wrought the miracle of the loaves by means 
of the same outward acts, which He observed in the 
mystery of His Supper, and which His Apostles have 
carefully recorded as the appointed means of con- 
secrating it. St. John says. He took the loaves, and 
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when He had given i&anks, He diHrUmted to the dis- 
ciples/' Compare this with St. Luke's accoiiut of the 
institution of the Lord's Supper, He took breads and 
gave thanks, and brake it^ and gave unto them/' Again^ 
a fuller account of the consecration of the loaves is 
given by the other Evangrelists tlius : — He . . . look 
the five loaves and the two fishes/' says St. Matthew, 

and looking^ up to beaTen^ He blessed, and brake, and 
gave the loaves to His disciples/' And what, on the 
other hand, is told us by the same Evangelist, in his 
account of the institution of the Holy Communion? 

Jesus took bread and blessed it, and brake it, and gave 
it to the disciples/' Again^ in the second mirade of 
the seven loaves, He observed the same form : — He 
look the seven loaves and the fishes, and gave thanks, 
and brake them^ and gave to His disciples/' And the 
form is the same in the account of our Lord's celebration 
of the Sacniment after His resurrection: — "As lie sat 
at meat with them. He look bread and hles,se</ it, and 
brake, and gave to them/' And of St. Paul we read, 

he took bread and gave thanks to God in the presence 
of them all, and when he iiad broktn it, he began to 
eat\" 

One cannot doubt, then, that the taking bread, 
blessing or giving thanks, and breaking is a necessary 

form in the Lord's Supper, since it is so much insisted 
on in these narratives; and it evidently betokens 
something extraordinary, — else why sAould it be in- 
sisted on ? — and what that is, the miracle of the Loaves 

1 Jobu vi. 11. Luke zxii. 19. Matt. xiv. 19. Matt, ml 26. 
Matt. zv. 86. Luke zxir. 80. Acts zsvii. 35. 
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telLa us. For there tbe same form is observed^ and 
there it was Christ's outward instniment in working 

a great work ,of God/' The feeclins^ then of the 
multitude with the loaves^ interprets the Lord's Supper; 
and as the one is a supernatural work, so is the other 
also. 

5. One more observation I will make besides. At first 
sight, an objection may be brought against what has 
been said from a circumstance, which, when* examined, 
will he found rather to tell the other way. The Jews 
objected to our Lord, that lie had said what was in- 
credible, when Ue spoke of giving us His flesh. They 
stroTe among themselves, saying. How can this man 
give us His flesh to eat?^' Our Saviour in answer, 
instead of retracting" what He had said, spoke still more 
strongly^ — Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 
and drink His blood, ye have no life in you.'' But when 
they still munnured at it, and said, ^^This is a hard 
fiayina-, who can hear it?'' — then He did in a]ii)earance 
withdraw His words. He said, " It is the Spirit that 
quickeneth, the flesh profiteth nothing." It would take 
us too long to enter now into the meaning of this de- 
claialion ; but let us, for argument's sake, allow that 
He seems in them to qualify the wonderful words He 
had used at flrst ; what follows from such an admission? 
This: — that our Lord acted according to His usual 
course on other occasions when persons refused His 
gracious announcements, not urging and insisting on 
them, but as if withdrawing them, and thus in one 
sense aiding those persons even in rejecting what they 
ought to have accepted without hesitation. This rule 
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of God's dealing's with unbelief, we ihid most fullv 
exemplified in the instance of Pharaoh^ whose heart 
Gk»d hardened beeanee he himself hardened it. And 
so in this very chapter, as if in allusion to some such 
great law, He says, Murmur not among yourselves ; 
No man can come to Me, except the Father which hath 
sent Me draw him;^^ as if He said^ '^It is by a Divine 
gift that ye believe; beware, lest by objections you 
provoke God to take from you His aid, His preventing 
and enlightening grace/' And then, after they had 
complained^ He did in consequence withdraw from them 
that gracious light which He had given, and spoke 
the Avords in question al)out the flesh and sjiirit, whicli 
would seem to carnal minds to unsay, or explain away^ 
what He had said. But observe. He adds, There are 
some of you that believe not. . . . Therefore said I unto 
you, that no man can come unto Me, except it were 
given unto Him of My Father/' 

All this is parallel, let it be observed, to His dealings 
with the Jews in the tenth chapter of the same Gospel, 
lie there declares, "I^and My Father are One/^ The 
Jews, instead of embracing, stumble at the truth, and 
accuse Him of blasphemy, as if He being a man made 
Himself Grod. This was their inference from His 
words, and a correct inference, just as in the other 
case they rightly understood Him to promise that He 
would give us His flesh to eat. But when they, instead 
of embracing the truth which ihey had correctly in. 
ferred, instead of humbling themselves before the 
Mystery, repel it from them, He does not force it 
upon them. He does not tell them, that it m a 
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correct oondtimon wliicli they had drawn, hut He re- 
cedes (as it were) and explains away His words. He 
asks thorn whether the rulers and prophets spoken of 
in the Old Testament were not called gods figuratively; 
if 80| much more might He call Himself Gk)d, and the 
Son of God, being the Christ. He does not tell them 
that He is God, though He is; but He argues with 
them as if He admitted as true the ground of their 
objection. In judgment. He reduces His creed to 
names and fig-ures. As then He is really God, though 
He seemed on one occasion to say that He was but 
called so figuratively, so He gives us verily and indeed 

■ 

His Body and Blood in Holy Communion, though, on 

another oceasion^, after saying so, He seemingly went on to 
explain ill nse words merely into a strong saying ; and as 
none but heretics take advantage of His apparent denial 
that He is God, so none hut they ought to make use 
of His apparent denial that He vouchsafes to us His 
fiesh, and that the Holy Communion is a high and 
heavenly means of giving it. 

Such reflections as the foregoing lead us to this con- ' 
dusion, — ^to understand that it is our duty to make much 
of Christ^s miracles of love ; and instead of denying or 
feeling cold towards them, to desire to possess our 
hearts with them. There is indeed a mere carnal cu- 
riosity, — a high-minded, irreverent prying into things 
sacred ; but there is also a holy and devout curiosity 
which all who love G od will in their measure feel. The 
former is exemplified in the instance of the men of 
Bethshemesh, when they looked into the ark; the latter 
in the case of the Holy Angels, who (as St. Peter tells 
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us) "desire to look into^^ the grace of God in the Gospel. 
Under the Gospel surely there are wonders perfonmed, 
such as eye hath not seen^ nor ear heord^ neither have 
entered into the heart of man/' Let us feel interest 
and awful cxpcetatiou ut the news of thera ; let us put 
ourselves in the way of them ; let iis wait upon God 
day hy day for the treasures of grace, which are hid in 
Christ, which are great heyond words or tiiought. 

Above all, let us pray Him to draw us to Him, and 
to give us faith. When we feel that Hib mysteries are 
too severe for us, and occasion us to doubt, let us ear- 
nestly wait on Him for the gift of humility and love. 
Those who love and who are humble will apprehend 
them; — carnal minds do not seek them, and proud 
minds are offended at them; — ^but while love desires 
them, humility sustains them. Let us pray Him then to 
give us such a real and living* insight into the blessed 
doctrine of the Incarnation of the Son of God, of His 
birth of a Virgin, His atoning death, and resurrection, 
that we may desire that the Holy Communion may be 
the effectual type of that gracious Economy. No one 
realizes tiie Mystery of the Incarnation hut must feel 
disposed towards that of Holy Communion. Let us 
pray Him to give us an earnest longing after Him — ^a 
thirst for His presence — ^an anxiety to find Him — a joy 
on hearing that He is to be found, even now, imder the 
veil of sensible things, — and a good hope that ice shall 
find Him there. Blessed indeed are they who have not 
seen, and yet have believed. They have their reward m 
believing; they enjoy the contemplation of a mysterious 
blessing, which does not even enter into the thoughts 
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of other men ; and while they are more blessed than 
others, in the gift vouchsafed to them, they have the 
additional privilege of knowing that they are vouch- 
safed it. 
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SERMON XII. 

FAITH THE TITLE FOR JUSTIFICATION. 

(easteb.) 
Matt. viii. 11. 

**Manif shall eome /roin the east and west, and shall sit down with 
Abraham, tmd Itaae, and Jaeob, i» the kingdom qf heaven" 

/^UR Lord here snys, what He frequently eays else- 

^ where, that the Gentiles, wlio were lieretoibre 
thought reprobate, should inherit the favour of God 
with Abraham and the other patriarchs. Moreover^ He 
says, that they would gain that great privilege through 
faith; for the words immediately prcecdiii": the text 
are, " Verily I say unto you, 1 have not found so great 
faith/' that is^ as that of the Centurion, no, not in 
Israel/* then He adds, "and Isay nnto you, That many 
shall come from the east and west, and shall sit down 
with Abmham^ and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kinj^dom 
of heaven. St. Paul, it is scarcely neeessaiy to ob- 
serve, declares the same thing most emphatically; so 
that he may be called the iVpostle, as of the Gentiles, 
so of faith : — as for instance, " the Scripture, foreseeing 
that God would justify the heathen through faithy 
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preached before the Gospel unto Abraham, saying, In 
thee shafll all nations be blessed. So then they which 
be of faith are blessed with faithful Abraham In the 
history of Coraelins^s baptism, the same great truth is 
declared by St. Peter, with sonu' accidental variety of 
expression. " In every nation he that feareth Him^ 
and worketh righteousness^ is accepted with Him 

Now here the question may be asked, and has been 
asked, — If all that is necessary for aece])laiiee with God 
be faith in Christ, how is Church Communion, how are 
Sacraments, necessary ? It is taught in Church, that 
the grace of Christ is not a mere favourable re^^ard 
with which He views us, a, mere state of aeeejjtaDee ami 
external imputation of His merits g-iven to faith, but 
that it is a real and spiritual principle residing in the 
Church, and communicated from the Church into the 
heart of individuals, and extended far and wnle, accord- 
ing as they come for it to the Church, and diffused all 
over the earth by their joining the Church. This is 
what is taught by the Church itself of its own gift; and 
the question is, How is this consistent witli the im- 
pression legitimately produced on the niiud by such 
passages of Scripture as the text and others such as I 
have cited ? Tl/pfj seem to speak as if the great gift of 
Christ were His iavouralde account of us, and the means 
of it were faith ; w hereas we seem to speak of it as being 
an inward renewal in us, and of the means of it being an 
imion with the Church. They seem to speak of it as 
what any on(; may gain for himsell, and liave by him- 
self ; we speak of it as a certain benciit, one and the 
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iSame for all, gained by coming to it and for it. They 
seem to speak of the way of life as being something in- 
dividual and solitary ; we speak of it as a Social and 
united enterpiisey and a journey in company. 

To this it may be replied, that it is unfair and dan- 
gerous to insist on certain texts to the exclusion of 
others ; that true though it be, that some texts speak 
of faith and nothing else, stiU others speak of Church com- 
munion and nothing else, as being the way of salvation ; 
and if so, hoth, both laitli and Church coiiim union, are 
necessary, and that one will not save without the other ; 
that our duty is to come to Christ in faith^ through the 
Church, — ^and if we do this, we shall observe the rule 
given us both in the one set of texts, and in the other, 
— and that they deal with Scripture as violently, who 
think to be saved by faith without Church fellowship^ as 
those who think to be saved by Church fellowship 
without faith. For instance, if our Lord says, All 
things are possible to him that believeth,'' yet He else- 
where says, If he neglect to hear the Church, let him 
be nnto thee as a heathen man and a publican/^ If He 
says, "Believe, and ye shall have/' yet elsewhere. 
Except a man be born of water and of the Spirit, lie 
cannot enter into the kingdom of God/^ If St. Paul 
says, that we are justified by faith without the works of 
the Law, still he expressly assures us, that Christ saves 
us by the laver of regeneration/' " that as many as 
have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ/' and 
there is one baptism, one body, one spirit,'' as well as 
^'one faith/' and that the Church is "the pillar and 
ground of the truth." Further, if St. Peter says, that 
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every one is accepted with God wbo fears Him and 

works rij^hteousness, yet he elsewliere says that " bap- 
tism saves us," and exhorts his hearers to be baptized, 
in order to the remission of their sins, and the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. 

And further, it may be shown, that nothing can be 
more natural than this union of various distinct means, 
in order to gain some particuhir benefit, and that there 
is nothing forced in thns interpreting the one set of 
expressions in tiniinoriy with the other; and nothini>-in 
the impression conveyed 'by the one inconsistent with 
the impression conveyed by the other. We have cases 
of this kind every day, and we use similar forms of 
speech every day. For instance, were a person to say 
that he would give some benefit, food or clothing, to 
any poor person who wanted it, would any one say that 
he broke his promise, if he appointed some particular 
place where the food or the clotliiiig' was to be got, and 
where those who desired it must go for it? And would 
it be thought reasonable, if a poor person accosted him 
abruptly in the public way, and insisted on his giving 
it directly from himself, without his having to go to 
the place appointed ? and why, forsooth ? — on the 
ground that the other had said that he would give to 
any one who asked of him. As then a charitable person 
might say, ''^Ask, and ye shall have,^' and yet might 
not mean to excuse those who asked from the necessity 
of going to some place, and at some hour^ when and 
where he dispensed his charity; so in like manner 
Christ may say by Himself or His Apostles, Ask, and 
ye shall receive.'" " Believe, and ye shall be saved,'' and 
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yet may mean to enjoin upon us certain rules, and to 
appoint a certain treasure-house, for our gainmg that 
gift to which oar asking and our faith are soffieient to 
entitle ns. 

This is so plain, that it is hardly necessary to say so 
much about it ; but it may be objected, that it is more 
true in itself^ than to the present purpose : for there arc 
passages of Scriptare^ it may be said^ which speak so 
largely and absolutely, that to suppose any conditions 
implied in them which are uot specified, any other means 
of gaining God's favour besides simple faith, is doiog 
violence to their language. For instance^ suppose a rich 
man promised an alms to his poor neighbour, and then, 
wheu the latter came for it, said, ^' I promised you in- 
deed an alms, and as a free gift — ^and I mean to give it 
jou — ^nevertheless, I shall exact one condition, which I 
did not then mention, but which I meant nevertheless, 
and which is not inconsistent in set terms with what T 
said, and this one condition is, that you should walk 
some five hundred miles for my bounty, to some place 
where I have stored it, or that you should first learn a 
foreign language, and petition me in it — every one 
would feel that such conduct was a mockery in the rich 
man, and a cruelty to the poor one. Now, it is contended 
by the persons I speak of, that faith is so prominently 
spoken of in certain passages of Scripture, as ilie means 
of gaining the benefits of Christ^s death, that it must be 
meant to be the onl^ means ; the silence observed in 
such passages concerning other means being equivalent 
to a denial of any other; and therefore, that in veiy 
truth we must be justified by faith only in a full and 
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absolute and real sense (if the word of Scriptute be sure)^ 
not in a certain sense merely^ or in a certain point of 

view, but in a sense peculiar and proper, by a pre- 
rogative which no other means possesses, whether rite^ 
or work^ or temper of mind. 

For example, it is said by St. PanI without restriction, 
" There is no difference between the Jew and the Greek : 
for the same Lord over all is rich unto all that call upon 
Him. For wkowever shall call upon the Name of the 
Lord shall be saved. How then shall th^ call on Him 
in whom they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in Him of whom they have not heard ? and how 
shall they hear without a preacher And then the 
Apostle concludes ; " So then faith cometh by hearings 
and hearing" by the word of God/^ Surelvj, it may be 
said, these words plainly do imply that . knowledge of 
the truth is all that is necessary for any person's appli- 
cation of it to himself. Give him a book, the Bible ; 
give him the revealed doctrine, or what St. Paul calls the 
word of God ; give him a preacher ; — he requires nothing- 
more. He may at will seize^ claim^ appropriate, use the 
promise. He has but to call» and he will be answered ; 
he has but to believe, and he is justified. " i or with 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation 

Again ; how wide, it maybe said, howcomprehensive^ 
how simple arc the words^ " Ask, and it shall be given 
you; seek, and ye shall find ; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you ; for eveiy one that asketh receiveth> 

» Kom. X. 10— 17, 



Digrtized by Google 



Faith the Title for Justification, 159 

and he that seeketh fiiuleth, and to him that knockcth 
it shall be opened '/^ Is Scripture, it may be said, for 
plain men or not ? — does it speak to the artless, guile- 
less, and simple-minded, or does it require a refined and 
cultivated intellect to iinJei stand it? If to the poor 
the Grospel is preached, can we doubt that it is meant to 
convey that meaning which at first sight it has ? — that 
all to whom the sound of the Gospel comes have but to 
call on God, to ask, to pray, to believe, and accord uig 
to their faith so shall it be done unto them ? 

And such, too, it may be added, was St. Paulas 
language to the jailor at Philippi ; he said, ''Believe on 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy house 

There is certainly much in such considerations, and 
they are by no means lightly to he put aside. They do 

seem, with some i.'xplanation, to be true. I moan, it 
does seem as if every one to wliom the message of life 
came, had an offfer of it; had, if he chose to avail 
himself of it, an interest in it, a right to take it to him- 
self ; that his hearing is his ^vaI^aut, his knowledge is 
his evidence, that his believing is his power. This 
would seem to be a broad truth, whatever else is true; 
and in the present most miserable state of Christendom 
there is comfort in believing it. I proceed, then, to 
explain in what sense it is ti*ue, what it implies, and 
what it does not involve, and what follows from it. 

I say, then, that hearing and believing,— that is, 
knowing, confessing, and asking,— give us under the 

> Katt. vii. 7, a -A^cte xvi. 31. 
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covenant of g^race a tiile^ nay^ are the sole necessary 

and title to receive the gifts purchased for us by 
our Lord Jesus on tlie Cross. And now observe, first, 
what this does mt imply. 

1. It does not imply any thing about the time or 
mode of our justification. Faith is our ri<^-lit and title 
to be justified, the sole light and title necessary' ; but 
has a person forthwith that, to which he. has a right ? is 
nothing more necessary for the possession and exgoyment 
of things than a jost title to them ? Is it so in human 
matters ? is not a right the first thing indeed, but is it 
all that is necessaty for having, holding, and using? 
Are there no forms to be gone through, no necessary 
instruments of possession ? Or, take again the case of 
the children of Christian parents. The infant children 
of Christians have a right to be made Christians; but 
are they made Christians merely hy the right to be 
so made? if so, why do we baptize them? Faith, then, 
ill the general scheme of the Gospel, is what their 
ver}' birth and origin is in the particular case of 
the children of Christians. It constitutes a claim in 
our case that we should be made Christians; it is an 
evidence, an inward spiritual token from God that He 
means us to be made Christians ; it is a promise from 
Him who is the Author and Finisher of our faith, that 
He means us, that He wills us, to be Christians. To 
hiiii that luUli, more shall Ijc given. Ilim whom (Jod 
gifts with faith, will He also in due time gift with 
evangelical, justifying grace : but the first gift does not 
give the second gift, it does not involve it; it does 
but prepare for it, it does but constitute a title to it. 
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Again : good works form our title for heaven ; but does 

a person who is fruitful in good works and prepared for 
the next world at once die ? or rather, I should ask, is he 
without death translated at once both soul and body 
into heaven ? is there nothing to wait for ? nothing to 
go through, even in the case of those who are ready for 
death ? are there no persons detained in tlie fleshy who, 
if they died yesterday or a year since, would go to 
heaven ? are there no saints upon earth ? Surely, then, 
to have a title is not the same tliiii*^ as to be in posses- 
sion ; and all the texts which can be brought to prove 
that faith is our title io be justified, fail to prove of 
themselves that it involves in it our justification, unless 
indeed children are Christians without baptism, because 
their parents were Christians, and Saints are in heaven 
before death because they are fit for heaven. If, I say, 
the texts in question do but show that faith is our sole 
title to be justified, they prove nothing about any thing 
else. A title to a certain benefit is still a title, whether 
the benefit has been conferred or not. It does not cease 
to be the title because we have the benefit, nor is it less 
of a title because we have not vet received it. It is not 
at all bound to past, present, tor future. It is that oti 
which we once received, or by which we now hold, or for 
which we are still claiming the benefit, as the case may 
be. If, then, the texts in question merely say that he 
who has faith has a right to the benefit of redemption, 
they merely say (which is indeed much, but is all they 
do say) that he who believes nhaU to a certainty at some 
time and by some means be justified. And that they 
say this, and no more, is plain from those texts to which 

[VI] M 
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reference lias already been made. For instance^ Who- 
soever shall call upon the Xaiiie of the Lord A\i\S\. be 
saved ; " a promise is griven, but the how^ the when, the 
where, the by what, these particulars are by the very 
form of the proposition left uncertain. Time is not 
mentioned, nor mode ; — but u pronme given, that it 
^hall be. 

But, on the other hand, if we say that faith is the 
mode or the time as well as the title, we may as well say, 

too, that it is the Anfhor of our justification. ^Ve iiiay 
as well say it supersedes Christ's Atonement as a meri- 
torious cause, as Baptism as an instrument. And so 
again of the text; it says, that many shall come from the 
East and West, and .v/V down in the kini>'dom ol" lu aven. 
Is comint];' the same as sitting down ? coming stands for 
faith, sitting down for baptism; coming is our title^ 
sitting down is possession. Coming goes before, leads 
to, sitting down ; but it is not sitting- down. A title 
is one thing, and possession is another. And the same 
might be shown of .the other texts which are commonly 
cited in the question. 

2. This becomes still more clear, on considering that 
whereasy^n74 is in some* passages made the means of 
gaining acceptance, prater is, in other places, spoken of 
as the means; and, moreover, prayer is evidently the 
egression of faith, so that whatever is true of prayer is 
true of faith also. Now it is too plain to insist upon, 
that> though success is certainly promised to prayer in 
the eveul, yet the time of succeeding is not promised, 
and so far from it being immediate, we are expressly 
told to pray again and again, to continue instant iu 
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prayer, in order to succeed. For instance, ''Ask, and it 
shall be given yon ; seek, and ye shall find j knock, and 
it shall be opened unto jovl" Here salvation is, as it 
were, put in our own power; to hear the invitation is 
our sufficient title for coming-; to pray for the gift is 
the sure and certain means of receiving it. Most true ; 
but does the word 9eek imply one act, and one only ? 
does it imply that we gain at once what we ask for ? 
The contrary : we are elsewhere told to strive to enter 
in at the strait gate, for many will seek to enter in,** 
that is, seek witAaiU striving, " and shall not be able 
Again ; He spake a parable unto them to this end, 
that men ought always to pray, and not to faint */* It 
is not one act of prayer, then, or two, but a course and 
continuance of prayer, which entitle us to God's mercy ; 
and therefore, in like manner, it is not one act of fSuth 
which justifies us, or two acts, but to live in faith and to 
walk m faith is our title ; and to l/Cf/iu to have faith is 
to enter the road leading, infallibly leading, to justifica- 
tion, by a series of events or conditions, of which £iuth 
is the first and sole on our part. I say that the 
message Believe, and thou shalt have," " Call, and 
thou shalt be saved,^' as little imply that one act of faith, 
one call, is all that is requisite, as Ask, and it shall be 
given you,'' implies that we can gain answers to prayer 
at the mere willing. Sometimes, doubtless, God merci- . 
fully answers upon one prayer, and sometimes He justifies 
on one act of faith ; but I am speaking of what we have a 
right to gather from such passages ; and I say, that all 

H % 
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they can prove is thisj that He who has faith has a 

prohihe iVom God that he shall^ shall in God's own way, 
in God's own time, shall certainly and surely in the 
events be justified; that^ as he who begins to pray will 
sooner or hiter obtain^ so he who believes shall, unless he 
" draw back/' be justified. 

3. But this is made a matter of certainty by the 
instaneei whieh we find given us in the New Testament 
of justification by faith. We find that faith was not 
thought enough, but was made to lead on to other 
conditions. A man was not tiiought to have all, to have 
obtained, on believing, but to have a title whereby to 
find and obtain. Per instance, even in a case which 
admits of being otherwise interpreted in some respects, 
so much as this is certain. Cornelius was a special in- 
stance of /aitA J but did this faith suffice to make him a 
justified Christian? No ; it did but give him a tiile to 
it. It moved the God of mercy to work miracles for 
him. There was this circumstance, special and remark- 
able in his case, that the first spiritual gift was not 
given through baptism, but stUl it was not given 
at once upon his faith. So far from it, he had to send 
to an Apostle before it was given. 

Take again the instance of St. Paul himself. By 
faith he obeyed the heavenly vision, and went into 
Damascus, and waited. But he kad to wait, he was 
not justified. He waited three days — he prayed; then 
Ananias was sent; and /le said, "Arise, and be bap- 
tized, and wasA away thy sine, calling on the Name of 
the Lord ^" To believe, to confess, to praj^, to call, 

^ Acts xxii. 16. 
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-were the suf&cient iiile for the gift; but baptism was 
the instniment of receiving it, St. Paul haTing faith^ 
was sure, in God's great mercy^ eventually of receiving 
baptism, but not at once. 

Ai^ain, consider the case of the Ethiopian Eunucli. 

Faith oometh by hearing; and hearing by the word of 
Ood/^ This was fulfilled in his case. He read the 
Prophet Isaiah concerning Christ's atoning sufierings. 
He heard Philip preaching on the sacred text. He had 
faith in Christ. He had a title to justification ; but be 
was baptized in order to receive it. Hear his own words 
declaring it. " See, here is water ; what doth hinder 
me to 1)0 baptized * ?" You see, baptism was the great 
end which he was seeking ; why^ except that it conveyed 
the gift of life ? Would it have been rational to have 
l)een so earnest for a dead ordinance, for a mere outward 
rite ? especially since now he had heard, and had 
believed. Would he have asked about kindraneee to a 
mere outward rite, when he had already obtained the 
inward gift ? No, he sought baptism because it was 
worth seeking. And Philip treats it as such : he 
says, " Thou mayest, if," He puts a condition. Men 
do not put conditions before worthless things. A 
<'ondition is a price ; — men do not buy nothing with 
something. The Eunuch was going to receive a 
else there had been no delay, no scrutiny, no engage- 
ment. Now what woe the condition? ''If thou 
heUcrcst with all thine heart, thou mayest.'*'' If thou 
believest. And he answered and said, I believe that 
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Jesus Clirist 18 tbe Son of God/' Faith, tben^ was tbe 

liiUy tlie sole iltle. "And he commanded the chariot to 
stand still : and they went down both into the water, 
both Philip and the Eunuch ; and he baptized him/' 
At length it was finished. The deed was done — ^the gfiffc 
was given — justillcation was accomplished — and there- 
fore, " when they were come np out of the water^ the 
Spirit of the Lord caught away Philip/' He did not take 
him away before ; He did not think it enough for Philip 
to preach. Philip preached and baptized ; and then he 
was caught away. Had he but preached, and not 
baptized^ and the Eunuch still had had faith^ then 
doubtless, in God's great mercy and good providence, 
another messenger liom Him would have baptized him ; 
the Eunuch would not have gone without baptism ; he 
would not have been frustrated of the fruit of his 
faith ; only he would not have had it so soon. He would 
still have had the title, the claim to baptism. But God 
*' finished the work, and cut it short in righteousness 
He justified the believing soul through water; and 
then Philip^ his instrument, was caught away, and the 
Christian " went on his way rejoicing." 

One more instance : St. Paul said to the jailor. 
Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be 
saved," — and then he and Silas spake unto him the 
word of the Lord, and to all that were in his iiouse */' 
Here^ then, faith came by hearing, and hearing by the 
woid of Gh)d/' Accordingly, the promise was unto him 
and his; and what next? Let St. Peter tell us what> 

< Horn. ix. 28. ^ ^cts ^^vi. 30—84. 
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oii the diiy of Pentecost. " Tlie promise" bo say?, is 
unto you, and to your children, and to all that are 
afar off, even as many as the Lord our God shall call;'' 
and therefore, ^'be baptized/* This was the issue — ^be 
])aptizcd — why? "for the remission of sins, and ye shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost/' What St. Peter 
said to the Jews, that St. Paul did to the jailor, or 
rather St. Silas did it; for St. Paul says of himself, that 
lie was not sent to baptize_, but to preach the Oospel. 
He did not baptize, because so great a gift was baptism, 
that tiie Apostles wished to avoid the ohance of seeming 
to baptize in their own name, and of seeming to be set- 
ting up themselves for the meritorious means through 
which men are saved. St. Paul says, then, I thank 
my God that I baptized none of you,'' except one or 
two whom he mentions, lest any should say that I had 
baptized in mine own name As water is a feeble 
element, so the minister chosen was the feeblest vessel 
in the Church, to show that all was of Gk)d. Acoord- 
dingl} , the Apostle generally had with him some 
friend, who, while a companion aiul eomfort to him, 
administered those offices which he did not take upon 
himself. Philip was a deacon, and baptized ; St. Paul 
was an Apostle, and did not baptize ) and, therefore, I 
say, it is more likely, in the ease ])efore ns, that Silas 
baptized the jailor, and not St. Paul. However, baptized 
he was and all his; and then, and not before, took place 
in him the same inward change which happened to the 
Eunuch, "he rejoiced, belie vinj^ m God with all his 

> 1 Cor. !. 14» 15. 
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house.'' He had believed hefbre baptism^ hut he did not 

rejoice before liaptism — he rejoiced after baptism. Men 
rejoice when they have found what they seek. Both the 
noble Ethiopian and the humble jailor rejoiced on their 
being baptized. Faith gave a title: baptism gave 
possession. Faith procured them what nothing else 
would procure, and baptism conveyed it. 

Enough has been said to explain in what sense faith 
is what nothing else is^ and does what nothing else can 
do. He who has the means of hearin<^ the Gospel, 
and believes iu it heartily, has not a means of <>'aining, 
but a title to receive justification ; he has within him a 
warranty not that God has justified him, but that He 
will justify him. And this was so fully understood and 
received by the early Church of Christ, that, supposing 
a person, who was candidate and under preparation for 
baptism, happened to die before its administration, it was 
believed that that person on his death was put l)y (lod^s 
mercy into that state of salvation, into which he would 
have entered by baptism. Or, again, suppose a person 
was mart3rTed for his faith and not baptized, then, too, 
his salvation was considered to be secured in like man- 
ner without baptism. For where a man has true faith, « 
Christ, we humbly trust, would rather work a miracle 
for his justification, than deprive him of that which He 
graciously considers as his right. He that hath bef^-uu 
a good work in us, will perform it in some way or other 
and bring it to perfection. He will, by His providence, 
create Churches and Ministers of Baptism round about 
the souls whom He visits; or He will lead them from 
Ethiopia to Jerusalem, and send Philip to meet them ; 
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or He will speak in dreams by His Ang-el, and send 
unto Joppa for Peter; or in a prison He will even make 
a sprinj^ of water gush forth miiaculoasly from the 
rock at an Apostle's voice ; or He will^ if all other means 
are suspended, reconcile the soul to Him without the 
appointed ordinance at the moment of dissolution. In 
6ome way or other, where He gives faith, He will open 
a way for saving grace. For whom He foreknows, them 
He predestinates ; and whom He predestinates, them He 
calls ; and whom He calls, them He justifies ; and whom 
He justifies, them He glorifies. 

And now it is plain what a consolatory light these 
considerations throw npon the present disordered state 
of Christendom. I trust there is no presumption in 
thus interpreting Scripture^ and in thus judging of 
the state of things which we see ; and if not^ we may be 
thankful in being* able to do so. It is most true, then^ 
and never to be explained away, that the grace of the 
Gospel is lodged in a divinely appointed body, and 
spreads from it^ It diffuses itself like leaven over the 
world, according to the parable, by a continuity and 
progression ; not found here, and found there, in a 
detached isolated way, but here, and there, and where- 
ever it is, as portions of one whole. As well may the 
branches of a tree be strewed on the earth, and the 
trunk be in the ground, and the leaves be vvlurled in 
the air, and the fruit be at the bottom of the stream, 
and yet all be one whole living tree, as the Church be 
divided. It is impossible. None who are external to 
it are included in it; it is quite a truism to say this. 
Neither £Eiith nor any thing else can make that to be. 
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which is not. Wishing will not serve instead of coming', 
and faith cannot serve in the place of baptism. None 
are justified but those who are grafted into the jus* 
tified body ; and faith is not an instrument of grafting, 
but a title to be grafted. It is baptism^ '^whereby, as 
an instrument, they that receive it right! 3'," that is^ 
by faith, " are grafted into the Church/^ And iciih the 
Church go all its privileges ; and on communion with it 
depends the iujlowlng into the soul of its privileges. He 
who never has entered into the Church has not the 
privileges; he who has seceded from it, or sinned 
grievously in it, or is bom in a schismatical branch or 
heretical sect, to him the privileges are sut^pcnded* 
There are great numbers, then, all about us, vast mul- 
titudes, who, for one reason or other, through their own 
fault or the fault of their fathers, are in a position which 
fails of the enjoyment of the privileges of regenera- 
tion. The power of the Spirit, the cleanness and lustre 
of the new creature, the intercourse with heaven, the 
light of God's countenance, the fulness of justification, 
are not participated by these masses of men, at least 
according to the provisions of the Gospel covenant. 
But in spite of this, we may humbly, yet confidently 
say, that where there is true faith, there justification 
shall be ; there it is promised, it is due, it is coming, 
somehow, somewhile. M'hetlier^ as the Saints of the 
Old Testament waited, and were not gifted with Gospel 
justification till Christ's first coming, these faithful 
souls will be received into the glory and grace of the 
Church at His second coming ; or whether thoy enter 
into the kingdom upon death ; or whether, by an extra- 
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ordinary dispensation unknown to us and to themselves, 
they receive theg-il i liere; or whether iuthis world tlieir 
eyes shall at length be opened^ and the Church revealed 
to them, as the true treasure-house of grace and home 
of refug-e to all believers, and they be led to seek it, and 
renounce the sect of their birth or of their choice, — any 
how, they have a title; if they call, they shall be 
answered, — ^if they knocks it shall be opened to them. 
Who have this true faith we cannot tell, any more than 
when God rewards it; no, nor what measure of assist- 
ance, what power of spiritual influence He gives to those, 
who nevertheless, like the Jews, have not the peculiar 
gifts and endowments of the Covenant of the Gospel. 
Yet it is a great comt'ort to believe that God's favour 
is not limited to the bounds of His heritage, but 
that, in the Church or out of the Church, every one 
that calleth on the Name of the Lord with a pure and 
perfect heart shall be saved. 

And thus the possession of the Holy Scriptures is 
an inestimable gift in a country, to those who use it 
rightly, whether they belong to the Church or not, 
and so far we may well rejoice in their circulation ; not 
that possession justifies, or reading, or knowing; not 
that the Bible is our religion, according to the strange 
phrase, which however has, alas, too true a meaning in 
fact ; but the Bible is the means, through God's secret 
help, towards faith, and faith is the means towards 
justification. And as reading does not involve faith, 
yet is the way to it, so faith, though it does not involve 
justification, yet is a sure title to it. And thus by 
reading Scripture, thousands, we may trust, who are 
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not baptized, yet are virtually catechumens, and in 
heart and spirit candidates for the cleansing Sacrament. 
Thousands who are in unconscious heresy or unwilling 
schism^ still are^ through faith^ in the state of Cornelius^ 
when his prayers and alms went up before God. Thou- 
sands who are obliged to partake of the elements of 
Holy Communion unconsecrated^ or administered with 
doubtful rites> yet have that within them which the 
fault or ig-norance of the minister cannot take away, — 
a preparation ot heart. Thousands who are in branches 
of the Church which profane men have stripped of holy 
ordinances, though the two Sacraments themselves re- 
main to it, may through their faith receive in the Sacra- 
ments those graces besides, which were wont to be given 
through those lost ordinances. And thousands, who 
have been bom and trained in separation, become, 
through their faith, divinely enlightened to seek and to 
join that One Holy and Catholic Body, in which God^s 
presence abides. Such is the power of faith, not to 
disparage ordinances, but to secure graces. 

Lastly, at the same time it is plain, and the face of 
Christendom shows it, how mournful is that spiritual 
state, even though happy in the end, in which, contrary 
to Christ's will, faith is disjoined from justification. 
Christ willed that justification should come at once upon 
faith through the Sacrament of Baptism. Satan has so 
disordered Christendom, that numbers perhaps have 
faith without as yet having justification ; an interval, 
not of days, as in Cornelius's case, but of years, nay, 
perhaps of a life, lying between the two. AVe see the 
consequence of such an anomalous state all around us. 
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How miserable is the inconsistency of even our good 
men f how excellent in some points^ how veiy faul^ in 
others! How clear and edifying seems the faith of 
many who yet are very poorly advanced in sanctification ! 
how is faith (strange to say) combined with profaneness^ 
or with pride^ or with despondency^ or with headstrong^ 
blindness to the tmthi What does all this show but 
that God's Spirit indeed is striving among us, but that 
the Church of the living God is hardly here ; that 
beams of His favour are shed on ns^ but that the Sun 
of Righteousness is hid ; that He has hid His face ; 
that we have aids, but not Gospel graces; signs and 
evidences of mercy, but not justification ; faith pro- 
ducing such fruits as it best may in the wide worlds in 
a wild uncertain way, just as sweet plants might flower^ 
and rich trees bear, on the outside of Eden. 

But let bless and praise God, my brethren, if He 
has placed as we trusty within the bounds of His 
kingdom \ let us pray Him that we may avail ourselves 
of this inestimable privilege; let us pray Him to bring 
all others into it, to give light where He gives faith, 
and to join to the city of the Living God all those 
whose faces are turned thitherwajrd* 
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SERMON XIII. 

JUDAIiSM OF THE PBKSENT DAI. 

(£ASX£B.) 

Heb. xu 13. 

** These all died in faith, not having received tite promises, but having 
seen them afar off, and tvere persuaded of them, and embraced 
them, and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the 

tartnr 

TITHAT St. Paul here plainly states is a paradox to 
' * many persons of thisday, viz. that any should have 

faith, and yet should not have the promise. Yet the whole 
of this chapter is about the faith of the old fathers ; and 
again and again in the course of it does the Apostle 
deny them the object of their faith. *^ They died in 
faith yet " not having* received the promises/' being 
"persuaded oi them^ and embracing them/' yet only 
seeing them a£Eur off/' and confessing that they were 
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.^' By &ith Isaac 
blessed Jacob and Esau:'' concerning what? '^about 
things to come/"* Again he says, "These all, having 
obtained a good report through Mth^ received not the 
promise/' And observe in the text the strong words, 
" persuaded of them, and embraced them ; in modem 
language^ their faith apprehended the promise^ yet 
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ihey had it not. It is one thing, then, to have faith, 

another thing" to receive the prouuso throug-U faitli. 
Faith does not involve in itself the receipt of the 
promise. 

It is equally clear what the promise is which is spoken 

of, — regeneration. " This is the covenant that I will 
make with the house of Israel/^ — thus was it announced 
in the prophets, — After those days, saith the Lord, I 
will pnt My law in their inward parts^ and write it in 
their hearts/' Again, "I will pour My Spirit upon 
thy seed, and My blessing upon thine offspring/' And 
again, " A new heart also will I give you, and a new 
spirit will I put within yon . . . And I will pnt My 
Spirit within you/'' Accordingly^ when our Lord was 
goiog away. He said to His Apostles, " Behold^ I send 
the promise of My Father upon you/' Again, Wait 
for the promise of the Father, which, saith He, ye have 
heard of Me/' And hence, when the multitude asked 
St. Peter what to do, he said, " iiepent, and be baptized 
• • • for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost; for iAi'b promise is unto you, and 
to your children.'' And St. Paul, in like manner, says 
that we receive ^'the promise of the Spirit through 
Jaith" Soon after he speaks of " the promise by /aith 
of Jesus Christ^'' Elsewhere he speaks of our beiug 
"sealed with that Holy Spirit oi' proini^se ** 

It appears, then, that iaith gains the promise, and 
that the promise is the great gift of the Spirit ; and 
moreover, (from the instance of the old Fathers, spoken 

* Jer. xxxt. 83. Isa. xliv. 3. Ezck. xxxri. 26» 27* Luke xxiv* 4^. 
Acts i. 4 j ii. 38k 39. Oal. uL 14. 22. £plLi.l3. 
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of in the chapter from which the text ib taken) , that it is 
not the same thiug to have faith^ so as to embrace and 
apprehend the promise^ and to enjoy it ; that faith is a 
condition of Christ's grace^ and yet not a token. A 
man may have trae faith^ and still not yet he justified ; 
he may Lave a faith for justification, he maybe ordained 
nnto justification, yet the time of justification not yet 
have arrived j or, rather, though justification is not yet 
his, still in God's secret counsels he may be ordained 
unto it. 

This doctrine seems to me a very consoktory one at 
this time, when so many persons have not, or have not 
certainly, the grant of justifying grace. When we con- 
sider that baptism of water is solemnly connected with 
regeneration by our Lord, and that such numbers among 
us either are not baptized at all, or in such a way, or by 
such persons, or under such circumstances, as to make 
it very doubtful whether it is real efficacious baptism 
or no, it is a great consolation to believe, that though 
they are not new*bom and justified, yet they may have 
faith, as the old saints had, who were not justified in 
the Spirit ; and that if they have faith, even though 
they have not Christian justification to the day of 
their death, they are but in the condition of the old 
believers ; and He who allowed the latter to die without 
receiving the promise, He who justified martyrs of old 
time, not through baptism, but in their streaming 
blood, may at the moment of death, or before death, 
should it so please Him, justify them too, even 
though unbaptized, in His own secret way. This, of 
course, allows no one to slight baptism when he can 
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obtain it, nor to qnench the whispers of grace within 

him, sug'g'estino;' to him the necessity of baptism ; 
nor does it warrant us rashly to assert that this or 
that nnbaptized person has true faith, much lees that 
he is justified; nor to suppose that such persons as 
tire in a measure accepted witliout baptism, would not 
have a much higher acceptance with it ; but it com- 
forts us with the thought, that a man has £dth, 
he has or will have justification. Sooner would an 
Angel descend from heaven, or an Apostle be pro- 
vided, than one, whose prayers and alms had gone 
up before God, should not, at one time or another, 
receive the gift. Almighty God has declared the im- 
mutability of His counsel to the heirs of promise ; 
that whom He calls, them He justifies; whom He 
justifies, them He glorifies. The when and the where 
are with Him. He will do it in His time ; — ^as, according 
to His will, sooner or later, He takes from earth and 
brings into paradise those whom He has justified, so, 
sooner and later, does He translate from the world 
into the Church, through His Spirit, those whom He 
has called by faith. But it is not for us "to know the 
times or the seasons which the le ather hath put in His 
own power*/^ 

Now there can be no doubt that Christ meant no 
length of time to interfere between faith and the cleans- 
ing and justifying new birth. A long and dreary in- 
terval had intervened in past ages, but that was over. 
St. Peter's words are sufficient to show this, " Eepent 

1 Acts L 7. 

[Vl] K 
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and be baptized/' or our Lord^ " He that believeth-^MM? 

is baptized shall be saved \" Sufiieient too is the his- 
toiy of Cornelius^ to whom regeneration was conveyed 
by a series of miiacles ; and stilly nevertheless, in Cor- 
nelins's instance^ some interval there was ; and thus in 
the case of Cornelius and of the Jews we have si>ecim€ns 
given U8, at least in kind, of that long and miserable 
delay which so often oocurs now, when the times of the 
Law seem to have retnmed; and men believe and embrace 
what they die without possessing. 

Now if we have in various ways gone back unwit- 
tingly to the state of the Law ; if without our faulty 
being falsely educated^ or for other reasons^ we have 
rested on faith solely, in an unscriptural way, and neg- 
lected God's ordinances; if we have ren^ained without 
baptism or have not been confiimed, or hav^ not been 
frequent at the Lord's Table, or have fallen away to 
religious bodies where that sacred lite cannot be ad- 
ministered, or in any way have been deprived of that full 
cirele of privileges which Holy Church dispenses ; if we 
■have thus been at disadvantage in one or other way, and 
yet are not without faith ; if, I say, we have fallen into 
a Jewish state j it might be expected that we should 
display also a Jewish character of mind, and course of 
conduct, and should exemplify in ourselves that paradox, 
which we so wumler at when recorded of the Jews in the 
text, of embracing promises which we do not or do but 
partially enjoy ; — and we are, I think, in such circum- 
stances, as I now proceed to show. 

I Acto ii. d8. Matt. xvi. 16. 
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If the Jews had not vecclvod the promised Spiiit, it is 
not wonderful that they did not show forth the special 
fruits of that Spirit which was promised. Now the office 
of the promised Spirit was to mortify the flesh, to write 
the law ill our hearts^ to enable iis t-o fulfil the rig* ht- 
eousness of the law, to pour into our hearts " that most 
excellent gift of love/^ to enable us to do works accept* 
able to God, and to be conformed in body, soul^ and 
spirit to Him. The Jews were aided by God's grace 
(else they could not have had faith), but they wore not 
inhabited by it ; they did good actions^ they had holy 
desires and tempers, but they had not that regenerate 
life within them which Christians are promised. I 
am not speaking of this or that highly-iavoured saint, 
but of the people ; tiiey were at best great now, and 
little again; in some points high, and in others low; 
with one jn;"raco, and not another. Some o^races they had, 
because they had faith ; all they had not, because they 
had not the Indwelling Spirit. This is seen in some of 
the instances of faith given by St. Paul in the chapter 
iiii mediately before us. For instance, he says, ''By 
faith the harlot liahab perished not with them that 
believed not/^ and what is still more to the purpose, he 
refers to Samson and Jephthah as examples of true 
and aeci ]>tuhle r;iith; yet is the history of these men, 
particularly of Samson, consistent with their faith ? 
Nay, did we possess merely the Old Testament, and 
knew not of St. Patd's inspired comment upon it, 
should we say that Samson had lailh at all See 
what it is to be in that middle state between faith and 
justification of the Spirit, between tiUe and possession. 

N 2 
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And hence it has been the belief of mauvj that the old 
Fathers did not, after departing this life, nt once enjoy 
the blessed rest of a justified people^ till Christ came^ 
and, having overcome death and risen again, gave them 
to be justified by that faith, with which they had so lonq* 
waited for Him^ and to become members of His spiritual 
kingdom. 

Again, the Apostle says, ''By faith they passed 

through the lied Sea as by dry land/' Now this is 
said of that people " whose carcases feU in the wilder- 
ness/^ and who could not enter into the promised land : 
—why ? " because of vnheUef/* as St. Paul tells us in 
the same Epistle. Here, you see, even their fiiith failed 
them. How different is it with the faith of Christ's 
disciples! ''Simon, Simon,'' said our Lord to St. 
Peter, "behold Satan hath desired to have you, that he 
might sift you as wheat ; but I have prayed for thee that 
thy faith fail not Peter had before this been com- 
mended for his faith, and now it was in jeopardy; but 
in truth that faith was not from flesh and blood, it was 
^ittended with the beginnings of those Gospel g iils w liicU 
the Jews had not ; and which are " without repentance,'' 
for they are as inward habits, and He who begins a 
^ood work in us, in His mercy carries it forward to an 
end. 

Again ; St. Paul, in his own history, gives us an 
account of the state of the Jews, whose faith was not 
supported, strengthened, spiritualized by the gift of 

inward just ideation. "The law is spiritual, but I am 

> Iinlc«xxiL81,d2. 
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carnal^ sold under sin ; for that which I do, I allow 
not ; for what I would, that do I not ; but what I hate, 
that do I. O wretched man that I am, who shall de- 
liver me from the hody of this death I^' How different 
this from 8t. John's description of the true regeneration; 
"Whosoever is born of God doth not commit sin, for 
His ^eed remaineth in him^^^what is that seed hut the 
Spirit? — ^^'His seed remaineth in him, and he cannot 
gin, because he is born of God \" 

Such is the ease of those who have faith, yet are not 
yet justiJQied with the grace of the Crospel; and may we 
not, with all reverence to so great and holy a prophet, 
say this in a measure even of David ? Surely it is no 
ixTeverence to speak of what he seems to have been in . 
the flesh, if we think that now he is with Christ in the 
spirit, in the lot of the blessed, and the light of the 
justified, though in his earthly life the fulnoss of that 
gift had not yet been accorded to him. Surely it is no 
irreverence to speak of what he was before he had received 
the promise, now that he has received it, more than to 
speak of what St. Paul was when he was Saul. Nay, 
far less, if we may talk of less where there is none. iFor 
St. Paul was even under God's displeasure before he was 
Christian; but David was the man after God's own 
heart, and an inspired prophet. His Psalms are our 
portion even to this day. We reverence him as one 
who was favoured on earth, and destined to be more 
favoured in heaven. We see in him much actually 
secured, though we allow that mucii was but in rudi- 

> 

> Korn. vii. X4> 15. 24 1 Joba iii. 9. 
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ment. And therefore even we^ without blame may 

notice, and profitably consider, the imperfections of 
holy David^s life in this point of view, viz. as showing* 
the state in which men are found when they have faith, 
but have not yet received the promise. Consider, then^ 
the high excellences of his character ; view him leading 
the worshippers to the house of God; tliink of his zeal 
for God^s service ; his lofty devotional spirit; the ten- 
derness and the piety of his thoughts ; his dutifulness 
to God's commands; his humility, siniplicily^ f^ene- 
rosity, nobleness, and affectionateness ; and then^ on the 
other hand, view him in those particular passages of his 
history which inspiration records for our instruction, 
and vou will, I think, see bv the instance even of so 
great a light, what the case was with the multitude, 
who, however inferior to him in gifts and graces, had 
faith, yet had not yet Grospel justification. 

And now, after these remarks on the state of the 
Jews, let me ask you to turn to the present state of this 
country, and to say whether numbers are not, by their 
own confession, in that same Jewish state ; and there- 
fore whether it is not true of them^ as of the Jews, in a 
certain sense, that, granting they have faith (and it is 
a consolation to believe they have), yet they are at best, 
in matter of fact, in that intermediate, provisional, 
unspiritual state in which we view them, who hold tliat 
the Sacraments of the Church are, over and above faith, 
necessary for justification. 

If, I say, justification is conveyed through Baptism 
and the other sacred rites, those who reject the latter, 
either have not received, or have lost the former. But 



Digitized by Goo^^le 



jf udaism of the Present Day, 183 

on the other hand^ if true faith gives men a title to 
be justified, then they will he justified in God^s own 
time^ provided their faith endurie, Such^ then, being 
the state of good men whoj from involuntary ignorance 
are in dissent^ or in other g^rievous ecclesiastical error, do 
they not, I say, stand exactly in the state of the J ews ? 
Certainly; for the Jews bad faith, yet bad not yet 
received tbe promise of the Spirit^ wbieb is Cbristian 
justification. Well then, I repeat, if this be so, we 
should expect that their opiniom and lives would 
actually show that they were in a Jewish state. This 
is what I am now insisting on. I have said what the 
state of the Jews was, moral and spiritual, and now 
I am going to show that just in that state, and in no 
other, according to their own confession, are Christians 
now, wbo neglect tbe justifying ordinances of the 
Church. And, 

1. Great numbers absolutely confess and believe, that 
the Christian ordinances are just the same as the Jewish. 
They own themselves to be in tbe state in which the 
Church lay before Christ suffered and rose again. They 
distinctly assert that Baptism is no more than circum- 
cision. Thus they bear witness against themselves. 
They do not look for any high mysterious gift in 
Holy Communion, but they think it the same as the 
Jewish Passover; each, as they think, figures our 
Lord^s passion; the difference being that, in the one 
oase, it was yet to come, in the other it is past. The 
Passover prefigured, the Lord's Supper commemorates 
it ; the Jews looked iorward, Christians look back. This 
is what they hold. They claim to be in the state of the 
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Jews, in the state of those who had faith without Gos- 
pel justification. 

2>, 'Next, let it be observed, that they consider justi- 
fieation to be nothing more than God^s accounting them 
righteous, which is just what justification was to the 
Jews. Justification is God's aceountiiif^ a man 
righteous ; yes, but it is, in the case of the Christian,, 
something more ; it is God's making him righteous too. 
As beasts live, and men live, and life is life, and yet life 
is not the same in man and beast ; but in man consists 
in. the presence of a soul; so in somewhat the same 
vmj Jews were justified, and Christians are justified, and 
in the case of both justification means God's accounting 
men righteous; l)iitin Christians it means nut only an ac- 
counting', but it involves amaking; so that as the presence 
of a soul is the mode in which God gives man life, so the 
presence of the Holy Spirit is the mode in which Grod 
gives him righteousness. This is that promise of the 
♦Spirit of life, because of which tlie Cospel is called a 
ministration of righteousness/' But the multitude of 
religious professors at this day whom I speak of, do not 
admit this ; they even protest against the notion. They 
think justification to be something, not inward, but- 
merely outward ; that is, they acknowledge themselves,, 
they claim to be, in the state of the Jews, and though 
of course they contend that they are jiisiilicd, yot they 
own that their own justification is not more than an 
outward or imputative justification. There is no room 
here for difference in the use of words, and mutual 
misunderstandings. If we maintain that they have not 
inward justification, it is not as if they maintained that 
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they had, as if they aspired to it ; it is no more than 
they allow as well as we. They only couteud they are 
justified in tkeit sense^ that is, in such sense as we allow 
tbey may be, if they have trne faith ; I mean in that 
sense in which the Jews were justified, who died, not 
having received the promise. 

3. Again* They lay an especial stress upon/ai^^ 
for salvation, and comparatively neglect love ; they put 
faith before love. Now, is not this in so many words 
to assent to us when we place them with the Jews ? For, 
whereas faith is the essence of aU religion, and of the 
Jewish inclusive, love is the great grace of Christianity; 
Christianity is religion, and something more; and the 
spirit of love is faith, and something more. Vhruiian 
faith is faith developed into love, it lives in love, and 
love is greater than &ith, because it is its Gospel per* 
fection, according to the Apostle's declaration, "Now 
abideth faith, hope, charity, these three; but the 
greatest of these is charity/^ The just shall live 
by faith,'' is a Jewish truth as well as a Christian; 
" Love is the fulfilling of the Iiaw,'' is Christian only.. 
When these persons say that faith is all in all, what do 
they but allow that they are on a level with the Jews, 
— with those who had indeed faith, but had not yet 
attained the Christian promise ? 

4. Again. The Jews, as I have said, had the will 
without the power ; whereas Christ has unfettered the 
will, and enabled it to obey. ''Awake, thou that 
sleepest, and arise from the dead,^' He says, "The 
Law of the Spirit of Life hath made me free from the law 
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of sin and death */' Christ, by fulfilling the Law for 

us, has given us also power to fuiiil it after our measure, 
who walk not after the flesh, but after the Spirit/' 
The very test of a mature Christian, of a true saint, is 
consistency in all things. Now, is it not a very remark- 
able fact, that tlie bodies of men I speak of unhesitat- 
ingly appropriate that melancholy seventh chapter to 
the Romans, to which I have been referring, and claim 
it as being accurately descriptive of their own state ? 
Nay, so strongly and earnestly, that sometimes they 
will even say that no one is, in their sense, a true 
Christian, who does not claim it also ; — and why ? because 
they say that if a man does not find h%9 own experience 
bear witness to the truth of the Apostle's statement in 
that chapter, he cannot possess that state of mind which 
they consider essential to all believers. O true confession 
to the misery of having faith without inward justifica- 
tion ! They make the test of a tnie Christian to be, not 
spiritual perfection, but confession of sin. Thus they 
glory, I will not say in their shame, but in their mis* 
fortune. They are in bondage ; they are carnal, sold 
under sin ; they confess it; they are like the Je\V8^ and 
they call this a spiritual mind, and say that none are 
true Christians but those who are in a similar state. 
Do I mean to promise men that they shall be at 
once and altogether free from their natural bondag-e if 
they follow Christ in His Church ? Do I mean to say 
that we do not, as well as the Jews, in a certain sense 
recc^ize those miserable cries of human nature as our 

> £ph. V. 14. Kom. viii. 2. 
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own ? No, but I mean to say, tliat w far as we feel 

thein^ we too are in an inferior Jewish state ; that there 
U a higher state, that we are bound to seek after it, and 
that we can attain to it. But the multitudes I speak of, 
won that their peculiar and intended condition, that 
state to which they give the name of spiritual, is one 
in which the Spirit has no power. Such is the conse- 
quence of starting with faith rightly^ but stopping 
short of the Sacraments wrongly. 

5. Once more. There is one virtue which of old time 
good men especially had not. Indulgences were allowed 
the Jews on account of the hardness of their hearts. 
Divorce of marriage was allowed them. More wives 
than uue at once were not denied them. If there is one 
grace in which Christianity stands in especial contrast 
to the old religion^ it is that of purity. Christ was bom 
of a Virgin \ He remained a virgin ; His beloved dis- 
ciple was a virg'in ; lie uLolisbcd polygauiv and divorce; 
and He said that there were those who for the kingdom 
of heaven^s sake would be even as He. Now, as the 
Apostle says, " Every man hath his proper gift of God.'* 
I accept the word ; I. do not outstep it ; ljut as surely as 
each has his gift, so, according to the Apostle^ some 
have UiU gift. But now, my brethren, who will ques* 
tion that the way of the world at present is to deny-that 
there is such a gift? 1 am not objecting here, I am not 
wondering, that all men have it not ; but what I wonder 
at is^ that wne have it j and I ask, does not this, if 
there were no other reason, show, that we have &llen 
back into a Jewish state ? It is now a recognized prin- 
ciple with the world, that there can be no certainty of 
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holiness except in married life ; and that celibacy is all 
but a state of sin. Nay^ so far has this gone^ that some 
of the greatest masters of the doetrine of &ith without 
love and sacraments^ have actually sanctioned Ijigamy in 
particular cases, and advocated polygamy in writing, 
T< () well then does that religion, which they promul- 
gated, bear witness against itself^ that, though faith still 
be among ite foUowerg, which I am ftr ftom denj-ing, 
and have comfort in thinking, } et it is but the faith of 
.Tews, who had a law in their members warring against 
the law of their mind, and who died indeed in faith, but 
without having received the promise. 

To conclude, though it is our Church's blessedness to 
have withstood the torrent of that error to which I have 
been referring, yet it could not be expected that her in* 
dividual members should have kept themselves free from 
it. And in proportion as the acts of individuals can 
counteract her own intentions, so far doubtless we have 
suffered as others have, and in no slight degree. It is our 
business, instead of exalting ourselves over others, to 
repent of our own sins, and to try to escape from the dis* 
advantages under which we find ourselves after all. 
Especially should we turn our thoughts to the consider- 
ation of Holy Communion, which in ancient times was 
used in many or most places to be celebrated daily, hut 
now is celebrated commonly but three or four times a 
year. If that holy ordinance be the continual life of the 
Church, if the Jews '^did eat manna in the wilderness, 
and are dead,'' but if any man ^* eat of this bread he shall 
live for ever^,^^ is it wonderful that those of us who relin- 

1 John vi« 51* 
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quish this Gospel gift, and rest in our faith for salva- 
tion^ should fall back into a state like the Je%vs ? Is it 
wonderful that we who are the children of promise 
should not enjoy the promise^ seeing we will not accept 
it ; seeing we think it enough to believe that we already 
have it, or though God offers it, will not put out our 
hand to take it ? .Is it wonderful that we have no com- 
mand over ourselyes, when we do not come to Christy 
*'that our sinful bodies may be made clean by His body, 
and oursouis washed through His most precious blood?" 
Is it wonderful that we are so inconsistent and variable^ 
when we will not seek of Him such daily sustenances of 
grace as He offers to us ? — ^when we do not pray to Him 
daily, or seek His house daily, — that day by day we 
may walk with Him, and not after our own hearts ? Is 
it wonderful that we have no love, when we neglect 
altogether that great ordinance whereby loTeis nurtured, 
abstinence and fasting ? 

We cannot hinder others thus acting; we cannot 
change the course of things, nor heal what is sick, nor 
bind up what is broken, at our will. But we can act 
for ourselves, whether men will hear, or whether they 
will forbear ; and, while we so act, they may oppose us, 
but, through God's grace, they will at length be moved 
to follow us, till at length He will fulfil in them all 
the good pleasure of His goodness, and the work of faith 
with power/' 
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Mabk ix. 38, 39. 



And Johtt oMwered Sim, aojfinff, Maaiet, we saw one eatUng out 
detnle in Thf Nam^ €utd he foUoweth not u»i andwefof^ad him, 
heeause hefolloweih not ne. But Jesue said, Ibf^id kim not ; for ' 
there ie no man which ^kaU do a miracle in Mg Name, that can 
lightly speak evU <^Me/' 

3ERS0NS who choose their religion for themselves, 



or who wander about from one oommnnion of 
Christians to another at their will, often urge upon us 

who wish to be disciples of the One Faith, wliieli was 
once delivered to the saints, this passage of Scripture. 
They say that Christians may follow strange teachers^ 
who come in their way, because our Saviour did not 
allow St. John to hinder the stranger mentioned in the 
text from casting out devils in our Saviour's Name. 
St. John came to Christ, and told Him that he and the 
other Apostles had fallen in with a man who, though 
he wrought miracles, yet did not follow the Apostles, 
and that they in consec^uence had forbidden him. To 
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whieh our Lord answered^ " Forbid him not/' There- 
fore they argfue, as the Apostles were not allowed to 
forbid this stranger^ neither may the Church forbid 
strange teachers and preachers; that all have a right 
to preach, whether they follow the Church or no^ so 
that they do but preach in the Name of Jesus, without 
any molestation. Such is the objection^ and I propose 
now to consider it. 

Now I deny that the case in the text is at all parallel 
to that which it is brought to justify, as a few remarks 
will show. 

1. First, then, this man was not preaching ; he was 
casting out devils. This is a great difi^rence — ^he was 

doing a miracle. Our Saviour says so expressly ; 
"There is no man wliich shall do a vnracle in My 
Name, that can lightly speak evil of Now any 

one can preach; not every one can cast ont devils. 
Very few can oast out devils; nay, at first sight, it 
would seem that none but a servant of God can cast 
ont devils. Man cannot overcome the devil, Christ 
only overcomes him. If a man cast out a devil, he has 
power from Christ; and if he has power from Christ, 
he must have a commission from Christ ; and who 
ahall forbid one, to whom God gives commission to do 
miracles, from doing- them? That would he fighting- 
a^inst God. But, on the other hand, inaii} d man 
may preach without being sent from God and having 
power from Him; for Christ expressly warns us against 
false prophets, and He says that ''many shall come in 
His Name, saying, I am Christ, and sliall deceive many.'" 
It does not follow, then, because we must not prohibit 
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those who come with a Divine commission from workings 

miracles, that therefore we may not prohibit those who 
do not come with a commission from preaching. 

2. Bat it may be said, ''The effects of preaching are 
a miracle. A g^od preacher converts persons^ that is, 
he casts out devils from the hearts of those whom he 
changes from sin to holiness; and this is a miracle* 
This he could not do without power from God. There- 
fore he is sent from God, and therefore he ought not to 
be forbidden. The question turns on this, whether his 
preaching is with jwwer or not, wliether he is influential, 
whether he touches the hearts of his hearets. If he 
does, no matter whether he follows the Apostles or not. 
For the Apostles were but messengers from God, and 
he is a messenger from God because he is able to do 
God's work, and one messenger need not follow another 
messenger? What is Paul ? or what is Apollos? He 
is as little bound to follow the Apostles, as the Apostles 
to follow him ; he has just as much right to forbid the 
Church to preach, as the Church to forbid him. And 
since we may not forbid hint, we may follow him.'' 
This is what is said. 

I answer, that though such a person's preaching were 
all that it is said to be, though it did work what looks 
like a miracle, this would not prove that he came from 
God; i'ur the false prophets against whom our Saviour 
warns us, are to do " signs and wonders, to seduce, if it 
were possible, even the elect I do not suppose that 
they will work miracles such as God's servants work, 
but what seem to be such, what are sudiciently like 

1 Mark xiii. 22. 
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miracles to perplex those who see them ; yet these pro- 
phetsj of course, are not to be listened to. And, there- 
fore, if a preacher, who kept apart from the Church, 
were said to do much orood to the souls of others, 
I should very much rejoice to hear the report of it, but 
I should pause and require many things to be decided 
iirst, before I could be sure that good really was done ; 
or, if so, that it was his doing". What seems good, is 
often not good. Persons who hear preaching often take 
up a serious life for a time, and then get tired of it. 
Or they profess a great deal more than they feel, and 
think themselves more in earnest than they are; or they 
take that to be true religion which is not; or they 
change one bad state of mind for another, and account 
certain feelings, or tempers, or opinions, or doings to 
be pleasing to God, which are not so. For all these 
reasons it is not at all an easy matter to determine that 
the self-appointed preachers in question do really con- 
vert the hearts of men, that is, do cast otit devils, do 
work miracles, as they say they do. 

3. But again; even if sinners are converted upon 
such a one's preaching, this would not show that he did 
the work, or, at least, that he had more than a share in 
it. The miracle after all might belong to the Church, 
not to him. If sinners are converted, it is partly in 
consequence of their having been baptized, and perhaps 
not owing to the preacher in question more than to any 
other accident. Men are touched, and roused to think 
of religion continually, by a variety of striking acci- 
dents, which God uses indeed^ which He overrules for 
good, but which do not therefore necessarily oome/rMR 

[vi] o 
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Him. Supposing' a man falls into sin^ and that rouses 
his conscience^ fills him with remorsej makes him fly to 
God for pardon, leads him to repentance and newness of 
life; all this comes from his havin*^ committed this 
particular sin, whatever it is ; but who would say that 
the came from God? God forbid; the sin came 
from the man^s own self-will, and God mercifully over- 
ruled it to him for good; and, in like manner, God may 
condescend to overrule the preaching of those who preach 
at their own will, and not from Him^ without counte- 
nancing them thereby in so preaching. They are but the 
occasion of the miracle, not the indrtment of it. 

And let it be observed^ that persons who take up with 
new religions, and leave the Church to follow preachers, 
often grant that they gained their first impression in 
the Church. Well, if so, the Church, as they them- 
selves say, has a share in the work wrought in them. 
The Church did part of the miracle. How many a 
man, who thinks he is converted by this or that 
* preacher, gains the benefit after all from the parents or 
the clergymen who have taught him wlien young, and 
trained him up in holiness, though he did not profit by 
their instructions at the time, and who, now that he 
lives more relig-iously, ungratefully forgets ihem^ and 
refers it all to some strange preacher, who, at the very 
farthest, did but put the finishing stroke to the work, — 
who led him to profit by what he had been already 
taught, who rekindled what once before was lighted, 
and who, perhaps, m rekindling hurts the flame, so 
that instead of being pure, serene^ and heavenly, it 
smoulders, and is full of smoke, or blazes and sinks 
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by fits and starts^ or flares wildly and lights a eon* 
fla^ation ! 

For all these reasons, theiij it w ould seem as if the 
instance m the text did not apply to persons who teach 
new religions now : we may forbid them^ firsts because 
they do not work miracles^ as the man in the text did ; 
and next, even though they seemed in particular cases to 
convert the souls of their hearers, which would be a 
miracle^ it would be very difficult to prove that they 
really have done this, both because what seems conver- 
sion often is not real conversion in spirit and truth ; 
and, again, because though it he real conversion, yet, 
perhaps, they are not the doers of it, but the Church itself 
before them. To proceed ; — 

1. It should be observed, then, that if our Savionr 
says on this occasion, " He that is not against us is on 
our part/' yet elsewhere He says, He that is not with 
Me is against Me'/' The truth is, while a system is 
making way against an existing state of thing?, help of 
any kind advances it ; but when it is established, the 
same kind of professed help tells against it. Before the 
Grospel was received, those who did not oppose the Apos- 
tles actually aided them ; when it was received, the very 
same parties interfered with them. Let us consider 
when it was that our Saviour spoke the words in the text. 
It was at a time when there was no Church, when He 
had not yet set up His Church ; we have no warrant, 
then, for saying, that because men might work in 
Christ's name, without following the Apostles, before 

1 Matt. xii. 30. 
O 2 
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He had built up His Churchy and liad made them the 
foundations of it, therefore such persons may do so 
lawfully since. He did not set up His Church, and 

the Apostles in it, till after His resurrection. When He 
spoke to St. John in the text. He had not given to St. 
John and the rest their commission ; even though the 
man who cast out devils had no commission, still the 
Apostles had none either. In this respect he was not 
inferior to St. John, who, though nearer to Christ, was 
not as yet His representative. Our Lord had said to 
St. Peter, "Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I wUl 
build My Church*,'' it was still future; but after His 
resurrection He founded it. Then He said to him, 
" Simon, son of Jonas, lovestthou Me? feed My lambs, 
feed My isheep*.'' In like manner He had said to all 
.the Apostles before His resurrection, "Whataoever ye 
^hall bind on earth, shall be bound in heaven the 
.time was not yet come ; hut after it. He said, " As My 
Father hath sent Me, even so send I you*.^' Then He 
-did, what before He promised ; henceforth all men must 
join themselves to the Apostles, which they were not 
told to do before. Accordingly, we read in the second 
chapter of the Acts, that those who were converted 
and baptized, ''continued stedfastly in the Apostles' 
doctrine," — but not only doctrine, it was not enough 
to preach and hold the same doctrine as they, but it is 
added, in the Apostles' fellowship," — they continued 
stedfastly in the Apostles' doctrine and fellowship*/' 

1 tfatt XTi. 18. ' John xd. 15—17^. 

* Matt. zviiL 18. John xx. 21. « Aelai ii. 48. 
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That k, they foUowed the Apostles ; and if they had 
wished to depart from that fellowship, the Apostles 
would have forbidden it, nor would our Lord have said 
to them llieij, " Forbid tlioin not/' 

Accordingly, when the Christians of Corinth went 
into parties, and set up forms of doctrine of their own, 
and neglected St. Paul their Apostle, what did he say ? 
(\\{\\\^ forbear to forbid them? no, he forbade them. 
And he gave this reason; " What?''Mie said, "came the 
word of God out from y^ou^ that is, did the word of 
God originate with you ? And in like manner we may 
say to those who set up a distinct sect or communion for 
themselves, Where did you get your knowledge of the 
truth? You may think the word of God came out 
from you, but i^ally it came to you from us ; nor have 
you received what you teach, as far as it is true, except 
through that Church which you oppose. That Church 
made you what you are, as far as you are Christian ; 
and the Church that made you has a right to rule 
you, and to protest against you when you will not 
be ruled ; she has a right to bid you follow her, and 
to claimi jurisdiction over you, for you are hers; 
whereas the man in the text who east out devils had 
not received the power through the Apostles, and 
tluretbre the Apostles had no claim on him to submit 
to them. 

Afterwards, however, the Apostles were the sole 

channels of grace; and as they were the sole grace- 
givers under Christ, so they were the sole governors, 

t 1 Cor. ziv. 8^ 
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under Hiin^ of all Christian peopk*; and as they 
tran&mitted life, so they claimed obedience. For in- 
staDce, St. John the Baptist's disciples were believers^ 
religious men, and in God^s favour; but, when once 
the Church was set up, they were obliged to submit to 
the Church, and to leave the sect, though divinely 
founded, to which they belonged. We read, in the 
Acts of the Apostles, of Apollos, ''an eloquent man, 
and mighty in the Scriptures," who was " instructed 
in the way of the Lord, and being fervent in the spirit, 
spake and taught diligently the things of the Lord, 
knowing only the baptism of John^^' All this availed, 
and was accepted with God, till He had set up His 
Church ; but when once it was set up, it availed Apollos 
nothing, though eloquent, though scriptural, nay, 
mighty in the Scripturcs, though instructed in the 
Lord^s way, thongh fervent in spirit, tliou^li diligent 
in speaking and teaching, and that boldly, though 
belonging to the sect and baptized with the baptism of 
him than whom, among those bom of women, no pro- 
phet was greater. The Baptist had taught him true 
doctrine, had taught him that Christ was the Son of 
God, the Lamb of God, our Atoning Sacrifice; and 
this Apollos doubtless taught in turn. What did he 
not teacli which persons nuw teach who call themselves 
especially Gospel preachers ? But as the Baptist sub- 
mitted to Christ, so must the Baptist's followers submit 
to Christ's followers, Apollos to the Church. Apollos 
must not stand apart and so 2>rcacli Him who taketh 



> Aeta zriu. 24^ 25. 
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away the sin of the world; but he must come to those 
servants of Hi«, who alone could convey the Spirit; he 
must come for Christian Baptism, in spite of his know- 
ledge of the Gospel. So Aquila and Priscilla " took him 
unto them^ and expounded unto him the way of God 
more perfectly;'* 

Another instance is g^ven us directly after^ in the 
he'^iuning' of the nineteenth chapter. St. Paul found 
certain disciples who had been baptized into John's 
baptism. He told them this was not enough^ and 
accordingly they were baptized in the Name of the Lord 
Jesns ; and were next oonfirinedj and received the Holy 
Ghost, even His miraculous gifts. And here I would 
observe that, for what we know, the very man in the 
text was one of St. John's disciples, or, if not, one who 
IkkI received his religions im])resi5ions from John; who 
might lawfully remain as he was, and cast out devils 
in the Name of Jesus, without joining the Apostles, 
iill the Apostles received the gift of the Holy Ghost, 
and then he was bound to join them. 

2, And here too we have light thrown upon an 
•expression in the text which I have just used, and 
which at first si§:ht may seem to need no explanation : 
*'In My ]Naine.'' Our Lord speaks of those who do 
miracles " in His Name." Now what is implied in 
this? At first sight we might think that every one 
who 'UBen the Name of Jesus, and professes to work in 
and by it, does do what he does m His Name. But 
this is not so; as is plain from another part of the 
-chapter already quoted, where we read of certain 
"Vagabond Jews, ^^who took upon them to call over 
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tliem which had evil spirits the Name of the Lord 
Jesas/' Here, then, were persons who did not follow 

the Apostles, using- the Lord's Name ; but could they 
in consequence be said really to speak in His Xame? 
No ; for what happened ? The evil spirit whom they 
were attempting^ to expel, cast it in their teeth, that 
they did not follow the Apostles. He answered, " Jesus 
I know, and J^aul I know (I know the Apostle Paul) ; 
''but who are ye?'* And now, in like manner, the 
hosts of evil may say to those who preach without bein^ 
sent, " Jesus I know, and the Church I know; but who 
are ye 

Merely, then, to use the Name of Jesus is not enough 
to constitute what Scripture means by speaking in the 

Name of the Lord ; we must look for that sacred Name, 
and use that sacred Name, where He has lodged it. 
His Name is a Name of power ; we must seek where He 
has lodged His power, if we would speak with power. 
He has not left His Name at large in the world, but 
He has lodged His Name in a secure dwelling-place; 
and we have that Name engraven on us only when we 
are in that dwelling-place. For instance, you recollect 
the account of the Angel who led tlie Israelites out of 
Egypt into the land ot promise, how God Almighty 
speaks of him. " Behold, I send an Angel before thee, 
to keep thee in the way, and to bring thee into the 
place which I have prepared. Beware of him, and 
obey his voice, and provoke him not, for he will not 
pardon your transgressions, for Jfy Name U in him 



» Exod. xxiii. 20, 21. 



Digitized by Goo^^Ie 



The Fellowship of tlie Apostles, 20 1- 

The iBraelites were to go forward in the Name of the 

Lord ; but it was not enonj^rh to use His Name, it was 
necessary to seek it where He had put that awful Name, 
He had lodged it with the Angel ; and to be under the 
Name's protection^ it wasneceBsary to follow the Angel, 
and obey him. Again, wl^.en they came into the pro- 
mised laud, we find still that they miglit not take up 
any religion they ehoee, and nee it in God^s Name, but 
that they must seek and use the Name of God where 
He pLiced it ; fur Moses speaks thus tn them, Unto 
the place which the Lord your God shall choose out of 
all your tribes to put His Name there, even unto R%» 
habitaiwn shall ye seek, and iMther thou shalt come. 
. . . Ye shall not do after all the things that \vc do 
here this day,^' that is, in the wilderness ; " every man 
whatsoever is right in his own eyes. For ye are not as 
yet come to the rest and to the inheritance which the 
Lord your God giveth you*." The Israelites in the 
wilderness were somewhat in the condition of Christ's 
followers before Christ had set up His Church, and put 
His Name there. Men might use His Name without 
following His Apostles then ; but when once He hud 
put His Name in the Church, then they were bound 
''unto His habitation to seek, and thither to come.'' 
And, that His Name, which was once placed in Shiloh 
and in Jerusalem, is now named upon the Church, is 
plain Ironi the prophet Jeremiah, who Hrst says, speaking 
of Christ, '' This is His Name, whereby He shall be 
called,'' that is, under the Gospel, ''The Lord our 

* Dent. xii. 5. 8. 9. 
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Bighteousnesfi^;'^ and next applies thia special title to 
the Churcb, thus,— in his thirty-third chapter, " This is 

the Name whereby she shall be called. The Lord our 
Ilighteousness/^ His Name is upon h<>r; His Kame 
is her Name* And hence the prophet Malachi^ speaking 
of the Church Catholic^ and its perpetual feast of bread 
and wine in Holy Communion, says, " From the rising 
of the sun unto the gomg down of the same. My Name 
shall be great among the Gentiles ; and in every place 
incense shall be offered unto Jfy Name^ and a pure 
offerini^, for Mjf Name shall be ^"reat amon<^ the heathen, 
saith the Lord oi' Hosts"/' His Name is there, where 
is the predicted " pure offering/' 

On th^ whole, then, it would appear that the stranger 
in the text mii;-ht use tlir X^Liiic of Jesus without 
following the Apostles, because they, though Christ's 
Apostles, had not yet had the Name of Christ named 
upon them, in order to their forming together His 
Chureh; but tliat ever sinee His resnrreotion that 
Chureh has existed, and lias borne His Name; and to 
use His Name except in and under the Church, is to treat 
His sacred Name irreverently, which whoso does, God 
will not hold him guiltless, unless he does it in igno- 
i-ance ; and then, though his work will perish, he will be 
saved, yet so as by lire. 

And hence such earnest exhortations are g^ven us by 
St. Paul against division and disobedience ; for instance, 
Mark them who cause divisions and oflences contrary 
to the doctrine which ye have learned, and avoid 

1 Jei'. xxiii. Gj xxxiii. 16. ' Mai. i. 11. 
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them ^ "Whereas there is among you ( in yiii<^^ and 
strife and divisions ; are ye not carnal ' We command 
yoa that ye withdraw yourselveB from every brother 
that walketh disorderly, and not after the tradition 
which he received of us " Obey them tliut have the 
rule over you, and submit yourselves 

I have but one point more to dwell upon before I con« 
elude. I have been showing what the text must 410^ 
he taken to mean at this day. I have shown that it 
must not and cannot rightly be applied to countenance 
those who now set up against the Church; but the 
question arisett, to what does it now apply? Every 
. word of Chii.^t lias a nieaiiini; for all times; it is not 
onoutjh to expose the wrong meaning, unless we expound 
the right also. This is just the reason why so much of 
Scripture is taken in a wrong sense, because orthodox men 
have been satisfied merely witli refuting- the wrono*, in- 
stead of givinnf the ri<^ht sense. The way to reiute error 
is to preach truth : till we apply this text rightly, it will 
continue, in ejlite of all our refutations, to be applied 
wron|2:ly. I proceed, then, to say a few words by way 
of showing the right explanation j and, in doing so, you 
will see, I shall be enforcing from the text this very 
principle. 

Let it be observed, then, tcho it was who was not to 
be forbidden to use the Name of Jesus, though he did 
not follow the Apostles. Not one who preachedya/.^^ 
doctrine, not one who opposed the Apoatles, or interfered 

with them, or had separated from them. Nothing then 

1 Bom. xri. 17. - 1 Cor. lit. 3. 

* 2 Then. iii. 6. Heb. xiti. 17. 
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can be inferred from the text, — though we take it ever so 
literally, or apply it ever so exactly to the present times, 
— nothing, I repeat it, can be inferred in favour of those 
who 9eparaie from the Church, who iet np against the 
Church, or who interfere with it, and frtyitble it. But 
there are a number of persons to whom the text does 
more or less apply, and whom we ought to treat accord- 
ing to its spirit. Tliere are a number of persons not 
members of the Church, who neither have themselves 
separated from it, nor oppose it, nor usurp its place, hut 
who are more or less in the condition of the man in the 
text, not following us,'' yet using the Name of Jesus. 
Many sects and parties in this country are of long . 
standing; many men are born in them; many men 
have had no opportunities of knowing the truth. Again, 
it may so happen they are exerting themselves for the 
cause of Christ in places where the Church is unknown, 
or where it does not extend itself. And, moreover, it 
nmy so be that they have upon tbem many consolatory 
proofs of seriousness and earnestness, of a true love for 
Christ, and desire to obey Him and not to magnify 
themselves. Here, then, our Ijord seems to say, " For- 
bid them not in their preaching/^ 

The greater part of the world is in heathen darkness ; 
sectaries of various descriptions will be found sending 
out missions for the conversion of souls to Christ, into 
places whither the Church has not sent missionaries. 
Now we are not bound to support them, for this reason, 
because they do not hold the whole truth of the Gospel. 
But we are not to behave towaixis them in a hostile 
way ; rather we ought to bless God for whatever they 
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mean well in doing, and pray Him that they may mean 

and act still better. 

Or, a^aiu, even in a country into which the Church 
U sending missions, it seems the duty of those whom 
she sends thither to be kind and tolerant towards all 
Christian bodies who are labouring' there in the same 
cause, ai far as these latter do not actively in t eric re 
with her, or oppose her doctrine^ which, alas ! will too 
often he the case. We are not bound to join them, 
were their doctrine ever so like ours, any more than the 
Apostles were bound to follow the stranger who did not 
follow ikemy which no one will say; but we are to suffer 
them to go their wa}-, while we go ours. 

And ai4';iin; even at home there arc many parts of 
the country into which the Church has not duly come, 
and which perhaps owe what they have of the Gospel 
to the labours of sectaries. Kerty too, as is evident, we 
are bound to act very differently from what would be 
our duty in places where they had established them- 
selves in the face of the Church, and against the 
Church ; and, without going into details, it is evident 
that there is a sense in which our Lord's words in the 
text apply to Iheni, 

On the whole, then, I would say this ; when strangers 
to the Church preach great Christian truths, and do not 
oppose the Church, then, thoug-h we ma}' not folloio 
them, though we may not join them, yet we are not 
allowed to fordid them; but in proportion as they 
preach what is in itself untrue, and do actively oppose 
God's great Ordinance, so far they are not like the man 
whom our Lord told His Apostles not to forbid. 
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But in all cases, wbetKer they preach true doctrine or 

not, or whether they oppose us or not, so much we may 
learn, viz. that we must overeome them, not so much 
by refuting them^ as by preaching the ttuih. As we 
are told to overcome evil with good, so must we over- 
come falsehood with truth ; and as in haptism the curse 
of Adam is removed by the in-coming of Divine grace, 
so in like manner the reign of heresy is put to flight, 
not by merely attacking but by the manifestation of 
the pure Gospel instead. Let us he far more heut on 
preaching our own doctrine than on refuting another^s. 
Let us be &r more set upon alluring souls into Ihe 
right way than on forbidding them the wrong. Let us 
be like racers in a course, who do not impede, but try 
to outstrip each other. Let us outstrip otliers in our 
lives and conversation, by purcness^ by knowledge, by 
long-suffering, by kindness, by the Holy Ghost, by love 
unfeigned, by the word of truth, by the power of God, 
by the armour of righteousness on tlie right hand and 
on the left, by honour and dishonour, by evil report and 
good report/' Let us conquer by meekness, gentleness, 
forbearance, and perseverance. When the voice of error 
and strife is loud, let us keep silence j let us not be 
unwilling to be triumphed over as blind and prejudiced 
persons, as bigots, or as fanatics^ or as zealots^ or to be 
caDed any other hard names by the world. Let us for- 
bid them not. God will ctvenge us in His own way and 
at Ilis own time. The weak shall be strong, and the 
despised shall become honourable. He shall make our 
righteousness as clear as the light, and our just dealing 
as the noon-day. Leave off wrath and let go displeasure; 
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fret not thyself, else shalt thou be moved to do evil. 
Hope thou in the Lord and keep His way^ aiid lie shall 
promote thee^ that thou shalt possess the hmd. Keep 
innooency^ and take heed unto the thin^ that is rights 
for that shall bring a man peace at tlic last'." 

1 Pl.xxxvu.6.8.35.d8. 
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RISING WITH CHRIST. 

(▲SCSKBIOK.) 

Coi- lii. 1—8. 

*^ Jj ye then be risfn ici/h Christ, seek^ those thluijs vhich are above, 
where Christ silteth on the rijht hand of Ood. Set vonr affecHon 
on things above, not on things on il^e earth. For ye are dead, and 
your life is hid with Christ in Qod," 

TN the Communion Service we are exhorted to lift 
up our hearts we answer^ " We lift them up unto 

the Lord/' — unto the Lord, that h, who is asceiKled on 
high ; to Him who is not here, but lias risen, appeared 
to HiB Apostles^ and retired out of sight. To that as- 
cended and unseen Saviour^ who has overcome death, and 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers, this day 
and all days, but especially at this season, when we com- 
memorate His Besurrection and Ascension^ are we bound 
to rise in spirit after His pattern. Far otherwise, alas ! 
is it with the many : they are hindered, nay, possessed 
and absorbed by this world, and they cannot rise because 
they have no wings. Prayer and fasting have been 
called the wings of the soul, and they who neither fast 
nor pray, cannot follow Christ. They cannot lift up 
their hearts to Him. They have no treasure above, 
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but their treasure^ and their hearty and their faculties 

are all upon the earth ; the earth is their portion, and 
not heaven. 

Greats then, is the contrast betweei^ the many, and 
those holy and blessed sonis (and may we be in their 

company !) who rise with Christ, and set their aflfection 
on things above, not on things on the earth. The one 
are in light and peace, the others form the crowd who 
are thronging" and hurrying- along the broad way 
''which leadeth to destnietion who are in tumult, 
warfare, anxiety, and bitterness, or, at least, in 
coldness and barrenness of mind; or, at best, in but 
a short-lived merriment, hollow and restless; or 
altog-cther blind to the future. This is the case of 
the many ; they walk without aim or object, they hve 
irreligiously, or in lukewarmness, yet have nothing to 
say in their defence, x They follow whatever strikes 
them and pleases them ; they iudulj^e their natural 
tastes. Tliey do not think of forming their tastes 
and principles,- and of rising higher than they are, but 
they sink and debase themselves to their most earthly 
feelings and most sensual inclinations, because these 
happen to be the most powerful. On the contrary, holy 
souls take a separate course ; they have risen with Christ, 
and they are like persons who have climbed a mountain 
and are reposing at the top. All is noise and tumult, 
mist and darkness at its foot ; but on the mountain's 
top it is so very still, so very calm and serene, so 
pure, so clear, so bright, so heavenly, that to their sensa- 
tions it is as if tlie din of earth did not sound below, 
and shadows and gloom .were no where to be found, 
[vi] p 
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And, indeed, the mountain's top is a frequent ima^e 

in Scriptuit^ under which the Almighty Spirit speaks 
to us of our calling" in Christ. Thus, lor instance, it 
was prophesied of the Christian Church, ''that the 
mountain of the Lord's House should he estahlished 
in the top of the mountains . . . and many people 
should go and say. Come ye, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord/^ And, in like manner, the 
Temple built hj Solomon was upon a high place; 
doubtless, among other reasons, which at first sight 
bteiji of an opposite nature, by way of showing us 
that religion consists in retiring from the world, and. 
rising towards heaven. " He chose the tribe of Judah,'' 
says the Psalmist, "even the hill of Sion which He 
loved. And there He built His Temple on ]^igh^'' 
I do not mean, of course, that a man can be religious 
who neglects his duties of this world ; but that there 
is an inner and tnier life in religious men, beyond the 
life and conversation which others see, or, in the words 
of the text, their "life is hid with Christ in God/^ 
Christ, indeed. Himself worketh hitherto, as His Father 
worketh, and He bids us also ''work while it is day;*' 
yet, for all this, it is true that the Father and the Son 
are invisible, that They have an ineffable union with 
each other, and are not in any dependence upon the 
mortal concerns of this world; and so we, in our 
finite measure, must live after Their Divine pattern, 
holding communion with Them, as if. we were at the 
top of the Mount, while we perform our duties towards 

> Jca. ii. 2, 8. Ps. b»vui. 69, 70. 
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that sinfu} and irreligious world which lies at the foot 

of it. 

The history of Closes aH'ords us another inslauce of 
this lifting up of the heart to God^ and that, too, re* 
presented to us under the same image. He went np to 
the Mount for forty days, and there he saw visions. 
And observe, lie remained all this time without eating 
bread or drinking water. That miraculous fast was a 
lesson to us, how it is that we Christians are to draw 
near to God. But observe, again, while he was on the 
Mount, what was going on in the plain. There was 
the turbulence, the ungodliness, the sin of the world. 
His servant Joshua said, as they heard the noise of the 
shout in ef, There is a noise of war in the camp but 
Moses said, "It is not the voice of them that shout 
for masteiy, neither is it the voice of them that cry for 
being overcome : but the noise of them that sing do I 
hear*.'' 

Our Savioiu'ts own history gives us another striking 
instance of this Divine communion, and the troublesome 
world in contrast. When He ascended the Mount of 
Transfiguration with His three Apostles, on the summit 
all was still and calm as heaven. He appeared in 
glory ; Moses and Elias with Him ; the father's voice 
was heard : St. Peter said, Master, it is good for us 
to be here." Then he and his brother Apostles felt that 
their life was hid with Christ in God. But when they 
came down the mountain, how the scene was changed I 
It was descending from heaven to the world. ''When 

» Exod. xxxii. 17, 18. 
P 2 
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He came to His disciples/' says the Evangelist, " He 
saw a great multitiKie about them, and the scribes 
questioning with them. And straightway all the 
people^ when they beheld Him^ were greatly amazed, 
and running to Him, saluted Him/^ And He found 
that the Ai)Ostles were trying to cast out a devil, and 
could not. And then He spoke the word^ conformable 
with Moses' deed^ This kind can come forth by nothing, 
but by prayer and fasting 

And again ; we may even say that, when our Lord 
was lifted up on the Cross, then, too. He presented 
to us the same example of a soul raised heavenwards 
and hid in God, with the tumultuous world at its 
leet. The unbelieving multitude swarmed about the 
Cross, they that passed by reviled Him, and the 
scribes mocked Him. Meanwhile, He Himself was^ 
amid His agony, in Divine contemplations. He said. 
'^Father, forgive them;** ""Why hast Thou forsaken 
Me?'' "It is finished;" "Into Thy hands I commend 
My Spirit.** And as He was hid in Grod, so too, even 
at that awful moment, one was at His side gazing 
on Him, and hid in God with Him. The penitent 
thief said, "Lord, remember me when Thou comest 
into Thy kingdom ; and Jesus said unto Him, Verily, 
I say unto thee. To-day shalt thou be with He in 
paradise'.** 

And much more on His resurrection was He with- 
drawn from this troublesome world, and at peace, as 
the Psalmist foretold it. I have set My King upon 

i Mark ix. 5. 14^ 15. 29. ^ Luke xxiii. 42, 43. 
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My holy hill of Sion/' " Ever since the world began 
hath Thy seat been prepaied; Thoa art from everlasting. 
The floods are risen^ O Lord^ the floods have lift up their 
voice ; the lluods lift tip their waves. The waves of the 
sea are mighty and rage horribly ; hut yet the Lord, 
who dwelleth on high, is mightier 

These passages may he taken as types, if not as 
instances, of the doctrine and precept which the text 
contains. Christ is risen on high, we must rise with 
Him. He is gone away out of sight, and we must 
follow Him. He is gone to the Father, we, too, 
must take care that our new life is hid with Christ 
in God. This was the gracious promise, which is 
signified in the prayer He offered before His passion 
for all His disciples, even to the end of the world. 
''Holy Father,^' He said, "keep through Thine own 
Name, those whom Thou hast given Me, that they 
may he one, as We are. ... I pray not that Thou 
shouldest take them out of the world, but that Thou 
shouldest keep them from the evil. They are not of 
the world, even as I am not of the world. . . . Keither 
pray I for these alone, but for them also which shall 
believe on Me through their word ; that they all' may 
be one, as Thou, Fatlier, art in Me, and I in Thee; 
that they may be one in Us. ... I in them, and Thou 
in Me, that they may he made perfect in one • . * 
that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me, may 
be in them, and I in tliem'.^' Agreeably to this 
sacred and awful announcement, St. Paul speaks in 

< Fa. U. 6 ; xciH. 3-6. > John xrii. U. 15, 16. 20, 21. 23. 26. 
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tlie text and following verses ; " If ye, then, be riseu 
with Christ/^ he says, ''seek those things which are 
above, where Christ sitteth at the right hand of God. 
Set your affection on things above, not on thing^s on 
the earth. !For ye are dead, and your life is hid with 
Christ in God. Mortify, therefore, your members which 
ore upon the earth/' 

It is then the duty and the privilcfce of all disciples 
of our glorified Saviour, to be exalted and transfigured 
with Him ; to live in heaven in their thoughts, motives, 
aims, desires, likings, prayers, praises, intercessions, 
even while they are in the flesh ; to look like other 
men, to be busy like other men, to be passed over 
in the crowd of men, or even to be scorned or op* 
pressed, as other men may be, but the while to have 
a secret channel of communication with the Most High, 
a gift the world knows not of ; to have their life hid 
with Christ in God. Men of this world live in this 
world, and depend upon it ; they place their happiness 
in this world ; they look out for its honours or comforts* 
Their life is not hid. And every one they meet they 
suppose to be like-minded. They think they can be 
iu sure that every other man looks out for the things, 
which they covet, as they can be sure he has the same 
outward appearance, the same make, a soul and body,, 
eyes and tongue, hands and feet. They look up and 
down the world, and, as far as they see, one man is just 
like another. They know that a great many, nay, far 
the {'•reator part, are like themselves, lovers of this, 
world, and they infer, in consequence, that all are such. 
They discredit the possibility of any other motives and 
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views beintJ^ pavaniount in a man but those of this 
world. They admit, indeed, that a mau may be in- 
fiueneed by religious motives, but to be governed by 
them, to live by them, to own them as turning points, 
and pninaiy niul ultimate laws of his conduct, this is 
what they do not credit. They have devised proverbs 
and sayings to the effect that every man has his price ; 
that all of us have our weak side ; that religion is a 
beautiful theory; and that the most religious ni.iu is 
only he who hides most skilfully from himfielt', as well as 
from others, his own love of the world; and that men 
would not be men if they did not love and desire wealth 
ami hunoui'. And, in accordance with these views, they 
imputed all base and evil things to our Lord Ilimseli^ 
rather than believe Him to be what He said He was. 
They said He was a deceiver ; that He wished to make 
Himself a king; that His miracles were wrought 
through Beelzebub. But He all the while, the Son 
of Man, was but in outward act sojourning here, and 
was in spirit in lieaven. Follow Him into the wilderness 
during His forty days^ fast, when He did neither eat 
nor drink ; or alter the devils temptation, when Angels 
came and ministered unto Him; or go with Him up 
that mountain to pray, where, as I have already said. 
He was transfigured, and talked with Moses and I'^lias; 
and you will see where He really was, and with whom, 
while He 8ojom*ned upon earth, — with Saints and 
Angels, with His Father, who announced Him as His 
beloved Son, and with the Holy Ghost, who descended 
upon Him. He was " the iSon of Man which is in heaven,'* 
and had meat to eat^^ which others knew not oV* 
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And such in our measure shall we be, both in the 
appearance and in the reality, if we be His. Truly 
our fellowship is with the Father, and with His Son 
Jesus Christ;^' but^ as far as this world goes, we shall 
be of little account. '^The world knoweth us not, 
because it knew Him not*/' Or, more than this, we 
may be perhaps ridiculed for our religion, despised, 
or punished; **If they have called the Master of the 
house Beelzebub, how much more them of His house- 
hold^ V* Such is the condition of those who rise with 
Christ. He rose in the night, when no one saw Him ; 
and we, too, rise we know not when nor how. Nor 
does any one know any thing of our religious history, 
of our turning's to God, of our growings in grace, of our 
successes, but God Himself, who secretly is the cause of 
them. 

In this way let us enjoy and profit by this holy 
season j Christ hath "died, yea, rather hath risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh 
intercession for us/' Wonderful things had taken place, 
while the world seemed to go on as usual. Pontius 
Pilate thought himself like other governors. The Jewish 
rulers went on with the aims and the prejudices which 
had heretofore governed them. Herod went on in his 
career of sin, and having seen and put to death one 
prophet, hoped to see miracles from a second. They 
all viewed all things as of this world; they said, 'to- 
morrow shall be as to-day, and much more abundant.'' 
They heard the news and saw the sights and provided 

1 I John i. 3; iu. 1. « Matt. x. 25. 
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for the needs of the moment, and forcrot the thoiischt 
of God. Thus men went oa at the foot of the mn^nt, 
and they cared not for what was on the Bummit. They 
did not understand that another and marvellous system^ 
conliai} ti) this world, was proceedino* forward under 
the veil of this world. So it was then : so it is now. 
The world witnesses not the secret communion of the 
Saints of God, their prayers, praises, and intercessions. 
But thei/ have the present privileges of saints, not- 
withstanding, — ^a knowledge, and a joy, and a strength, 
which they, cannot compass or describe, and would not 
if they could. "O how plentiful is Thy goodness, 
which Thou hast laid up lor them that fear Thee; and 
that Thou hast prepared for them that put their trust 
in Thee, even before the sons of men.'' Are they in 
anxiety ? Thou shalt hide them privily by Thine own 
presence from the provoking of all men; Thou shalt 
keep them secretly in Thy tabernacle from the strife of 
tongues.^' Are they in disappointment ? Thou hast 
put gladness in their heart, since the time i^at their 
enemies' corn^ and wine, and oil increased/' Are they 
despised by the prosperous ? " Thei/ have children at 
their desire," says another Psalm, and leave the rest 
of their substance for their babes ; but as for me, I will 
behold Thy presence in 1 i.L;liteousnesSj and when I awake 
up after Thy likeness, I shall be satisfied with it." Are 
they in despondency ? The Psalmist has provided them 
with a consolation : Nevertheless, I am alway hy Thee, 
for Thou hast holden nic by my right hand ; Thou shalt 
guide me with Thy counsel, and after that receive me 
with glory. Whom have I in heaven but Thee ? and 
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there is none upon earth that I desire in comparison of 
Thee. My iiesh and my heart fiiiletli^ but God is the 
strength of my heart, and my portion for ever/' Are 
they in peril? ''Whoso dwelleth under the defence 
of the Most High, shall ahide under the shadow of the 
Almighty ... a thousand shall fall beside thee, and 
ten thousand at thy right hand^ hut it shall not come 
nigh thee.^' Thus there is fulness without measure 
for every need, to be found in Him with whom our life 
is lodged; there is what will "satisfy us with the 
plenteousness of His house, who gives us to drink of 
His pleasures, as out of the river. For with Him is the 
well of life, and in His light shall we see light.''' So 
that they may iittin<j;4y cry out, " Praise the Lord, O 
my soul^ and all that is within me praise His holy 
name * , . who forgiveth all thy sin, and healeth all 
thiiie infirmities ; who saveth thy life from destouction, 
and crownetk thee with mercy and lovnngkindness ; who 
satisfieth thy mouth with good things, making thee 
young and lusty as an eaglet'' 

All this, my brethren, I say is our portion, if we 
clicjose but to accept it. " Who shall ascend into the 
hill of tlie Lord, or who shall rise up in His holy place? 
Who shall dwell in Thy tabernacle, or who shall rest 
upon Thy holy hill? Even he that leadeth an un- 
corrupt lite, and docth the tluiiq* that is inght, and 
speaketh the truth from his heart. He shall receive 
the blessing from the. Lord, and righteousness from the 
God of his salvation. This is the generation of*them 

1 xxxi. 21, 22 J iv. 8;.xvu. 15* 16 j Ixxui. 22— 26{ xcL 1—75 
xxxvi. 8k 9 ; ciii. 1. 8 — 5. 
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that seek Him, even of them that seek thy face, O 
Jacob/' Aspire^ then^ to be ''fellow-citizens of the 
Saints and of tbe household of God/' Follow their 
steps as they have followed Christ. Though the hill 
be steep^ yet faint not, for the reward is great; and 
till yon have made the trials you can form no idea how 
great that reward is, or how high its nature. The 
in\ ilation runs, '' O taste, and see how gracious the 
Lord is/' If you have hitherto thought too little of 
these things^ if you have thought religion lies merely 
in what it certainly does consist in also^ in filling your 
worldly station well, in bein<4^ amiable, and well- 
behaved, and considerate, and orderly, — but if you have 
thought it was nothing more than this^ if you have 
neglected to stir up the great gift of God which is lodged 
deep within you, the gift of election and regeneration, 
if you have been scanty in your devotions, in inter- 
cession, prayer, and praise, and if, in consequence, you 
have little or nothing of the sweetness, the winning 
^"race, the innocenee, the freshness, the tenderness, 
the cheerfulness, the composure of the elect ot iiod, 
if you are at present really deficient in praying, and 
other divine exercises, make a new beginning hence- 
forth. Start, now, with this holy season, and rise 
with Christ. . See, He oilers you His hand; He is 
rising; rise with Him. Mount up from the grave of 
the old Adam; from grovelling cares, and jealousies, 
and fretfulness, and worldly aims ; from the thraldom 
of habit, fioni the tumult of pa.>^sion, from the fasci- 
nations of the flesh, from a cold, worldly, calculating 
spirit, from frivolity, from selfishness, from effeminacy. 
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from self-conceit and highmintUdiioss. Henceforth set 
about doing- what it is so difiicult to do, but what 
fihoold not, most not be left undone; watch, and prajj 
and meditate, that is, according' to the leisure which 
God has g-ivcn vou. Give freeh' of A'our time to vour 
Lord and Saviour, if you have it. If you liave little, 
show your sense of the privilege by giving that little. 
But any how, show that your heart and your desires, 
show that your life is with vour God. Set aside ever}' 
day times for seeking Him, Humble yourself that you 
have been hitherto so languid and uncertain. Live 
more strictly to Him; take His yoke upon your 
shoulder ; live by rule. I am not calling on } ou to 
go out of the world, or to abandon your duties in the 
world, but to redeem the time; not to give hours to 
mere amusement or society, while you give minutes 
to Christ ; not to pray to Him only when you are tired, 
and tit for nothing but sleep ; not altogether to omit 
to praise Him, or to intercede ibr the world and the 
Church; but in good measure to realize honestly the 
words of the text, to " set your affection on things 
above;" and to prove that you are His, in that 
your heart is risen with Him, and your life hid in 
Him. 
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and were continually in the Temple, ^reusing and blessing Qod, 
Amen" 

^OR forty daj8 after His reBurrection did our Saviour 



Christ endure to remain below^ at a distance from 
the g'lory which He had purchased. The glory was now 
His^ He might have entered into it. Had He not had 
enough of earth? what should detain Him here^ instead 
of returning" to the Eather, and taking possession of His 
throne ? He delayed in order to comfort and instruct 
those who had forsaken Him in the hour of trial. A 
time had just passed when their faith had all but fidled^ 
even while they had His pattern before their eyes ; and a 
time^ or rather a long period was in prospect, when 
heavier trials far were to come upon them^ yet He was 
to be withdrawn. They hitherto understood not that 
suffenng' is the path to glory, and that none sit down 
upon Christ's throne, who do not first overcome, as He 
overcame. He stayed to impress upon them this lesson^ 
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lest they should still misunderstand the Gospel^ and fail 
a second time. Ought not Christ/' He said, " to snffer 

these things, and to enter into J4is g-loiy V* And liavino^ 
taught them fully, after forty days, at length He rose 
ahove the trouhles of this world. He rose above the 
atmosphere of sin, sorrow, and remorse, which broods 
over it. He entered into the region of peace and joy, 
into the pure light, the dwelling-i^lace of Angels, the 
courts of the Most High, through which lesonnd con- 
tinually the chants of blessed spirits and the praises of 
the Seraphim. There He entered, leaving His brethren 
in due season to come after Him, by .the light of His 
example, and the g^^ace of His Spirit. 

Yet, though forty days was a long season for Him to 
stay, it was but a short while for the Apostles to have 
Him among them. What feeling must have been theirs, 
when He parted from them ? So late found, so early 
lost again. Hardly recognized, and then snatched away. 
The history of the two disciples at Emmaus was a figure 
or picture of the condition of the eleven. Their eyes 
were holden that they should not know Him, while He 
talked with them for three years ; then suddenly they 
were opened, and lie forthwith vanished away. So had 
it been, I say, with all of them. " Have I been so long 
time with you, and yet hast , thou not known Me, 
Philip * had already been His expostulation with one 
of tliem. They had not knowT^i Him all through His 
ministry. Peter, indeed, had confessed Him to be the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God; but even he showed 

^ John xiv. 9. 
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inconBistency and change of mind in his comprehension 
of this ^eat truth. They did not understand at that 

time who and what He was. But after His resurrection 
it was otherwise : Thomas touched His hands and His 
side^ and said^ " My Lord and my God */' in like manner^ 
they all hegan to know Him ; at length they recognized 
Him as the Living* Bread which came down from heaven, 
and was the Life of tlie world. Dut hardly had they 
recognized Him^ when He withdrew Himself once for all 
from their sights never to see them again^ or to be seen 
by them on earth ; never to visit eartli again, till He 
comes at tlie last day to receive all Saints unto Himself, 
and to take them to their rest. " So, then, after the 
Lord had spoken unto them. He was receiyed up into 
heaven, and sat on the right hand of God '.^^ Late 
found, early lost. This, perhaps, was the Apostles^ lirst 
feeling on His parting from them. And the like often 
happens here below. We •understand our blessings 'just 
when about to forfeit them ; prospects are most hopeftil, 
just when they are to be hopelessly clouded. Years upon 
years we have had great privileges, the light of truth, the 
presence of holy men, opportunities of religious improve- 
ment, kind and tender parents. Yet we knew not, or 
thought not of our happiness; we valued not our gift; and 
then it is taken away, just when we have begun to value it. 

What a time must that forty days have been, during 
which, while He taught them, all His past teaching 
must have risen in their minds^ and tlieir thoughts then 
must have recurred in overpowering contrast to their 

^ Mark xvi. 19. 
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thoughts now. His manner of life^ His ministry^ His 
disoouTses^ His parables. His miracles^ His meekness^ 

gravity, incompreliensiM(» majesty, the mystery of His 
grief and joy ; the agony, the scourge, the cross, the 
crown of thorns, the spear, the tomb ; their despair^ 
their anbelief, their perplexity;, their amazement, their 
sudden transport, their triumph, — all this was in their 
minds ; and surely not the least at that awful hour, 
when He led His breathless followers out to Bethany, 
on the fortieth day. ^'He led them ont as far as to 
Bethany, and lie lifted up His hands and blessed them. 
And it came to pass, while He blessed them. He was 
parted from them and carried up into heaven Surely 
all His history^ all His dealings with them, came before 
them, gathered up in that moment. Tlien, as they 
gazed upon that dread Divine countenance and that 
heavenly fonn, eveiy thought and feeling which they ever 
had'had about Him came upon them at once. He had 
gone through His work ; theirs was to come, their work 
and their sufferings, lie was leaving them just at the 
most critical time. When El\jah went up, Elisha said : 
My father, my father, the chariot of Israel and the 
horsemen thereof.'* With a like feeling, might the 
Apostles now gaze up into heaven, as if with the hope 
of arresting His ascent. Their Lord and their God, the 
light of their eyes, the stay of their hearts^ the guide of 
their feet, was taken away. My beloved had with- 
drawn Himself and was gone. My soul failed when He 
spake; I sought Him^ but I could not find Him; I 

^ Luke x.\iv. 50, 51. 
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called Him, but He gave me no answer Well might 
they use the Church's words as now; "We beseech 
Thee, leave us not comfortless/' O Thou who wast so 
gentle and £uniliar with us^ who didst converse with ns 
by the way, and sit at meat with us, and didst enter the 
vessel with us, and teach us on tlie Blount, and bear the 
maUce of the Pharisees, and feast with Martha, and 
raise Lazarus^ art Thou gone, and shall we sec Thee no 
more ? Yet so it was determined : privileges they were 
to have, hut not the same; and their thoujL;'hts henco- 
forth were to be of another kind than heretofore. It 
was in vain wishing back what was past and over. 
They were but told, as they gazed, ''This same Jesns, 
wliieli is taken up Irom }'ou into heaven, shall so eome. 
in hke manner as ye have seen Him go into heaven/' 

Such are some of the feelings which the Apostles may" 
have experienced on our Lord's ascension; but these- 
are after all but human and ordinary, and of a kind 
which all of us can cuter into ; but other than these 
were sovereign with them at that solemn time, for upon 
the glorious Ascension of their Lord, they worshipped 
Him,'^ says the text, " and returned to Jerusalem with 
great joy, and were continually in the Temple praising 
and blessing God/'' Now how was it, that when nature 
would have wept, the Apostles rejoiced ? When Mary 
came to the sepulchre and found not our Lord's body, 
she stood without at the tepulchre weepnig, and the 
Angels said unto her, as Christ said after them, Woman, 
why weepest thou* V* Yet, on our Saviour^s departure 

1 Cant 6. ^ John ix. 1&. 

[Vl] Q 



Digitized by Google 



226 Warfare the coftdUion of Victory, 

fort> days afterwards, when the An^ls would reprove 
the Apostles, they did but say, " Wli y stand ye gazing 
up into heaven There was no sorrow in the Apostles, 
in spite of their loss, in spite of the prospect before them, 
but "great joy,^^ and "continual praise and blessing/* 
May we venture to surmise that this rejoicing was the 
liig-h temper of the brave and noble-minded, who have 
faced danger in idea and are prepared for it ? Moses 
brought out of Eg3rpt a timid nation, and in the space 
of forty years trained it to be full of valour for the task 
of conquering the promised land; Christ in forty (lays 
trains His Apostles to be bold and patient instead of 
cowards. "They mourned and wepf at the beginning 
of the season, but at the end they are full of courage for 
the good fight ; their spirits mount high with their 
Lord, and when He is received out of their sight, and 
their own trial begins, " they return to Jerusalem with 
great joy, and are continually in the Temple, praising 
and blessing God." 

For Christ surely had taught them what it was to 
have their treasure in heaven; and they rejoiced, not 
that their Lord was gone, but that their hearts had 
gone with Him. Their hearts were no longer on 
earth, they were risen aloft. When He died on the 
Cross, they knew not whither He was gone. Before 
He was seized, they had said to Him, "Lord, whither 
goest Thou ? Lord, we know not whither Thou goest ?" 
They could but follow Him to the grave and there 
mourn, for they knew no better; but now they saw 
Him ascend on high, and in spirit they ascended wath 
Him. Mary wept at the grave because she thought 
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enemies had taken Him away, and she knew not where 
thejr had laid Him. AVhcrc your treasure is, there 
will jour heart be also Mary had no heart lefb to her^ 
for her treasure was lost ; but the Apostles were con- 
tinually in the Temple, })raisin2^ and blessinj^ God, for 
their hearts were in heaven, or, in St. PauFs words, they 
^'weie dead, and their life was hid with Christ in God.^' 

Strengthened, then, with this knowledge, they were 
able to face those trials "which Christ had first under- 
gone Himself, and had foretold as their portion, 
"Whither I go,^^ He had said to St. Peter, «thou 
canst not follow Me now, but thou shalt follow Me 
afterwards/' And He told them, " They shall put 
you out of the synagogues, yea, tlic time eoraeth, that 
whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth Gk>d 
service'/' That time was now coming, and they were 
able to rejoice in what so tronbled them forty days 
before, i'or they understood the promise, "To him 
that overcometfa, will I g^nt to sit with Me in My 
throne, even as I also overcame, and am set down with 
My IVtlier in His Throne'/' 

It will be well if we take this lesson to ourselves, and 
learn that great truth which the Apostles shrank from 
at first, but at length rejoiced in. Christ suffered, and 
entered into joy ; so did they, in their measure, after 
Him. And in our measure, so do we. It is written, 
that through much tribulation we must enter into the 
kingdom of God.'' Gtod has all things in His own hands. 
He can spare, He can inflict : He often spares (may He 

» Uatt. Ti. 2L » Jobn xri. 2. • Rer. iu. 21. 

Q2 
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spare lis still I) • but He often tries us^ — ^ia one way or 

another He tries every one. At some time or other of 
the life of every one there is pain, and sorrow, and 
trouble. So it is ; and the sooner perhaps we can look 
upon it as a law of our Christian condition, the better. 
One generatiou comes, and then another. Tiiey issue 
forth and succeed like leaves in sj)rinL,'- ; and in all, this^ 
law is observable. They are tried, and then they 
triumph ; they are humbled, and then are exalted ; they 
overeome the world, aud then they sit down on Christ's 
throne. 

Hence St. Peter, who at first was in such amazement 
and trouble at his Lord's afflictions, bids us not look on 

sufferinfj;' as a strange thing, " as though some strange 
thing happened to us, but rejoice j inasmuch as we are 
partaken of Christ's sufferings ; that when His glory 
shall be reyealed, we may be glad also with exceeding 
joy/' Again, St. Paul says, " We glory in tribulations, 
knowing that tribulation worketh patience." And 
again, If so be we suffer with Him, that we may be 
also glorified together." And again, If -we suffer, we 
shall also reign Him," And St. John, "The world 
knoweth us not, because it knew Him not." " We know 
that when He shall appear^ we shall be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is What is here said of perse- 
cution A\ill apx>l} of course to all trials, and much more 
to those lesser trials a\ hich are the utmost which Chris^ 
tians have commonly to endure now. Yet I suppose it 
is a long time before any one of us recognizes and un- 

1 1 Pet iv. IS^ 13. JEtom. v. 3. 2 Tim. iL 12. 1 John iii. 1, 2. 
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ilerstanJs that liis own state on earth is in one shape or 
other a state of trial and sorrow; and that if he has 
intenrals of external peaoe^ this is all gain^ and more 
than he has a right to expect. Yet how different must 
the state of the Church appear to beings who can con- 
template it as a whole^ who have contemplated it for 
a|^8^'— as the Angels 1 We know what experience does 
for us in this world. Men get to see and understand 
the course of things, and by what rules it proceeds ; and 
thej can foretell what wiU happen, and they are not 
surprised at what does happen. They take the history 
of things as a matter of course. They are not startled 
that things happen in one way, not in another ; it is the 
rule. Night comes after dayj winter after summer; 
cold^ frosty and snow^ in their season. Certain illnesses 
have their times of recurrence^ or visit at certain ages* 
All things go through a process, — they have a beginning 
and an end. Grown men know this, but it is otherwise 
with children. To them every thing that they see is 
strange and surprieing- They by tarns fed wonder, ad. 
miration, or fear at eveiy thing that happens ; tliey do 
not know w hether it will happen again or not ; and they 
know nothing of the regular operation of causes, or the 
connexion of those effects which result from one and the 
same cause. And so too as regards the state of our souls 
under the Covenant of mercy ; the heavenly hosts, who 
see what is going on upon earth, well understand, even 
from having seen it often, what is the course of a soul 
travelling from hell to heaven. They have seen, again and 
again, in numl/erless instances, that sufiering is the 
path to peace ; tliat they that sow in tears shall reap in 
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joy ; and that wbat was true of Christ is fnlfilled in a 

measure in His followers. 

Let us try to accustom ourselves to this view of the 
subject. The whole Churchy all elect souk, each in 
its turn^ is called to this necessary work. Once it was 
the turn uf others, and now it is our turn. Once it 
was the Apostles^ turn. It was JSt. Paul's turn once. 
He had all cares on him all at once; covered from head 
to foot with careS; as Job with sores. And^ as if all 
tliis were not cnou^jb, he had a thoru in the flesh 
added^ — some personal discomfort ever with him. Yet 
he did his part well^ — he was as a strong and bold 
wrestler in his day^ and at the close of it was able 
to siiy, "1 have fought a good fight^ I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith*/' And after him, 
the excellent of the earth, the white-robed army of 
Martyrs, and the cheerful company of Confessors, each 
in his turn, each in his day, have likewise played the 
man. And so down to this very time, when faith ha& 
well-nigh failed, first one and then another have been 
called out to exhibit before the Great King. It is as ' 
though all of us were allowed to stand around His 
Throne at once, and He called on first this man, and 
then that, to take up the chant by himself, each in 
his tarn having to repeat the melody which hi» 
hrethren have before gone through. Or as if we held 
a solemn dance to His honour in the courts of heaven, 
and each had by himself to perform some one and the 
same solemn and graceful movement at a signal given. 

J a Tim. iv. 7. 
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Or as if it were some trial of strength^ or of agility, 
and, while the ring of bystanders beheld and applauded, 
we in Buocession^ one by one, were actors in the pageant. 
Such is our state ; — Angels are looking on> — Christ has 
gone before, — Christ has given us an example, that we 
may follow His steps. He went through far more, in- 
finitely more^ than we can be called to suffer. Our 
brethren have gone through much more; and they seem 
to encourage us by their success, and to sjnoapathize in 
our essay. Now it is our turn ; and all ministering 
spirits keep silence and look on. O let not your foot 
slip^ or your eye be false^ or your ear dull, or your 
attention flagging ! Be not dispirited ; be not afraid ; 
keep a good heart ; be bold ; draw not back ; — you will 
be carried through. Whatever troubles come on you, of 
mind, body, or estate ; from within or from without ; 
from chance or from intent ; from friends or foes ; — ^what- 
ever your trouble be, though } ou l^e lonely, O children 
of a heavenly Father, be not afraid ! quit you like men 
in your day ; and when it is over, Christ will receive you 
to Himself, and your heart (eJuJI rejoice, and your joy no 
man tuketh from you. 

Christ is already in that j)laee of peace, which is all 
in all. He is on the right hand of God. He is hidden 
in the brightness of the radiance which issues from the 
everlasting Throne. He is in the very aln ss ol j>tace, 
where there is no voice of tumult or distress, but a deep 
stillness, — stillness, that greatest and most awful of all 
goods which we can &ncy, — ^that most perfect of joys, 
the utter, profound, ineffable tranquillity of the Divine 
Essence. He has entered into His rest^ 
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O how ^eat a good will it be^ if, when this trouble- 
some life is over, we in our turn also enter into that 
same rest, — if the time shall one day come, when we 
shall enter into His tabemaele abovCj and hide ourselyes 
under the shadow of His wings ; if we shall be in the 
number of those Ijlessed dead who die in the Lord, and 
rest from their labour. Here we are tossing upon the 
sea, and the wind is contrary. All through the day we 
are tried and tempted in various ways. We cannot 
think, speak, or act, but infirmity and sin are at hand. 
But in the unseen world, where Christ has entered, all 
is peace. There is the eternal Throne, and a rainbow 
round about it, like unto an emerald ; and in the midst 
of the throne the Lamb that has been slain, and has 
redeemed many people by His blood : and round about 
the throne four and twenty seats for as many elders, all 
clothed in white raiment, and crowns of gold upon their 
heads. And four living beings full of eyes before and 
behind. And seven Angels standinfj before God, and 
doing His pleasure unto the ends of the earth. And 
the Seraphim above. And withal, a great multitude 
which no man can number, of all nations, and kindreds, 
and people, and tongues, clothed with white robes, and 
pahus in their hands. These are they which came out 
of great tribulation, and have washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the Lamb " They 
shall liung-er no more, neither thirst any more ; neither 
shall the sim light on them, nor any heat/^ There 
is no more death, neither sorrow nor crying, neither any 
more pain ; for the former tilings arc passed away , 

» Ecv. vii. 14. » Re?, xxi. 4. 
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Nor any more sin; nor any more gr^ilt; no more re- 
morse; no more pimishment ; no more peijitence; no 
more trial; no iniirmity to depress us; no affection to 
mislead us ; no passion to transport us; no prejudice to 
blind us ; no sloth^ no pride, no envy, no strife ; but the 
light of God^s coimt4?nance, and a pure river of water of 
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the Throne. 
That is our horn; here we are but on pilgrimage^ 
and Christ is calling us home. He calls us to His 
many mansions, wliich He lias prepared. And the 
Spirit and the Bride call us too, and all tilings will be 
ready for us by the time of our coming. Seeing then 
that we have a great High Priest that has passed into 
the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fost our 
profession seeing we have " so great a cloud of wit- 
nesses, let us lay aside every weight '* let us labour 
to enter into our rest f* let us come boldly unto the 
Throne of Grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find 
grace to help in time of need \" 

1 Heb. IT. 11.14. 16 J zii.l. 
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SBIIMON XVII. 

WAITING FOR CHRIST. 
(asceksiox.) 
Bet. xxiL 20. 

"Mtuho testifieth these things, saith. Surely I come quicklif. Amen. 

Even so, come, Ixtrd Jesus** 

TXTHEN our Lord was going away> He said He would 
^ quickly come again; yet knowing that by 
quickly He did not mean what would be at first 

8l<^ht understood by the word, He added, "suddenly/* 
or "as a thief." " Behold I come as a thief; blessed is 
he that watcheth^ and keepeth bis garments Had 
His coming been soon, in our sense of the word, it could 
not well have been sudden. Servants: who are bid to 
wait for their master^s return from an entertainment, 
could not> one should think^ be overtaken by that return* 
It was because to us His coming would not seem soon, 
that it teas sudden. What you expect to come, you 
wait for; what fails to come, you give up; wkile, then, 
Christ said that His coming would be soon^ yet by 
saying it would be sudden. He said that to us it would 
seem long, 

1 Kev. xvi. 15. 
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Yet though to us He seems to delay^ yet He has 
declared that His coming is speedy, He has bid us 
ever look out for His coming \ and His first followers^ 
as the Epistles show us^ were ever looking out for it. 
Surely it is our duty to look out for it, as likely to come 
immediately, though hitherto for near two thousand 
years the Church has been looking out in vain. 

Is it not something significant that^ in the last book 
of Scripture, which more than any other implies a long 
continuance to the Christian Church, — that there we 
sliould have such express and repeated assurances that 
Christ's coming would be speedy? Even in the last 
chapter we are told it three times. *^ Behold I come 
quickly ; blessed is he that keepeth the sayings of the 
prophecy of this book.'^ " Behold I come quickly, and 
My reward is with Me/' And again, in the text^ 

He that testifieth these things, saith. Surely I come 
quickly/' Such is the annoinicement ; and, in con- 
sequence, we are commanded to be ever looking out for 
the great Day, to '^wait for His Son from heaven';" to 

look and haste nnto the coming of the day of God'/' 

It is t rue, indeed, that in one place St. Paul cautions 
his brethren against expecting the immediate coming 
of Christ ; bnt he does not say more fhan that Christ 
will send a sign immediately before His coming,— 
a certain dreadful enemy of the truth, — which is to 
be followed by Himself at once, and therefore does not 
stand in our way, or prevent eager eyes from looking 
out for Him. And, in truth, St. Paul seems rather 
to be warning his brethren against being disappointed 
1 1 TheBS. i. 10. « 2 Pet. ui. 12. 
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if ChriBt did not come^ than hindenqg^ them from ex* 

pec ting- Ifim. 

Now it may be objected that this is a kind of pai;adox; 
how is it possible^ it may be asked^ ever to be expecting 
what has so lon^ been delayed ? What has been so long 
coming, may be longer still. It was possible^ imUed, 
for the early Christians, who had no experience of the 
long period which the Church was to remain on earth, 
to look out for Christ; but we cannot help using 
our reason : there are no more j^roiinds to expect 
Christ now than at those many former times, when, 
as the event showed. He did not come. Christians 
have ever been expecting the last day, and ever 
meeting with disappointment. They have seen what 
they thought symptoms of His coming, and pecu- 
liarities in their own times, which a little more 
knowledge of the world, a more enlarged experience, 
would have shown them to be common to all times. 
They have ever been frightened without good reason, 
fietting in their narrow minds, and building on their 
superstitious fancies. What age of the world has there 
been in which people did not think the Day of Judgment 
coming"? Such expectation has but evidenced and 
fostered indolence and superstition ; it is to be considered 
as a mere weakness. 

Now I shall attempt to say something in answer to 
this objection. 

1. And first, considered as an objection to a habit of 
continual waiting (to use the common phrase), it proves 
too much. If it is consistently followed up, no a^e ouofht 
ever to expect the day of Christ ; the age in which He 
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shall come (whenever it is) ought not to expect Him ; — 
which is the very thing" lie has warned ns agtiinst. He 
no where warns us against what is contemptuously called 
superstitioii; but He expressly warns us against high- 
minded security. If it he true that Christians have 
expected Him when He did not come, it is (juite as 
true that when He does come, the world will not expect 
Him. If it be true that Christians have fancied signs 
of His coming, when there were none, it is equally true 
that the world will not see the signs of His coming 
when they are present. His signs are not so pkin but 
you have to search for them ; not so plain but you may 
be mistaken in your search; and your choice lies 
between the risk of thinking you see what is not, and 
of not seeing what is. True it is^ that many times^ 
many ages^ have Christians been mistaken in thinking 
they discerned Christ's coming ; but better a thousand 
times think Him coming when He is not, than once 
think Him not comino^ when He is. Such is the 
difference between Scripture and the world; judging 
by Scripture, you would ever be expecting Christ; 
judging by the world, you would never expect Him. 
Now He must come one day, sooner or later. Worldly 
men have their scoff at our failure of discernment 
now; but whose will be the want of discernment, 
whose the triumph then ? And what does Christ think 
of their present scoff ? lie expressly warns us, by His 
Apostle, of scoffers^ who shall say, ''Where is the 
promise of His coming ? for since the fathers fell asleep, . 
all things continue as they were from the beo-inning 
of the creation. • • • But, beloved (continues St. 
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Peter), be not ignorant of this one tliino*, that one day 
is with the Lord as a thousand years^ aud a thousand 
years as one day^'' 

It should be recollected, too, that the enemies of 
Christ have ever been expecting the downfall of His 
religion, age after age ; and I do not see why the one 
expectation is more unreasonable than the other; in- 
deed they illustrate each other. So it is, undeterred 
by the faihire of former anticipations, unbelievers are 
ever expecting that the Church and the religion of 
the Church are coming to an end. They thought so 
in the last century. They think so now. They ever 
think the light of truth is .t^oing out, auti that their 
hour of victory is come. Now, I repeat^ I do not see 
why it is reasonable to expect the overthrow of religion 
stiU^ after so many failures; and yet unreasonable, 
because of previous disappointments, to expect the 
coming of Christ. Nay, Christians at leasts over and 
above the aspect of things, can point to an express 
promise of Christ, that He will one day come ; whereas 
unl)elievevs, I suppose, do not profess an> i>'rounds at all 
for expecting their own triumph, except the signs of the 
times. They are sanguine^ Because they seem so strongs 
and the Church of God seems so weak ; yet they have 
not enlarged their minds enough by the contem])lation of 
past history to know that such apparent strengtli on the 
one side, and such apparent weakness on the other, has 
ever been the state of the world and the Church ; and 
• that this has ever been one chief or rather the main 

1 2 Pet. iU. 4 6. 
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reason^ why Christians have expected the immediate 

end of all thino-s^ because the prospects of religion were 
so gloomy. So tluit, in fact^ Christians and unbelievers 
have taken precisely the same view of the facts of the 
case; only they have drawn distinct conclusions from 
them, accordins^ to their creed. The Christian has said, 

All looks so full of tumult, that the world is coming to 
an end;^^ and the unbeliever has said^ All is so full of 
tumult, that the Church is coming to an end;'' and 
there is nothing, surely, more superstitious in the one 
opinion than in the other. 

Now when Christians and unbelievers thus unite in 
expecting substantially the same thing, though they 
view it differently, according to their respective modes 
of thought, there cannot be any thing very extravagant 
in the expectation itself ; there must be something ever 
present in the world which warrants it. And I hold 
this to be the case. Ever since Christianity came into 
the world, it has been, in one sense, going out of it. It 
is so uncongenial to the human mind, it is so spiritual, 
and man is so earthly, it is apparently so defenceless, 
and has so many strong enemies, so many false friends, 
that every age, as it comfes, may be called "the last 
time.''' It has made great conquests, and done great 
works ; but still it has done all, as the Apostle says of 
himself, 'Mn weakness, and in fear, and in mueli trem- 
bling ^ y How it is that it is always failing, yet always 
continuing, Ood only knows who wills it, — ^but so it is; 
and it is no paradox to say, on the one hand, that it has 

I 1 Cor. u. 8. 
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lasted eighteen hundred years^ that it may last many 
years more^ and yet that it draws to an end, nay, is 
likely to end any day. And God would have us give 
our minds and hearts to the latter side of the alternative^ 
to open them to imprcssions/yom this side, viz. that the 
end is coming"; — it being a wholesome thing to live as 
if that will come in our day, which may come any day. 

It was different daring the ages before Christ came* 
The Saviour was to come. He was to bring perfection, 
and religion was to grow towards that perfection. There 
was a system of successive revelations going on, first 
one and then another; each prophet in his turn adding 
to the store of Divine truth, and gradually tending 
towards the full Gospel. Time was measured out for 
believing minds before Christ came, by the word of 
prophecy i so that He never could be expected in any 
age before the fulness of time in which He came. 
The chosen people were not bidden to expect Him at 
once ; but after a sojourning in Canaan, and a captivity 
in Egypt, and a wandering in the wilderness, and judges, 
and kings, and prophets, at length seventy long Weeks 
were determined to introduce Him into the world. Thus 
His delay was, as I may say, recogmzed then; and, 
during His delay, other doctrines, other rul%s,were given 
to fill the interval. But when once the Christ had come, 
as the Son over His own house, and with His perfect 
Gospel, nothing remained but to gather in His saints. 
No higher Priest could come, — no truer doctrine. The 
Light and Life of men had appeared, and had suffered, 
and had risen again ; and nothing more was left to do. 
Earth had had its most solemn event, and seen its most 
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ausfust sif^ht ; and therefore it was the last time. And 
hence^ thougli time intervene between Christ's iirst and 
second coming, it is not recognized (as I may say) in the 
Gospel scheme^ but is, as it were^ an accident. For so 
it was, that up to Christ's coming in the flesh, the course 
of things ran straight towards that end, nearing it by 
every step ; hut now, under the Gospel, that course has 
(if I may so speaJc) altered its direction, as regards His 
second coming, and runs, not towards tlie end, but along- 
it, and on the brink of it j and is at all times equally near 
that gieat event, which, did it mn towards, it would at 
once run into. Christ, then, is ever at our doors; as 
Hear eij^i-hteen hundred years ago as now, and noL nearer 
now than then ; and not nearer when He comes than 
now. When He says that He will come soon, soon'' 
is not a word of time, bat of natural order. This 
present state of things, ''the present distress'' as St. 
Paul calls it, is ever close npon the next world, and 
resolves itself into it. As when a man is given over, he 
may die any moment, yet lingers ; as an implement of ^ 
war may any moment explode, and must at some time; 
as we listen for a clock to strike^ and at length it sur* 
prises us ; as a crumbling arch hangs, we know not / 
how, and is not safe to pass under ; so creeps on this»^ 
feeble weary world, and one day, before we know where 
wo are, it will end. 

And here I may observe in passing, on the light thus 
thrown upon the doctrine, that Christ is the sole Priest 
under the Gospel, or that the Apostles ever sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel, or that 
Christ is with them always, even unto the end of the 
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world. Do you not see the force of these expressions ? 
The JewiBh Covenaat^ indeed, had sundry times/' 
which were ordered *^ in divers manners it had a long 
array of priests aiul a various history ; one part of the 
series holier than another, and nearer heaven. But 
when Christ had come, suffered, and ascended. He was 
henceforth ever near ns, ever at hand, even thoug^h He 
was not actually returned^ ever scarcely gone, ever all 
but come back. He is the only Ruler and Priest in His 
Chnrch, dispensing gifts, and has appointed none to 
supei'sede Him, because He is departed only for a brief 
s;eason. ^Varon took the phice of Christ, aiul had a 
priesthood of His own; but Clirist^s priests have no 
priesthood but His. They are merely His shadows and 
organs, they aie His outward signs ; and what they do. 
He does; when they baptize, He is baptizing; when 
they bless. He is blessing. He is in till acts of liis 
Church, and one of its acts is not more truly His act 
than another, for all are His. Thus we are, in all times 
of the Gospel, brought close to His Cross. We stand, 
as it were, under it, and receive its blessings fresh from 
it ; only that since, historically speaking, time has gone 
on, and the Holy One is away, certain outward forms 
lire necessary, by way of bringing us again under His 
shadow ; and we enjoy tliose blessings through a i \ sicry, 
or sacramentally, in order to ei^'oy them really. All 
this witnesses to the duty both of remembering and of 
looking out for Christ, teaching us to neglect the pre- 
sent, to rely on no plans, to form no expectations, for 
the future, but so to live in faith, as if He had not left 
us, so in hope, as if He had returned to us. We must 
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try to live as if the Apostles were livings and we must 
tiy to muse upon our Lord's life in the Gospels^ not as 
a history, but as if a recollection. 

2. This leads me to remark upon a second aspect 
under which the objection in question may be urged ; 
viz. that this waiting for Christ is not only extrava- 
gant in its very idea, but becomes a superstition and 
weakness whenever carried into effect. The mind, 
intent upon the thought of an awful visitation close 
at hand^ begins to fancy signs of it in the natural 
and moral world, and mistakes the ordinary events of 
God's providence for miracles. Thus Christians are 
brought into bondage, and substitute for the Gospel 
a fond religion^ in which imagination takes the place 
of faith, and things visible and earthly take the place of 
Scripture. This is the objection ; yet the text, on the 
other hand, while it sanctions the expectation^ in the 
words Surely I come quickly/' surely sanctions, the 
temper of waiting also, by adding^ Amen, even 80> 
come. Lord Jesus/' 

I observe, then, that though Christians mig'ht be 
mistaken in what they took to be signs of Christ's 
coming, yet they were not wrong in their state of mind; 
they were not mistaken in looking out, and that for 
Christ. Whether credulous or not, they only acted 
as one acts towards some person beloved, or revered, 
or admired on earth. Consider the mode in which 
loyal persons look up to a good prince ; you will find 
stories current, up and down the country, in his favour ; 
people delight in believing that they have fallen in with 
tokens of bis beneficence, nobleness, and paternal kind- 

R % 
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ness. Many of these reports are iaUt'_, yet others are 
true, and, on the whole, we should not think highly of 
that man who, instead of bein^ touched at this mutual 
sympathy between sovereign and people, occupied him- 
self merely in carpin^^ at wliat he called their credulity, 
and sifting the aoeuraey of this or that particular story. 
A ^eat thing, truly, after all, to be able to detect a few 
mis-statements, and to expose a few fictions, and to be 
without a heart ! And forsooth, on the other hand, a 
sad deficiency in that people, I suppose, merely to be 
right on the whole, not in every particular, and to 
have the heart right I Who would envy such a man's 
knowledge? who would not rather have that people^s 
ignorance? And, in like manner, I had rather be he, 
who, from love of Christ and want of science, thinks 
jsome strange sight in the sky, comet or meteor, to be 
the sign of His coming, than the nuai, who, from more 
knowledge and from lack of love, laughs at the mistake. 

Before now, religious persons have taken appear* 
ances in the heaven for signs of Christ's coming, 
which do not now frighten us at all. Granted, but 
what then? let us consider the state of the case. Of old 
time it was not kmyim generally that certain heavenly 
bodies moved and appeared at fixed times and by a 
rule ; now it is known ; that is, now men are accu%tomed 
to see them, then they were not accustomed. We 
know as little now as then how they come, or why; 
but then men were startled when they saw them, 
because they were strange, and now they are not 
strange, and therefore men are not startled. But how 
was it therefore absurd and ridiculous (for so it is that 
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persons now-a^days talk)^ why was it a foolish fond 

thing: in a man to be impressed by what was rare and 
strange ? Take a parallel case : travelling is common 
now^ it was not common formerly. In consequence^ 
we now travel without any serious emotion at parting 
from our friends ; but then, because it was uncommon^ 
even when risks were the same and the absence as 
long^ persons did not go from home without much 
. preparation^ many prayers, and much leave-taking. 
I do not see any thing very censurable in being more 
impressed at uncommon things iliaii at common. 

And you will observe, that in tlie case of which 
I am speaking, persons who are looking out for Christ 
are not only, in that they look out^ acting in obedience to 
Him, but are loukiiig" out, — in their very wa)j of lookin^j^ 
out, through the very sin;-ns through which they look 
out, — ^in obedience to Him« Always since the first. 
Christians have been looking out for Christ in the 
si<»Tis of the natural and moral world. If they have 
been poor and uneducated, strange sights iu the sky, 
or tremblings of the ground, storms, failure of harvest, 
or disease, or any thing monstrous and unnatural, has 
made them think that He was at hand. If they w^ere 
in a way to take a view of the social and political 
world, then the troubles of states — ^wars, revolutions, 
and the like, — have been additional circumstances 
which served to impress; them, and kept their hearts 
awake for Christ. Now all these are nothing else but 
those very things which He Himself has told us to 
dwell upon, and has given us as sig-ns of His coming. 
" There shall be signs," He says, " in the sun, and in 
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the moon, and in the stars ; and upon the earth distress 
of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roar- 

ing; men''s hearts failing" them for iear, and for luuking 
after those things which are coming on the earth ; for 

the powers of heaven shall be shaken And when 

these things begin to eome to pass, then look up and 
lift up your lieads, for your redemption dravvetb nigh '/^ 
One day the lights of heaven %cUi be signs; one day 
the affairs of nations also wUl be signs ; why, then, is 
it superstitious to look towards them ? It is not. We 
may be wrong in the particulars we rest upon, an*.! may 
show our ignorance in doing so ; but there is nothing 
ridiculous or contemptible in our ignorance, and there 
is much that is reli^^ious in our watching. It is better 
to be wrong in our watching, than not to watch 
at all. 

Nor does it follow that Chrisiians were wrong, even in 
their particular anticipations, though Christ did not come, 

whereas they sanij they saw His signs. Perhaps they 
were His signs, and He withdrew them again. Is 
there no such thing as countermanding ? Do not skilful 
men in matters of this world sometimes form anticipa- 
tions which turn out wrong, and yet wo say that they 
ought to have been right ? The sky threatens and then 
dears again. Or some military leader orders his men 
forward, and then for some reason recalls them \ shall 
we say that informants were wrong who brought the 
news that he was moving ? Well, in one sense Christ 
is ever moving forward, ever checking, the armies of 
heaven. Signs of the white horse's are ever appearing, 

1 Luke xxi. 25, 26. 28. 
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ever vanislimg. Clouds return after the rain and 

His servants are not wrong in pointing to them, and 
saying that the weather is breakings though it does not 
breaks for it is ever unsettled. 

And another thing should be observed^ that though 
Christians have ever been expecting Christ, ever 
pointing to His signs, they have never said that He 
was come. They have but said that He was just coming, 
aU hit come. And so He was and is. EnthusiastSj 
sectaries, wild presumptuous men, they have said that 
He was actually come, or they have pointed out the 
exact year and day in which He would come. Not so 
His humble followers. They have neither announced 
nor sought Him, either in the desert or in the secret 
chambers, nor have they attempted to determine " the 
times and seasons, which the Father has put in His own 
power.^' They have but waited ; when He actually 
eomes, they will not mistake Him; and before then, 
they pronounce nothing. They do but see His fore- 
^rjinners. 

I Surely there can be no great harm, and nothing 
very ridiculous, where men are religious, in thus think- 
ing the events of their day more than ordinary, in 
fancying that the world's matters are winding np, and 
that events are thickening for a final visitation ; for, let 
it be observed, Scripture sanctions us in interpreting 
M that we see in the world in a religious sense, and 
as if all things were tokens and revelations of Christ, 
His Providence, and will. I mean that if this lower 
world, which seems to go on in its own way, indepen- 
dently of Him, governed by fixed laws or swayed by 
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lawless hearts^ will^ nevertheless^ one day in an awful way^ 

herald His comino^ to judg-e it, surely it is not impos- 
sible that the same world, both in its physical order and 
its temporal oonrse, speaks of Him also in other manners. 
At first, indeed, one might argue that this world did hut 
speak a language contrary to Him; that in Scri[)ture it 
is described as opposed to God, to truth, to faith, to 
heaven ; that it is said to he a deceitful veil, misrepre- 
senting things, and keeping the sonl from God. How 
then, it may be asked, can this world have upon it 
tokens of His presence, or bring ns near to Him ? Yet 
certainly so it is, that in spite of the world's evil, after 
all, He is in it and speaks through it, though not loudly. 
When He came in the flesh " He was in the world, and 
the world was made by Him, and the world knew Him 
not.'' Nor did He strive nor cry, nor lift np His voice 
in the streets. So it is now. He still is here ; He still 
whispers to us. He still makes signs to us. But His 
voice is so low, and the world's din is so lond, and His 
signs are so oovert, and the world is so restless, that it 
is difficult to determine when He addresses ns, and what 
He says. Religious men cannot but feel, in various 
ways, that His providence is gniding them and blessings 
them personally, on the whole ; yet when they attempt 
to put their finger upon the times and places, tlie truces 
of His presence disappear. Who is there, for instance, 
but has been favoured with answers to prayer, such that> 
at the time, he has felt he never could again be nn- 
believing? Who has not had strange coincidences in 
his course of life wliich brought before him, in an over- 
powering way, the hand of Grod ? Who has not had 
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thoughts come upon him with a sort of mystenons 

force, for his warning or his dueetion ? And some 
persons, perhaps, experience stranger things still. 
Wonderful providejioes have before now been brought 
about by means of /dreams ; or in other still more un- 
usual ways Almiglily God has at times interposed. 
And then, ag^in^ things which come before our eyes^ 
in such wise take the form of types and omens of things 
moral or future, that the spirit within us cannot but 
reach forward and pres:i<^e what it is not told from what 
it sees. And sometimes these presages are remarkably 
fulfilled in the event. And then^ again^ the fortunes of 
men are so singularly various, as if a Jaw of success and 
prosperity embraced a certain number_, and a contrary law 
others. All this being- so, and the vastuess and mystery 
of the world being borne in upon us^ we may well begin 
to think that there is nothing here below, but, for what 
we know, has a connexion with every thing else ; the 
most distant events may yet be united^ the meanest and 
highest may be parts of one; and God may be teaching 
us and offering us knowledge of His ways, if we will but 
open our eyes, in all the ordinary matters of the day. 
This is what thoughtful i)ersons come to believe, and 
they begin to have a sort of faith in the Bivine meaning 
of the accidents (as they are called) of life, and a readi* 
ness to take impressions from them, which may easily 
become excessive, and which, whether excessive or not, 
is sure to be ridiculed by the world at lajge as supersti- 
tion. Yet, considering Scripture tells us that the very 
hairs of our head are all nuiiibered by Gotl, that all 
things are ours, and that ail things work together for 
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our good, it does certainly encourage us in thus looking 

out for His presence in every tbins^ that happens, how- 
ever trivial, and in holding that to religious ears even 
the bad world prophesies of Him. 

Yet, I say, this religious waiting upon God through 
the day, wliieh is so like that spirit of watching which 
is under consideration, is just as open to objection and 
scoffing from the world* God does not so speak to ns 
through the occurrences of life, that you can persuade 
others that lie speaks. He does not act upon such 
explicit laws^ that you can speak of them with certainty. 
He gives us sufficient tokens of Himself to raise our 
minds in awe towards Him ; but He seems so frequently 
to undo wliat He lias done, and to suffer counterfeits of 
His tokens, that a conviction of His wonder-working 
presence can but exist in the individual himself. It is 
not a truth that can be taught and recognized in the face 
uf men ; it is not of a nature to be urged upon the world 
at large, nay, even on religious persons, as a principle. 
God gives ns enough to make us inquire and hope ; not 
enough to make us insist and argue. 

I have all along been speaking of thoughtful and con- 
scientious persons ; those who do their duty, and who 
study Scripture. It is quite certain that this regard to 
outward occurrences does become superstition, when it is 
found in men of irreligious lives, or of slender knowledge 
of Scripture. The great and cliief revelation whicli God 
has made us of His will is through Christ and His 
Apostles. They have given us a knowledge of the 
truth ; they have sent forth heavenly principles and 
doctrines into the world; they have accompanied 
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that revealed trath by Divine sacraments^ whicli convey 

to the heart what otherwise would be a mere ontward 
and barren knowledge ; and they have told u& to prac* 
tise what we know, and obey what we are tanght> that 
the Word of Christ may be formed and dwell in us. 
They have been inspired, moreover, to write Holy Scrip- 
tures for our learning and comfort ; and in those Scrip* 
tnres we find the history of this world interpreted for 
us by a heavenly rule. When, then, a man, thus formed 
and fortiiied within, with these living principles in his 
hearti with this firm hold and sight of things invisible, 
with likings, opinions, views, aims, moulded upon God's 
revealed law, looks abroad into the world, he does not 
come to the world for a revelation, — he has one already. 
He does not take his religion from the world, nor does 
he set an over-value upon the tokens and presages 
which he sees there. But far different is the case when 
a man is not thus enlightened and informed by revealed 
truth. Then he is but a prey> he becomes the slave, of 
the occurrences and events, the sights and sounds, the 
omens and prodigies, which meet liim in tlie world, 
natural and moral. His religion is a bondage to things 
perishable, an idolatry of the creature, and is, in the 
worst sense of the word, superstition. Hence it is a 
common remark, that iiTeligious men arc most open to 
superstition. For they have a misgivmg that there is 
something great and Divine somewhere : and since they 
have it not within them, they have no difficulty in 
believing that it is anywhere else, wherever men pretend 
to the possession of it. Thus you find in history men in 
high place practising unlawful arts, consulting professed 
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wizards^ or giving heed to astrology. Others have had 
their lucky and unlucky days ; others have been the sport 
of dreams^ or of other idle fancies. And you have had 
others bowing themselves down to idols. For they have 
had no principle^ no root in themselves. They have been 
ignorant, too, of Scripture, in which God has most 
mercifully removed the veil otf a portion of this world's 
history, in oider that we may see hm He works. 
Scripture is the key by which we are given to interpret 
the world ; but they who have it not, roam amid the 
shadows of the world, and interpret things at ran* 
dom. 

The Bame want of inward religions principle is shown 

in the li,i,''ht, senseless way in which so many adopt 
wrong forms of religious profession. He who has the 
light of Christ within him, hears the voice of enthu- 
siastic, mistaken, self-willed, or hypocritical men, calling 
him to follow them, without being moved. But when 
a man is conscious he is a wilful sinner, and not at 
peace with God, when his own heart is against him, and 
he has no principle, no stay within him, then he is the 
prey of the first person who comes to him with strong 
lan^Tfuapfe, and bids him believe in him. Hence you find 
numbers running eagerly after men who profess to work 
miracles, or who denounce the Church as apostate, or 
who maintain that none are saved but those who a^ree 
with tlumselves, or any one who, without any warrant 
of his being right, speaks confidently. Hence the mul- 
titude is 80 open to sudden alarms. You hear of their 
rushing out of a city in numbers at some idle prediction 
that the Day of J udgment is coming. Hence so many. 
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ill the private aud lower ranks of life, arc so full of small 
superstitions^ which are too minute to mention ; all 
because they have not the light of truth burning in 
their heart. 

But the true Christian is not of these. To him apply 
St. Paul's words, " All things are lawful unto me, but 
all things are not expedient; all things are lawM for 
me, but I win not be brought under the power of any 
He knows how to ''iiso this world as not abusinir it/' 
He depends on nothing in this world. He trusts not iU 
sights against the revealed Word. Thou wilt keep him 
in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on Thee, because 
he trusteth in Thee.'' Such is the promise made to him. 
And if he looks out into the world to seek, it is not to 
seek what he does not know, but what he does. He 
does not seek a Lord and Saviour. He has *^ found the 
Messias " long since ; and he is looking out for Him, 
His Lord Himself has bid him look for Him in the sig^s 
of the world, and therefore he looks out. His Lord 
Himself has shown him, in the Old Testament, how He, 
the Lord of Glory, condescends to humble Himself to 
the things of heaven and earth. He knows that God's 
Angels are about the earth. He knows that once they 
were even used to come in human shape. He knows 
that the Son of God, ere now, has come on earth. He 
knows that He promised to His Church the presence of 
a miracnlons agency, and has never recalled His promise. 
Again, he reads, in the Book of the " Revelation, quite 
enough, not to show him what is coming, but to show 
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liim that now, as lieretofore, a secret supernatural system 
is ^oing- on under this visible 6cene. And therefore he 
looks oat for Christy for His present providences^ and 
for His coming ; and, though often deceived in his ex* 
pcctation, and fanc\ ing wonderful thing-s are coming on 
the earth, when they still delay, he uses, and comforts 
him with the Prophet^s words, I will stand upon my 
watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see 
what He will sav unto me, and what I shall answer 
when I am reproved. And the Lord answered me. . . . 
The vision is yet for an appointed time, hut at the end it 
shall speak and not lie; though it tarry, wait for it, he- 
cause it will surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his 
soul, which is lifted up, is not upright in hmi ; but the 
just shall live by his faith ^" 

1 Hab. ii« 1^, 
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SERMON XVIIl. 

SUBJECTION OF THE REASON AND FEELINGS TO THE 

REVEALED WORD. 

(ABCXNfllOir.) 

2 Cob. x, 5. 

** Brinffinff into ea^tio^ every ikoti^At to the obedience qf Christ" 

npHE qa€{istion may be asked^ How is it possible to 
live as if the coming of Christ were not far off, 
when our reason tills us that it probably is distant ? 
It may be. objected that there are no grounds for ex* 
pecting it now, more than for the last, eighteen hundred 
years ; that if His long absence is a reason for expecting 
it now, yet His promise of a speedy return was a reason 
for expecting it in earlier times ; and if the one reason 
has turned out insufficient, so may the other ; that if, 
in spite of His promise to be speedy, He has tarried so 
long. He may tarry longer still ; that no signs of His 
coming can be greater than were abroad soon after 
His departure ; that, certainly, there are no such signs 
now; nay, that during the first seven himdred yean;, 
and again about the year 1000, and later, there were 
many more signs of Christ^s coming than there are 
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now, — more trouble of iKitions, more distress, more 
sickness, more terror, it may be said, that we cannot 
hope, and fear, and expect, and wait, as we will, — ^but 
that we most have reawM for bo doing ; and that if we 
, are persuaded, in our deliberate jnd!>'ment, that Christ^s 
coming is not j)robable, we cannot make ourselves feel 
as if it were probable. 

Now in considering this objection, which I shall do, 
I may have an o])portunity of statinof a great principle 
which obtains in Christian duty, the subjection of the 
whole mind to the law of God. 

1. I deny, then, that our feelings and likings are only 
moved according to the dictates of what we commonly 
mean by reason ; so far from it, that nothing is more 
common, on the other hand, than to say, that reason goes 
one way, and onr wishes go another. There is nothing 
impossible, then, in learning to look out for the day of 
Christ's coming more earnestly than according to its 
probability in the judgment of reason. As reason may 
be a right guide for our feelings and likings to go by up 
to a certain point, so there may be cases in which it 
is unable to ^guide us, from its weakness ; and as it is 
not impossible for sinful and irreligioas men to like what 
their reason tells them they should not like ; therefore 
it is not impossible for religious men also to desire, 
expect, and hope, what their reason is unequal to ap- 
prove and accept. What is more common than to hear 
it said, I love a person more than I respect him or, 
" I admire him more than I love him'' ? Or, again, we 
know how easy it is to open the mind to the influence 
of some feeling or emotion, and how difficult it is to 
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iivoid such intlucueo ; how difficult it is to g-ct a thought 
out of the mind^ which reason says ought to be kept 
out, and which will intrude itseli' again and again; 
how difficult to restrain anger^ fear, or other passion^ 
which yet reason tells us sliould be restrained. It is, 
then, quite possible to have ieehngs and thoughts 
present with us in a way which is disproportionate, 
according to the judgment of reason. Or, take another 
instance. We know how the mind sometimes dwells 
upon the chance of what is barely possible, quite un- 
reasonably, and often wrongly and dangerously. A 
number of things may happen, one perhaps as likely 
as another; and yet, from weakness of liealtli, or ex- 
citement, it often happens that we cannot help thinking 
overmuch of some one of these possible events, and 
getting unduly anxious lest it should happen. Thus, 
if some dread lul occurrence has taken place, a fire, or 
a murder, or some horrible accident, persons become 
frightened, lest the same should . happen to them, in 
a measure iar exceeding what a mere calculation of 
probabilities warrants. Their imagination magnifies 
the danger; they cannot persuade themselves to look 
at things calmly, and according to their general course. 
They fix their thoughts upon one particular chance, in 
a way quite contrary to what reason suggests. Thus, 
so far from our feelings being moved according to the 
strict probabilities of things, the contrary is rather the 
rule. "What Almighty Grod then requires of us is, to do 
that in one instance for His sake, which we do so com- 
monly in indulgence of our own waywardness and 
weakness; to hope, fear, expect our liord^s coming, 
[vi] s 
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more than reason warrants^ and in a way whicli His 
word alone warrants ; that is, to trust Him above our 
reaeoD. You say^ that it is not probable Christ will 
come at this time^ and therefore jou cannot expect 
it. Now, I say, }'0u can expect it. You must feel 
there is a chance that He will come. "Well, then, dwell 
on that chance; open your mind to it ; treat that chance 
just as you so often treat the chance of fire^ or peril by 
sea, or peril by land, or thieves. Our Lord says, that 
He shall come as a thief in the night. Now you know 
that if there has been some remarkable robbery^ people 
are frigbtoned fer mo»> tium i«»aidiii«r to the cIuHioe of 
their being* themselves robbed. They are haunted by the 
idea ; it may be that the probability of their own houses 
beings attempted is but small^ yet the thing itself is an 
object of great apprehension to them, and they think 
more of the jGrrievousness of the eveni apprehended, 
should it happen, than of the small chance of its 
happening. They are moved by the risk. And in 
like manner, as regards the coming of Christ; I do 
not say we must be excited, or imsettled, or eiig-rossed 
with the thought, but still we must not let the long 
delay persuade ns not to watch for it. ^'Though it 
tarry, wait for it.'^ If He bids us, as a matter of duty, 
impress the prospect of Ills coming upon our iuiagination, 
He asks no hard thing ; no hard thing, that is, ip the 
willing mind ; and what we can do we are bound to do. 

2. This is what first suggests itself, but it opens, the 
way to further thoughts. For only reflect, what is faith 
itself but an acceptance of thmgs unseen, from the love 
of them, beyond the determinations of calculation and 
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experience ? Faith outstrips argument. If there is only a 
fair chance that the Bible is true^ that heaven is the reward 
of obedience^ and hell of wilfiil sin^ it is worth while^ it 
is safe, tr» sacrifice this w orld to the next. It w ere wortli 
while, though Christ told us to sell all that we have 
and follow Him^ and to pass our time here in poverty and 
contempt, it; were worth while on that chance to do it. 
This, then, is what is meant hy faith going against 
reason, that it cares not for the measure of probahilities ; 
it does not ask whether & thing is more or less likely; 
but if there is a fair and clear likelihood what Ood's will 
is, it acts upon it. If Scripture were not true, we should 
in the next world be left where we were ; we should, in the 
event, be no worse off than before ; but if it be true, then 
we shall be infinitely worse off for not Jjelieving it than if 
we had believed it. ^^'e all know the retort which the 
ag«d saint made in the stozy, when a licentious youth 
reminded him, how he would have wasted life if there 
were 710 future state of recompense : " Tme, my son,^' 
he answered, but how muc/i worse a waste is yours if 
there w/' 

P^th, then, does not regard degrees of evidence. You 

might lay it down as a rule, speaking in tlie way of 
reason, that wc ought to have faith according to the 
evideaee ; that the more evidenee there is, the move firm 
it should be; and the less evidence, the weaker will it 
be required of us. Eut tliis is not the case as regards 
religious faith, — which accepts the Word of God as 
firmly on the evidence which it is vouchsafed, as if that 
evidefDoe were doubled. This, indeed, we see to be the 
ease as regards things of earth; and burel}' what we 

8. % 
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du lu wards men, we may bear to do towards God. If 
any one whom we trust and revere told us any news, 
which he had perfect means of knowings we should 
believe him *, we should not believe it more thoroughly 
Ixjcause presently another told it to us also. And in like 
manner^ though it is quite certain that Almighty God 
might have given us greater evidence than we possess, 
that He speaks to us in the Bible ; yet since He has ^ven 
us enough, faith does not ask for more^ but is satielied, 
and acts upon what U enough ; whereas unbelief is ever 
a^ing for signs, more and greater, before it will yield 
to the Divine Word. 

Eetuming to my main subject, I observe, in like 
manner, what is true of £uth is true of hope. We may 
be commanded, if so be, to hope against hope, or to 
expect Christ's coming, in u cLi tiiin Si ust , against reason. 
It is not inconsistent with God's general dealings to- 
wards us, that He should bid us feel and act as if that 
were at hand, which yet, if we went by what experience 
tells us, we should say was not likely to be at hand. 
If He bids us to believe in Him with our whole heart, 
whether the evidence of His speaking to us .be greater 
or less, why may He not bid ns wait foir Him per* « 
sevcringly, tlioiigli the signs of His coming disappoint 
us, and reason desponds? We cannot tell in such a 
matter what is more probable and what is not ; we can but 
attempt what we are told to do. And that we can do : 
Ave can duLct and fashion our feelings according to His 
word, and leave the rest to Him. 

3. Here, then, I am led to make a further remark ; 
that as it is our dufy to bring some things before our 
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miiidb_, aiiU contemplate them much more vividly than 
reason by itself would bid us, so, again^ there are other 
things which it is a duty to put away from us^ not to 
dwell npon^ and not to realize^ thottg^li they be brought 
before us. And yet it is evident^ too, that persons mi<^ht 
here also object, and say that it is impossible to help 
being moved and influenced by what we know for cer- 
tain, just as they say that it is impossible to beliex'e and 
expect what we know to be not certain. 

For instance ; we know that it is a duty not to be 
Tain and conceited about any personal advantage we 
may happen to possess. Yet a man might ask, How is 
\t possible to help it ? He might say, If persons excel 
in any respect, they must know it ; it is quite absurd 
to suppose, as a rule, that they should not; but if they 
know it, how is it possible they should not take plea- 
sure in their own excellence, and admire themselves for 
it ? Admiration is the natural consequence of the sight 
of excellence : if persons know they excel, they cannot 
help admiring themselves ; and if they excel, generally 
speaking, they cannot but know it; and this, whatever 
it be they excel in, whether in personal appearance, or in 
power of speech, or in gifts of mind, or in character^ or 
in any other way/' 

But now, on the other hand, I suppose that it is quite 
•certain that Scripture tells us not to pride ourselves on 
any thing we are, any thing we do ; that is, not to indulge 
those feelings which, it seems, are the natural and legi- 
timate result of our knowing what we do know. Now 
what is to be said to this ? how are these opposites to be 
reconciled ? 
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One ajiswer would of course be this; that religious 
men know how defective^ after all, their best deeds are, 
or their best points of character ; or they know how 
much more others do; or they know their own great 
deficiencies in other respects ; or they know how trifling 
some of those points are on which they may happen to 
be superior to others. But this is not a sufficient answer ; 
because the points in question are excellenoes^ whether 
great excellences or not^ or whether or not there be 
others greater, or however w^anting* the j^arties may l)e 
in other respects. And heiein lies, I think^ tlic tempta- 
tion which all persons have to self-esteem^ that in a 
certain sense their judgment about themselves is not 
wronf*"; not that tlioy are not very delicient in many 
tilings, not as if they did not know this, but that they 
ham certain excellences, which really ate excellences, and 
they feel them ; and the question is, how can they help 
feeling them ? 

It may be suggested, perhaps, to account for the 
humility of religious men, that, whatever personal gifU 
they may have, they are U9ed to them ; and this it i& 
which keeps them from thinking much of them. There 
is truth in this remark, of course, but it does not explain 
why they onee have not thought much of them, viz^ 
when the* sight of what" they were, was not so familiar 
to them as it is ; and if they did^ we may be sure that 
the efiects of their former self-eonceit will remain upon 
them now, having become habitual. 
• Another and far better reason why religious persona 
are not self-eonceited is, that they dislike to think 
of whatever is good in them, and turn away from the 
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thought of it^ whether their superiority to others be 
in mind or body, in intellectual powers or in moral 
attainments. But there is^ I think, another more direct 
reason, and more connected with my present snhject. 

It is this : though relig-ions men have gifts, and 
though they know it, yet they do not realize them. It 
is not necessary here to explain exactly what is meant 
by the word realizing we all understand the word 
enough for my present purpose, and shall all confess 
that, at leasts tliere is an abundance of matters which 
men do w>t realize, though they ought to do so. For 
instance ; how loudly men talk of the shortness of this 
life, of its vanity and unprofitableness, and of the claims 
which the world to come has upon us ! This is what we 
hear said daily, yet few act upon the truths they utter ; 
and why ? because they do not realize what they are so 
ready to proclaim. They do not see Him who is in- 
visible, and His eternal kingdom. 

Well, then, what men omit to do when the doing is 
a duty, that they can surely also omit to do in cases 
when omission is a duty. Seri(nis men may know 
indeed, if it so be, what their excellences aie, whether 
religious, or moral, or any other, but they do not feel 
them in that vivid way which we call realizing. They 
do not open their hearts to the knowledge, so that it 
becomes fruitful. Barren knowledge is a wretched thing, 
when knowledge ought to bear fruit; but it is a good 
thing, when it would otherwise act merely as a tempta* 
tion. When men realize a truth, it becomes an influen- 
tial principle within them, and leads to a number of 
consequences both in opinion and in conduct. The case 
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IB the same as leg^vds realizing our own gifts. But men 

of superior niiiuls know them without realizing". Tliey 
may know that they have certain excellences, if they have 
them, they may know that they haye good points of 
character, or abilities, or attainments ; but it is in the 
way of an unproductive knowledsfe, which leaves the 
mind just as it found it. And this seems to be what 
gives such a remarkable simplicity to the chaiaeter of 
holy men, and amazes others so much that they think 
it a paradox or inconsistency, or even ii mark of insin- 
cerity, that the same persons should profess to know so 
much about themselves, and yet so little, — ^that they can 
hear so much said about themselves, that they can bear 
so much praise, so mucli popularity, so much deference, 
and yet without being puffed up, or arrogating aught, 
or despising others ; that they can speak about them- 
selves, yet in so unaffected a tone, with so much nature, 
with such childlike innocence, and such graceful frankness. 

Another instance of this great gift of knowing 
without realizing, is afforded us in relation to subjects 
to which I will but allude. Men who indulge their 
passions have a knowledge, different in kind from those 
who have abstained from such indulgence; and when 
they speak on subjects connected with it, realize them in 
a way in which others cannot realize them. The \evy 
ideas which are full of temptation to the former, the 
words which are painful to them to utter, all that causes 
them shame and confusion of fiice, can be said and 
thought of by the innocent ^vithout any distress at all. 
Angels can look upon sin with simple abhorrence and 
wonder, without humiliation or secret emotion; and a 
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like simplicity is the reward of the chaste and holy; 
and that to the great amazement of the miLleaii, w ho 
caunot understand the state of mind of such a one, or 
how he can utter or endure thoughts which to thetm* 
selves are full of misery and guflt. And hence some- 
tiiiiL.s you find men in tliese days, in which the will of 
the natural man is indulg-ed to the full, taking up the 
writings of holy men who have lived in deserts or in 
cloisters, or with an Angelas heart have ruled Christ's 
flock, and broken with lioly hands the bread of life, and 
vie\nng their words in their own murky atmosphere, 
and imputing to them their own grossness ; nay^ carping 
at the words of Holy Scripture, which are God's, and 
at the words of the Church, as if the sacred mystery of 
the Incarnation had not introduced a thousand new and 
heavenly associations into this world of sin. 

And hence, again, you will find self-indulgent men 
unable to comprehend the real existence of sanctity and 
severity of mind in any one. They think that all 
persons must be full of the same wretched thoughts and 
feelings which torment themselves. They think that 
none can avoid it, from the nature of the case ; only 
that certain persons contrive to hide what goes on in 
their hearts, and, in consequence, they call them pre« 
tenders and hypocrites. 

This, too, IS what they also say as regards the instance 
which I took first, — a man's knowledge of his gifts. 
They think that men who appear to think little of them- 
selves are conceited within, and that what is called 
modesty is aflPectatioa. 

I might make the same remark also aa regards the 
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absence of resentment upon injury or insult^ which 
characterizes a really religious man. Often, indeed, 
such a cue feels keenly what is done against him, 
though he represses the feelings as a matter of dufy; 
hut the higher state of mind is when he does not 
feel, that is, when he does n<3t realize, that any in- 
justice has been done him; so that if he attempts to 
speak of it^ it will be in the same sort of strange, 
unreal^ and (as I may say) forced and unnatural way 
in which pretenders to religion speak of religious joy 
and spiritual comibrt, for he is as little at home with anger 
and revenge as hypocrites are with thoughts of heaven. 

Again ; we may so unduly realize that a life of virtue 
is for our interest, as to act on prudential motives, not 
from a sense of duty. And again ; though it be our duty 
to inquire and search out for ourselves the truth in reli* 
gious matters, yet we may so vaunt in our private judg- 
mentj and make a merit of the exercise of it, that our 
search becomes almost a sin. 

Here then are a number of cases, all in point, to 
illustrate one and the same truth, that the Christian's 
character is formed by a rule higher than that of 
calculation and reason, consisting in a Divine principle 
or life^ which transcends the anticipations and criticismfi^ 
of ordinary men. Judging by mere worldly reason, the 
Christian ought to he self-conceited, for be is gifted; 
he ought to understand evil, because he sees and speaks 
of it ; he ought to feel resentment^ because he is con* 
scious of being injured ; he ought to act from self-interest, 
because he knows that what is right is also expedient ; 
he. ought to be conscious and fond of the exercises of 
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private judgment^ because he engages m them; he 
ought to be doubting^ and hesitiitmg in his faith, because 
his evidence for it might be greater than it is ; he ought to 
have no expectation of Chnsf s comings because Christ 
has dehiyed so long ; but not so : his mind and heart are 
formed on a diiierent mould. In these, and ten thousand 
other ways, he is open to the misapprehensions of the 
worlds which neither has his feelings nor can enter 
into them. Nor can he explain and defend them on 
considerations which all men, good and bad, can un- 
derstand. He goes by a law which others know not ; 
not his own wisdom or judgment, but by Christ's 
wisdom and the judgment of the Spirit, which is im- 
parted to him, — by that inward incommunicable jm-T- 
ception of truth and duty^ which is tlie rule of his 
reason, affections, wishes, tastes, and all that is in him, 
and which is the result of persevering obedience. This 
it is wluuli gives so unearthly a character to his 
whole life and conversation, which is hid with Christ 
in God;'' he has ascended with Christ on high, and 
there ''in heart and mind continually dwells and he 
is obliged, in consequence, to put a veil upon his face, 
and is mysterious in the world's judgment, and be- 
comes as it were a monster unto many,'' though he be 
*' wiser than the aged," and have " more understanding 
than his teachers, because he keeps God^s command- 
ments." Thus he that is spiritual judgeth all things, 
yet he himself is judged of no man and with him '' it 
is a very small thing to be judged of man's judgment," 
for He that judgeth him is the Lord*," 

» lCor.S.15; 
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One additional remark is necessary in conclusion, 

with reference to the subject witli wliicli I began, the 
duty of waiting- for our Lord's coming. It must not 
be supposed^ then, that this implies a neglect of our 
duties in this world. As it is possible to watch for 
Christ in si)ite of earthly reasonings to the contrary, 
so is it possible to engnge in earthly duties, in spite 
of our watching. Christ has told us, that when He 
comes two men shall be in the field, two women at 
the mill, ^^the one shall be taken, and the other left/* 
You see that good and bad arc engaged in the same 
way; nor need it hinder any one from having his 
heart firmly fixed on God, that he is engaged in worldly 
business with those whose hearts are upon the world. 
Nay, wc may form large plans, wc may busy our- 
selves in new undertakings, we may begin great 
works which we cannot do more than begin ; we may 
make provision for the future, and anticipate in our 
acts the certainty of centuries to come, yet be looking 
out for Christ. Thus indeed we are bound to pro* 
eeed, and to leave times and seasons in His Father's 
power." Whenever He comes. He will cut things 
short ; and, for what we know, our cfibrts and begin- 
nings, though they be nothing more, are just as 
necessary in the course of His Providence, as could 
be the most successful accomplishment. Surely, He 
will end the world abruptly, whenever He comes; 
He will break off the designs and labours of His 
elect, whatever they are, and give them what their 
dutiful anxiety aims at, though not through it. And, 
as He will end, so. did He begin the world abruptly ; 
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He began the world which we see^ not ivom its first 
seeds and elements^ but He created at once the herb 
and the fruit-tree perfect whose seed is in itself/' not 
a gradual formation, but a complete w ork. And with 
even a greater abruptness did He display His miracles 
when He came and new made all things^ creating 
bread, not corn, for the supply of the five thousand, 
and changing water, not into any simpler, though pre- 
cious liquid, but into wine. And as He began with- 
out beginning, so will He end without an ending; 
or rather, all that wo do, — wliatever w-e are doing,— 
whether we have time for more or time for less, — yet 
our work, finished or unfinished, will be acceptable, if 
done for Him. There is no inconsistency, then, in 
watching yet working, for we may work without setting 
our hearts on our work. Our sin will ' be if we idolize 

» 

the work of our hands; if we love it so well as not to 
bear to part with it. The test of our faith lies in our 
being able to fail without disappointment. 

Let us pray God to rule our hearts in this respect as 
well as in others; that " when He shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be ashamed before Him at His 
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Psalm Izxtui. 69. 



**M» hmiU Sis muteiumy Wte Jdffh palaeet, like tke earik wMek Ms 



IHKHK was one occasion when our Saviour said, 



" The hour cometh, when ye shall neither in this 
tnomitain, nor yet at Jerusalem, worship the Father. 

The hour oometh, when the true worshij)]X?rs shaii 
worship the I'ntlier in spirit and in truth Did we 
take these words hy themselves^ we might consider they 
implied, that, under the Gospel^ there would be no 
outward tokt us of rehpfion, no rites and ordinances at 
all, no public services, no assembh'npfs of ourselves 
together^ and^ especially, no sacred buildings. Such 
an inference, however, would be a f^Te&t error, if it were 
only for this reason, that it has never been received, 
never acted on in any age of the Church ; so far from 
it, that I suppose there are few indeed but would shrink 
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from the very mention of it, and none at all who could 
be found to testify that they had adopted it in their 
own case^ yet had not suffered from it in point of inward 
devotion to God's service. That cannot be the true 
sense of Scripture^ which never has been fulfilled, which 
ever has been contradicted and disobeyed; for God^s 
word shall not return unto Him yoid^ but shall ac- 
complish His pleasure and prosper in His purpose. 
Our Saviour did not say to the Samaritan woman that 
there should be no places and buildings for worship 
under the Gospel, became He has not brought it to 
pass, hecause such ever have been, at all times and in 
all countries, and amid all differences of faith. And 
the same reasons which lead us to believe that religious 
edifices are a Christian ordinance, though so veiy little 
is said about them in Scripture, will also show that it 
is right and pi#us to make them enduring, and stately, 
and magnificent, and ornamental; so that our Saviour's 
declaration, when He foretold the destruction of the 
Temple at Jerusalem, was not that there should never 
be any other house built to His honour, but rather that 
there should be many houses; that they should be 
built, not merely at Jerusalem, or at Gerizim, but every 
where; what was under the Law a local ordinance, 
being henceforth a Catholic privilege, allowed not here 
and there, but whexever was the Spirit and the Truth. 
The glory of the Gospel is not the aboliUon of rites, but 
their dissemination; not their absence, but their living* and 
efficacious presence through the grace of Christ. Accord- 
ingly, such passages as the text, though spoken in 
,the times of the Law, are fulfilled even at this day. 



272 TJi£ Gospel PalatLi. 

and, as we trust, among" ourselves. The Jewish Temple, 
indeed, of which the Psalmist spoke in the first 
instance^ has come to nought; but he has a meaning 
stilly and a noble one^ as signifying the Christian insti- 
tution of Churches. 

" He built His sanctuary like high palaces, like the 
eartii which He hath established for ever/' How much 
more strikingly and fully is this accomplished in our 
times than in those of the Law ! Rich and exceeding 
magnifical " as was Solomon's Temple, and built at the 
immediate command of God, it is not presumptuous 
surely to say that Christian Temples have as far sur- 
passed it in size, beauty, and costliness, as in divine gifts 
and privileges, as in spirit and in truth. He built 
His sanctuary like high palaces;'' look through this 
very country, — compare its palaces with its Cathedrals 
and Cii arches, even in their present state «t" disadvantage, 
and say whether these words are not more than accom- 
plished ; so that the palaces of England should rather, by 
way of honour, be compared to the Cathedrals, than the 
Cathedrals to the palaces. And rightly so ; for our first 
duty is towards our Lord and His Church, and our 
second towards our earthly Sovereign* And still more 
strikingly has the promise of permanence been fulfilled 
to us. For what were the years of Solomon's Temple ? 
Four hundred. What of the second Temple? Six 
hundred. These were long periods, certainly ; yet is it 
plain that the Church of Christ can more than equal 
them, and that in a great number of cases. Nay, there 
are Christian Temples in some parts of the world, which 
have lasted as much as fourteen hundred years. Surely, 
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then, when Christ multiplied His sacred palaces, He 
also gave them an extended age, bringing back under 
ihe GK>Bpel the days of the Aiftedilavian patriarchs. 
The times are reversed, and a more yigorous life has 
been infused among us than at the first, and the reign 
of Christ nnrl His saints has begun long since, and the 
AposUee fill their thrones in His Temples. He hath 
built His sanctuary like high palaces^ like the earth which 
He hath established for ever/' 

Stability and permanence are, perhaps, the especial 
ideas which a Church brings before the mind. It repre- 
sents, indeed, the beauty, the loftiness, the calmness, 
the mystery, and the sanctity of religion also, and that 
in many ways ; stilly I will say, more than all these, it 
represents to us its eternity. It is the witness of Him 
who is the beginning and the ending, the first and 
the last ; it is the token and emblem of Jesus Christ, 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever it is the pledge 
of One^ who has said^ I will never leave thee nor for* 
sake thee,'' but even to your old age I am He, and 
even to hoar hairs I will cany you/' All ye who take 
part in the building of a Church, know that you have ' 
been admitted to tiie truest symbol of God's etemily. 
You have built what may be destined to have no end but 
in Christ's coming. Cast your thoughts back on the 
time when our ancient buildings wefe first reared. Con- 
iEdder the Churches all around us ; how many generations 
have past since stone was put upon stone till the whole 
edifice was finished! The first movers and instruments 
of its erection^ the minds that planned it, and the limbs 
that wrought at it, the pious hands that contributed to 

[Vl] T 
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\% and the holy lips that conseenited it^, have long^ long^ 
ago, been taken away ; yet we benefit Ly their g-ood deed. 
Does it not seem a very strange thing that v-e should be 
fed« and lodged^ and clothed in spiritual things^ by per* 
sons we never saw or heard of, and who never saw ns^ or 
could think of us, hundreds of years ago ? Does it not 
seem strange that men should be able, not merely by 
acting on others^ not by a continued influence carried 
on through many minds in a long succession, but by 
one simple and direct act, to come into contact with 
uSj and as if with their own hand to benefit us, who 
Hve centuries later? What a visible, palpable specimen 
this, of the contmunion of saints ! What a privilege 
thus to be immediately interested in the deeds of our 
forefathers ! and what a call on us^ in like manner, to 
reach out our own hands towards our posterity ! Freely 
we have received ; let us freely give. Let us not be 
slack to do what our fathers have done ; to do a work, 
the fruits of which we cannot see, because they are too 
vast to be seen. If it were told us, that a word of ours, 
uttered by the mouth, should take^ as it were, consist- 
ence, and float and continue in the air, and impart advice 
or comfort to men who were to live five hundred years 
to come, it would be an inspiring thought ; and what 
but this is our very privilege, in the leave granted us to 
multiply the One l^mple of God all over the earth, unto 
all time ? It is to make our deeds live; it is to hold 
fellowship with the future. 

See what a noble principle faith is. Faith alone 
lengtibens a man^s existence, and makes him, in his own 
feelings, live in the future and in the past. Men of 
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this world are full of plans of the day. Even in rolit^ion 
they are ever coveting immediate results, and will do 
nothing at all, unless they can do erery things, — can 
have tiieir own way, choose their methods/ and ^ee the 
end. But the Christian throws himself fearlosbly upon 
the future, because he believes in Him which is, and 
which was, and which is to come. He can endure to be 
one of an everlasting company while in this world, as 
well as in the next. He is content to begin, and break 
o&'; to do his part, and no more; to set about what 
others must accomplish ; to sow where others must reap. 
None has finished his work, and cut it short m right- 
eousness but He who is One. We, His members, who 
have but a portion of His fulness, execute but a part of 
His purpose. One lays the foundation, and another 
builds thereupon ; one levels the mountain, and another 
''brings forth the headstone with shoutings/^ Thus 
were our Churches raised* One age would build a 
Chancel, and another a Nave, and a third would add a 
Chapel, and a fourth a Shrine, and a fifth a Spire. By 
little and little the work of grace went forward; and 
they could afford to take time about it, and be at pains 
to do it best, who had a promise that the gates of hell 
should not prevail against it. Powers of the earth rise 
and fall; revolutions come in course; great tumilies 
appear, and are swept away; wise men are in high 
places, ^d walk amid the sparks which they have 
kindled. They feel that they are short-lived, and they 
determine to make the most of their time. They grasp 
and push forwards, they are busy and feverish, not only 
from the feebleness and waywardness of their nature. 
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but from the conviction of their reason^ tliat they have 
but a short time. Our time is short/' say they ; " let 
lis buy and 8ell> and plant and build^ and marry -wiyes^ 
and i^ive in marriage, and eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die." Pour worms of the earth, it is too true of 
them ! Their aims and desires, their instruments, their 
goodsj their bodies^ their souls^ are all perishable. In 
the words of the wise man, as soon as they are bom, 
they hegin to draw to an end they begin to die. 
Their growth and progress, their successes, are but the 
iirst stages of eorruption and dissolution. Poor children 
of time, what are they ? They triumph over religion in 
their day ; they insult its ordinances and its ministers ; 
they tyrannize in its Temples, showing themselves that 
they are gods. They carry away its massiye stones to 
their own houses, and trick themselves out with its 
jewels. They build up their famih'es by rapine and 
sacrilege; they are wanton when they are not covetous; 
And^ when satiated with pillage, tbey mutilate and 
defile what they do not destroy. But, after all, how 
speaks the Psalmist ? ''I have said, Ye are gods, and 
ye are all the children of the Most Highest. But ye 
shall die like men, and fall like one of the princes.^' 
The proud bave robbed, they have slept their sleep, 
and all the men whose hands were mighty have found 
nothing.^^ Fret not thyself because of the ungodly; 
neither be thou envious against the eviUdoers ; for they 
shall soon be cut down like the grass, and be withered 
even as the green herb. I myself liave seen the ungodly 
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in g^t poweiv and flouiiBhiDg like a green bay tree ; 
I went by, and lo, he was gone; I sought him^ but his 

place could no where be found'/' We rise ia the 
momiug, and, behold, they are all dead corpses. The 
storm has passed^ the morning has broken^ the Egyptians 
are cast on the sea-shore, God's Tabernade is still stand- 
ing. - As thoujirli no violence had been in the night, no 
assaults of Satau and Antichrist, no arm of force, no 
enyions or covetous eye, they remain^ those holy places, 
where they were ; for the Church abides for evermore, 
and iier Temples, in their deep loundalions, and their 
arching heights^ arc her image and manifestation. 

I have said that the sacred edifices which we see 
around us, and in whieh we worship, remind us of their 
builders, though they lived so long ago ; but in truth 
they remind us of a time far earlier even than theirs. 
Do we snppose that the very builders of these shrines 
were all in all in their building ? Could any men what- 
ever, did they but will it, at any time, build what they 
have built? is a Cathedral the ofispring of a random 
thought, a thing to will and to accomplish at our plea- 
sure ? or rather, were not those builders merely the suc- 
cessors and the children of others long before them, who 
made them what they were, and enabled them, under 
God, to do works, which it was not given to every one 
to do, but only to the sons of such fathers? Surely tlie 
Churches which we inherit are not the purchase of 
wealth nor the creation of genius, they are the fruits of 
marfyrdom. They come of high deeds and sufferings, 

1 Ps. l.\xxii. 6, 7; IxxvL 5 j xxxvii. I, 2. 36, 37. 
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as long^ before their very building as we axe after it, 
TheiT foundations are laid very deep^ even in the preaching 
*of Apostles, and tlie confession of Saints^ and the first 
victories of the Gospel in our land. All that is so noble 
in their architecture^ all that captivates the eye and 
makes its way to ike hearty is not a human imagination, 
but a divine gift^ a moral result^ a spiritual work. . The 
Cross is ever planted in hazard and suffering, and is 
watered with tears and blood. No where does it take 
root and bear fruit, except its pleaching be with self* 
denial. It is easy, indeed, for the ruling powers to make 
a decree, and set religion on high, and extend its range, 
and herald its name ; but they cannot plant it, they can 
but impose it. The Church alone can plant the Chuvch« 
The Church alone can found her sees, and inclose herself 
.within walls. None but saintly men, mortified men, 
preachers of righteousness, and oenfessors for the truth, 
•can create a home for the truth in any land. Thus the 
Temples of God are withal the monuments of His 
Saints, and we call them by their names while we cou- 
secrafce them to His glory* Their simplicity, grandeur, 
solidify, elevation, grace, and exuberance of ornament, 
do but bring to remembrance the patience and purity, 
the courage, meekness, and great charity, the heavenly 
affections, the activity in well-doing, the faith and re* 
signation, of men who themselves did but worship in 
mountains, and in deserts, and in eaves and dens of the 
earth. They laboured, but not in vain, for other men 
entered into their labours; and, as if by natural, conse- 
quence, at length their word prospered afler them, and 
made itself a home, even these sacred palaces in which 
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it has so long dwelt> and which are still vouchsaied to 
UB» in token^ as we trusty that they too are still with ns 
who spoke that woid^ and, with them. His Presence, 
who gave them grace to speak it. 

O happy they, who, in a sorrowful time, avail them- 
selves of this bond of communion with the Saints of old 
and with the Universal Church 1 O wise and dutiful, 
who, when the world has robbed them of so much, 
set the more account upon what remains ! We have 
not lost all, while we have the dwelling-places of our 
fore&tbers; while we can repair those which are 
broken down, and build upon the old foundations, 
and propagate them upon new sites ! Happy they, who 
when they enter within their holy limits, enter in 
heart into the court of heaven ! And most unhappy, 
who, while they liave eyes to admire^ admire them 
only for their beauty's sake, and the skill they exhibit ; 
who regard them as works of art, not fruits of grace; 
hew down before their material forms, instead .of 
worship})in«: 'h'n spirit and in truth;'' count their 
stones, and measure their spaces, but discern in them no 
tokens of the invisible, no canons of trath, no lesBona of 
wisdomy to guide them forward- in the way heavenwardl 

In heaven is the substance, of which here below we 
are vouchsafed the image ; and thither, if we be worthy^ 
we shall at length attain. There is the holy Jerasalemi 
whose light is like unto a stone most pfecions, even like 
A'jasper stone, dear as crystal ; and whose wall is cjTeat 
and high, with twelve gates, and an Angel at each ; — • 
whose glory is the Lord God Almighty, and the Lamb 
ift tiie light thereof. 
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THE VISIBLE TEMPLE. 
(WHIXSrVTIDB.) 

Matt, jam, 17. 

'* Whether is greater, the goldf or the Temple that eanetifieth the 

gold!" 

k TEMPLE there has been upon earthy a spiritual 

Temple, made up of" living stones, a Temple, as 
I may say, composed of souls ; a Temple with God lor 
its Light, and Christ for the High Priest, with wings 
of Angels for its arches, with Saints and Teachers for 
its pillars, and with worshippers for its pavement ; such 
a Temple lias been on earth ever since the Gobpel was 
iirst preached. This unseen, secret, mysterious, spi- 
ritual Temple exists eveij where, throughout the king- 
doni of Christ, in all places, as perfect in one place as if 
it were not in another. Wherever there is faith and 
love, this Temple is j faith and love, with the Name of 
Christ, are as heavenly charms and spells, to make pre** 
sent to us this Divine Temple, in every part of Christ's 
kingdom. This Temple is invisible, but it is perfect 
and real because it is invisible, and gains nothing in 
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perfection by possessiDg visible tokens. There needs no 

outward building to meet the eye, in order to make it 
more of a Temple than it already is in itself. God, and 
Christ, and Angels, and souls, are not these a heavenly 
courts all perfect, to which this world can add nothing ? 
Though faithful Christians worship >vithout splendour, 
without show, in a homely and rude way, still their 
worship is as acceptable to God, as excellent, as holy^ as 
though they worshipped in the public view of men, and 
with all the glory and riches of the world. 

Such was the Church in its beginnings; built 
upon the foundation of Apostles and Flx>pbets, Jesus 
Chribt Himself being the chief corner-stone/^ ^'builded 
together for an habitation of God through the Spirit." 
In the Apostles' lifetime it was poor and persecuted, 
and the holy Temple was all but invisible. There 
were no edifying rites, no various ceremonies, no rich 
music, no high Cathedrals, no mystic vestment?, no 
solemn altars, no stone, or marble, or metals, or jewels, 
or woods of cost, or fine linen, to signify outwardly, and 
to liouour duly, the heavenly Temple in which we stand 
and serve. The place where our Lord and Saviour first 
celebrated the holy Sacrament of the Eucharist, was the 
upper room of a bouse, hired too or used for the occa- 
sion * ; that ill which the Apostles and the holy women 
waited for the promised coming of the Comforter, was 
also an upper room and that also in which St. 
Piul preaebed at Troas, was an upper chamber, where 
they were gathered together'.'' What other places of 
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worship do we hear of? The water side, out in the open 
air; as at Phiiippi, where, we are told, "on the Sab^ 
bath,^^ St. Paul and his companions went oat of the 
•city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made'/' 
And the sea shore ; " They all brought us on our way, 
with wives and children, till we were out of the city ; 
and we kneeled down on the shore and prayed^/^ ksA 
■St. Peter was in prayer on the house-top; and St. Paid 
and St. Silas sang- their hymns and psalms in prison, 
with their feet in the stocks ; and St. Philip baptized 
the Ethiopian eunuch in the desert. Yet, whererer 
they were, whether in prison, or on the house-top, or in 
the wilderness, or by the river side, or on the sea shore, 
or in a private room, God and Christ were with them. 
The Spirit of Grace was there, the T^nple of Gt>d was 
niound them. They were come unto the mystical Sion, 
iind to the heavenly Jerusalem^ and to an innumerable 
^company of Angels, and to the spirits of i the Just. 
There needed not gold, nor jewels, nor costly^ array 
for those, who had^ what according to the text' was 
greater, wlio had the Temple. It might be right and 
fitting, if possible, to have these precious things also, 
but it was not necessary; for which was the greater? 
Such things did not make the Temple more holy, b«t 
became themselves holy by being used for the Temple ; 
the gold did not sanctify the Temple, but ihe Temple 
was greater, and sanctified the gold. Gold- is a thing of 
nought without Ohrist^s presence; and with His Pre- 
sence, as in the days of His earthly ministry, it might 
be dispensed with. 

1 Acts XTi. 13. > Ads xxL ^ 
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The caEe is the same as regards the immediate suc- 
cessors of the Apostles, who were in still more forlorn 
circumstaucesfy as regard» worship^ than the Apostles 
themselves. The Christians who came after them, were 
obliged to worship in graves and .tombs to save their 
lives from the persecutor. In the eastern and southern 
parts, where the Apostles and the first converts lived, 
before the glad sound of the Gospel had reached these 
northern and distant countries, they were accustomed to 
bury in caves duof out of tlie rock. Lonpf gulleries there 
are still remainin<>, in some 2)lace8for miles underground, 
on each side . of which the dead were placed* There the 
poor persecuted Christians met for worship, and that by 
night. Or the great people of the time built for them- 
selves high and stately tombs above ground, as large as 
houses for the living; here too, in the darkness and 
solitude of night, did the Sdnts worship. Or in the 
depth of some wood, perhaps, where no one was likely to 
discover them*. Such were the places in which the In- 
visible Temple manifested itself in times of heathenism $ 
and who shall say that it wanted aught of outward show 
to make it perfect 

This is true and ever to be borne in mind ; and yet 
BO one can deny, on the other hand, that a great object 
of Christ's coming was to subdue this world, to claim it 
as His own, to assert His rights as its Master, to destroy 
the usurped dominion of the enemy, to show Himself to 
all men, and to take possession. He is that Mustard- 
tree which was destined silently to spread and over- 
shadow all lands; He is that Leaven which was secretly 
io make its way through the mass of human opinions 



284 



The Visible Temple. 



and institutions till the whole was leavened. Heaven 

and earth had hitherto been separate. His gracious 
purpose was to make them one, and that by making- 
eartli like heaven. He was in the world from the 
beginning, and man worshipped other gods; he came 
into the world in the flesh, and the ^vorld knew Him 
not; He came unto His own, and His own received 
Him not. Bat He came in order to make them receive 
Him, know Him, worship Him. He came to absorb 
this world into Himself; that, as He was light, so it 
might he light also. When He came. He had not a 
place to lay His head ; bnt He came to make Himself 
a place, to make Himself a home, to make Himself 
houses, to fashion for Himself a glorious dwelling out 
of this whole world, which the powers of evil had taken 
captive. He came in the dark, in the dark night was 
He bom, in a cave imdergfronnd ; in a cave where cattle 
were stabled, there was He housed ; in a rude manger 
was He laid. There first He laid His head; but He 
meant not, blessed be His Name 1 He meant not there 
to remain for ever. He did not resign Himself to that 
obscurity ; He came into that cave to leave it. The 
King of the Jews was bom to claim the kingdom; — 
yea, rather, the Hope of all nations and the King of the 
whole earth, the King of kings and Lord of lords ; and 
He gave not sleep to His eyes or slumber to His eye- 
lids,^' till He had changed His manger for a royal throne, 
and His grot for high palaces. Lift up your eyes, 
my brethren, and loolv around, for it is fulfilled at 
this day ; yea, long ago, for many ages, and in many 
countries. Wisdom hath builded her house, she hath 
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hewn out her seven pillars/' Where is tiie grot? 
where the stall for cattle? where the manger? where 
the grass and straw ? where the unseemly fumitore of 
that despised place? Is it possible that the Eternal 
Son should have been bom in a hole of the earth? was 
the great miracle there wrought, whereby a pure and 
spotless Virgin brought forth God? Strange con* 
descension undergone to secure a strange triumph ! 
He purposed to change the earthy and He began in 
the lowest pit, in a place of darkness, and in the deep/' 
All was to be by Him renewed, and He availed Himself 
of nothing that was, that out of nothing He might 
make all things. He was not born in the Temple of 
Jerusalem ; He abhorred the palace of David ; He laid 
Himself on the damp earth in the cold night, a light 
shining in a diirk place, till by the virtue that went out 
of Him, He should create a Temple worthy of His 
Name. 

And lo, in omen of the future, even in His cradle, 

the rick aud wise of the earth seek Him with gold, 
and frankincense, and myrrh, as an offering. And 
He puts aside the swaddling clothes, and takes instead 
''a coat without seam, woven from the top throughout/' 
And He changes water into wine; and Levi feasts 
Him ; and Zacchseus receives Him ; and Mary anoints 
His head. • Pass a few generations, and the whole face 
of things is changed; the earth is covered with His 
Temples ; as it has been for ag-es. Go where you will^ 
you find the eternal mountains hewn and fashioned 
into shrines where He may dwell, who was an outcast in 
the days of His flesh. Bivers and mines pay tribute 
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oi their richest jewels ; forests are searched for their 
choicest woods ; the skill of man is pat to task to use 
what nature furnishes. Gro through the countries 
where llis name is known, and vou will iind all that 
is rarest aud most wonderful in nature or art has been 
consecrated to Him. King^s paUices are poor, whether 
in architecture or in decoration, compared with the 
shrines vvliicli have been reared to Him. The Invisible 
Temple has become visible. As on a misty day, the 
gloom graduaUj melts and the sun brightens, so have 
the glories of the spiritual world lit up this world below. 
The dull and cold earth is penetrated by the rays. AH 
around we see glimpses or retiections of those heavenly 
things, which the elect of God shall one day see face to 
face. The kingtloms of this world are become the 
kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ; '^the Temple 
has sanctified the gold" and the prophecies made to the 
Church have been fulfilled to the letter. ^'The glory of 
Lebanon has been given unto it, the excellency of 
Carmel and Sharon/' "The glory of Lebanon, the fir- 
tree, the pine-tree, and the box together, to beautify the 
place of His sanctuary, and to make the place of His 
feet glorious. The multitude of camels have covered it, 
the dromedaries of Midian and Ephiah ; all they from 
Sheba have come ; they have brought gold and incense, 
and diown forth the praises of the Lord.'' " The labour 
of Egypt, and merchandize of Ethiopia, and of the 
Sabeans, men of stature, liave come over to it, in chains 
have they come over; they have fallen down, they have 
made supplication'." 

> laa. XXXV. 2; Ix. 6. 13; xiv. 14. 
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And He has made Ilim a Temple, not only out of in- 
animate things, but of men also as parts of it. Not gold 
and fiUver^ jewels and fine linen, and skill of man to uise 
tbem, make the House of God, but worshippers, tbe 
souls and bodies of men, whom He has redeemed. Not 
souls alone. He takes possession of the whole man, body 
as well as soul; for St. Paul says, ''I beseech you, 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
. present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service And He 
clajms us as His own, not one by one, but altogether, as 
one great company; for St. Peter says, that we "as 
living stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy 
priestihood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices, acceptable 
to (}Qd by Jesus Christ V All of us, and every one, and 
every part of every one, must go to make up His mystical 
body; for the Psalmist says, '^O God, my heart is 
ready ; I wiU sing and give praise with the best member 
that I have. Awake thou, lute and harp, I myself will 
awake right early. I will give thanks unto Thee, O 
Lord, among the people ; I will sing praises unto Thee 
among the nations ^J" Our tongues must preach Him, 
and our voices sing of Him, and our knees adore Him, 
and our hands supplicate Him, and our heads bow 
before Him, and our countenances beam of Him, and 
our gait herald Him. And hence arise joint worship, 
•forms of prayer, ceremonies of devotio/i, the course of 
services, orders of ministers, holy vestments, solemn 
music, and other things of a like nature; all which are, 

» Rom. xii. 1. 2 1 Pet. ii. 5. 3 Pg. cviii. 1—3. 
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as it were, the mcoming^ into this world of the Invisible 
Kingdom of Christy the fruit of its influence, the sample 
of its power^ the earnest of its victories^ the means of 
its manifestation. 

Things temporal have their visible establishment. 
Kings' courts and palaces, councils and armies, have 
dazzled the mnltitude^ and blinded them, tUl they wor* 
shipped them as idols. Snch is onr nature^ we must 
liave something to look up to. We cannot help ad- • 
miring something; and if there is nothing good to admire, 
we admire what is bad. When then men see proud 
Babel set np on high with all her show and pomp, 
when they see or hear of great cities, with their stately 
mansions, the streets swarming with chariots and horses 
innumerable, and the shops Med with splendid wares, 
and great men and women richly dressed, with many 
attendants, and men crying-. Bow the knee, and soldiers 
in bright array, with the sound of the trumpet, and 
other military music, and other things which one could 
mention, were it reverent to be particular, — simple men 
are tempted to look up to all this as the summit of per- 
fection and blessedness, nay, as I have said, to worship 
what seems to them, though they do not so express it^ 
the presence of the Unseen. Hence come in servility, 
coveting, jealousy, ambition ; men wish to be great in 
this world, and try to be great ; they aim at riches, or 
tiliey lie in wait for promotion. Christ, then, in order 
to counteract this evil, has mercifully set up His own 
court and His own jxtlity, that men might have some- 
thing to fix their eyes upon of a more Divine and holy 
character than the world can supply; that poveHy might 
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at least divide men^s admiiation with riches; that 

meekness might be set up on high as well as pride, and 
sanctity become our ambition as well as luxury. Saintly 
bishops with their clergy^ officials of all kiuds^ religious 
bodies, austere Nazarites, prayer and praise without 
ceasing, — all this hath Christ mercifully set up, to 
outshine the fascinations of the world.. So ran the 
promise: ''I have set watchmen upon thy walla^ O 
Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor 
night/' "Sing" unto tlie Lord a new song, and His 
praise from tlie end of the earth ; ye that go down to 
the sea, and all that is therein. . • . Let the wilderness 
and the cities thereof lift up their voice, the villages 
that Kedar doth inhabit; let the inhabitants of the rock 
sing; let theui shout from the top of the mountains. 
Let them give glory unto the Lord, and declare His 
praise in the islands And these words began to have 
their fulfilment even from the time that Christ came ; 
for, as I said when I began, St. Paul and St, Silas 9ang 
in the prison ; and when he and his party left Tyre, the 
men, women, and children, who accompanied them out, 
kneeled down on the shore with them, and prayed. Such 
were the forms of worship in the beginning; till, as 
time went on, the Church, like some fair tree, put out 
her branches and foliage, and stood complete in all 
manner of holy symbols and spiritual ordinances, an 
outward sign of that unseen Temple in which Christ 
had dwelt from the first. 
And now, in conclusion, let me observe, that such a 
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view as has been taken of tbe connexion of the ritual 

of religion with its spiritual and invisible power, will 
e^nable us to form a right estimate of tilings external^ 
and keep ns both from a canons and snperstitioiis use, 
and an arrogant neglect of them. The Temple is 
j^eater than the gold ; therefore care not thoug-h the 
gold be away-: — it sanctifies it; therefuie ciicnsh the 
gold while it is present. Christ is with us> though 
there be no outward show; suppose all the comely ap- 
pendages of our worship stripped otf, yet where two or 
* three are gathered together in His Name^ He is in the 
midst of them. Be it a cottage^ or the open fields, or 
even a prison or a dungeon^ Christ can be there^ and 
will be there, if His servants are there. You will ask 
whether this does not countenance persons who hold 
meetings apart from the Church, or who preach in the 
streets ? No, it does not ; because, in such cases, men 
do not meet toi^ether " in the Name of Christ/"' He 
says, " Where two or three are gathered together in My 
Name.'' Now, it does not follow that men are met in 
His Name because they say or think they are ; for He 
warns us, " Many shall come in My Name, saying, I 
am Christ, and shall deceive many/' Many a man 
Mnka he is speaking in Christ's Name, when he is 
preaching his own doctrine. Christ did not send such 
men, yet they have run ; and lie owns them not, though 
they even worship in Church. In Churoh, or in the 
fields, would be the same in this matter. Stone wails 
do not make a Church. Though they were in the vast* 
est, noblest, richest building on earth, still Christ would 
not be with those who preach another gospel than that 
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%vliicli He delivered once for all. This is the very point 
I am insisting" on. It is the Temple which sauctilicth 
the gold ; it is nothing hut the invisible and heavenly 
Presence which sanctifieth any place or any thing. 
MagTiifioent or mean, costly or common, it alone sancti- 
fies either worshippers or building. As it ;i\ ul^^ not to 
have samptnons Churches without the Spirit of Christ, 
80 it is but a mockery to have large congregations^ elo* 
quent prcnclierSj and much excitement, if that gracious 
Spirit is away. But where He really places His Xume, 
there, be the spot a palace or a cottage^ it is sacred and 
glorious. He who once lay in a manger^ will still con- 
descend to manifest Himself any where, as He did in 
primitive times. No indignities can be done to Him 
who inhabiteth eternity. Heaven is His throne, and 
earth His footstool "the very heaven of heavens can- 
not contain Ilim much less any house which wo can 
build. High or low is alike to Him. 

This is an obvious and very comfortable reflection, 
when we think of the great irreverences and profana- 
tions which sometimes take place iu Church, !Men 
come in lightly and thoughtlessly; they care not to 
uncover their heads; they talk, and laugh, and even 
sing, as if they were in a common building ; or, when 
there is any needful work to be done in it, and tools 
and other implements are brought in, they seem to 
think as if, all of a sudden, it were turned into an un* 
consecrated place, because it is neoe^ary to exercise a 
trade in it. Or, perhaps, if it so happen, they turn 
aside into it at other times, and think that God is not 
there, because man is not there to see them. And so 
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ag^^ when we go into certain Churches^ and see the 

neglected state in wliich they are left, the font cast aside, 
or, if not, used as a place to keep any sort of litter in j 
^nd the Holy Tahle mean and unsightly^ with a miser- 
able covering, and the pavement defiled and broken, and 
the whole building iu a state of ne<^lect, of which any 
neat person would be ashamed even in his own cottage 
(to say nothing what wealthy people would feel, if their 
rooms were left in such a condition) ; I say, when these 
and such like sigiits meet us, perhaps, for an instant, 
we are tempted to say, Can Christ be here ? Can the 
Holy Spirit deign to sanctify water for the washing 
away of sins, brought in, as it is, with such irreverence 
of manner, and in so mean a vessel ? . Or, can the life- 
giving Presence and the sacrificial power of Christ be 
upon that Altar ? nay, can it he an Altar, which is so 
wretched to look upon ? But, I ask, or i*ather, any one 
will ask himself, on second tlioughts. Could Christ be in 
a manger? Doubtless then He, whom the Angels of 
God worshipped as the Only-begotten, when brought 
into the world in a place for cattle, can he manifested, 
can be worshipped, in the most neglected Church. No ; 
our distress must not be at all for Eims such would be 
fiuperstitiotts and carnal; our distress must be for the 
insult offered llim, and so far as there is insult. If the 
state of neglect I am speaking of is no one's faidt, then 
distress there must be none. But if there be blame, 
then we may and must feel distress, that our Lord should 
be insulted by His own servants ; and yet more on their 
account, that they should insult Him. They who 
profane I{is Presence, who treat its resting-place as a 
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common house^ and make free with it, these men do not 
hurt Christ, but they hurt themselves. The Temple 
is greater than the gold. 

And, while He is displeased with the profane, He 
accepts such offerings as are made in faith, whether 
they he greater or less. He accepts our gold and our 
silver^ not tq honour Himself thereby^ but in mercy to 
us. When Mary poured the ointment upon His head, it 
was her advantage, not His ; He praised her, and said, 

She hath done what she could.''' Every one must do 
his best ; he must pray his best, he must sing his best, 
he must attend his best. If we did all, it wotild be 
little, not worthy of Him ; if we do little, it may suffice 
to show our faith, and He in His mercy will accept what- 
ever we can offer. He will accept, what we prefer giving 
to Him to giving- i o ourselves. When, instead of spend- 
ing money on our own homes, we spend it on His house, 
when we prefer that He should have the gold and silver 
to our having it, we do not make our worship more 
spiritual, hut we bring Christ nearer to us ; we show 
that we are in earnest, we evidence our faith. It re- 
quires very little of true faith and love, to feel an un* 
willingness to spend money on one's self. Fine dresses, 
fine houses, fine furniture^ fine establishments, are painful 
to a true Christian;, they create misgivings in his mind 
whether his portion is with the Saints or with the world. 
Rather he will feel it suitable to lay out his money in 
GocFs service, to feed tlie hungry, to clotlio the naked, 
to educate the young, to spread the knowledge of the 
truth; and^ among other pious objects, to build and to 
decorate the visible House of God* 
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Remember me, O my God, concerning' this, and 
wipe not out my good deeds that I have done for the 
house of my God^ and for the offices thereof Such 
was Nehemiah's prayer, when he had been stirred up to 
cleanse the sanctuary. ]\Li\ God remembur us also, if 
in any measure His grace has moved us to similar acts 
of zeal for His glory I And, O may He in His mercy 
grant lhat our outward show does not outstrip our 
inward progress; that whatever gift, rare or beautiful, 
we introduce here, may be but a figure of inward beauty 
and unseen sanctity ornamenting our hearts 1 Hearts 
are the tnle shrine wherein Christ must dwell. The 
Kings's daughter is all-glorions within and when we 
are repenting j1' ]uist sin, and cleansing ourselves from 
all defilement of flesh and spirit, and perfecting holiness 
in the fear of the Lord, then, and then only, may we 
safely employ ourselves iu brightening^, embellishing, 
and making glorious the dwelling-place of His invisible 
Presence, doing it with that severity, gravity, and awe, 
which a chastened heart and soher thoughts will teach 
n8» 

" Neh. ziii. 14. 
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" The glory qfZehamm shall come unto thee, ihe fir*iree, the pine-^ree, 
and ike lo» tctffether, to beaniif^ the place of My 8an«iiunyt mi X 
wUl make t^ place <^ My feet fflorume,'* 

Tj^VERY attentive reader of Scripture must be aware 



what stress is there laid upon the duty of costliness 
and magnificence in the public service of Ood. DveiL 

in the first rudiments of the Church, Jacob, an outcast 
and wanderer, after the vision of the Ladder of Angek, 
thought it not enough to bow down he&xx^ the. Unseen 
Presence^ but ported with, or, as the world would say, 
wasted a portion of the provisions he liad with him for 
tlie way, in an act of worship. Like David, he did ^ot 

offer unto the Lord of that which cost him npjlihingj" 
but like that reli^ous woman at the opening of a more 
g-racious Coveuanl, though lie hud not "an alabaster, 
box of ointment of spikenard very precious,'^ yet he did 

what he could making a sacrifice less than hers in 
its costliness^ greater in bis own destitute condition, for 
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he " took the stone that he had put for his piUuwSj and 
set it up for a pillar^ and poured oil upon the top of 

What Jacob did as a solitary pil^m^ David as a 
wealthy king, Mary as a private woman^ is pressed 
upon lis both in sacred history and in prophecy^ as ful- 
filled under the Law^ as foretold of the Gospel. The 
Book of Exodus shows what cost was lavished upon the 
Tabernacle even in the wilderness ; the Books of Kings 
and Chronicles set before us the devotion of hearty the 
sedulous zeal^ the carelessness of expense or toil, with 
which the first Temple was reared upon Mount Sion, 
in the commencement of the monarchy of Israel. " Now 
have I prepared/' says David^ all my might for the 
house of mj Grod, the gold . . and the silver • . and 
the brass . . the iron . . and wood . . onyx stones, 
and stones to be set^ glistering stones^ and of divers 
colours, and all manner of precious stones, and marble 
stones in abundance. Moreover, because I have 9et my 
affection to the house of my God, I have of my oion 
proper good, of gold and silver, which I have given to 
the house of my God, over and above all that I have 
prepared for the Holy House/' And he rejoiced with 
great joy,^' and "blessed the Lord,^^ because the people 
also offered willingly ^ because with perfect heart they 
offered willingly to the Xjord/' And Solomon, when he 
came to use these costiy ofi'erings, sent to another 
country for "a cunnin«r man/' "skilful to work in 
gold, and in silver, in brass, in iron, in stone, and in 

^ Qcn. xxviii. 18. 
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timber, in purple, in blue, and in fine liiicn, and in 
crimson; also to grave any manner of graving, and to 
find out eveiy device which should be put to him, with 
the cunning men in Judah and in Jerusalem Such 
was tiie outward splendour of the Jewish Sanctuary; nor 
were the glories of the Christian to be less outward and 
visible, though they were to be more spiritual also. The 
words of the Prophet in the text are but one instance out 
of several, of the promise of temporal majj^nificence made 
to that Covenant which was to be eternal. The glory 
of Lebanon/' says Isaiah, addressing the Gospel Church, 

shall come unto thee, the fir-tree, the pine-tree, and the 
box together, to beautify the place of My Sanctuary; 
and I will make the place of My feet glorious/^ Again ; 

For brass I will bring gold, and for iron I will bring 
silver, and for wood harass, and for stones iron ; thou 
shalt call thy walls Salvation, and thy gates Praise/' 
And again ; O thou afflicted, tossed with tempest, and 
not comforted, behold, I will lay thy stones with fair 
colours, and lay thy fV)uiidations witli sapphires. And 
I will make thy windows of agates, and thy gates of 
carbuncles, and all thy borders of pleasant stones 
Now if it be said that some of these expressions are 
figurative, this niay be true ; but still the very fact that 
such figures are used in the prophecy, would seem to 
show that the materials literally denoted may be suitably 
used in its fulfilment, unless, indeed, such use is actually 
forbidden. They do not cease to be figures because they 
are actually present as well as spoken of. Eeal gold is 

1 1 Chpoo. zxix. 2, 3. 0, 10. 2 Cbron. ii. 7. 14. 
s Isa.lx. 17, 18; llv. 11, 12. 
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as much a fi<>ure in the Church, as the mention of it is 
such in Scripture ; and it is surely in itself dutiful 
and pleasant thus to make much of the words of 
splred truth; and, moreover, the mere cirenmstanoe 
that, when tlie (iospel came. Christians did thus pro- 
ceed, and sanctiiied the precious things of this world 
to religions uses, looks like the fulfilment of the pro- 
phecy, and is of the nature of an authoritatiTe command. 

However, it may be objected that every attentive 
reader of Scripture will be familiar with this circum- 
stance also, that such outward splendour in the worship 
of God is spoken of in terms of censure or jealousy by 
our Lord and Saviour. Thus He says, wlieu euuine- 
ratiu<»^ the offences of the Pharisees, Woe unto you, 
Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites 1 for ye make dean the 
(mtside of the cup and of the platter, but within they 
are full of extortion and excess." And a<^ain, ^' Ye are 
like unto whited sepulchres, wliich indeed appear beautiful 
outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of 
all nncleannoss/' And when His disciples pointed out 
to our Lord the ^reat size of the stones of whieh the 
Temple was built, — a Temple, let it be noted, thus orna-. 
mented by the impious Herod, — He answered abruptly. 

There shall not be left here one stone upon another, 
that shall not be thrown down V" 

These passages certainly should be taken into account ; 
but what do they mean ? did our Saviour say that mag- 
nificence in worshippini^ God, mn<^nificence in His house, 
in its furniture, and in its decorations, is wrong, wrong 
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since He has come into the world ? Does lie discourage 
us from building handsome Churches, or beautifylDg the 
ceremonial of religion ? Did He exhort us to niggard- 
ness ? did He put a slight on architectural skill ? did 
He imply we ahoulJ please Him the more, the less study 
and trouble we gave to the externals of worship ? In 
rejecting the offering of Herod, did He forhid the de* 
votion of Christians ? 

This is what many persons think. I do not cx;i-- 
gerate when I sa} , that they think the more homely 
and familiar their worship is, the more spiritual it 
becomes. And they argue, that to aim at external 
beautv in the service of the Sanctuarv, is to be like the 
Pharisees, to be fair without and hollow within ; that 
whereas the Pharisees pretended a sanctity and religious- 
ness outside which they had not inside, therefore, every 
one wiio aims at outward religion sacrifices to it inw ard. 

This is a consideration worth dwelling* on ; not indeed 
for its own weight, but because it weighs with so many 
people. The objection is this; because the hollow Pha- 
risees were outwardly holy, therefore every one who 
shows any outward hoUness is, or is in danger of 
becoming, a Pharisee. 

Now, to take a parallel instance, most of us perhaps 
have heard a proverb, that " cleanliness is next to godli- 
ness/' which means, that the habit spoken of is of a 
moral nature, at least acddentally, and is a moral excel* 
lence, and that those who are deficient in it are com- 
monly deticient also in other and more religious excel- 
lences also. Who among us will not admit that nothing 
is more unwelcome, nay, under circumstances, nothing 
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raises more f^erions and anxious thoughts, than the ab- 
sence of neatness tiiid what is called tidiness, in. appear- 
ance and dress ? We can often tell at once how youngs 
persons are conducting themselveB by the first glance at 
them. Alas ! we read what is painful in their history ; 
we read of a change in their religious state in the dis- 
order of their look and the negligence of their gait. 
Or enter a Tillage school : are we not at once pleased 
with a neat and bright-faced child ? and do we not at 
once take a dislike to such as are not so ? 

But, now, suppose any one were to come to us and 
say, This is all outside ; what God requires is a dean 
heart., not a neat appearance would this seem a perti- 
nent objection ? We should answer surely, that what 
our duty requires of us is cleanness of heart and decency 
of attire also ; that the one point of duty does not in- 
terfere with the other; nay, on the contrary, that 
inward exactness and sanctity are likely to %1iOW 
themselves in this very way, — ^in propriety of appear- 
ance; and that if persons who are exact in their 
lives are, notwithstanding, negligent in their persons, 
this ought not to be so, and we wish it were otherwise. 

But supposing the objector went on to say that those . 
who were neat and respectable in their persons and 
homes had often very bad tempers, were ever making a 
point of being neat, and what is called particular,^^ 
and quarrelled with every one who interfered with their 
own habits and ways. We should answer, that if so, it 
was to be lamented ; but still, in spite of this, it was a 
right thing to be neat, and a wrong thing to be slovenly ; 
that exactness within best showed itself in exactness 

« 
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without, and that cleanliness was the natural and most 
appropriate attendant on godliness. 

And again; supposing the objector in question said 
that propriety in dress became love of fineiy ; that those 
who attended to their persons became vain ; that it was 
impossible to be neat and respectable without going on 
to dress gaily^ and making a show to attract the atten- 
tion of others. We should answer that all this ought 
not to be, and was very wrong ; tliai \ anity was a great 
sin j that those who studied their dress disobeyed our 
Lord's command not to think about raiment, and were 
exposing themselves to temptations, and were going 
forth they knew not whither, going the way of death, 
going the way to become reckless, as al)out greater 
matters, so about dress itself. This we shoidd say \ but 
we should add, that such considerations did not prove 
that neatness and decency were not praiseworthy, but 
that love of finery was perilous, and vanity sinful. 

But supposing the objector supported what he said by 
Scripture: supposing he said, for instance, that our 
Lord blamed persons who washed their hands before 
eating bread, and that this proves that washing the 
hands before a meal is wrong. I am taking no fictitious 
case; such objections really have been made before 
now : yet the answer surely is easy, namely, that our 
Saviour objected, not to the mere washing of the hands, 
but to the making too much of such an observance ; to 
our thinking it religion, thinking that it would stand in 
the stead of inward religion, and wouid make up for sins 
of the heart* This is what He condemned, the show of 
great attention to outward things, whUe inward things. 
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wiiich were more important, were negkctecL This, He 
says Himself, in His denunciation of the Pharisees, 
"These oaght ye to have done,^' He says, and not 
to leave the other/' the inward, undone,^* He says 
expressly they ought to do the outward, but they ought 
to do more. They did the one and not the other; they 
ought to have done both the one and the other. 

Now> apply this to the case of beautifying Churches : 
— as is neatness and decency in an individual, such is 
tlecoration in a Church ; and as we should bo offended 
at slovenliness in an individual, so ought we to be 
offended at disorder and neglect in our Churdies. It is 
quite true, men are so perverse (as the Pharisees were) 
that they sometimes attend only to the outward forms, 
and neglect the inward spirit ; they may offer to Him 
costly furniture and goodly stones, while they axe cruel 
or bigoted ; — ;just as persons may be neat iu their own 
persons and houses, and yet be ill-tempered and quarrel- 
some. Or, again, they may carry their attention to the 
outward forms of religion too far, and become supersti* 
tious ; just as persons may carry on a love of neatness 
into love of finery. And, moreover, Scripture speaks 
against the hypocrisy of those who are reUgioos 
outwardly, while they live in sin, — just as it speaks 
ai^ainst those wiio wash their hands, wliile their heart 
is dehled. Btit still, in spite of all this, propriety in 
appearance and dress is a virtue, — ^is next to godliness; 
and, in like manner, decency and revei^ce ore to be 
observed in the wursliip of God, and are next to devotion, 
in spite of its being true that not ail are holy who are 
grave and severe, not ail devout who are munificent. 
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What Scripture reproves is the ineormstency , or what 
it more solemnly called the hyj^ocruy of being fair with- 
out and foul within j of bang leligious in appearance^ 
not in- truth. It w»» one offenoe not to be religious^ it 
was a second offence to pretend to be relig-ious. ''Ye 
fools/' says our Lord, did not He that made that 
which is without^ make that which is within also 
Such as a man is outwardly, such should he be in* 
waixlly. " How can ye, being evil, speak ^ood ikings ? 
lor out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speak- 
eth. A good man^ out of the good treasure of the 
heart, bringeth forth good things; and an evil man, out 
of the evil treasure, bringeth forth evil thing's The 
light of Divine truth, when in the heart, ought to beam 
forth outwardly ; and when a man is dark within, well 
were it that he should show himself outwardly what he 
is. Such as a man is inside, such should be his out- 
side. Well; but do you not see that such a view of 
doctrine condemns not only those who. affect outward 
religion without inward, but those also who affect in- 
ward without outward ? For, if it is an inconsistency 
to pretend to religion outwardly, while we neglect it 
inwardly^ it is also an inconsistency, surely, to neglect 
it ontwaxdly while we pretraid to it inwardly. It is 
wrong, surely, to believe and not to profess ; wrong to 
put our light under a bushel. St. Paul says expressly, 
^'If thou shalt eo9tf<m mik My mouiA the Lord Jesus, 
axid shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised 
Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved *" Belief is 
not enough ; we must confess. Nor must we confess 
>Liikesi.40. Matt. zii. 84, 86. * Boin.x.9. 
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with OUT mouth only ; but by word and by deed^ by 

speech and by silence, by doing* and by not doing", by 
walk and conversation, when in company and when 
alone^ in time and in place, when we labour and when 
we rest, when we lie down and when we rise up, in 
youth and in age, in life and in death, — and, in like 
manner, in the world and in Church. Now, to adorn 
the worship of God our Saviour, to make the beauty of 
holiness visible, to bring o£fbrings to the Sanctuaiy, to 
be curious in architecture, and reverent in ceremonies, — 
ail this external religion is a sort of profession and con- 
fession; it is nothing but what is natural, nothing but 
what is consistent, in those who are cultivating the* life 
of religion within. It is most unbecoming, most offen- 
sive, in those who are not religious ; but most becoming, 
most necessary, in those who are so. 

Persons who put aside gravity and comeliness in the 
worship of (jiod, that lliey may pray more spiritually, 
forget that God is a Maker of all things, viuble as well 
as invisible; that He is the Lord of our bodies as 
• well as of our souls; that He is to be worshipped 
in public as well as in secret. The Creator of this 
w orld is none other than the Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; there are not two Gods, one of matter, one of 
spirit; one of tiiie Law, and one of the Gospel. There is 
one God, and He is Lord of all we are, and all we have ; 
and, therefore, all we do must be stamped with His seal 
and signature. We must b^^, indeed, with the heart ; 
for out of the heart proceed all good and evil ; but while 
we begin with the heart, we must not end with the 
heart. We must not give up this visible world, as if it 
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came of the evil one. It is out dnty to clianj»e it into 
the kingdom of heaven. We must manifest the king"- 
dom of heaven upon earth. The light of Divine truth 
must proceed our hearts, and shine out upon every 
thing we are, and every thing we do. It must bring 
the whole man^ soul and body, into captivity to Christ. 
They who are holy in spirit^ are holy in body. They 
who submit their wills to Christy bow their bodies; 
they who oft'er the heart, bow the knee ; they who have 
faith in His Name, bow the head ; they who honour 
His cross inwardly, are not adiamed of it before men. 
They who rejoice mth their brethren in their common 
salvation, and desire to worship together, huild a 
place to worship in, and they build it as the ex- 
premm of their feelings, of their mutual love, of their 
common reverence. They buUd a building which will, 
as it were, speak ; which will profess and confess Clirist 
their Saviour; which will herald forth His death and 
passion at first sight; which will remind all who enter 
that we are saved 1 > > His cross, and must bear our cross 
after Him. They will buiul w hat may tell out their • 
deepest and most sacred thoughts, which they dare not 
utter in word: not a misshapen building, not a 
sordid building, but a noble dwelling, a palace all- 
glorious w iUiiii ; unlit, indeed, for God^s hi<j;'h ^[ajesty, 
whom even the heaven of heavens cannot contain, but 
fit to express the feelings of the builders, — a monument 
which may stand and (as it were) preach to all the 
world wiiilc the world lasts; which may show how they 
desire to praise, bless, and glorify their eternal Eene- 
fiustor; how they desire to get others to praise Him 

[VI] X 
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also ; a Temple whicli may cry out to all parsers by, 
''Oil, maguiiy the Lord our God, and fall down before His 
footstool, for He is Holy ! Oh, ma^ify the Lord our 
God, and worship Him upon His holy hill, for the Lord 
our God is Holy * r 

Tins, then, is the real state of the case; and when our 
Lord blamed the Pharisees as hypocrites, it was not for 
attending to the outside of the cup, but for not attend- 
ing to the inside also. 

Now, in answer to the parallel I have been drawing- 
out, it may be objected, that if the decoration of God's 
public service be like the personal duty of propriety in 
dress and demeanour, then decoration is wrong when it 
is intentional and studied. Those who are anxious how 
they look, and what others think of them, are in the 
way to be vain, if they are not so already; decorum 
should be the sjjonianeotis result of inward exactness ; 
grace in manner and apparel should be the mere outward 
image of harmony and purity of soul. Therefore, holy 
persons attire themselves with simplicity, speak with 
modesty, behave with gravity. Their ease^ and their 
amiableness, and their gentleness, and their composure, 
and their majesty, are as little known to themselves as 
the features of their countenance. If, then, the parallel 
holds, external religion becomes excePvsive as soon as it 
is made an object; and this, of course, becomes prac- 
tically an argument against all consecration of wealth 
and of art to the worship of God.** One single remark, 
however, is suillcient to invalidate this objection ; for, 
let it be observed, in making much of our own appear- 

i Fa. xcuc. 6. 9. 
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anoe, we are eontemplating ourselves ; but in making 
much of the ceremonial of reli«^ion, we are contem- 
plating anotliev, and Him our Maker and E;edeemer. 
This is so obvious and decisive a distinction^ that I 
should not care to notice the objection to which it is 
an answer, except that it will open ui»uu us a further 
consideration connected with our subject. For it so 
hapx>ens that^ at presentj far from acknowledging its 
force, it is the way of the world to be most sensitively 
jealous of over-embelLibiirnent in the worship of God, 
while it has no scruples or misgivings whatever at 
an excess of splendour and magnificence in its own 
apparel, houses^ furniture^ equipages^ and . establish- 
ments. 

I say it is the way with us Englishmen^ who are the 
richest people upon eartb^ to lay out our wealth upon 
ourselves ; and when the thought crosses our minds, if it 

ever does, that such an application of God's bounties is 
unworthy those who are named af ter Him who was bom 
in a stable, and died upon the Cross, we quiet them by 
asking, "What is the use of all the precious things 
which God has given us, if we may not enjoy them ? 
The earth overflows with beauty and richness, and man 
is gifted with skill to improve and perfect what he 
finds in it. \Vhat delicate and costly things do the 
streets of any rich town present to our eyes ! what 
bales of merchandize I what fine linen I what silks from 
afar ! what precious metals ! what jewels ! what choice 
marbles! and what exquisite workmaubhi]), making 
w'hat is in itself excellent, of double wortii ! What,'^ it 
is inquired, can be done with all this bounty of Frovi- 

X 2 
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dence? has He not poured it all lavislily into our 

hands? was it g-iven, except to be used? And what is 
true of the more precious things, is true of the less 
precious \ it is true of such things as come in the way of 
ordinar V' persons ; the luxuries of opulence are^ in their 
degree, offered to all of us, as if we were opulent, for we 
partake ia the common opulence of our country ; why, 
then, may we not enjoy the gifts of nature and art, 
which God has given V* 

I have already suggested the tnie answer to this 
difficulty. The earth is full of God's wonderful works, 
do you say, and what are- we to do with them ? what to 
do with marbles and precious stones, gold and silver, and 
fine linen ? Give them to God. Render them to Him 
from whom, and through whom, and to whom are all 
things. Thi8ktheirproperdestm,.«on. Isitabethir 
thing to dress up our sinful bodies in silk and jewels, 
or to ornament therewith God's House and God's 
ritual? Does any one doubt what all these excellent 
things are meant for ? or, at least, can he doubt what 
they are not meant for ? not meant, surely, for sinners 
to make themselves fine withal. What presumption 
would that be, what senselessness 1 Does not the whole 
world speak in praise of Gt>d ? Does not CTery star in 
the sky, every tree and flower upon earth, all that grows, 
all that endures, the leafy woods, the everlasting moun- 
tains, speak of God ? Do not the pearls in the sea, and 
the jewels in the rocks, and the metals in the mine, and 
the marbles in the quarry, — do not all rieh and beautiful 
substances every where witness of Him who made them? 
Are they not His work. His token. His glory ? Are they 
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not a portion of a vast natural Temple^ the heavensj 
earthy and sea^— a vast Cathedral for the Bishop of our 
souls, the All-sufficient Priest, who first created all 

things, and then again, becamCj by purchase, their 
Possessor? Does it not strike you, then, as extreme 
presumption, and a sort of sacrilege, to consecrate them 
to any one's glory but God's ? If we saw things aright, 
could there be a more frightful spectacle, an instance of 
more complete self- worship, a more detestable idolatry, 
than men and women making themselves fine that 
others might admire them? keeping all these things 
for self, denying them to the rightful Owner? viewing 
them as if mere works of nature,'^ as they are some- 
times called, and incapable of any religious purpose ? 
BecoUect Herod; he was smitten by the Angel and 
eaten of worms, because he gave not God the glory ; 
and how did he withhold it ? By arraying himself in 
royal apparel, making an oration, and being patient of 
the cry, It is the voice of a god and not of a man/' 
The royal apparel was imputed to him as a sm, because 
he used it, not to remind himself that he was God's 
minister, hut to impress upon the people that he was a 
god. And every one, high and low, who is in the prac- 
tice of dressing ostentatiously, whetlicr in silk or in cot- 
ton, that is, every one who dresses to be looked at and 
admired, is using God's gifts for an idol's service, and 
offering them up to self. 

No; let us master this great and simple truth, that 
all rich materials and productions of this world, being 
God's 1 ! vperty, are intended for God's service ; and sin 
only, nothing but sin, turns them to a different purpose. 
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Ail things are His ; He in His bounty has allowed us to 
take freely of all that is in the worlds for food, clothing, 
and lodging ; He allows us a large range. He afflicts us 
not by harsh restrictions ; He gives us a discretionary 
use, for which we are answera])le to Hini alone. Still, 
after all permission, on the whole we must not take what 
we do not need. We may take for life, for comfort, for 
enjoyment ; not for luxury, not for pride. Let us give 
Him of His own, as David s])caks \ let us honour Him, 
and not ourselyes. Let the house of God be richly 
adorned, for it is His dwelling-place ; priests, for they 
represent liini ; kings, mag-istrates, judges, heads of 
families, for thcy are His ministers. These are called 
gods in Scripture, and all that is called Grod or that is 
worshipped,'^ may receive of His gifts whose I<^ame they 
bear. Nothing, liowever rich, is siniul, \vliicli has a 
religious meaning ; which renainds us of God, — or of the 
absent, whom we revere or love, — or of relations or 
firiends departed ; or which is a gift, and not a purchase. 
In proportion as we disengage it from the thought of 
self, and associate it with piety towards others, do we 
suceeed in sanctifying it. 

Hence it is that while Abraham sent jewels to Re* 
bekah, and Jacob made Joseph a coat of many colours, 
St. Paul gives his judgment that women adorn them« 
selves with shamefaoedness and sobriety, w>t with 
broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or costly array and 
St. Peter, that then adorning should not he " that 
outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing 
of gold, or of putting on of apparel, but the hidden man 
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of the heart Or again; Lumpare the Book ofEzekiel 
with the Apocalypse, and you will see the right and the 
wrong use of earthly magnificence instanced in the city 
of Antichrist and Holy Jerusalem. God^s judgments 
are denounced upon Tyre by the Prophet, for beinic 
proud of her wealth and spending it on herself. Thou 
hast been in £den^ the garden of God; every precious 
stone was thy covering; the sardius^ topaz, and the 
diamond, the beryl, the onyx, and the jas])er, the 
sapphire, the carbuncle, and gold/' And wha.t followed 
or was involved in this ? Thine heart was lifted up 
because of thy beauty \ thou hast corrupted thy wisdom 
by reason of thy brightness ; I will cast tliee to the 
ground/^ On the other liand, of new Jerusalem we 
read also, that the foundations of her wall '^were gar- 
nished with all manner of precious stones. The first 
foundation was ja^iper, the second sapphire,, the thiixl a 
chalcedony^ the fourth an emerald^ the fifth sardonyx^ 
the sixth sardius, the seventh chrysolite^ the eighth 
beryl, the ninth a topaz^ the tenth a chrysoprasus, the 
eleventh a jacinth, the twelfth an amethyst. And tlie 
twelve gates were twelve pearls ; every several gate was. 
of one pearl, and the street of the city was pure gold as 
it were transparent glass/' And all this suitably; for 
it was God's city, aud the glory of God did lighten it, 
and the Lamb was the light thereof ^" 

Let us then, from what has been said, on the whole, 
learn this lesson : — ^to be at least as exact and as decent 
in the service of God, as we are in our o\vn persons and 

> 1 Tim. ii. 9. 1 Pet. iii. 3, 4. 
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our own homes ; and if we are in possession of precious 

things besides, let us rather devote them to God than 
keep them for ourselves. And let us never forget that 
all we can give> though of His creation, is worthless in 
comparison of the more precious gifts which He bestows 
on us in the Gospel. Though our Font and Altar were 
of costly marbles, though our communion vessels were 
•of gold and jewels, though our walls were covered with 
rich tapestries^ what is all this compared to Christ, the 
Son of God and Son of man, present here, but unseen I 
Let us use visible things not to hide, but to remind us 
of things invisible ; and let us pray Him, that while we 
cleanse the outside of the cup and of the platter. He 
will give us the Living Bread from heaven, and the 
Wine, which is His Blood. 
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THB WEAPONS OF SAINTS. 
(WHIXBinfTlDB.) 

Matv. zix. 90, 

*'Many thmt anfint $haU he iari, and the M Ml beJM/* 

rilHESE words are fulfilled under the Gospel in many 
ways. Our Saviour in one place applies them to 
the rejection of the Jews and the calling of the Gentiles; 
but in the context, in which they stand as I have cited 
them, they seem to have a further meanings, and to 
embody a great principle, which we all indeed acknow- 
ledgCj but are deficient in mastering. Under the dis« 
pensation of the Spirit all things were to become new 
and to be reversed. Strength, numbers, wealth, philo- 
sophy, eloquence, craft, experience of life, knowledge 
of human nature, these are the means by which worldly 
men have ever gained the world. But in that kingdom 
which Christ has set up, all is contrariwise. "The 
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God to the pulling down of strongholds.^' 
What was before in honour, has been dishonoured ; what 
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before was in dislionuar. Las come to honour; what before 
was successful, iails; what before failed, succeeds. 
What before was great, has become little ; what before 
was little, has become great. Weakness has conquered 
strength, for the hidden strenotU of God ''^is made 
perfect in weakness/^ Death has conquered life, for 
in that death is a more glorious resurrection. Spirit 
has conquered flesh; for that spirit is an inspiration 
from above. A new kingdom has been established, not 
merely different from all kingdoms before it, but con- 
traiy to them ; a paradox in the eyes of man, — ^the 
visible rule of the invisible Saviour. 

This great change in the history of the world is 
foretold or described in very many passages of Scrip-> 
ture. Take, for instance, St. Mary's Hymn, which 
we read every evening; she was no woman of high 
estate, the nursling of palaces and the pride of a 
people, yet she was chosen to an iUustrioos place in 
the Kingdom of heaven. What God began in her 
was a sort of type of His dealings with His Church. 
So she spoke of His " scattering the proud,^^ " putting 
down the mighty,^^ exalting the humble and meek,^^ 

filling the hungry with good things,'^ and sending 
the rich empty away."*^ This was a shadow or outline 
of that Kingdom of the Spirit, which was then coming 
on the earth. 

Again; when our Lord, in the beginning of His 

ministry, would declare the great principles and laws 
of His Kingdom, after what manner did He express 
Himself? Turn to the Sermon on the Mount. '^He 
opened His mouth and said, Blessed are the poor in 
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spirit, blessed are they that mourn^ blessed are the meek, 
blessed are they which are persecuted for nghteousness' 
8ake^'' Foverfy was to brin^ into the Church the 
riches of the Gentiles ; meekness was to conquer the 
earth ; sufi'ering was " to bind their kings in qhains, and 
their nobles with links of iron/^ 

On another occasion He added the counterpart: Woe 
unto you that are rich ! for ye have received your 
consolation ; woe unto you that are full ! for ye shall 
hunger ; woe unto you that laugh now 1 for ye shall 
mourn and weep; woe unto you when all men shall 
speak well of you ! for so did their fathers to the false 
prophets*." 

St. Paul addresses the Corinthians in the same tone : 
^'Ye see your calling, brethren, how that not many 

wise men after the flesh, not many niif^'lity, not many 
noble, are called : but God hath chosen the ibolish 
things of the world to confound the wise ; and God 
hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound 
the things which are mig-hty; and base thing's of 
the world, and things which are despised, hath God 
chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought 
things that are: that no flesh should glory in His 
presence*." 

Once more ; consider the Book of Psalms, which, 
if any part of the Old Testament, belongs immediately 
to Gospel times, and is the voice of the Christian 
Church ; what is the one idea in that sacred book of 
devotion from beginning to end ? This : that the weak, 
the oppressed, the defenceless shall be raised to rule 

' Matt. V. 2—10- 2 Luke vL 24-^26. * 1 Cor. i. 26—29. 
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the world in spite of its array of might_, its threats, 
and its terrors ; that the first shall be last, and the 
last first/' 

Such is'the kingdom of the sons of God ; and while 

it endures, there is ever a supernatural work ^oiiig on 
by which all that man thinks great is overcome, and 
what he despises prevails. 

YeSj so it is ; since Christ sent down gifts from on 
high, the Saints are ever taking possession of the 
kingdom, and with the weapons of Saints. The in- 
visible powers of the heavens, truth, meekness, and 
righteousness, are ever coming in npon the earth, ever 
pouring in^ gathering, thronging, warring, triumphing, 
under the guidance of Him who ''is alive and was 
dead, and is alive for evermore/' The beloved dis- 
ciple saw Him mounted on a white horse, and going 
forth " conquering and to conquer/' " And the armies 
which were in heaven followed Him upon white horses, 
clothed in fine linen, white and clean. And out of 
His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it He should 
smite the nations, and He shall rule them with a rod of 
iron^'' 

Now let us apply this great truth to ourselves; for 

be it ever recollected, we are the sons of God, we are 
the soldiers of Christ. The kingdom is within us, and 
among us, and around us. We are apt to speak of 
it as a matter of history ; we speak of it as at a dis- 
tance ; but really we arc a part of it, or ought to be ; 
and, as we wish to be a living portion of it, which is 
our only hope of salvation, we must leani what its 

1 Rev. »x. 14, 15. 
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characters are in order to imitate tliem. It is the 
characteristic of Christ's Churchy that the first should 
be laet^ and the last first j are we. realizing^ in ourselves 
and taking part in this wonderful appointment of 
God? 

Let me explain what I mean :— We have most of us 
by nature longings more or less, and aspirations, after 
something' greater than this world can give. Youth, 
especially, has a natural love oi u liai is noble and heroic. 
We like to hear marvellous tales, which throw us out 
of things as they are, and introduce us to things that 
are not. We so love the idea of the invisible, that we 
even build fabrics in the air for ourselves, il' hcuwiilv 
truth be not vouchsafed us. We love to fancy ourselves 
involved in circumstances of danger or trial, and ac- 
quitting ourselves well under them. Or we imagine 
some per ice lion, such as earth has not, which we follow, 
and render it our homage and our heart. Such is the 
state more or less of young persons before the world 
alters them, before the world comes upon them, as it 
often does very soon, with its pollutin'i', withering, de- 
basing, deadening intluence, before it breathes on them, 
and blights and parches, and strips off their green foliage, 
and leaves them, as dry and wintry trees without sap or 
sweetness. But in earl \ \ uutli we stand with our leavesand 
blossoms on which promise fruit ; we stand by the side 
of the still waters, with our hearts beating high, with 
longings after our unknown good, and with a sort of con- 
tempt for the fashions of the world ; with a contempt for 
the world, even though we engage in it. Even though 
we allow ourselves in our deg^^ to listen to it, and 
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to take part in its mere gaieties and amusements, yet 
we feel the while that our happiness is not th^; 
and we have not yet come to thinks though we are 
in the way to thinks that all that is beyond this 
world is after all an idle dream. We are on our wav 
to think it, for no one stands where he was; his 
desires after what he has not, his earnest thoughts 
after things unseen, if not fixed on their true objects, 
catch at something which lie does see, something earthly 
and perishable, and seduce him from God. But I am. 
speaking of men i^ore that time, before they have 
given their hearts to the world, which promises them 
true good, then cheats them, and then makes them 
beheve that there is no truth any where, and that they 
were fools for thinking it. But before that time, they 
have desires ai^r things above this world, which they 
embody in some form of this world, because they 
have no other way at all of realizing them. If 
they are in humble life, they dream of becoming their 
own masters, rising in the world, and securing an in- 
dependence ; if in a higher rank, they have ambitious 
thoughts of gaining a name and exercising power. 
While their hearts are thus unsettled, Christ comes 
to them, if they will receive Him, and promises to 
satisfy their great need, this hunger and thirst which 
wearies them. He does not wait till they have learned 
to ridicule high feelings as mere romantic dreams: 
He comes to the young; He has them baptized be- 
times, and then promises them, and in a higher way, 
those unknown blessings which they yearn aflber. He 
seems to say, in the words of the Apostle, ''What ye 
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ignorantly worship, that declare I unto you/' You 

are seeking* what you see not, I give it you ; you 
desire to be great, I will make you so; but observe 
how, — -juBt in the reverse way to what you expect ; the 
way to real glory is to become unknown and despised. 

He says, for instance, to the aspiring, as to His two 
Apostles, Whoseover will be great among you, let him 
be your minister ; and whosoever will be chief among 
you, let him be your servant ; even as the Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but to minister Here 
is our rule. The way to mount up is to go down. 
Every step we take downward, makes us higher in the 
kingdom of heaven. Do you desire to be great ? make 
yourselves little. There is a mysterious connexion be- 
tween real advancement and self-abasement. It you 
minister to the humble and despised, if you feed the 
hungry, tend the sick, succour the distressed; if you 
bear with the froward^ suljmit to insult, endure ins^rati- 
tude, render good lor evil, you are, as by a divine 
charm, getting power over the world and rising among 
the creatures. God has established this law. Thus He 
does His wonderful works. His instruments are poor 
and despised ; the world hardly knows their names, or 
not at all. They are busied about what the world 
thinks petty actions, and no one minds them. They 
are apparently set on no great works ; nothing is seen 
to come of what they do : they seem to fail. Nay, even 
as regards religious objects which they themselves pro* 
fess to desire, there is no natural and visible connexion 
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between tbeir doings and Bafferings and these desirable 
ends ; but there is an unseen connexion in tlie kingdom 
of God. They rise by falling. Plainly so, for no eon- 
. desoension em be so great as that of onr Lord Minuey. 
Now the more they abase themselves the more like they 
are io Ilini ; and the more like they are to Him, the 
greater must be their power with Him. 

When we once recognize this law of God^s providence 
we shall understand better^ and be more desirous to 
imitate, our Lord's precepts, such as the follow- 
ing :— 

Ye call Me Master and Lord : and ye say well i for 
so I am. If I then, your Lord and Master, have washed 

your feet ; ye also ought to wusli one anolhcr^s feet. For 
I have given you an example, tluvt ye should do as I 
have done to you. Verily, verily, I say unto you, The 
servant is not greater than his lord ; neither he that is 
sent greater than he that sent \nm" And then our 
Lord adds, "If yc know these things, happy are ye if 
ye do them As if He should say to us of this day. 
You know well that the Gospel was at the first preached 
and propagated by the poor and lowly against the world's 
power; you know that fishermen and publicans overcame 
the world. You know it; you are fond of bringing it 
foi*ward as an evidence of the truth of the Gospel, and 
of enlarging on it as something striking, and a topic for 
many words ; happy are ye if ye yourselves fulfil it; 
happy are ye i£pe caxry on the work of those fishermen ; 
if ye in your generation follow them as they followed 

> Johnzui.48— 17. 
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Me, and tritimpli over the world and ascend above it by 
a like self-abasement. 

Again^ ''When thoa art bidden of any man to a 
wedding, sit not down in the highest room ; . . . but 
when thou art bidden^ go and sit down in the lowest 
room^ that when he that bade thee cometh, he may say 
unto thee^ Friend, go up higher : then shalt thou have 
worship in the presence of them that sit at meat with 
thee; for whosoever exalteth himself shall be abased^ 
and he that humbleth himself shall be exalted Here 
is a rule which extends to whatever we do. It is 

dition of being exalted hereaffcer^ to cultivate here all 
kinds of little humiliations ; instead of loving display, 
putting ourselves forward, seeking to be noticed, being 
loud or eager in speech, and bent on having our own 
way, to be content, nay, to rejoice in being- made little 
of, to perform what to the flesh are servile oifices, to 
think it enough to be barely suffered among men, to he 
patient under calumny ; not to argue, not to judge, not 
to pronounce censures, unless a plain duty comes in ; 
and all this because our Lord has said that such con- 
duct is the very way to be exalted in His presence. 

Again, I say unto you, That ye resist not evil ; but 
whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to 
him the other also What a precept is this ? why is this 
voluntary degradation? what good can come to it? is it 
not an extravagance? Not to remt evil is going fjEtr; 
but to court it, to turn the left cheek to the aggressor 
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and to oier to be insulted ! wbat a wondeiful commandf 

What? must we take pleasure m iiidig'nities ? Surely we 
must; however diiiicult it be to understand it, however 
arduous and trying to practise it. Hear St. Paul's 
words; which are a comment on Christ's : ''Therefore I 
take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in necessities, 
in persecutions, in distresses ibr Christ's sake he adds 
the reason ; *^/or when I am wectk, then am I strong 
As healtii and . exercise and regular diet are necessary to 
strength of the body, so an enfeebling and afflicting' of 
the fiatural man^ chastising and afflicting of soul ^d 
body, are necessary to the exaltation of the soul. 

Again, St. Paul says, '' Avenge not yourselves, but 
rather give place unto wrath : for it is written. Ven- 
geance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord. There- 
fore if thine enemy liimger, feed him; if he thirst, give 
him drink ; for in so doing thou shalt heap coals of fire 
on his head^/' As if he said, This is a Christian' % 
revenge ; this is how a Christian heaps punishment and 
suffering on the head of his enemy ; viz. bj returning 
good for evil. Is there pleasure in seeing an injnrer and 
oppressor at your feet ? has a man wronged you, slan- 
dered you, tyrannized over you, abused your confidence, 
been ungrateful to you ? or to take what is more com- 
mon, has a man been insolent to you, shown contempt 
of you, thwarted you, outwitted you, been cruel to you, 
and you feel resentment, — and your feeling is this, " I 
wish him no ill, but I should like him just to be brought 
down for this, and to make amends to me;'' rather say, 

i2Cor.sillO. s B«D. sii. 1^ 2a 
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hard thoogli it be, I will overcome Hm witli love ; 
except severity be a duty, I will say nothings do noihiDg \ 
I will keep quiet, I will seek to do him a service I owe 
him a service, not a grudge ; and I will be kind, and 
sweet, and gentle, and composed ; and while I cannot 
disguise from him that I know well where he stands, 
and where still this shall be with all peaceableness 
and purity of affection." O hard duty, but most blessed ! 
for even to take into account the jpleodure of revenge, 
snch as it is, is there not greater gratification in thns 
melting the proud and injurious heart, than in triumphing 
over it outwardly, without subduing* it within ? Is there 
not more of true enjoyment^ in looking up to God, and 
calling Him (so to speak), as a witness of what is done, 
and having His Angels as conscious spectators of your 
triumph, though not a soul on earth knows any thing 
of it, than to have your mere carnal retaliation of evil 
for evil known and talked of, in the presence jqS. all, 
and more than all, who saw the insult or heard of the 
wrong? 

The case is the same as regards poverty, which it is 
the fiuthion of the world to regard not only as the 
greatest of evils, hut as the greatest digffraee* Men 
count it a disgrace, because it certainly does often arise 
horn carelessness, sloth, imprudence, and other iaults. 
But, in many cases, it is nothing else but the very state 
of life in which God has placed a man; but still, even 
then, it is equally despised by the world. Now if there 
is one thing clearly set forth in the Bible it is this, that 
^'Blessed are the poor/^ Our Saviour was the great 
example of poverty; He was a poor man StrPaul 
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says, " Ye know the ^ace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
thatj though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became 
pooTj that ye through His poverty might he rich Or 
consider St. Paul's very solemn language about the 
danger of wealth : " The love of money is the root of all 
evil, which while some coveted after, they have erred 
from the £uth, and pierced themselves through vrith 
many sorrows Can we doubt that poverty is under 
the Gospel better than riches ? I say under the Gospel, 
and in the regenerate, and in the true servants of God. 
Of course out of the Gospel, among the unregenerate, 
among the lovers of this world, it matters not whether 
one is rich or poor ; a man is any how unjustified, and 
there is no better or worse in his outward circumstances. 
But, I say, in ChriH the poor is in a more blessed lot 
than the wealthy. Ever since the Eternal Son of God 
was born in a stable, and had not a place to lay His 
head, and died an outcast and as a malefactor, heaven 
has been won by poverty, by disgrace, and by suffering. 
Not by these things in themselves, but by fidth working 
in and through them. 

These are a few out of many things which might be 
said on this most deep and serious subject. It is strange 
to say, but it is a truth which our own observation and 
experience will conhrm, that when a man discerns in 
himself most sin and humbles himself most, when his 
comelinoBS seems to him to vanish away and all his 
graces to wither, when be feels disgust at himself, and 
revolts at the thought of himselt, — seemb to himself all 

1 2 Cor. Tiii. 9. s i Tim. yi. 10. 
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dust and ashes, all foulness and odiousness, then it is 
that he is really rising in the kingdom of God : as it is 
said of Daniel^ From the first day that thou didst set 
thine heart to understand and to chasten thyself before 
thy God, thy words were heard, and I am come for thy 
words ^" 

Let us then^ my brethren^ understand our pkce> as 
the redeemed children of God. Some mmt be great in 

this world, but woe to those who make themselves 
great ; woe to any who take one step out of their way 
with this object before them. Of course no one is safe 
from the intrusion of corrupt motives ; but I speak of 
persons allotoing themselves in such a motive, and acting 
mainly from such a motive. Let this be the settled 
view of all who would promote Christ^s cause upon 
earth. If we are true to ourselves, nothing can really 
thwart us. Our warfare is not with carnal weapons, 
but with heavenly. The world does not understand 
what our real power is, and where it lies. And until 
we put ourselves into its hands of our own act, it can 
di) nothing against us. Till we leave off patience, 
meekness, purity, resignation, and peace, it can do 
nothing against that Tnith which is our birthright, 
. that Cause which is ours, as it has been the cause of all 
bauiLs before us. But let all who would labour for God 
in a dark time beware of any thing which ruffles, ex- 
cites, and in any way withdraws them from the love of 
God and Christ, and simple obedience to Him. 

This be our duty in the dark night, while we wait 
for the day ; while we wait for Him who is our Day, 

^ Dan. z. 12. 
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while we wait for His eomingf, who is gone, who will 
return^ and before whom all the tribes of the eai-th 
will moum^ but the sans of God will lejoice. '^It 
doth not yet appear what we sliall be: but we know 
that, w lien He shall appear, we shall be like Him ; for 
we shall see Him as He is. And every man that hath 
this hope in Him puiifieth himself^ even as He is pure 
It is our blessedness to be made like the all-holy, all* 
gracious, long-sufFering", and merciful God ; who made 
and who redeemed us ; in whose presence is perfect rest, 
and perfect peace; whom the Seraphim ace harmoniously 
praising, and the Cherubim tranquilly contemplating, 
and .Viigels silently serving, and the Church thankiuUy 
worshipping. All is order, repose^ love, and holiness in 
heaven. There is no anxiety, no ambition, no resent- 
ment, no discontent, no bitterness, no remorse, no 
tumult. " Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose 
mind is stayed on Thee : because He trusteth in Thee. 
Trust ye in the Lord for ever ; for in the Lord Jehovah 
is everlasting strength*.'' 



I 1 John iii. 2, 3. 
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FAITH WIIHOUX DEliOMSIfiAIIOM. 

■ 

• (tbinitt bvkdat.) 

JOHK IT, 48. 

''Meetfpt y« S9» iign» and wonden, y« wUl woi htU89$»** 

TX7E are now celebratiBg tbe last great Festival in 

' ' the course of Holy services whicli beg-an in Ad- 
vent; the Feast of the Ever-blessed Trinity, Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghost, whose mercy has planned, accom** 
plished, and wrought in ns ^Mife and immortality.^' 
And the present Festival has this peculiarity in it, — that 
it is the commemoration of a mystery. Other Festivals 
celebrate mysteries also, but not because they are 
mysteries. The Annunciation^ the birth of Christ, His 
<leath on the Cross, His liesurrection, the descent ut the 
Holy Ghost, are all mysteries ; but we celebrate them, 
not on this acoonnt, but for the blessings which we gain 
from them. But to-day we celebrate^ not an act of God's 
mercy towards us, but, forgetting ourselves, and looking 
only upon Him, we reverently and awfully, yet joyfully, 
extol tbe wonders, not of His works, but of His own 
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Nature. We lift up heart and ejes towards Him, and 
speak of what He is in Himself. We dare to speak ot* 
His everlasting and infinite Essence; we directly con- 
template a mysteiy, the deep nnfidhomahle mystery of 
the Trinity in Unity. 

Doubtless, from that deep mystery proceeds all that 
is to benefit and bless us. Without an Almighty Son 
we are not redeemed^ — ^without an £yer-present Spirit 
we are not justified and sanctified. Yet, on this day, we 
celebrate the mystery for its own sake, not for our sake. 

On this day^ then^ we should foiget ourselyes, and fix 
our thoughts upon God. Yet men are not willing 
to forget themselves ; they do not like to become, as it 
were, nothing, and to have no work but faith. They 
like aignment and proof better; they like to be con- 
vinced of a truth to their own satisfSEWtion before they 
receive it, when, perhaps, such satisfaction is impossible. 
This happens in the sacred subject before us. The solemn 
mystery of the Trinity in Unity is contained in Scrip- 
ture. We all know this; there is no doubt about it« 
Yet, though it be in Scripture, it does not follow that 
every one of us should be a fit judge whether and 
where it U in Scripture. It may be contained there 
fully, and yet we may be unable to see it fully, for various 
reasons. Now this is the great mistake which some 
persons fall into; they think, because the doctrine is 
maintained as being in Scripture by those who maintain 
it as true, that therefore they have a right to say that 
they will not believe it till it is proved to them from 
Scripture. It is nothing to them that the great multi- 
tude of good and holy men in all ages have held it. 
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Tliey act like Thomas, who would not believe his brother 
Apostles that our Lord was risen^ till he had as much 
proof as they^ and who said^ '^Except I see and touch 
for myself^ I will not believe/' And they are like (lie 
Jews wlium our Lord reproves in the text, sa3'ing^, 
" Except ye ses sig-ns and wonders, ye will not believe/' 
They call it an enlightened^ rational belief, to demand 
for themselTes proof from Scripture before they believe ; 
and they think that any other admission of the doctrine 
is blind and superstitious, and unacceptable to Almighty 
God. 

And when, perhaps, we have gone bo far as to indulge 
them, and to profess that we are willing to ])rove the 
doctrine from Scripture to their satisfaction, and thatj 
as a previous step to their believing and worshipping, 
then they meet us with such shallow and light-minded 
questions as the following : — Where in Scripture do 
you find the word Trinity ?" " Why do you insist upon 
it, if it is not in Scripture?'' Again, Where is the 
Holy Ghost eiq>re8sly and plainly called God, in Scrip- 
ture?" Again, "Where does Scripture speak of One 
Substance, Three Persons, as the Athanasian Creed 
speaks? Where, does Scripture say that the Son and 
the Holy Ghost are unereate ? where, that ' the Godhead 
of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost, is all 
one, the glory equal, the majesty co-eternal Y " And so 
they go through the whole of our Divine faith, carping, 
objecting, and traducing, even though they do not 
mean it ; and all for this^ — because they will be judges 
themselves what is in Scripture and what is not ; what 
necessary to salvation, and what not ; what words are 
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important, and what not; what sources of instruction 
God has given, besides Scripture, and what not. 

Now, on such conduct, I obseiye as follows : — ^thafc 
they who think it nnieasonableto believe witbont proof, 
are surely unreasonable themselves in so thinking. 
What warrant in reason, what right have they, to say 
that they will not believe the Creed nnless it is proved 
to them to be in Scriptnre ? They profess to act by 
reason. Well, then, I ask them. Is it according to 
reason to say, that they will not believe the Creed ^vith- 
out reasons drawn out to their satisfaction from Scrip* 
ture ? I think not ,* I think I can prove that it is not. 
I think a very few words will make it evident, that they 
are unreasonable and inconsistent in refusing to believe 
before they see the Scripture proof. 

1. I would ask, in the first place, whether we reason 
and prove before we act, in the affairs of this life ? For 
instance, we are bound to obey the laws ; we know that 
we shall get into great trouble if we do not; that if we 
break them, loss of property or imprisonment will be 
the consequence ; so that it is of great importance that 
we should obey them ; and we know that these laws are 
not always obvious to common sense; so that at times, 
a person may break them with the best intentions possi- 
ble, if he act upon his own private notions of right and 
wrong. Accordingly, every now and then you find 
persons, under particular circumstances, alarmed lest 
they should be unawares breaking the law ; find what 
do they then do ? they consult some one skilled in the 
law, who has made the law his study and profession* It 
never occurs to a man so circumstanced to buy law books. 
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and to make out the truth of any important matter for 
himselfj though it is really contaiiied in law books. No 1 
neither in ordinary nor in extraordinary matters does he 
trust his own judgment how the law stands. In ordi- 
nary matters he thinks it safe to go by the opinion 
of men in general; in extraordinary, he consults men 
learned in the law; — feeling too vividly how much is at 
stake to trust himself. It is not that he doubts, for an 
instant, that the laws of the land are put into writing, 
and are to be found in law books, and might be drawn 
out of them; but be distrusts himself. He distrusts^ 
not the law books, but his own ability. There is too 
great a risk, — too much at stake, — his property, his 
character, his person, are at stake. He cannot afford, in 
such a case, to indulge his love of argument, disputation, 
and tjriticism. No; this love of argument can only be 
indulged in a case in which we have no fears. It is 
reserved for religious subjects. Such subjects differ 
from all other practical subjects, as being those on 
which the world i'eels iVee to speculate, because it does 
noty^ar. It has no fears about religious doctrine, no 
keen sensibilities ; it does not feel, though it may con- 
fess, that its eternal interests are at stake. It suspends 
its judgment ; for what matters it to the world whether 
it makes up its mind on a point of religion, or no ? It 
can afford to say, I will not believe till I see proof in 
Scripture for believing,*' though it does not say, I will 
not believe lawyers till I understand the law," because 
it sees clearly and feels deeply that the law of the land is 
a real power, and that to come into collision with it is 
a real disaster; but it does not see and feel that ''the 
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Word of God is quick and powci [nl, and sharper than 
any two-edged sword, pierciiitj;' even to the dividing 
asnnder of eoul and spirit^ aad of the joints and marroWj 
and is a disoerner of the thoughts and intents of the 
heart/^ Men well understand that they nviII he sure to 
sutfer from human law^ for all they cannot judge ot it 
by themselyeB^ on the ground that they can, if they 
choose, get other competent men to judge for them ; bnt 
thev cannot be made to feel that they will hereafter have 
to answer for having been told the truth, however, or 
from whatever quarter they were told it,— at Churchy or 
from teachers, or from religions hooks. They act as if 
it were iio matter what they knew, unless they came to 
know it in one particular way, tb rough Scripture. 

Now^ surely^ this parallel holds most exactly^ unless 
one or other of two things conld be shown, — unle* we 
have reason for thinking, first, that it matters not vhat 
we believe ; or, secondly, that no iaith is acceptable in 
the case of individuals which does not arise from their 
own personal inferencei from Scripture. Let, then^ 
grounds be prochiced for either of these two positions, — 
that correct faith is unimportant^ or that personal faith 
must be built upon ai^;ument and proof. Till then, 
surely the general opinion of all men around us, and that 
from the first, — the belief of our teachers, friends, and 
superiors, and of all Christians in all times and places, — 
that the doctrine of the Holy Trinity must be held in 
order to salvation, is as good a reason for our believing 
it ourselves, even without being able to prove it in all 
its parts from Scripture; I say, this general reception 
of it by others, is as good a reason for accepting it 
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without hesitation, considering* the fearful conseq ucnces 
which may follow from not accepting it, as the general 
belief how the law stands and the opinion of skilful law- 
yers about the law is a reason for followingtheir viewof the 
law, though \vc cannot verify that view from kiw books. 

2. But it may here be Baid^ that the cases are dif- 
ferent in this respect, — that the commonly-received 
notions about what the land of the land is, do not im- 
pose upon our belief any thing improbable or difficult 
to accept^ but that the Catholic doctrine of the Trinity 
is mysterious and unlikely; and, therefore, though it 
is reasonable to go by what others say in legal matters, 
it is not reasonable to go by others in respect to this 
doctrine. 

Now, on the contrary, I consider that this myste- 
riousnesB is, as far as it proves any thing, a recommen- 
dation of the doctrine. I do not say that it u true, 
because it is mysterious but that if it Le true, it cannot 
help being mysterious. It would be strange, indeed, 
as has often been urged in argument, if any doctrine 
concerning God''s infinite and eternal Nature were not 
mysterious. It would even be an objection to any pro- 
fessed doctrine concerning His Nature, if it were not 
mysterious. That the sacred doctrine, then, of the 
Trinity in Unity is mysterious, is no objection to it, 
but rather the contrary; the only objection that can 
plausibly be urged is, why, if so, should it be revealed? 
Why should we be told any iking about God^s Adorable 
Nature, if incomprehensible He is, and mysterious the 
doctrine about Him must be ? This, it is true, we ma^ 
ask; though can we ask it piously and reverently? how 
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can W€ be judges what He will do on sttch a point ? how 

can wcy worms of the earth, and creatures of a day, 
pretend to determine what is most suitable to Him 
to tell> what is best for ns to know, when He conde- 
scends to reveal Himself to us ? Is it not enougli for 
us that lie speaks to us at all ? and cannot we consent 
to leave Him (if I may so express myself) to speak to 
us in His own way? Whether, then. He will reveal 
to us any thing about His own Nature or no, our reason 
cannot determine; but this it can determine, that j/* 
He does, it will be mysterious. It is no o^'dc^ton^ .then, 
I repeat, to the doctrine, that it is mysterious ; and it 
is no reason, therefore, against receiving it on the 
general belief of others, that it is mysterious. It is not 
more improbable that that doctrine should be what it is, 
than that the law of the land should he what it is ; and 
as we believe the testimony of others about the law, 
without having studied the law, so we may well receive 
the doctrine of the Trinity on the testimony of our 
friends and superiors, our Church, all good men, learned 
men, and men in general, though wc have not learning, 
attainments, or leisure sufficient to draw it for ourselves 
from Scripture. It is not stranger that the testimony 
of others should be our guide as to the next world, than 
that it is our guide m this. 

This is the first answer that I should make to this 
objection ; but now I wiU give another, which will open 
the state of the case more fully. 

I suppose, then, there is no one who has not heard of, 
and no one but would be shocked at seeing, what is 
caUed an Atheist, that is, a person who denies that there 
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is any Gk>d at all. We should be shocked, not from any 

unchristian feeling towards tlic unhapj)}' man who 
blasphemed his Maker and Saviour, but, without think- 
\sig of kim, we ghpnld feel that Satan alone could be 
the author of such an impiety, and we should be sure 
that we hod close beside us a very special manifestation 
of Satan. We should be shocked to think how very 
low human natm'e could fall, when it so yielded to the 
temptations of Satan. Such would be our feelings, 
and surely very right ones ; yet, perhaps, the unhappy 
ipm^ in question, quite unconscious himself of his great 
misery, as unconscious as persons who deny the doctrine 
of the Trinity are of theirs* (for this is the property of 
Satan^s delusions, that the men seized by them do not 
sa^[>ect that they are delusions), I say, this man, alto- 
gether unconscious what a mournful object he was to 
all belieyers, might begin to argue and dispute in his de* 
fence, and his argument might be such as the following : 

".You tell me that I must believe in a God, but 
I want this doctrine proved to my satisfaction before I 
beUeve it. It is very unreasonable in you to deal with 
me in any other way. Nay, you have gone against 
reason in your own case, in that you believe. For which 
of you has j9 ver set about proving that God exists ? which 
of you has not believed it before proving it? You 
believe it because you have been taught it. But prove 
to me the truth of this doctrine from the world which 
we see and touch, from the course of nature and of 
human affiurs, and then I will believe it.'' 

Now is it not a very happy thing that ineii are 
not accustomed to speak in this way? Whyj if so^ 
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all our life would be spent in proving things; onr 
whole being wonld be one continued disputation ; we 
should have no time for action; we should never get 
so far as action. Some things^ nay^ the greatest things^ 
must be taken for granted^ unless we make up our 
minds to fritter away life, doing- nothing*. But to 
return to the particular case before us; — should we 
think oursdves weak and dull in not seeking proof 
that God exists before believing in God, or the man in 
question miserable in needing it ? Yet, if he persisted, 
and was of an acute and subtle mind, is it not plain, 
that abimdant as is the evidence of God's existence, 
providence, power, wisdom/ and love, on the &ce of 
nature and in human affairs, yet it would not at all be 
easy to prove it to kim^ not merely to h%% satisiactiou, 
but to <mr satisfaction either. Clearly as we should 
ieel the evidence, we should not be able to bring out 
the proof so as to come up to our own notions what a 
proof ought to be, and we should be disappointed with 
onr own attempt. 

For, let us see how this man would argue, — (after all, 
I scarcely like to say what he would urge, lest I should 
speak in a way unsuitable to this sacred place ; and yet 
it may be useful to hint at one or two things, by way of 
showing hm much we should be bound in consistency to 
admit, if we grant a man need believe nothing' for which 
he cannot be given a clear and convenient proot^) — he 
will say then thus : 

''You tell me that there is but one God; and you 
tell me to look abroad into the world, and I shall see 
proofs of it. . I do look abroad, and I see good and evil. 
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I see the proofs then^ of two gods, a good God^ and 

another, evil. I see two priiK ipies strugg'ling' with each 
other/^ Tins shockiug doctrine has before now been 
held by those who were determined to prove to them- 
selves every thing before they believed ; and when it is 
a question of argument and disputation, blasphemous as 
• it is, much that is plausible can be said for it. For evil 
certainly has a kingdom of its own in the world; it 
seems to have a place here^ and to act on system. Even 
Scripture calls Satan the god of this world ; not meaning 
that he is really god of it (God forbid I), bat that he 
has nsnrped the power of it, and seems to be god of it. 
If, then, every one is bound to prove his faith for him- 
self before believing, then he is bound, not only to prove 
for himself the doctrine of the Blessed Trinity from 
Scripture, bnt he must first prove from the &ce of the 
world the doctrine of the Unity; and, as in the iirst 
case, he will, unless properly qualified, be in great risk 
of perplexing himself and denying that God is Three, 
so will he, in the latter, run great risk of denying that 
God is One. And it is to be feared that it is only 
because men have the doctrine of the Holy Trinity to 
speak against, that tiiey do not speak against the doc- 
trine of the Unity; they mil doubt and cavil about 
something or other; and were revealed religion not 
before them, then they would speak against natural reli* 
gion, as in other times and places they have abeady done. 

Again; the deluded man I am supposing will con- 
tinue his bad arguments as follows : " You tell me that 
God is almighty ; now you may prove Him to be mighty, 
but how do you prove Him to be almighty ? You can- 
[vi] . z 
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not prove more than you see, and you must be all-seeing 
to judge of what is almighty ^ Again^ " You say that 
Qod is infinite ; bat all you can know on the sulgect is^ 
that the Intelligenoe that created the world soipasses 
your comprehension; but by how much, whether infi- 
nitely, you cannot know, you cannot prove/' Again, 

You tell me to believe that God had no beginning; * 
this is incomprehensible \ X do not know what yon 
mean ; I cannot take in the sense of your words. It is 
as easy to believe the doctrine of the Trinity in Unity> 
as that God had no beginning* And there is less proof 
for it than for the doctrine of the Trinity ; for, at least, 
there u proof in Scripture for that doctrine, but what 
possible proof can you pretend to bring from the face of 
the world that God was from everlasting V* 

Now I do not see how such an objector can be 
answered satisfactorily, if he is pertinacious. You 
meet, indeed, with books written to prove to us (as 
they profess) the being of an Almiglify, Infinite, Ever- 
lastings God, from what is seen in the natural world, 
but they do nmt strictly prove it ; they do but recom- 
mend, evidence, and confirm the doctrine to those who 
believe it already. They do not make an approach to a 
complete argumentative proof of it. They are obliged 
to pass over, or take for granted, many of the most 
important pointo in the doctotne. They are, doubtleM, 
usefiil to Christians, as far as they tend to enliven their 
devotion, to strengthen their faith, to excite their grati- 
tude, and to enlarge their minds ; but they are little or 
no evidence to unbelievers. And, in saying all this, I 
must not be understood to say, that the course of the 
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world does not justly impress upon us the doctrine of 
One Troe> Infinite, and Almighty God ; — it does sOj—- 
but that the proof is too deep^ subtle^ complex, indirect, 
delicate, and spiritual to be analyzed and brought out 
into formal argument, level to the comprehension of 
the multitude of men. And I Bay the same of the proof 
of the doctrine of the Holy Trinity in Scripture. A 
humble, teachable, simple, believini^ mind, will imbibe 
the doctrine from Scriptme, liow it knows not, as we 
drink in the air without seeing it \ but when a man wants 
formal grounds for his belief laid before him in a definite 
shape, and has little time for reflection and study, and 
little learning or cultivation of mind, then, I say, he can 
do litde better than to fall back upon his impressions 
instead of proof, on the belief of all around him, and on 
the testimony of all ages. 

Let us, then, learn from this Festiyal to walk h/ 
/aUk; that is, not to ask jealously and coldly for 
strict arguments, but to follow generously what has 
fair evidence for it, even though it might have fuller 
or more systematic evidence. It is in this way that 
we all beUeve that there is a God. A subtle infidel 
mioj-ht soon perplex any one of us. Of course he might. 
Our very state and warfare is one of faith. Let us aim 
at, let us reach after and (as it were) catch at the things 
of the next world. There is a voice within us, which 
assures us tliat there is something higher than earth. 
We cannot analyze, deime, contemplate what it is that 
thus whispers to us. It has no shape or material form. 
There is that in our hearts which prompts us to 
rehgion, and which condemns and chastises sin. And 

z 2i 
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this yearning of our nature is met and sustained^ 
it finds an object to rest upon^ when it hears of the 
existence of an All-powerful^ All-gracious Creator. 
It incites us to a noble faith in what we cannot see. 

Let ns exercise a similar &ith^ as regards the Mys- 
teries of Bevelation also. Here is the true use of 
Scripture in leading" us to the tmth. If we read it 
humbly and inquiie teachably^ we shall find ; we shall 
have a deep impression on our minds that the doctrines 
of the Creed are there^ though we may not he able to 
put our hands upon j)articular texts, and say how much 
of it is contained here and how much there. But^ on 
the other hand> if we read in order to prove those doc- 
trines^ in a critical; argumentative way^ then all traces 
of them will disappear from Scripture as if they were 
not there. They will fade away insensibly like hues 
at sunset, and we shall be left in darkness. We shall 
come to the conclusion that they are not in Scripture^ 
and shall, perhaps, boldly call them unscriptural. Re- 
ligious convictions canno't be forced ; nor is Divine truth 
ours to summon at will. If we determine that we will 
find it out, we shall find nothing-. Faith and humility 
are the only spells which conjure up the image of 
heavenly things into the letter of inspiration ; and faith 
and humility consist^ not in going about to prove^ but 
in the outset confiding on the testimony of others. 
Thus afterwards on looking back, we shall find we 
have proved what we did not set out to prove. We 
cannot control our reasoning powers^ nor exert them 
at our will or at any moment. It is so with other 
faculties of the mind also. Who can command his 
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memory ? The more you try to recall what you have 
forgotten, the less is your chance of success. Leave 
thinkiiig about it, and perhaps memory letums. And 
in like manner, the more yon set yourself to argue and 
provo, in order to discover truth, the less likely you 
arc to reason correctly and to infer profitably. You 
will be caught by sophisms, and think them splendid 
discoveries. Be sure^ the highest reason is not to reason 
on system^ or by rules of argument, but in a natural 
way; not with formal intent to draw out proofs, bu\i 
trusting to God's blessing that you may gain a right 
impression ftom what you read. If your reasoning 
powers are weak, using argumentative forms will not 
make them stronger. They will enable you to dispute 
acutely and to hit objections, but not to discover truth. 
There is nothing creative, nothing- progTessive in ex- 
* hibitions of argument. The utmost they do is to enable 
us to state well what we have already discovered by the 
tranquil exercise of our reason. Faith and obedience 
are the main things ; believe and do, and pray to 
God for light, and you will reason well without knowing 

it. 

Let us not then seek for signs and wonders $ for dear, 

or strong, or compact, or original arguments; but let 
us believe ; evidence will come after faith as its reward, 
better than before it as its groundwork. Faith soars 
aloft; it listens for the notes of heaven, the faint 
voices or echoes which scarcely reach the earth, and 
it thinks them worth all the louder sounds of cities or 
of schools of men. It is foolishness in the eyes of the 
world; but it is a foolishness of Grod wiser than the 
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world's wisdom. Let us embrace the sacred Mystery 
of the Trinity in Unity, which, as the Creed tells us, 
is the ground of the Catholic religion. Let us think 
it enough, let ns think it far too great a privilege^ for 
sinners such as avc are, for a fallen people in a de- 
generate a<^e, to inherit the faith once delivered to the 
Saints; let as accept it thankfully; let us guard it 
watchfully; let us transmit it &ithfiillyto those who 
come after us. 
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THB MYSTERY OF THE HOLY TRINITY. 

(XHIiriTT BUBDAY.) 

Matt, xsviii. 19. 

** €fo ye, ikeref^, and ieath all nations t hapHzinff ihem in Name 
if the Father, and qfihe Son, and of the Sols Qhaet:* 

rilHAT in some real sense the Father, and the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost are They whom we are bound 
to serre and worship^ from whom comes the Gospel of 
grace, and in whom the profession of Christianity cen- 
tres, surely is shown, most satisfactorily and indisputably, 
by the words of this text. When Christ was departing. 
He gave commission to His Apostles, and taught them 
what to teach and preach ; and first of all they were to 
introduce their converts into His profession^ or into His 
Church, and that by a solemn rite, which, as He had 
told Nicodemus at an earlier time, was to convey a high 
spiritual o^ace. This solerim and supernatural ordinance 
of discipleship was to be administered in the Name— 
of whom? in the Name (can we doubt it?) of Him 
whose disciples the converts forthwith became ; of that 
God whom, from that day forward, they confessed and 
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adored; whom they promised to obey; in whose word 
they trusted; by whose bounty they were to be le- 
worded. Yet when Christ would name the Kame of 
Gk)d^ He does but say, in the Name of the Father^ and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost/' I coDsider^ then, 
that on the very face of His sacred words there is a diffi- 
culty, iiU the doctrine of the Holy Trinity is made 
known to lis. What can be meant by saying, in the 
Name, not of God, but of Three ? It is an unexpected 
manner of speech. 

Now even if it were merely said, of the Father and 
the Son/-' there would surely be a difficulty in the terms 
of His command. We might indeed suppose that He 
meant thereby to denote the Supreme Lord of all, and 
the instrument and mediator of His mercies in the Dis- 
pensation then commencing' (as we read of the Israelites 

believing God and His servant Moses/' and " wor- 
shipping the Lord and the king/^ David) ; but surely 
even then it would be strange and inexplicable that 
Christ should say, "the Father and Son/' and not 

God and the Son/' or " God and Christ," or the like; 
whereas the Name of God does not occur at all, and the 
two words used instead are what are called correlatives, 
one implies the other, tiiey look from the one to the other. 
There is no mention of a Fount of mercies and a channel, 
and that, towards man the recipient \ but it is like the 
statement of some sacred doctrine which has its mean- 
ing in itself, independently of man or of any economy of 
mercy towards him. And the force of this remark is 
increased by our Lord^s making mention, in addition, of 
the Holy Ghost, which much coniirms this impression 
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that the Three Sacred Names introduced have a mean- 
ing relatively to each other, and not to any temporal 
dispensation. Did i^e text run, in the Name of God, 
Jesns Christ, and the Comforter/' I do not say that this 
would have overcome the difficulty, or that it would be 
satisfactory to interpret it of an Author of grace and 
His instruments; but at all events there is far more 
difficulty, or rather an insuperable difficulty in such an 
interpretation of the text, taken as Christ actually spoke 
it. And then, considering that if there was one booA 
above another which a convert might naturally claim of 
an Apostle, it was to know whom he was to worship, 
whose servant he was to become, ivho was to be his God, 
now that he had abandoned idols — (as, for instance, 
Moses said, " When I come unto the children of Israel, 
and shall say unto them, The God of vour fathers liatli 
sent me unto you, and they shall sav to me. What is 
Sis Name?, what shall I say unto them ?'''' and Almighty 
God acknowledged that the request was right by grant- 
ing it ; and as Jacob said, " Tell me, I pray thee. Thy 
Name,^'* and as Manoah said, " What is Thy Name 
and as, in accordance with these instances, St. Paul said 
to the Athenians, "Whom ye ignoranily worship, Him 
declare I unto you^'); — I say, with these considera- 
tions before ns, we might have expected that there 
would have been in the Baptismal form a clear and 
simple announcement of the Christianas God, such as 
this, " In the Name of the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,'^ that is, wUeas the Catholic doctrine of 
the Holy Trinity be true. If indeed so it be, as the 
Church has ever taught, that the Fatlier, Son, and Holy 



Digitized by Google 



34^ • The Mystery of tlic Holy Trinity, 

Ghost are the One God into whose service Christians are 
enrolled, then good reason that They should be named 
upon the convert on his initiation. In that case there 
is no difficulty; tlie sacred form of words precisely 
answers to the worshipper's question, '^Wliat is Thy 
Name ?'''' to the-Apostle^s promise, Ilim declare I unto 
yoa but on the gnpposilionj which impugners of the 
doctrine maintain, that by Son'' is meant a man, and 
that the Holy Spirit is not God and not an intelligent 
person at all^ certainly a great and unexpected^ and (I 
may say, humanly speaking) unnecessary obscurity 
hangs oyer the first act of the Gospel teaching. 

Nor let it be objected to Catholic believers, that there 
con be no greater obscurity than a mystery; and that 
the Sacred Truth which they confess is a greater per- 
plexity to the convert than any which can ;ii ise from 
considerations such as I have been insisting on. For 
the point I have been urging^ is the improbability that 
our Lord should introduce an obscurity of mere warde, 
with none existing in fact, which is tlie case in the 
heretical interpretation ; and that He should prefer to 
speak BO darkly when He might have spoken simply 
and intelligibly ; whereas, if there be an eternal mystery 
in the Godhead, sucll as we aver, then, from the nature 
of the case, there could not but be a difficulty in the 
words in which He revealed it. Christ, in that case, 
makes no mystery for the occasion ; He uses the plainest 
and most exact form of speech which human language 
admits of. And this deserves notice; for it may be 
extended to the details of this great Catholic doctrine, of 
which I propose presently to give some brief account. I 
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mean that^ much, as is idly and profanely said against 
the Creed of St. Athanasius as being unintelligible, yet 
the real objection whieb misbelievers feel^ if they spoke 
correctly, is^ that it is too plain. No sentences can be 
more simple^ nor statements more precise, than those 
of which it consists. The difficulty is not in any one 
singly; but in their combination. And herein lies a 
remarkable difference between the doctrine of the Holy 
Trinity, and some modem dogmatic statements on other 
points, some true and some not true^ which have been at 
times put forward as necessary to salvation. Much con- 
troversy^ for instance, has taken place in late centuries 
about the doctrine of justification, and about faith; but 
here endless perplexities and hopeless disputes arise, as 
we all know, as to what is meant by ''faith,'' and what 
by "justification whereas most of the words used in 
the Creed to which I have referred are only common 
words used in their common sense, as '^Lord^' and 
''God,'' "eternal" and "almighty," "one" and 
" three j"*^ nor again are the statements difficult. There 
is no difficulty, except such ajs is in the nature of 
things, in the Adorable Mystery spoken of, which no 
wording can remove or explain. 

And now I propose to state the doctrine, as iiir as it 
can be done, in few words^ in the mode in which it 
is disclosed to us in the text of Scripture; in doing 
which, if I shall be led on to mention one or two 
points of detail, it must not he supposed, as some persons 
strangely mistake, if such additional statements were 
intended for e^lanatvm ; whereas they leave the great 
Mystery just as it was before^ and are only useful as 
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impressing^ on our mind wkai it is that the Catholic 
Church means to assert^ and as making it a matter of real 
&ith and apprehension^ and not a mere assemblage of 
words. 

And first, I need scarcely say, considering how often 
it is told us in Scripture, that God is One. Hear, O 
Israel/' says Moses^ the Lord our God is one Lord/' 
''To us there is hut one Gk)d, the Father/' says St. 
Paul. A^ain, " One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism, one 
God and Father of all/' Again^ " One God, and one 
Mediator between God and men\" Now, it maybe 
asked, in what sense "one''? for we speak of things 
being one which really are many ; as Scripture speaks 
of all Christians being made one body ; of God being 
made at one with sinners; of God and man being me 
Christ; and of me Baptism, though administered to 
multitudes. I answer, that God is one in the simplest 
and strictest sense, as all Scripture shows ; this is true, 
whatever else is true : not in any nominal or secondary 
sense ; but one, as being individual ; as tmly one as any 
individual soul or spirit is one; nay, infinitely more 
truly so, because all creatures are imperfect, and He has 
all perfection. In Him there are no parts or passions, 
nothing- inchoate or incomplete, nothinq* by commuuica- 
tion, nothing of quality, nothing which admits of 
increase, nothing common to others. He is separate 
from all things, and whole, and perfect, and simple, and 
like Himself and none else ; and one, not in name, or by 
figure, or by accommodation, or by abstraction, but one 
in Himself, or, as the Creed speaks, one in substance 

* Deut. vi. 4. 1 Coi'. viii. 6. Eph. 5, 6. 1 Tim. ii. 6. 
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or essence. All Ihut lie is^ is liiiiiselt^ and nothing 
short of Himself; His attributes are He. Has He 
nvisdom ? this does but mean that He is wisdom. Has 
He love ? that is^ ^* God is love/' as St. John speaks. 
Has He omnipresence? that is, He is omnipresent. Has 
He omniscience ? He is all-knowing*. Has He power ? 
He is almighty. He is holy^ and jost^ and true^ and 
good^ not in the way of qualities of His essence^ but 
holiness^ justice, truth^ and goodness^ are all one and the 
self'Same He^ according as He is contemplated by His 
creatures in various aspects and relations. We men are 
incapable of conceiving of Him as He is ; we cannot 
attain to more than glimpses, accidental or partial views, 
of His Infinite M^esty> and these we call by different 
names^ as if He had attributes^ and were of a compound 
nature; and thus He deigns in mercy to us to speak of 
Himselt^ using e ven human, sensible, and material terms; 
as if He could be angry, who is not touched by evil ; or 
could repent, in whom « no yariablene«8 5 or had eyes, 

or arms, or breath, who is a Spirit ; whereas lie is at 
once and absolutely all perfection, and whatever is He, is 
all He is, and He is Himself always and altogether. 

Thus we must ever commence in all our teaching con- 
cerning the Holy Trinity ; we must not begin by saying 
that there are Three, and then afterwards go on to say 
that there is One, lest we give false notions of the natuve 
of that One; but we must begin by laying down the 
great Truth that there is One God in a simple and strict 
sense, and then go on to speak of Three, which is the 
way in which the mystery was progressively revealed in 
Scripture. In the Old Testament we read of the Unity; 
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in the New^ we are enligktened in tlie knowledge of the 
Trinity. 

And Iiere^ let it be observed^ that we have a sort of 
figaie or intimation of the sacred Mysteiy of the Trinity 

in Unity even in wliat has been now said concerning 
the Divine Attributes. For as the Attributes of God 
are many in one mode of speaking, yet all One in God ; 
so, too, there are Three Divine Persons, yet these Three 
are One. Let it not be for an instant supposed that I 
am j^aralleling the two cascs^ which is the Sabellian 
' heresy; but I use the one in Ulmira^ian of the other; 
and, in way of iUttstration^ I obsenre as follows : When 
we speak of God as "Wisdom, or as Love, we mean to 
say that He is Wisdom, and that He is Love; that He 
is each separately and wholly, yet not that Wisdom 
1.-. the same as Love, though He is both at once. \\ isdom 
and Love stand lor ideas quite distinct from each other, 
and not to be oonfiised, though they are united in Him, 
In all He is and all He does,-He is Wisdom and He is 
liove ; yet it is both true that He is but One, and with- 
out qualities, and withal true again that Love is not 
Wisdom. Again, as God is Wisdom or Love, so is Wis- 
dom or Love in and with God, and whatever God is. Is 
God eternal ? so is His wisdom. Is He unchangeable ? 
so is His wisdom. Is He uncreate, infinite, almighty, 
all-holy? His wisdom has these characteristics also. 
Since Qod has no parts or passions, whatever is really of 
or &om God, is all that He is. If there is confusion of 
language here, and an apparent play upon words, this 
arises from our incapacity in comprehension and expres« 
sion. We see that all tliese separate stateiuents must be 
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true^ and if they result in an apparent contrariety with 
each other, this we cannot avoid ; nor] need we be per- 
plexed about them, nor shrink from declanng any one of 
them. That simple accuracy of statement which woidd 
harmonize all of them is beyond us, because the power 
of contemplating the Eternal^ as He is, is beyond us. 
We must be content with what we can see, and nse it for 
our practical gnidance^ without caring^ for the apparent 
contradiction of t#rms involved in our profession of it. 

A second illustration may be taken from the material 
images which Scripture condescends to employ. We 
read of the eye of God, and the arm of God. Now we 
know that man has an eye and an arm as really parts 
of him, and not as figures ; but let us suppose for a 
moment that his body were made spiritual, what would 
be the consequence? What really would follow we 
cannot say, for it is beyond us ; but, since a spirit 
has no parts, we may conceive that all those sepamte 
organs of man's body which at present exist, instead 
of haA'iniJ- a local disposition 111 it any longer, -.nnl 
of springing out of it ]»y extension, would be all one, 
though all distinct still. A spiritual body might 
possibly be all eye, all ear, all aim, all heart ; yet not 
as if all these w ere confused together, and names only ; 
not as if henceforth there were no seeing, no hearing, 
no working, and no feeling, but because a spirit has no 
parts in extension, and is what it is ^ at once. And I 
notice this, because it show s us that things may really 
exist in a subject which we are contemplating, though 
they look like ideas only or notions created by our own 
minds. Aa a body need not be supposed to lose eye 
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and hand bj becoming spiritual, but its organs mig^bt 

exist in it as truly as before, because it was a body, 
but in a new manner, because it was spiritual, so as 
to seem like mere abstractions or unreal qualities; 
so may we suppose that tbough God is a Spirit and 
One, vet lie may be also a Trinity : not as if that 
Trinity were a name only, or stood for three manifes- 
tationsj or qualities^ or attributes, or relations, — such 
mere ideas or conceptions as we maj come to form when 
contemplating- God; — but that, as in that body which 
had become spiritual, eye and hand would not be ab* 
stractions after the change, since they were not so before 
it, nor would eye necessarily be the same as the hand, 
though the body was all eye and all hand ; so (if we may 
dare to use human illustrations on this most sacred 
subject), the Eternal Three (I do not say in ike eame 
way, for I am not attempting* to explain how the 
mystery is, but to bring out distinctly what we mean by 
it), in like manner I say, the Eternal Three are worshipped 
by the Catholic Church as distinct, yet One ; — ^the Most 
High God being wholly the Father, and wholl y the Son, 
and wholly the Holy Ghost; yet the Three Persons being 
distinct from , each other, not merely in name, or by 
human abstraction, but in very truth, as truly as a 
fountain is distinct from the stream which flows from it, 
or the root of a tree from its branches. 

Now should any one be tempted to say that this 
is dark language, and difficult speculation to set before 
a Christian people, I answer that it is not more dark 
and difficult than the sacred mystery which is our great 
subject to<>day \ that it is in fiaet but the exptmiifm of 
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the sacred mystery as the Chtucli has received it; 
that I am not engaged in defending the Creed of St, 
AthanasiaSj but am stating its meaning; and. My 
Brethren, that you may well bear once in the year to be 
reminded that Christianity ^ves exercise to the whole 
mind of man, to our highest and most subtle reason, as 
well as to our feelings, affections, imagination, and con- 
science. If we find it tries ns, and is too severe, whether 
for our reason^ or our iinag'ination, or our feeling's, let 
us bow down in silent adoration, and submit to it each 
of our faculties by turn, not complain of its sublimity 
or its range. And now to proceed 

We hear much in the Old Testament of those 
attributes of God of which I have already spoken. 
His omnipotence: ^'I am the Almighty God; walk 
before Me, and be thou perfect.^^ Self-existence : And 
God said unto Moses, I Am that I Am : thus 
shalt thou say unto the children of Israel, I Am 
hath sent me unto you/^ Holiness: '^Who is like 
Thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, doing 
wonders i His mercy, and justice, and faithfulness : 
''The Lord, the Lord Grod, merciful and gracious, 
long-suffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 
keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity, and 
transgression, and sin, and that will by no means clesr 
the guilty/^ Awful majesty : " That thou mayest fear 
this glorious and fearful Name, the Lord thy God/' 
Truth : " His truth endureth from generation to gene- 
ration.^' Omnipresence ; " If I climb up into heaven. 
Thou art there; if I go. down to hell. Thou art there 
also.'' Omniscience: '^The eyes of the Lord ar^ in 

[vi] A a 
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every placc^ bciholding the evil and the good/' Enow- 
ledge of the heart : " Thou only know est the hearts 
of the children of men/^ Mysteriousness ; " Verily 
Thou art a God that hidest Thyself, O God of Israel 
the Saviour/' Eternity; ''Thus saith the High and 
Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity, whose Name is 
Holy\^' These are some out of numberless announce* 
ments in the Old Testament of the Divine Attributes; 
and though every thing concerning the Supreme Being 
is mysterious, yet we do not commonly feel any mystery 
here, because we see a sort of parallel to these attributes 
in what we call the qualities, properties, powers, and 
habits of our own minds. We are endowed by nature 
and through grace with a portion of certain excellences 
which belong in perfection, to the Most High,-^4bB 
benevolence, wisdom, justice, truth, and holiness; and 
though we do not know how these attributes exist in 
God, nay how they exist in ourselves, yet since we are 
ourselves used to them, and cannot deny their existence, 
we are not startled when we are told they exist in God. 
]But there are certain other disclosures made to us con- 
cerning the Divine Nature, even from the first page of 
Scripture, and growing in definiteness as Bevelation 
proceeds, of which we have no image or parallel in 
ourselves, and which in consequence \ve feel to be 
strange and startling, and call unintelligible because 
we are not used to them, and mysterious because we 
cannot account for them. Thus in the historv of the 
creation we read: ''The Spirit of God moved upon 

< Gen. zviL 1. Sxiod. lit 14; xv. 11 1 xzxiv. 6» 7. Dent, xzvlii. 68. 
Fto. c. 4 } czzzii. 7. noT.zv. 8. 2 CShnm. vi. SO, Imi. sJt. 15 ; IviL 15. 
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the face of the waters ; " who shall say how this 
awful intimation is to be int^jrpreted ? who but will 

desire to look into'' each de^ things^ yet be silent 
from conscious weakness^ till lie hears the Catholic 
doctrine of the Trinity, which explains to him the 
inspired text by levealing the mystery ? Again we 
read> that^ when Jacob had wrestled with the Angel, 
" he called the name of the place Peniel/^ for he had 
seen God^s Face or Countenance, ''and," he adds^ ''my 
life is preserved.'' And Almighty God promised Moses, 

My Presence shall go with thee, and I will give thee 
rest/'' xVnd ag-aiu Moses asks, I beseech Thee, shew 
me Thy Gloiy. And He said, I will make all My 
Goodness pass before thee • • . thou canst not see My 
face, for there shall no man see Me and live/' And 
we are told that " the Lord revealed Himself to Samuel 
in Shiloh by the Word of the Lord." And the Psalmist 
says, '' By the Word of the Lord were the heavens 
made, and all the hosts of them by the Breath of His 
mouth." And Wisdom says in the Proverbs, " The 
Lord possessed Me in the beginning of His way ; be^ 
fore His works of old. I was set up from everlasting, 
from the beginning, or ever the earth was. ... I was 
by Him, as one brought up with Him; and I was 
daily His delight, rejoicing always before Him." And 
in the prophet Isaiah we read, " Awake, awake, put on 
strength, O Arm of the Lord ;" and again, I have 
covered thee in the shadow of My Hand'." Now any 
one snch expression once or twice used might not have 

> Gen. i. 2 ; xxxii. 30. Exod. xxxiii. 14—20. 1 Sam. iii. 21. Pi. 
xxziit.6. Ptor.Tiii.22,2d.30. Isa.li.9.16. 
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excited attention ; but this mention of tlic Word, and 
Wisdom, and Presence, and Gloiy, and Spirit, and 
Breathy and Countenance^ and Arm, and Hand of tKe 
Almighty is too frequent, and with too much of per- 
Boual characteristic, to be dutifully passed over by the 
careful reader of Scripture; and in matter of fact it 
did, before Chrifit came, attract the attention of Jewish 
helie^ers, as is proved to us most clearly by some re- 
markable passages in the books of AVisdom and Eccle- 
siasticus, to which I need not do more than allude 

It would appear, then, from the revelations of the 
Old Testament, that while God is in His essence most 
simply and absolutely one, yet there is a real sense 
in which He is not one, though created natures do not, 
cannot, furnish such representations of Him as to en- 
able us easily to acquiesce in the conclusions to which the 
Scripture announcements inevitably lead. We under- 
stand things unknown, by the pattern of things seen 
and experienced ; we are able to contemplate Almighty 
God so far as earthly thing's are partial reflexions of 
Him ; when they fail us, we are lost. And as of course 
nothing earthly or created is His exact and perfect 
image, we have at best but dim glimpses of His infinite 
glory ; and if Scripture reveal to us aught concerning 
Him, we must be content to take it on Mth, without 
comprehending how it is, or having any clear under- 
standing of our own words. When it declares to us 
that God is wise and good, we form some idea of what 
is meant from the properties and habits which attach to 
the human soul ; when we read of His arm or eye, we 

J Wisdom vii. 14, et scii- ; Ecclus. xxiv. 3, et seq. 
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have some faint, though unworthy shadow of the truth 
in the memheis and organs of the human body; but 
when we read of His Spirit, or Word, or Presence, as 
at once very distinct from Him, yet most intimately 
one with Him, — more intimately one than our pro- 
perties are one with our souls, more real and distinct 
than' the members and organs of our bodies, — we feel 
the weig-ht of that Mystery, which exists also when 
mention is made of the Divine Wisdom, or the Divine 
Arm, though we feel it not. 

And this Mystery, which the Old Testament ob- 
sciirely signifies, is in the New clearly declared; and 
it is this, — ^that the God of all, who is revealed in the 
Old Testament, is the Father of a Son from erer* 
lasting, called also His Word and Image, of His sub- 
stance and partaker of all His perfections, and equal 
to Himself, yet without being separate from Him, 
bnt one with Him; and that from the Father and 
the Son proceeds eternally the Holy Spirit, who also 
is of one substance. Divinity, and majesty with Father 
and Son. Moreover we learn that the Son or Word 
is a Person, — ^that is, is to be spoken of as " He,'* not 
"it/' and can be addressed ; and that the Holy Ghost 
also is a Person. Thus God subsists in Three Persons, 
from everlasting to everlasting; first, God is the Father, 
next God is the Son, next God is the Holy Ghost ; and 
the Father is not the Son, nor the Son the Holy Ghost, 
nor the Holy Ghost the Father. And God is Each of 
these Three, and nothing else ; that is. He is either the 
Father, or the Son, or the Holy Ghost. Moreover, 
God is as wholly and entirely God in the Person of the 
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Father^ as though iliere were no Son and Spirit; as 
entirely in that of the Son, as though there were no 
Spirit and Father; as entiielj in that of the Spirit^ as 
though there were no Father and Son. And the Father 
is God, the Son God, and the Holy Ghost God, while 
there is hut one God ; and that without any inequality^ 
hecanae there is but One God^ and He is without parts 
or degrees ; though how it is that that same Adorable 
Essence, indivisible, and numerically One, should sub- 
sist perfectly and wholly in Each, of Three Persons, no 
words of man can explain, nor earthly illustration 
typify. 

Now the passages in the New Testament in which 
this Sacred Mystery is intimated to us, are such as 
fhese. First, we read, as I have said already, that 
Gk>d is One; next, that He has an Only-begotten 
Son; further, that this Only-begotten Son is "in 
the bosom of the Father and that " He and the 
Father are One/' Farther, that He is also the Word ; 
that ''the Word is God, and is with Gbd;'' moreover, 
that the Son is in Himself a distinct Person, in a real 
sense, for He has taken on Him our nature, and become 
man, though the Father has not. What is all this but 
the doctrine, that that God who is in the strictest sense 
One, is both entirely the Father, and is entirely the 
Son? or that the Father is God, and the Son Qd, yet 
but One God? Moreover the Son is the express 
" Image of God, and He is " in the form of God,'' and 
" equal witli God ;'' and lie that hatk seen Him, hath 
seen the Father,'' and " He is in the Father and the 
Father in Him/' Moreover the Son has all the attri« 
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butes of the Father: He is ''Alpha and Omega, the 
beginning and the endings which is, and which was, 
and which is to oome, the Almighiy/' '^by Him were 
all things created, visible and invisible/' "by Him 
do all tilings consist/' none but He "knoweth the 
Father/' and none but the Father ''knoweth the Son/' 
He '^knoweth all things/' He ^Bearcfaeth the hearts 
and the reins /^ He is "ibeTiutii and the Life/^ and 
He is the Judge of all men. 

And again, what is true of the Son is true of the 
Holy Ghost ; for He is the Spirit of God /' He ''pro- 
ceedeth from the Father/^ He is iu God as "the spirit 
of a BMin that is in him/' He searcheth all things, 
even the deep things of God/' He is ''the Spirit of 
Truth/' the "Holy Spirit/' at the creation. He 
" moved upon the face of the waters /' " Whither shall 
I go," says the Psalmist, "from Thy Spirit?" He is 
the Giver of all giffcs> " dividing to eveiy man serexally 
as He will/' we are bom again "of the Spirit." To 
resist Divine grace is to grieve, to tempt, to resist, to 
quench^ to do despite to the Spirit. He is the Com* 
forter, Btder^ and Grade of the Church; He reveals 
things to conic; and blaspliemy against Him has never 
forgiveness. In all such passages, it is suroly implied 
both that the Holy Ghost has a Personalily of His own^ 
and that He is God. 

And thus, on the ^vliole, the uoicis *>i' the Creed liold 
good^ that " there is one Person of the Father, another 
of the Son, and another of the Holy Ghost; but the 
Godhead of the Father, of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost is all one, — the glory equal, the majesty co- 



Digitized by Google 



360 Tlie Mystery of ike Holy Trinity, 

eternal. Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and 
each is the Holy Ghost. And in this Trinity^ none is 
afore or after otherj none is greater or less than another ; 
but the whole Three Persons are 00-etemal togetlier aod 

co-cqual ; so that in all thing's, as is al'oresaid, the 
Unity in Trinity, and the Trinity in Unity, is to be 
worshipped/^ 

Lastly^ it is added^ He therefore that will be saved, 

must thus thiiik of the Trinity on which I make two 
remarks, and so conclude. First, what is very obvious, 
that such a declaration supposes that a person has the 
opportunity of believing. We are not speaking of 
heathens, but of Christians ; of those who are taught 
the truth, who have the offer of it, and who reject it. 
Accordingly, we do not contemplate in this Creed cases 
of imperfect or erroneous teaching ; — or of what may be 
called misinformation of the reason ; or any case of in- 
vincible ignorance; but of a man's wilful rejection of 
what has been fairly set before him. Secondly, when 
the Creed says thatwx ^^must think M?M of the Trinity,*' 
it would seem to imply, that it had been drawing out a 
certain dear, substantive, consistent, and distinctive 
view of the doctrine, which is the Catholic view ; and 
that, in opposition to other views of it, w^hether Sabel- 
lian, or Arian, or Tritheistic, or others that might be 
mentioned; all of which, without denying in words the 
Holy Three, do deny Him in fact and in the event, and 
involve their wilful maiutaiuers in the anathema which 
is here proclaimed, not in harshness> but as a Mthful 
warning, and a solemn protest. 

May we never speak on subjects like this without 
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awe; may we never dispute without charity; may 
we never inquire without a careful endeayouTj with 
God's aid^ to sanctify our knowledge^ and to impress it 

on our hearts^ as well as to store it in our under- 
standings \ 
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SEKMON XXV. 

PEACE IX BELIEVING. 

(iSnriTT 8TODAT.) 

Isaiah ti. 8. 

**And one cried unto another, and said, Solift Moljf, Moljf, i* the 

LordqfMMU*' 

Tj^YERY Lord's day is a day of rest, but lihis, perhaps, 
more than any. It commeiiiorates, not an act of 
Qod, however gracious and glorious^ but His own un- 
speakable perfections and adorable mysteriousness* It 
is a day especially sacred to peace. Onr Lord left His 
peace .with us when He went away; "Peace I leave 
with you ; My peace I give unto you : not as the 
world giveth, giye I unto you';'' and He said 
He would send them a Comforter, who should give 
them peace. Last week we commemorated that Com- 
forter's coming; and to-day, we commemorate in an 
especial way the gift He brought with Him^ in that 
great doctrine which is its emblem and its means. 
" These things have I spoken unto you, that in Me yo 
might have peace : in the world ye shall have tribu- 
lation Christ here says, that instead of this world's 

> John xiv. 27. ^ John xvi. 33. 
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tiOTibles, fie gives Hifl dismples peace ; aad^ aocofdingly, 

in to-dajr's Collect, we pray that we may be kept in the 
fiaith of the Eteinal Trinity in Unity^ and be defended 
fsom all adveisities/' for in keeping that &ith we are 
kept from trouble. 

Hence, too, in. the blessing which Moses told the 
priests to pronounce over the children of Israel, God's 
Name is pnt upon them, and that three times, in order 
to bless and ketip them, to make liis face sliine on them^ 
and to give them peace. And hence again, in our own 
solemn form of blessing, with which we end our public 
service, we impart to the people ''the peace of God, 
which passeth all understanding/' and " the blessing of 
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost/' 

God is the God of peace, and in giving us peace He 
does but give Himself, He does but manifest Himself to 
us ; for His presence is peace. Hence our Lord, in the 
same discourse in which He promised His disciples 
pjeace^ promised also, that '' He would come and manifest 
Himself unto them/' that He and His Father would 
come to them, and make Their abode with them*/' 
Peace is His everlasting state; in this world of space 
and time He lias wrought and acted ; but fsom ever- 
lasting it was not so. For six days He wrought, and 
then He rested according to that rest which was His 
eternal state; yet not so rested, as not in one sense to 
work hitherto,'^ in mercy and in judgment, towards 
that world which He had created. And more especially, 
when He sent Ilis Only-begotten Son into the world, 
and that. most. Gracious and All-pitiful Son, our Lord^ 

1 John xiir. 21. 23. 
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condescended to come to ns^ both He and His Father 

wrought with a mighty hand ; and They vouchsafed 
the Holy Ghost^ the Comforter, and He also wrought 
wonderfoUy, and works hitherto. Certainly l^e whole 
economy of redemption is a series of great and continued 
works ; but still they all tend to rest and peace^ as at 
the first. They began out of rest^ and they end in rest. 
They end in that eternal state out of which they began. 
The Son was from eternity in the bosom of the Father, 
as His dearly-beloved and Only-begotten. He loved 
Him before the foundation of the world. He had glory 
with Him before the world was. He was in the Eather, 
and the Father in Him. None knew the Son but the 
Father, nor the Father but tho Son. " In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God." He was *'the Brightness of God's 
glory and the express Image of His Person;" and in 
this unspeakable Unity of Father and Son, was the 
Spirit also, as being the Spirit of the Father, and the 
Spirit of the Son; the Spirit of Both at once, not 
separate from them, yet distinct, so that they were Three 
Persons, One GKmI, from everlasting. 

Thus was it, we are told, from everlasting ; — before the 
heavens and the earth were made, before man fell or 
Angels rebelled, before the sons of God were formed in 
the morning of creation, yea, before there were Seraphim 
to veil their faces before Him and cry '^Holy,'' He 
existed without ministers, without attendants, without 
court and kingdom, without manifested glory, without 
any i^ing but Himself ; He His own Temple, His own 
infinite rest. His own supreme bliss, from eternity. O 
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wonderful mystery ! O the depth of His majesty ! O 
deep things which the Spirit only knoweth ! Wonderful 
and strange to creatures who grovel on this earthy as 
we, that He, the All-powerful, the All-wise, the All-good, 
the All-giorious, should for an eternity, for years with- 
out end^ or rather^ apart from time, which is hut one of 
His creatures, that He should have dwelt without those 
through whom He might be powerful, in whom He 
might be wise, towards whom He might be good, 
hj whom He might be glorified. O wonderful, that all 
His deep and infinite attributes should have been with- 
out manifestation! O wonderful thought ! and %vit]ial, 
O thought comfortable to us worms of the earth, as often 
as we feel in ourselves and see in otheris gifts which have 
no exercise, and powers which are qiuescent I He, the 
All-powerful God, rested from eternity, and did not 
work ; and yet, why not rest, wonderful though it be, 
seeing He was so blessed in Himself? why should iJe 
seek external objects to know, to love, and to commune 
^vith, who was all-sufficient in Himself? How could He 
need fellows, as though He were a man, when He was 
not solitaiy, but had ever with Him His Only-begotten 
Word in whom He delighted, whom He loved ineffably, 
and the Eternal Spirit, the very bond of love and peace, 
dwelling in and dwelt in by Father and Son ? Kather 
how was it that He ever })egan to create, who had a Son 
without beginning and without imperfection, whom He 
could love with a perfect love ? What exceeding exube- 
rance . of goodness was it that Re should deign at 
length to surround Himself with creation, who had need 
of nothing, and to change Hiis everlasting silence for 
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the course of Pro\4(ience and the conflict of g^od and 
evil ! I say nothing of the apostasies against Him, the 
rebellioBfl and biasphemies which men and deyils have 
eommitted. I say nothings of that unutterable region of 
woe, the prison of the impenitent, which is to last for 
eternity, coeval with Himself henceforth, as if in rivalry 
of His blissfol heaven. I say nothing of thisj for God 
cannot be touched with evil ; and all the sins of those 
reprobate souls cannot impair His everlasting felicity. 
Buty I ask^ how was it that He who needed nothings who 
was all in all, who had infinite Equab in the Son and 
the Spirit, who were One with Him, how was it that He 
created His Saints, but from simple love of them from 
eternity ? Why should He make man in the Image of 
GK>d, whose Image already was the Son, All-perfect, All« 
exact, without variableness, without defect, by a natural 
propriety and unity of substance ? And when man iell, 
why did He not abandon or annihilate the whole race, 
and create others ? why did He go so &r as to begin a 
fresh and more wonderfiil dispensation towards us, and, as 
He had wrought marvellously in Providence, work mar- 
vellouBly also in grace, even sending His £temal Son to 
take on Him our fallen nature, and to purify and renew 
it by His union with it, but that, infinite as was His own 
blessedness, and the Son^s perfection, and man^s unprofit- 
ableness, yet, in His loving-kindness. He determined 
that unprofitable man should be a partaker of the Son^s 
perfection and His own blessedness ? 

And thus it was that, as He had made man in the 
beginning, so also He redeemed him ; and the history 
of this redemption, we liave been tracing for the la^t six 
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months in our sacred Services. We have ^ne thTongli 
in our memory the whole course of that Dispensation 
of active provideiioes^ whieh God^ in ooder to our redemp- 
tion^'has superinduced upon His eternal and infinite re- 
pose. First, we commemorated the approach of Christ, 
in the weeks of Advent ; then His birth, of the Blessed 
Mary^ after a miraculous conception^ at Christmas ; then 
His circumcision; His manifestation to the wise men; 
His baptism and beginnino;' of miracles; His presenta- 
tiou in the Temple ; His fastmg and temptation in the 
wilderness^ in Lent; His agony in the garden; His 
betrayal ; His mocking and scourging ; His cross and 
passion ; His burial ; His resurrection ; His forty days, 
converse with His disciples after it ; then His Ascen- 
sion; and, lastly, the coming of the Holy Ghost in Wm 
stead to remain with the Church unto the end, — unto 
the end of the world ; for so long is the Almighty Com- 
forter to remain with us. And thus, in commemorating 
the Spirit^s gracious office during the past week> we 
were broug-ht^ in our series of representations, to the 
end of all things ; and now what is left but to com- 
memorate what will follow after tiie end ? — the return of 
the everlasting reign of God^ the infinite peace and bliss- 
ful perfection of the Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Ghost differing indeed from what it once was by the 
fruits of creation and redemption, but not differing in 
the supreme blessedness, the ine£y>l6 mutual love^ the 
abyss of holiness in which the Three Persons of the 
Eternal Trinity dwdl. He^ then, is the subject of this 
day's celebration, — ^the God of love, of holiness, of 
blessedness; in whose presence is fulness of joy and 
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pleasures for evennore; who is what Heerer was^ and has 

brouglit us sinners to that whieli He ever was. He did 
not bnng into being peace and love as part of His crea- 
tion^ but He was Himself peace and love firom eternity^ 
and He blesses us by making us partakers of Himself^ 
through the Son, by the Spirit, and He bo works in His 
temporal dispensations that He may bring us to that 
which is etemaL 

And hence^ in Scripture, the promises of eternity and 
security go together; for where time is not, there vicissi- 
tude also is away. The Eternal God is thy refuge/' 
says Moses^ before his deaths " and underneath are the 
everlasting arms: and He shall thrust out the enemy 
from before thee, and shall say. Destroy them; Israel 
then shall dwell in safety alone/' And again^ Thou 
wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is st^iyed on 
Thee, because lie trustclL iii Thee. Trust ye in the 
Lord for ever ; for in the Lord J ehovah is everlasting 
strength/' And again^ '^Thus saith the High and 
Lofty One that inhabiteth eternity. ... I dwell in 
the high and holy place, with him also that is of a con- 
trite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the 
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
. . • . I create the fruit of the lips; peace, peace to 
him that is afar off, and to him that is near.'' And, in 
like manner^ our Lord and Saviour is prophesied of as 
being ^*^e .Ever lasting Eather, the Prince of jptfoce." And 
again, speaking more especially of what He has done for 
us, " The work oi righteousness shall be peace ; and the 
effect of righteousness, quietness axidoMurauee/orever ^" 

I I>cut. xx^iii. 27i 2S. Isu. xxvi. 3, 4; Ivii. 15. 19 ; ix. G ; xxxii. 17* 
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As then we have for many weeks commemorated the 
economy by which righteousness was restored to us, 
which took place in time, bo from lliis day forth do we 
bring before onr minds the ' infinite perfections of 
Almighty God^ and our hope liereafter of seeing and 
enjoying them. Hitherto we have celebrated His great 
works; henceforth we magnify Himself. Now, for 
twenty-five weeks we represent in fignre what is to be 
hereafter. We enter into our rest, by entering in with 
Him who, having wrought and suffered, has opened the 
kingdom of heaven to all believers. For half a year we 
stand still, as if occupied solely in adoring Him, and, 
with the Seraphim in the text, crying, Holy, Holy, 
Holy,^^ continually. All God^s providences, all Grod's 
dealings with ns, all His judgments, mercies, warnings, 
deliverances, tend to peace and repose as their ultimate 
issue. All our troubles and pleasures here, all our 
anxieties, fears, doubts, difficulties, hopes, enconiage- 
mente, afflictiong, lones, atbunments, tend this «ne way. 
After Christmas, Easter, and Whitsuntide, comes Trinity 
Sunday, and the weeks that follow ; and in like manner, 
after onr souFs anxious travail; after the birth of the 
Spirit; after trial and temptation ; after sorrow and 
pain ; iii'ter daily d^dngs to the world ; after daily iisings 
unto holiness; at length comes that '^rest which re- 
maineth unto the people of God.'' After the fever of 
life ; after wearinesses and sicknesses; fightings and de- 
spondings ; languor and fretfulness ; struggling and 
failing, struggling and succeeding ; after all the changes 
and chances of this troubled unhealthy state, at length 
comes death, at length the White Throne of God, at 

[vi] B b 
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' length tlie Beatific Vision. After restlessness comes 
rest, peace, joy ; — our eternal portion, if we be worthy ; 
-^he flight of the Blessed Three^ the Holy One ; the 
Three that bear witness in heaven ; in light nnappioaeh- 
able ; in glory without spot or blemish ; in power with- 
out " variableness, or shadow of turning/^ The Father 
God^ the Son God, and the Holy Ghost Grod; the Father 
Lord, the Son Lord, and the Holy Ghost Lord; the 
Father uncreate, the Son uncreate, and the Holy Ghost 
nncreate; the Father incomprehensiblej the Son incom* 
prehensible, and the Holy Ghost incomprehensible. For 
there is one Person of the Father, another of the Son, 
and another of the Holy Ghost ; and such as the Father 
is^ sach is the Son^ andsneh is the Holy Ghost ; and yet 
there are not three Gods^ nor three Lords, nor three in- 
comprehensibles, nor three uncreated ; but one God, one 
Lord, one uncreated, and one incomprehensible. 

Let nSy then, use with thankfulness the subject of this 
day^s Festiyal, and the Creed of St. Athanasius, as a 
means of peace, till it is given us, if we attain thereto, 
to see the face of God in heaven. What the Beatific 
Vision will then impart, the contemplation of xervealed 
mysteries gives ns as in a figure. The doctrine of the 
!Biesscd Trinity has been made the subject of especial 
contention among the professed followers of Christ. It 
has brought a sword upon earth, but it was intended to 
bring pence. And it does bring peace to those who 
humbly receive it in faith. Let us beg of God to bless 
it to us to its right uses, that it may not be an occasion 
of strife, but of worship % not of division, but of unity ; 
not of jealousy, but of love. Let us devoutly approach 
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Him of whom it speaks, wltli the confession of our lips 
and of our hearts* Let us look forward to tlie time 
when this world will have passed away and all its 
delusions; and when we^ when every one bom of 
woman, must either be in heaven or in hell. Let us 
desire to hide ourselves under the shadow of His wings. 
Let us beg Him to give us an understanding heart, 
and. that love of Him which is the instinct of the new 
creature, and the breath of spiritual life. Let us pray 
Qim to give us the spirit of obedience, of true dutiful- 
ness; an honest spirit, earnestly set to do His will, 
with no secret ends, no selfish designs of our own, no 
preferences of the creature to the Creator, but open, 
clear, conscientious, and loyal. So will He vouchsafe, 
as time goes on, to take up His abode in us; the Spirit 
of Truth, whom the world cannot receive, wiU dwell in 
us, and be in us, and Christ " will love us, and will 
manifest Himself to us,'' and the Father will love us, 
and They will come unto us, and make Their abode with 
us.'* And when at length the inevitable hour comes, 
we shall be able meekly to surrender our souls, our sin- 
. ful yet redeemed souls, in much weakness and trembling, 
with much self-reproach and deep confession, yet in firm 
faith, and in cheerful hope, and in calm love, to God the 
Father, God the Son, God the Holy Ghost; the Blessed 
Three, the Holy One; Three Persons, One God; our 
Creator, our Redeemer, our Sanctifier, our Judge. 
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of Working a Lunar, and a Catalogue of Latitudes and Longi- 
tudes of Places on the Soal)oard. 

Royal 8vo. 21J. 

A rithtnetic. Theoretical and Practical ; 

adapte 1 for the use of Colleges and Schools. 

By W. JL Oirdlestone, M.A., of Christ's Coll<^e, Cam- 
bridge. 

Crown 8vo. 6/. 6i/. 

A Greek Primer for the use of Schools. 

By the Rev. Charles H. Hole, ^r.A., Scholar of Worcester 
College, Oxford ; late Assistant Master at King Edward's 
Schooli Bromsgrove. 

Crown 8vo. 4x. 
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Sacred A llegories : 

The Sliadow of the Cros^— The Distant Hills — The Old Man's 
Home — I he Kind's Messenf^'crs. 

By the Rev. W. Adams, M.A., lale Fellow of Mcrton 
College, Oxford. With Illttstrations. 

New EdiHon* Small 8va p, 
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in limp doth. 

Priest mid Parish, 

V,y the Rev. Harry Jones, M.A., Tncumlxnt of St. Lttke's» 
Berwick Street, Solio ; Author of " Life in the World.** 
Square crown 8vo. (m. (xi. 

Private Devotions for School Boys ; 

togdHer with some Rules of Conduct given by a Father to his 
Son, on his going to School. 

By WiUlam Henry, third lord LytteKten; revised and cor- 
rected by his Son, fourth Lord Lyttelton. 

Fifih Edition, 32010. 6</. 

The Office of the Most Holy Natne : 

Devotional Help for Young Persons. 
By the Editor of "The Churchman's Guide to Faith," &c. 

i8mo. IS, 6d. 

Henry's First Latin Book. 

By Xlu>mai X«rdi«ver Ixiuild, M. A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and fonnerly Fellow of Trinity College Cambridge. 
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Joiimal of Church Extension in England and Vi'alcs. Published 
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Volume for 1867. With Illustrations. Crown 8vo. i/* 6t/. 
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By John Henry Blunt, M. A. 
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A Practical Introduction to Latin 

Prose Composition : I'ar': T. 

By Thomas Kerchever Arnold, M.A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge, 



A Practical Introduction to English 

Prose Composition. An Englbh Granmiar Ibr Classical 

School^- ; with Que tior.s, and a Course of Exercises. 

By Thomas Kerchever Arnold, M.A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and formerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
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A Plain and Short History of England 
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of Qoestions at the end of each Letter. 
By Qaorga Savyi, D. D. , late Bishop of Peterboroogh. 



A Manual of Confirmation^ comprising 

—I. A General Account of the Ordinance. %, The fi^ismal 
Vow, and the English Order of Conlffination» with Short Notes, 
Critical and Devotional. 3. Meditations and FYaym on Pas- 
sages of Holy Scripture, in connexion vriih. the Ordinance. With 
a Pastoral Letter infracting Catechumens how to prepare them- 
selves for their fir^^t Communion. 

By Edward Meyrick Groullmni, D. 1>. , Dean of Norwich. 
Seventh Edition. Small 8vo. is. 6d. 
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Latin via English : 

being the Second Part of Spelling turned Etymology'. 

By Thomas Kerchever Arnold, M. A., late Rector of Lyndon, 
and fonnerly Fellow of Trinity College, Cambridge. 
7%ird EdUhn, ismo. 4/. 6«f. 

A Collection of English Exercises^ 

traxnlaled from the 'writings of Cicero^ for Schoolboys to Te> 
translate into Latin. 

By William Ellis, M.A. ; re-arranged and adapted to the 
Rules of the Public School Latin Primer, by John T. White, 
T).D., joint Author of White and Riddle's I^tin-English Die* 
tionary. 

i2mo. 2fS. (td. 

A complete Greek and English Lexicon 

for the Poons of Homer, and the Homeridac ; illustniting the 
domestic^ rd^ous, political, and military condition of the 
Heroic Age, and explaining the most difficult passages. 

By 0. Ch. Crusius. Translated from the German, with 
corrections and additions, by Henry Smith, Professor of 
Languages in Maricttn College. Revised and edited "by 
Thomas Kerchever Arnold, M. A., late Rector of Lyndon, and 
formerly Fellow of i rxiniy Collie, Cambridge. 
Tkird E«Utim, samo. 

A copious Phraseological English^ 

Greek Lexicon ; founded on a work prepared by J. W. VKftdfln- 
dorff, Ph. Dr., late Professor of Modem Languages, Queen*a 

College, Belfast. 

Revised. Enlarged, and Im]>roved by the late Thomas Ker- 
chever Arnold, M.A., formerly Fellow of Trinity College, 
Cambridge, and Henry Browne, M.A., Vicar oi I'evemey, and 
FrdModaiy of Chichester. 

Jiburtk Edmon, 8vo. six. 
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The Case of the Established ChurcJi in Ireland. By 
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"Aird Edition, With Ai )poiKlix. 8vo. 2s. Gd. 

The Appendix may also be had separately, \t, 

BY LORD MAYO. 

Speech delivered in the House of Commons ^ lotk 
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BY JOHN JEBB, D.D. 

The Rights of the Irish Branch of the United 

Church of England and Ireland Considered on Fundaniental Principles, 
Human and Divine. By John Jeuu, D.D., Rector of Pcterstow, Prebendary 
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BY THE REV. LORD O'NEILL AND THE REV. DR. LEE. 
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Present Position Considered. By the Rev. Lord O'Nfill, of Shane'<; 
Castle, formerly Prebendary' of S. Michael's, Dublin. II. The ])iity uf 
Churchmen in England and Ireland at this Crisis toward.s Her. By the 
Rev. Alfred T. Lee, LL.D., Rector of Ahoghill, and Chaplain to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant. Two Sermons, lately preached in the 
PanahChurchofAhoghill, Diocese of Connor. Seamd Editim» 8vo. i>d, 

♦ 

The Irish Dijfficulty, i. The Church Quesiionn 

e. The Land Question. 3. The Education Question. BciogaRevwwctf the 

Debate in the House of Commons on Mr. Maguire's Motion (Mardl lO, 

i£68^. Uy an Ohskkvkk. J tjih Ediium. Svo. (>d. 

The Churchy the Landy and the Constitution ; or^ 

Mr. Gladstone in the newly-refiorined Parliament. Second Editiott. 8vo. 
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of the Diocese' of Worcester, By Henkv, Lord Bishop of Worcester, 
at his Visitation in June, t868. 8vo. i^. (>d. 

BY THE BISHOP OF PERTH. 

hrisfs Spiritual Presenee with His Worshippers 

the True Glory of His House : a Sermon preached in the New Parish 
Church of Stroud, Gloucestershire, on Wednesday, August 1868 (the 
Morrow of the Consecration}. By the Right Rev. Matthew Hale, D.D., 
Bishop of Perth. larao. 

BY ARCHDEACON WORDSWORTH. 

Sacred Music: a Sermon preached at the Anni- 

vcrsary of the Choral Association of the Diocese of Llandaflf, in the Cathe- 
dral Church of Llandaflf, Sept. 2^ 186S. By Chk. Wordsworth, D.D., 
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BY ARCHDEACON BICKERSTETH. 

A CJiarge delivered at his Tenth Visitation of tJie 

Archdeaconry of Buckingham, in June, 1868. By Edward Bickeksteth, 
D.D., Prolocutor of the Lower Hou.sc of Convocation of the Province 
of Canterbur>', Archdeacon of Buckingham, Honorary Canon' of Christ 
Chtm:h, and Vicar of Aylesbury. 8vo. 1*. 

BY ARCHDEACON DENISON. 

TJie Churches of England and Ireland one Church 

by identity of Divine Trust : a Paper read at a Special Meeting of the Irish 
Chuich Society, Dublin, Wednesday, September 30, 1868. By George 
Akthonv Denison, M.A., Vicar of East Brent, Archdeacon of Taunton. 
Svo. dd. 

BY ARCHDEACON ROSE. 

The Position of the Church of England as a National 

Church Historically Considered : being the Primary Charge of Henry 
John Rose, B.D., Archdeacon of Bedford. Svo. xs. 

BY THE REV. F. PIGOU. 

TJic Power of Unostentatious Piety: a Sermon 

preached in St. Philip's Chapel, Regent Street, Sunday, June 14, and before 
th'j Queen and Royal Family, in the Private Chapel, Windsor Castle, 
Simd.ay, June 21. By FitANCiS PxGuir, M.A., F.R.G.S., Incumbent of 
St. Philip's. 8vo. bd. 

BY THE REV. JOHN MARTIN, 

Bribery: a Sermon. By JOHN MARTIN, M.A., 

of Sidney Sussex Colbge, ani Vicar of Sl Andrew the Great, Cambridge. 
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Edited by R. C. jKBn, M.A. Fellow and Assistant Tutor of Trinity 
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JUVENALIS SATIRAE, 

Edited by G. A. Simcox, M.A. Fellow aiid Classical Lecturer of 
Queen^s College^ Oxford. [Thixteen Satires, 6d, 

THUCYDIDIS HISTORIA, 

Edited by Charles Bigg, M. A. late Senior Student and Tutor of 
Christ Church, Oxford. Second Clasiical Master of Chelten- 
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CA TENA CLASSICORUM— Opinions of the Press, 
Mr, Jcbb's " Electra " of Sophocles, 



"'The Electra' is all that could 
br wished, and a better help could not 
well be found for those who wish to 
re*coinmence an acquaintance with 
almost forgotten Greek authors." — 
Clerical yournal, April i8, 1867. 

" Of Mr. Jebb's scholarly edition of 
the ' Electra' of Sophocles we cannot 
speak too highly. The whole Play 
bears evidence of the tmste, learning, 
and fine scholarship of its able editor. 
Illustrations drawn from the literature 
of the Continent as well as of England, 
and thij losearchesof the highest clas- 
sical authorities are embodied in the 
notes, which are brief, clear, and 
always to the point."— ZMMiMi Rt- 
z'inu, March 16, 1867. 

" 'ITie editorship of the work before 
us is of a very high order, displaying 
at once ripe achourship, sotind judg- 
ment, and conscientious care. Ak ex- 
cellent Introduction gives an^ account 
of the v.irious forms assunicd in Greek 
literature by the lc.i;end upon which 
'The ElcLtr.i ' is founded, and institutes 
a comparison between it and the 
' Choephorae ' of itschylus. The text 
is mainly that of Dindoit. I n the notes, 
which are admirable in every respect, 
is to be found exactly what is wanted, 
and yet they rather suggest and direct 
further inquiry than supersede exertion 
on the part of the student." — Athe- 
luritni, March 23. 1867. 

" The Introduction proves that Mr. 
Jebb is something more than a mere 
scholar, — a man of real taste and 
feclinc;. His criticism upon Schlegel's 
remarKS on the Klcctra are, we believe, 
new, and certainly just. As we have 
often had occasion to Styin this Review, 
it is impossible to pass any reliable 
ctitidsm upon school-books until they 
have been tested by experience. The 
notes, however, in this case appear to 
be clear and sensible, and direct at- 
tention to the points where attention is 
most needed**— IK#»/MWH'ilrrJ?«vAw, 

'*We have no hesitation in saying 
that in style and manner Mr. Jebb's 



notes are admirably suited for thor 
pur]>ose. The explanations of gram- 
matical points are .singularly lucid, the 
parallel passages generally well chosen, 
the translations bright .ind graceful, 
the analysis of arguments terse and 
luminous, 'ihere is hardly any ob* 
scurity, and no cumbrousncss or over- 
loading. We think, too, that Mr. Jebb's 
plan of furnishing complete analyses of 
the choric metres is an admirable one 
for a school edition ; and we like his 
method of giving parenthetically the 
dates of the less known ancient auAors 
whom he quotes, a method which.^ sug- 
gesting as It must to an intelligent 
student the existence of a world of 
literature with which he is vcr>' likely 
to be imfantiliar, will do nuicli to 
create or stimulate in him the spirit 
and habits of research, Mr. JeU> has 
dearly sboim that he possesses some 
of die qualities most essentia Ibr n 
commentator.** — .Sl^kftf/rr^ ynty 6» 
1867. 

"The notes appear to us exactly 
suited to assist boys of the Upper 
Forms at Schools, and University 
students ; they^ give sufficient help 
without over-doing explanations. .... 
His critical remarks show acute and 
exact scholarship, and a vcr>' useful 
addition to ordinary' notes is the scheme 
of metres in the choruses." — Guardian^ 
December 16^ X867. 

" If, as we are fiun to believe, the 
editors of the Catena Clameintm 
have got together such a pick of 
scholars as have no need to play their 
best card first, there is a bri)^ht promise 
of success to their series in the first 
sample of it which has come to hand 
—Mr. Jebb's Electro, We have seen 
it suggested that it is unsafe to pro- 
nounce on the merits of a Greek Play 
edited for educational purposes until it 
has been tested in the hands of pupils 
and tutors. But our examination of the 
instalment of, we hope, a complete 
'Sophocles,' which Mr. Jebb has put 
forth, has assured us that this is a 
needless snyension of judgment, and 



CA TEN A CLA SSI COR UM^Opinions 0/ the Press, 



prompted us to commit the justifiable 
rashness of pronouncing upon its con- 
tents, and of asserting after due perusal 
that it is calculated tu be admirably 
serviceable to everv class of scholars 
and learners. And this assertion is 
baaed upon the fact that it is a by no 
means one-sided edition, and that it 
looks as with the hundred eyes of 
Argus, here, there, and every where, to 
keep the reader from straying. In a 
concise and succinct style of English 
a mi ota tio p, forming the best substitute 
lor die dme-honoured Latin notes which 
had so much to do with making pood 
scholars in days of yore, Mr. Jebb 
kcejis .1 steady eye for all questions of 
grammar, construction, scholarship, and 
philology, and handles these as they 
arise wiui a helpful and sufficient pre* 
In matters of grammar and 



syntax his practice for the most part is 
to refer his reader to the proper section 
of M;id\ig's ' .Maiuial of (ireek Syn- 
tax :' nor does he ever waste space 
and time in expIainilQf a construction, 
unleie it be such an one as is not satis* 
ftetorlly dealt with in the giamraars 
(if Martvig or Jclf Experience as a 
pupil and a teacher has probably taught 
him the value of the wholesome task 
of hunting out a grammar reference 
for oneself instead of finding it, handy 
tat slurring Qiver, amidst the himdted 
and one pieces of information xn a 
voluminotis foot-note. I^ut whenever 
there occurs any peculiarity of c<m- 
struction, which is hard to reconcile 
to the accepted usage, it is Mr. Jebb's 
general practice to be ready at hand 
with manful assistance."— Ct^iciinvf^ 
ntty 



Mr. Jebffs ^Ajax^ of Sophocles, 



"Mr. Jebb has produced a work 
which will be read widh interest and 
profit by the most advanced scholar, 
as it contains, in a compact form, not 
only a careful suiiuiiary of the labours 
of preceding editors, but also many 
acute and ingenious original remarks. 
We do not know whether the matter 
or the manner of this excellent com- 
mentary is desendng of the higher 
praise : the skill with which Mr. Jebb 
has avoided, on the one hand, the 
wearisome prolixity of the (iermans, 
and on the other the jejune brevity of 
the Porsonian critics, or the versatility 
which has enabled him in turn to 
elucidate the^ plots, to explain the 
verbal difficulties, and to illustrate the 
idioms of his author. All this, by a 
iitudious economy of space and a re- 
markable precision of expression, he 
has done for the 'Ajax' m a volume 
of some 200 pages. 
March it, 1868. 

**The Introduction furnishes a great 
deal of information in a compact form, 
adapted to give the student a fair con- 



ception of his author, and to aid him 
in mastering its difhculties. We have 
observed how the brief notes really 
throw light on obscurity, and give 
sufficient aid without making the study 
too easy, — a main point to be ob- 
served by one who edits a classic 
author for the benefit of learners and 
students."— CY(v«m/ ypunuUt Ftiru- 
ary \\, 1868. 

"Mr. Jebb*s Edition of the Ajax 
in the Catena Clnssicorutrr l uglu tu 
assure those who have hitherto doubted 
that this is a Series to adopt. Like 
his edition of the ' Elcctra' this of the 
'Ajax' is ably and usefully handled. 
The Introduction alone would prove 
the wide reading, clear views, and acute 
criticism of its writer."— ^VlSVinkaMM, 
February 20, 1868. 

" A more scholarly and thoroughly 
practical Edition of a Greek play has 
rarely issued from the Press. The 
explanadonsare both copious and fireely 
given : and we have not met with a 
single note wherein conciseness appears 
to have been gained at the expense of 
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clearness of meaning. The ' Ajax,* 
however, is by nu means a difficult 



require Compared with the 

renderinf^s of most other editions, Mr. 



lay, and we must therefore infer that 1 Jebb's tran^h^tion', 1ki\ l- decidedly the 

advantage in force and elegance of 
expression." — JSduemHfMai •'^ 



pla; 

Mr. Jebb takes a more liberal view 
.tibaa some of his coadjutors of the 
amount of help which an ofdinaiy 
atttdcnt may fairly be suppoaad to 



Mr. Greenes ^^Achamians and Knighis" of Aristophaties, 



"The Editors of this Series have 
mida'taken the task of issuing texts 
of all the authors commonly read, and 
illustrating them with an English Com- 
mentary, compendious as well as clear. 
If the nitvu-e volumes fulfil the promise 
of the Prospectus as well as those 
already published, the result will be 
a very vsunable work. The excellence 
of the print, and the care and pains 
bestowed upon the general getting up, 
form a marked contrast to the school- 
books of our own day. Who does 
not remember the miserable German 
ediiioos of classical authors in paper 
execrably printed on detestable 
paper, which were thought amply good 
enough for the school-boys of^ the last 
generation? A greater contrast to 
these can hardly be imagined than is 
WMsated by tin Coilmff CUutiecrum. 
Nor is tbie imipravement only external : 
llie CMrefid rension of the text» and 
die notes, not too lengthy and con- 
fbsed, but well and judiciously selected, 
which are to be found in every page, 
add considerably to the value of this 
Edition, which we may safely predict 
will soon be an established mvourite, 
not enhr among Schoolmasters, hut 
at the Universities. The volume before 
us contains the first part of an Edition 
of Aristophanes which comprises the 
Acbamians and the Knights, the one 
in order, and the other die most 
oi the plays of the great Athe- 



s867. 

"The utmost care has been taken 
■widi fl^ EdidoB of ite most 



I and clever of the old Greek dramatists^ 
facilitating die means of tuiderstandinc 
both the text and intention of that 
biting sarcasm which will never lose 
either point or interest, and is as well 
adapted to the present age as it was 
to the times when first put ftwrvvard." — 
Bf/rs fVeekijf MetMMgtr, yum* 8, 
1867. 

"The advantap:es conferred on the 
learner by these compendious aids cm 
only be properly estimated by those 
who had experience of the mode of 
study years ago. The translated pas* 
sages and die notes, while suffioent 
to asrist the willing learner, cannot be 
regarded in any sense as a cramJ*^ 
Clm'cal youmnl, ynne 6, 1S67. 

" Mr. Green has discharged his part 
of the work with uncommon skill and 
ability. The notes show a thorou^ 
study of the two Plays, an independent 
judgment in die nttenretadon of the 
poet, and a wealth of illustration, from 
which the Editor draws whenever it is 
neces-sar\'." — Museum, June, i?,fj-j. 

"Mr. Green presumes the exi.stence 
of a fair amount of sdioiarship in all 
who read Aristophanes, at n ^ndy of 
Ms wories generally succeeds to aome 
considerable knowledge of the tragic 
poets. The notes he has appended are 
therefore brief, perhaps a little too brief. 
We should say the tendency of most 
modem editors m radier the other war; 
but Mr. Green no doubt knows the 
chns f>r wliidi he writes, and has been 
careful to supply their wants."— tSy^ld^ 
/a/or, July a/, 1867. 
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Mr. Simeons Juvmal. 



** Of Mr. Sfmeeaif* 'Juvenal' yn can 

only '^pcak in terms of the highest com- 
nicndati 111, as a simple, unpretending 
work, admirably adapted to the wants 
of the school-boy or of a college pas»> 
man. It is clear, concise, and 8Cru> 
pulously luMiest in shirking no real 
difficulQr. Hie pointed epigrammatic 
hits of the satirist nre everywhere well 
brought out, and the notes really are 
what they profess to be, explanaton,' in 
the best sense of the terra." — London 
Jtei'icw, September 28, 1867. 

" This is a link in the Catena Chusi- 
eomm to which the attention of our 
readers has been more than once di- 
rected as a good Scries of Classical 
works for School and College purposes. 
The Introdiiction is a ver>' comprehen- 
sive and able account of Juvenal, his 
satires, and the manuscripts."— ^/4r. 
MtfWMc, October 5, 1867. 

Mr. Bii^i^'s 

"Mr. Bigg in his ' Thucydides ' 
prefixes an analyas to eadi book, and 

an admirable introduction to the whole 
work, containing full information as to 
all that i> known or related of Thucy- 
dides, and the date at which he wrote, 
foUowtd by a very masterly critique on 
aotne of his characteristics as a writer." 
— Atkenmtm, July 25, 1868. 

" While disclaiming absolute ori- 
giiudity in his book, Mr. Higg has so 
thorougldy digested the works (f si 
many eminent predecessors in the same 



"This is a very original and en> 

joyable Edition of one 01 our favourite 

classics." — Spectator, November 16, 
1867. 

'* Ever>' class of readers, — those who 
use Mr. Simcox as their sole inter- 
preter, and those who supplement 
larger editions by his concise matter. 

— will alike find interest and careful 
research in his able preface. This 
indeed we should call the great feature 
of his book. The three facts which 
siun up Juvenal's history so far as we 
know It are soon denjatched : but the 
internal evidence both as to the dates 
of his writing and publishin..; his Sa- 
tires, and as to his character as a 
^vriter, occupy some fifteen or twenty 
pages, which will repay methodical 
study.**— dwrcAiMM^ Dte t mA e r xx. 



Thucydides. 



field, and is evidently on terms of such 
intimacy with his author as perforce 

to inspire confidence. A well-pondered 
and well-written introduction has formed 
a part of each link in the 'Catena* 
hitherto published, and Mr. Bigg, in 
addition to n general introducbon, 
has given us an essay on 'Some Ch^ 
racterisdet of Thucydides,* wUdi do 
line ran read without being impressed 
with the learning and judgmentbrought 
to hcrtr on the subject"— iStemfan/* 
September 10, 1868. 



Mr. jETiskfs Demosthenes. 



** The usual introduction has in this 
case been dispensed with. The reader 
is referred to the works of Grote and 
'ITiirlwall for information on such 
points of history as arise out of these 
famous orations, and on points of 
critical scholarship to ' Madvigs 
Grammar,* where duit is available, 
while copious acknowledgments are 
loade to diote commentators on whose 
works Mr. Hesln;i has based his own. 



Mr. Heslop's editions arc, however, 
no mere con^ilations. That the points 
required in an oratorical style differ 

materially from those in an historical 
style, will scarcely be questioned, and 
accordingly we find that Mr. Heslop 
lias given special care to those cha- 
racteristics of style as well as of lan- 
guage, which constitute Remotthanaa 
the very first of dtusie orators.** — 

Stitudard, Scf>in>d-cr 10, 186?. 
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CATENA CLASSTCORUM, 
The following Parts are in course of preparation 

HOMiiRI ILIAS, 
Edited 1^ S. H. Revtcolds, M.A. Fdlow and Tator of Bnsenose 
College^ Oxford. [Vol. I. Boolcs L to XII. 

HERODOTI HISTORIA, 
Edited by II. G. WOODS, M.A. Fellow and Tutor of Trinity 

College, Oxford. 

DEMOSTHENIS ORATIONES PRIVATAE, 
Edite<I by Arthur Holmes, M.A. Fellow and Lecturer of Clare 

CoU^^e, Camliridi^e. [Part L De CoronS. 

TERENTI COMOEDIAE, 
Edited by T. L. Papillon, ^LA. Fellow and Classical Lecturer of 

Merton Collie, Oxford. 

ISOCRATIS ORATIONES, 

E(jUted by John Edwin Sandys, B.A. Fellow and Lecturer of 
St John's Coll^^ and Lecturer at Jesus CoU^^ Cambridge. 

[Part L 

HORATI OPERA, 
Edited by J. M. Marshall, M.A. Fellow and late Lecturer of 
Bmsenose College, Oxford* One of the Masters in Clifton 

College. 

MARTIALIS EPIGRAMMATA, 
Edited by George Butler, M.A. Principal of Liverpool College ; 
late Fellow of Exeter College, Oxforrl. 

DEMOSiHEXIS ORATIONES PUHLICAE, 
Edited by G. H. He^lop, M.A. laie Fellow and Assistant Tutor 
of Queen's College^ Oxford. Head Master of St. Bees. 

[Part II. De Falsi Legatione. 
SOPHOCLIS TRAGOEDIAE, 
Edited by R. C. J ebb, M.A. Fellow and Assistant Tutor of Trinity 
College, Cambridge. [Fait IIL The Fhaoctetes. 

PLATONIS PHAEDO, 

Edited by Alfred Barry, D.D. late Fellow of Trinity College^ 
Cambridge, Principal of King's College, London. 

TACITI lilSTORIAE, 
Edited by W. H. Simcox, M.A., Fellow and Lecturer of Queen's 
College, Oxford. 

PERSII SATIRAE, 
Edited by A. Pretor, M.A., of Trinity CoUcc^c. Cambridge, 
Classical Lecturer of Trinity Hall, Composiliou Lecturer of the 

Perse Grammar School, Cambridge. 
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